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First  let  me  talk  with  this  Phflotopber. 
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VOL.  I. 


LONDON : 
JOHN  MILLER,  5,  NEW  BROXJE  STREET, 

BLACKFRIARS. 
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VI  DEDICATION. 

who  has  so  long  known  the  merits,  and 
has  so  often  experienced  the  friendship 
of  the  spn,  can  find  even  better  reasons 
for  offering  these  Legends  to  your  notice. 

Very  truly  and  constantly. 

Yours, 

THE  AUTHOR. 


PREFACE. 


The  manner  in  which  the  author  be- 
c^iK  possessed  of  the  private  incidents^ 
the  characters,  and  the  descriptions,  con- 
tained in  these  tales,  will,  most  probably, 
e^r  remain  a  secret  between  himself  and 
his  publisher.  That  the  leading  events 
are  true,  he  presumes  it  is  unnecessary  to 
assert ;  for  should  inherent  testimony,  to 
prove  that  important  point,  be  wanting, 
he  is  conscious  that  no  anonymous  declara- 
tioD  cfm  establish  its  credibility. 

i. 
But  while    he    shrinks  from  directly         / 

yielding  his  authorities,  the  author  has  no        / 

/ 
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hesitation  in  furnishing  all  the  negative 
testimony  in  his  power. 

In  the  first  place,  then,  he  solemnly 
declares,  that  no  unknown  man,  nor 
woman,  has  ever  died  in  his  vicinity,  of 
whose  effects  he  has  become  the  possessor, 
by  either  fair  means  or  foul.  No  dark- 
looking  stranger,  of  a  morbid  tempera- 
ment, and  of  inflexible  silence,  has  ever 
transmitted  to  him  a  single  page  of  illegi- 
ble manuscript.  Nor  has  any  landlord 
furnished  him  with  materials  to  be  worked 
up  into  a  book,  in  order  that  the  profits 
might  go  to  discharge  the  arrearages  of  'a 
certain  consumptive  lodger,  who  made 
his  exit  so  unceremoniously  as  to  leave 
the  last  item  in  his  account,  his  funeral 
charges. 

He  is  indebted  to  no  garrulous  tale-tel- 
ler for  beguiling  the  long  winter  evenings ; 
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in  ghosts  he  has  no  faith ;  he  never  had  a 
vision  in  his  life;  and  he  sleeps  too 
soundly  to  dream. 

He  is  constrained  to  add,  that  in  no 
"  puff,"  "  squib,"  "  notice,"  "  article," 
nor  "  review,"  whether  in  daily,  weekly, 
monthly,  or  quarterly  publication,  has  he 
been  able  to  find  a  single  hint  that  his 
humble  po3?vers  could  improve.  No  one 
r^rets  this  fatality  more  than  himself;  for 
these  writers  generally  bring  such  a  weight 
of  imagination  to  their  several  tasks,  that, 
properly  improved,  might  secure  the 
immortality  of  any  book  by  rendering  it 
unintelligible. 

He  boldly  asserts  that  he  has  derived 
no  information  from  any  of  the  learned 
societies — and  without  fear  of  contradic- 
tion ;  for  why  should  one  so  obscure  be 
the  exclusive  object  of  their  favours  i 
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NotwithfltaDding  he  occasionally  is  seen 
in  that  erudite  and  abstemious  association, 
the  "  Bread  and  Cheese  Lunch,"  where 
he  is  elbowed  by  lawyers,  doctors,  jurists, 
poets,  painters,  editors,  congressmen,  and 
authors  of  every  shade  and  qualification, 
wjiether  metaphysical,  scientific,  or  imagi- 
native, he  avers,  that  he  esteems  the  lore 
which  is  there  culled,  as  far  too  sacred  to 
be  used  in  any  work  less  dignified  than 
actual  history. 

Of  the  colleges  it  is  necessary  to  speak 
with  reverence ;  though  truth  possesses 
claims  even  superior  to  gratitude.  He 
shall  dispose  of  them  by  simply  saying, 
that  they  are  entirely  innocent  of  all  his 
blunders  ;  the  little  they  bestowed  having 
long  since  been  forgotten. 

He  has  stolen  no  images  from  the  deep, 
natural  poetry  of  Bryanj; ;   no  pungency 
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fit)m  the  wit  of  Halleck  ;  no  felicity  of  ex- 
pression from  the  richness  of  Percival ;  no 
satire  from  the  caustic  pen  of  Paulding ; 
no  periods,  nor  humour  from  Irving  ;  nor 
any  high  finish  from  the  attainments  ex- 
hibited by  Verplanck. 

At  the  "  soirees"  and  "  coteries  des  has 
bleus''  he  did  think  he  had  obtained  a 
prize,  in  the  dandies  of  literature,  who 
haunt  them.  But  experiment  and  analysis 
detected  his  error ;  as  they  proved  these 
worthies  unfit  for  any  better  purpose  than 
that  which  their  own  instinct  had  already 
dictated. 

He  has  made  no  impious  attempt  to  rob 
Joe  Miller  of  his  jokes  ;  the  sentimental- 
ists of  their  pathos  ;  nor  the  newspaper 
Homers  of  their  lofty  inspirations^ 

His  presumption  has  not  even  imagined 
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the  vivacity  of  the  eastern  ^te8  ;  he  has 
not  analysed  the  homogeneous  character  of 
the  middle ;  and  he  has  left  the  south  in 
the  undisturbed  possession  of  all  their  sa- 
turnine wit. 

In  short— he  has  pilfered  from  no  black- 
letter  book^  nor  any  six-penny  pamphlet ; 
his  grandmother  unnaturally  refused  her 
assistance  to  his  labors  ;  and  to  speak  af- 
firmatively, for  once,  he  wishes  to  live  in 
peace,  and  hopes  to  die  in  the  fear  of  Grod. 


PREFACE 


TO 


LIONEL   LINCOLN. 


In  this  tale  there  are  one  or  two  slight 
anachronisms ;  which,  if  unnoticed,  might, 
with  literal  readers,  draw  some  mipleasant 
imputations  on  its  veracity. — ^They  relate 
rather  to  persons  than  things.  As  they 
are  believed  to  be  quite  in  character,  con- 
nected with  circumstances  much  more  pro- 
bable than  facts,  and  to  possess  all  the 
harmony  of  poetic  colouring,  the  author 
ift  utterly  unable  to  discover  the  reason 
why  they  are  not  true. 
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He  leaves  the  knotty  point  to  the  in- 
stinctive sagacity  of  the  critics. 

The  matter  of  this  "  Legend  "  may  be 
pretty  equally  divided  into  that  which  is 
publicly,  and  that  which  is  privately  cer- 
tain. For  the  authorities  of  the  latter,  the 
author  refers  to  the  foregoing  preface ;  but 
he  cannot  dispose  of  the  sources  whence 
he  has  derived  the  former,  with  so  little 
ceremony. 

The  good  people  of  Boston  are  aware  of 
the  creditable  appearance  they  make  in 
the  early  annals  of  the  confederation,  and 
they  neglect  no  commendable  means  to 
perpetuate  the  glories  of  their  ancestors. 
In  consequence,  the  inquiry  after  histori- 
cal iacts,  is  answered,  there,  by  an  exhibi- 
tion of  local  publications,  that  no  other 
town  in  the  union  can  equal.  Of  these 
means  the  author  has  endeavoured  to  avail 
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himself;  collating  with  care,  and  selecting, 
as  be  trusts,  with  some  of  that  knowledge 
of  men  and  things  which  is  necessary  to 
present  a  faithful  picture. 

Wherever  he  may  have  failed,  he  has 
done  it  honestly. 

He  will  not  take  leave  of  the  "  cradle  of 
liberty,"  without  expressing  his  thanks  for 
the  facilities  which  have  been  so  freely 
accorded  to  his  undertaking.  If  he  has 
not  been  visited  by  aerial  beings,  and  those 
kit  visions  that  poets  best  love  to  create, 
he  is  certain  he  will  not  be  misconceived 
when  he  says,  that  he  has  been  honoured 
by  the  notice  of  some  resembling  those, 
who  first  inspired  their  fancies. 
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OR. 


THE  LEAGUER  OP  BOSTON. 


CHAPTER  I. 

**  My  WMfytQaltlMjMmntotoothay 
•«  And,  radidoDt  of  j<j|^  II  ^  j^utb, 
*'  To  bfOBlbe  a  lecoDd  ipriog." 

Oray. 

No  Americati  can  be  ignorant  of  the 
principal  evrats  that  induced  the  par- 
liament of  Great  Britain*  in  1774,  to  lay 
those  impolitic  restrictions  on  the  port  of 
Boston,  which  so  effectually  destroyed  the 
trade  of  the  chief  town  in  her  western  co* 
losies.    Nor  should  it  be  unknown  to  any 
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American,  how  nobly,  and  with .  what  de- 
votedness  to  the  great  principles  of  the 
controversy,  the  inhabitants  of  the  adjacent 
town  of  Salem  refused  to  profit  by  the 
situation  of  their  neighbours  and  fellow- 
subjects.  In  consequence  of  these  impo- 
litic measures  of  the  English  government, 
and  of  the  laudable  unanimity  among  the 
capitalists  of  the^  times,  it  became  a  rare 
sight  to  see  the  canvass  of  any  other  vessels 
than  such  as  wore  the  pennants  of  the 
king,  whitening  the  forsaken  watera  of 
Massachusetts  bay. 

Towards  the  decline  of  a  day  in  April, 
1776,  however,  the  eyes  of  hundreds  had 
been  fastened  on  a  distant  sail,  which  was 
seen  rising  irom  the  bosom  of  the  waves, 
making  her  way  along  the  forbidden  track, 
and  steering  directly  for  the  mouth  of  the 
proscribed  haven.  With  that  deep  solici- 
tude in  passing  events  which  marked  the 
period,  a  large  group  of  spectators  was  col- 
lected on  Beacon-Hill,  spreading  from  its 
conical  summit,  far  down  the  eastern  de- 
clivity, all  gazing  intently  on  the  object  of 
their  common  interest.     In  so    large  an 
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assemblage,  however,  there  were  those  who 
were  excited  by  very  different  feelings,  and 
indulging  in  wishes  directly  opposite  to 
each  other.  While  the  decent,  grave,  but 
wary  citizen  was  endeavouring  to  conceal 
the  bitterness  of  the  sensations  which  sour* 
ediiis  mind,  under  the  appearance  of  a  cold 
indifference,  a  few  gay  young  men,  who 
mingled  in  the  throng,  bearing  about  their 
pensons  the  trappings  of  their  martial  pro- 
fession, were  loud  in  their  exultations,  and 
hearty  in  their  congratulations  on  the  pros* 
pect  of  hearing  from  their  distant  homes 
and  absent  friends.  But.  the  long,  loud 
rolls  of  the  drums,  ascending,  on  the  even- 
ing air,  from  the  adjacent  common,  soon 
called  these  idle  spectators,  in  a  body, 
finom  the  spot,  when  the  hill  was  left  to  the 
quiet  possession  of  those  who  claimed  the 
strongest  right  to  its  enjoyment.  It  was 
not,  however,  a  period  for  open  and  unre- 
served communications.  Long  before  the 
mists  of  evening  had  succeeded  the  sha* 
dows  thrown  from  the  setting  sun,  the  hill 
was  entirely  deserted ;  the  remainder  of  the 
spectators  having  descended  from  the  emi- 
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nence^  and   held   their   sereral  oouries, 
singly,  silent,  and  thoughtful,  towards  the 
rows  of  dusky  roofe  that  covered  the  low- 
land, along  the  eastern  side  of  the  peninsula. 
M  otwithstanding  this  appearance  of  apathy , 
rumour,  which,  in  times  of  great  excitement, 
ever  finds  means  to  convey  its  whispmngSy 
when  it  dare  not   bruit  its    information 
aloud,  was  busy  in  circulating  the  unwel* 
come  intelligence,  that  the  stranger  was 
the  first  of  a  fleet,  bringing  stores  and  re- 
inforcements to  an  army  already  too  nume- 
rous, and  too  confident  of  its  power,  to 
respect  the  law.     No  tumult  or  noise  sue* 
ceeded  this  unpleasant  annunciation,  but 
the  doors  of  the  houses  were  sullenly  closed, 
and  the  windows  darkened,  as  if  the  people 
intended  to  express  their  dissatisfactioin, 
alone,  by  these  silent  testimonials  of  their 
disgust. 

In  the  mean  time  the  ship  had  gained 
the  rocky  entrance  to  the  harbour,  where, 
deserted  by  the  breeze,  and  met  by  an 
adverse  tide,  she  lay  inactive,  as  if  con* 
scions  of  the  unwelcome  reception  she 
must  receive.    The  fears  of  the  inhabitantB 
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of  Boston  had,  however,  exaggerated  the 
danger  ;  for  the  vessel,  instead  of  exhibit* 
ing  the  confused  and  disorderly  throng  of 
iicentions  soldiery  which  would  have 
cmvded  a  transport,  was  but  thinly 
peopled,  and  her  orderly  decks  were 
cleared  of  every  incumbrance  that  could 
interfere  with  the  comfort  of  those  she 
did  contain.  There  was  an  appearance,  in 
the  arrangements  of  her  external  accommo- 
dations, which  would  have  indicated  to 
an  observant  eye,  that  she  carried  those 
who  claimed  the  rank,  or  possessed  the 
means,  of  making  others  contribute  largely 
to  their  comforts.  The  few  seamen  who 
navigated  the  ship,  lay  extended  on  differ- 
ent portions  of  the  vessel,  watching  the 
lazy  sails  as  they  flapped  against  the  masts, 
or  indolently  bending  their  looks  on  the 
placid  waters  of  the  bay ;  while  several 
menials,  in  livery,  crowded  around  a  young 
man  who  was  putting  his  eager  inquiries 
to  the  pilot,  that  had  just  boarded  the 
vessel  off  the  Graves.  The  dress  of  this 
youth  was  studiously  tieat,  and  from  the 
excessive    psuns  bestowed  on  its  adjust- 
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ment,  it  was  obviously  deemed,  by  iti 
wearer,  to  be  in  the  height  of  the  prevail- 
ing custom.  From  the  place  where  this 
inquisitive  party  stood,  nigh  the  main-mast, 
a  wide  sweep  of  the  quarter-deck  was  unte- 
nanted ;  but  nearer  to  the  spot  where  th^ 
listless  seaman  hung  idly  over  the  tiller  of 
the  ship,  stood  a  being  of  altogether  differ- 
ent mould  and  fashion.  Hewasamanwho 
would  have  seemed  in  the  very  extremity  of 
age,  had  not  his  quick  vigorous  steps,  and 
the  glowing,  rapid  glances  from  his  eyes,  as 
he  occasionally  paced  the  deck,  appeared 
to  deny  the  usual  indications  of  many 
years.  His  form  was  bowed,  and  attenuat- 
ed nearly  to  emaciation.  His  hair,  which 
fluttered  a  little  wildly  around  his  temples, 
was  thin,  and  silvered  to  the  whiteness  of 
at  least  eighty  winters.  Deep  furrows,  like 
the  lines  of  great  age  and  long  endured 
cares  united,  wrinkled  his  hollow  cheeks^ 
and  rendered  the  bold  haughty  outline  of 
his  prominent  features  still  more  remark* 
able.  He  was  clad  in  a  simple  and  some- 
what tarnished  suit  of  modest  grey,  which 
bore  about  it  the  ill-concealed  marks  of 
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long  and  neglected  use.      Whenever  he 
turned  his  piercing  look  from  the  shores, 
hemoTcd  swiftly  along  the  deserted  quar- 
ter deck,  and  seemed  entirely  engrossed 
with  the  force  of  his  own  thoughts,  his 
tips  moving    rapidly,  though  no  sounds 
w^  heard  to  issue  from  a  mouth  that  was 
Iiabitually  silent.     He  was  under  the  in- 
fluence of  one  of  those  sudden  impulses 
in  which  the  body,  apparently,   sympa- 
thised so  keenly  with  the  restless  activity 
of  the  mind,  when  a  young  man  ascended 
from  the  cabin,  and  took  his  stand  among 
the  interested  and  excited  gazers  at  the 
land,  on  the  upper  deck.     The  age  of  this 
gentleman    might   have    been    five    and 
twenty.    He  wore  a  military  cloak,  thrown 
carelessly    across    his    form,    which    in 
addition  to  such  parts  of  his  dress  as  were 
nsible  through  its  open  folds,    sufficiently 
announced  that  his  profession  was  that  of 
arms.     There  was  an  air  of  ease  and  high 
fashion  gleaming  about  his  person,  though 
his  speaking  countenance,  at  times,  seemed 
ooelancholy,  if  not  sad.      On  gaining  the 
Aeck,    this    young  officer,    encountering 
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the  eyes  of  the  aged  and  restless  being 
who  trod  its  planks,  bowed  courteously 
before  he  turned  away  to  the  view,  and 
in  his  turn  became  deeply  absorbed  in 
studying  its  fading  beauties. 

The  rounded  heights  c)f  Dorchester  were 
radiant  with  the  rays  pf  the  luminary  that 
had  just   sunk    behind   their  crest,  and 
streaks  of  paler  light  were  playing  along 
the  waters,  and  gilding  the  green  summits 
of  the  islands  which  clustered  across  the 
mouth  of  the  estuary.     Far  in  the  distance 
were  to  be  seen  the  tall  spires  of  the 
churches,  rising  out  of  the  deep  shadows 
of  the  town,  with  their  vanes  glittering  in 
the  sun-beams,  while  a  few  rays  of  strong 
light  were  dancing  about  the  black  beaeott, 
which  reared  itself  high  above  the  conind 
peak  that  took  its  name  from  the  circum- 
stance of  supporting  this  instrument    of 
alarms.    Several  large  vessels  were  an- 
chored among  the  islands  and  before  the 
town,  their  dark  hulls,  at  each  moment, 
becoming  less  distinct  through  the  haaee  of 
evening,  while  the  summits  of  their  long 
ines  of  masts  were  yet  glowing  with  the 
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mA&  o(  day.  From  each  of  these  sullen 
stups,  from  the  low  fortification  which  rose 
above  a  small  island  deep  in  the  bay,  and 
frun  varioiis  elevations  in  the  town  itself, 
the  broad,  silky  folds  of  the  flag  of  Eng- 
laoa  were  yet  waving  in  the  currents  of 
the  passing  air.  The  young  man  was  sud* 
deoly  aroused  from  gazing  at  this  scene, 
by  the  quick  reports  of  the  evening  guns, 
and  while  his  eyes  were  yet  tracing  the 
descent  of  the  proud  symbols  of  the  British 
power,  finom  their  respective  places  of  dis- 
play, he  felt  his  arm  convulsively  pressed 
by  the  hand  of  his  aged  fellow-passenger. 

"  Will  the  day  ever  arrive,"  said  a  low, 
hofiow  voice  at  his  elbow,  ''when  those 
flags  shall  be  lowered,  never  to  rise  again 
m  this  hemisphere  1 

The  young  soldier  turned  his  quick  eyes 
to  the  countenance  of  the  speaker,  but  bent 
them  instantly  in  embarrassment  on  the 
deck,  to  avoid  the  keen,  searching  glance 
he  encountered  in  the  looks  of  the  other. 
A  long,  and  on  the  part  of  the  young 
man«  a  painful  silence  succeeded  this  re- 
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mark.    At  length  the  youths  pointing  to 
the  land,  said — 

''  Tell  me,  you,  who  are  of  Boston,  and 
must  have  known  it  so  long,  the  name»  of 
all  these  beautiful  places  I  see." 

"  And  are  you  not  of  Boston,  too  ?" 
asked  his  old  companion. 

''  Certainly  by  birth,  but  an  English- 
man by  habit  and  education.'* 

''  Accursed  be  the  habits,  and  neglected 
the  education,  which  would  teach  a  child 
to  forget  its  parentage  !'*  muttered  the  old 
man,  turning  suddenly,  and  walking  away 
so  rapidly  as  to  be  soon  lost  in  the  forward 
parts  of  the  ship. 

For  several  minuter  longer,  the  youth 
stood  absorbed  in  his  own  musings,  when, 
as  if  recollecting  his  previous  purposes,  he 
called  aloud — *•  Meriton.'* 

At  the  sounds  of  his  voice  the  curious 
group  around  the  pilot  instantly  separated, 
and  the  highly  ornamented  youths  before 
mentioned,  approached  the  officer,  with  a 
manner   in   which    pert   famiUarity    axui 
fearful  Respect  were  peculiarly  blendecl* 
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WthWft  regarding  the'  air  of  the  other, 
however,  or  indeed  without  even  favouring 
bim  whha  glance,  the  young  soldier  con- 
tinued^ ^ 

"  I  desired  you  to  tdef  ain  the  boat  which 
boarded  us,  in  order  to  convey  me  to  the 
town,  Mr.  Meriton ;  see  if  it  be  in  readi- 
ness." 

The  valet  flew  to  execute  this  commis- 
sion, and  in  an  instatit  returned  with  a 
reply  in  the  aflBrmative. 

"  But,  sir,"  he  cotitinued,  "  you  will 
nerer  think  of  going  in  that  boat,  I  feel 
very  much  assured,  Sir." 

"  Your  assurance,  Mr.  Meriton,  is  not 
the  least  of  your  recommendations ;  why 
should  I  not  ?" 

"^That  disagreeable  old  stranger  has 
taken  possession  of  it,  with  his  meati,  filthy 
bundle  of  rags ;  and — " 

•'  And  what  ?  you  must  name  a  greater 
evil,  to  detain  me  here,  than  mentioning 
the  fact  that  the  only  gentleman  in  the  ship 
is  to  be  my  companion  1" 

'*  Lord,  sir  !*'  said  Meriton,  glancing  his 
eye  upward  in   amazement  ;   ''  but,  sir, 
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wirely  you  know  best  as  to  gentility  of  be- 
haviour— ^but  as  to  gentility  of  dress — " 

''  Enough  of  this/'  interrupted  his  mas- 
ter^ a  little  angrily ;  **  the  company  is  such 
as  I  am  content  with ;  if  you  find  it  un- 
equal to  your  deserts^  you  hare  my  per- 
mission to  remain  in  the  ship  until  the 
morning — ^the  presence  of  a  coxcomb  is  by 
no  means  necessary  to  my  comfort  for  one 
night." 

Without  regarding  the  mortification  of 
his  disconcerted  valet,  the  young  man 
passed  along  the  deck  to  the  place  where 
the  boat  was  in  waiting.  By  the  general 
movement  atnong  the  indolent  menials, 
and  the  profound  respect  with  which  he 
was  attended  by  the  master  of  the  ship  to 
the  gangway,  it  was  sufficiently  apparent, 
that  notwithstanding  his  youth,  it  was  this 
gentleman  whose  presence  had  exacted 
those  arrangements  in  the  slup,  which  have 
been  mentioned.  While  all  around  him, 
however,  were  busy  in  fecilitating  the  en- 
trance of  the  officer  into  the  boat,  the  zig/^ 
stranger  occupied  its  principal  seat,  with 
an  air  of  deep  abstraction,  if  not  of  cool  i^- 
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diffoYnoe.  A  hint  from  the  pliant  Meriton, 
who  had  ventured  to  follow  his  master^ 
that  it  would  be  more  agreeable  if  he  would 
rdinquish  his  place,  was  disregarded,  and 
the  youth  took  a  seat  by  the  side  t>f  the 
old  man,  with  a  simplicity  of  manner  that 
his  valet  inwardly  pronounced  abundantly 
d^rading.  As  if  this  humiliation  were 
not  suflScient,  the  young  man  perceiving 
that  a  general  pause  had  succeeded  his 
own  ^itrance,  turned  to  his  companion, 
and  courteously  inquired  if  he  were  ready 
to  proceed*  A  silent  wave  of  the  hand 
was  the  reply,  when  the  boat  shot  away 
from  the  vesselt  leaving  the  ship  steering 
for  an  anchorage  in  Nantasket. 

The  measured  dash  of  the  oars  was  un« 
iatemipted  by  any  voice,  while,  stemming 
the  tide,  they  pulled  laboriously  up  among 
the  idaads;  but  by  the  time  they  had 
reached  the  ol^tle,  the  twilight  had  melted 
iato  the  soAer  beams  from  a  young  moon, 
and  the  surrounding  objects  becoming 
more  distinct,  the  strangw  commenced 
talking  with  that  quick  and  startUng  vehe* 
mence  which  seemed  his  natural  manner. 
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He  spoke  of  the  localities,  with  the  vehe- 
mence and  fondness  of  an  enthusiast,  and 
with  the  familiarity  of  one  who  had  long- 
known  their  beauties.  His  rapid  utter- 
ance, however,  ceased  as  they  approached 
the  naked  wharves,  and  he  sunk  back 
gloomily  in  the  boat,  as  if  unwilling  to 
trust  his  voice  on  the  .subject  of  his  coun- 
try's wrongs.  Thus  left  to  his  own 
thoughts,  the  youth  gazed,  with  eager  in- 
terest, at  the  long  ranges  of  buildings, 
which  were  now  clearly  visible  to  the  eye, 
though  with  softer  colours  .  and  more 
gloomy  shadows.  A  few  neglected  and 
dismantled  ships  were  lying  at  different 
points :  but  the  hum  of  business,  the 
forests  of  masts,  and  the  rattling  of  wheels 
which  at  that  early  hour  should  have  dis- 
tinguished the  great  mart  of  the  colonies 
were  wanting.  In  their  places  were  to  be 
heard,  at  intervals,  the  sudden  bursts  of 
distant,  martial  music,  the  riotous  merri- 
ment of  the  soldiery  who  frequented  the 
taverns  at  the  water  s  edge,  or  the  sullen 
challenges  of  the  sentinels  from  the  vessels 
of  war,  as  they  vexed  the  progress  of  the 
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few  boats  which  the  mhabitants  still  Hsed 
in  dieir  ar^Unary  pursuits. 

**  Here  indeed  is  a  change ! "  the  young 
officer  exclaimed,  as  they  glided  swiftly 
along  this  desolate  scene ;  ''  even  my  re^ 
collections,  young  and  fading  as  they  are, 
recall  the  difference ! " 

The  stranger  made  no  reply,  but  a  smile 
of  singular  meaning  gleamed  across  his  wan 
features,  imparting,  by  the  moonlight,  to 
dieir  remarkable  expression,  a  character 
of  additional  wildness.  The  officer  was 
again  silent,  nor  did  either  speak  until  the 
boat,  halving  shot  by  the  end  of  the  long 
wharf,  across  whose  naked  boundaries  a 
sentinel  was  pacing  his  measured  path,  in- 
clined more  to  the  shore,  and  soon  reached 
the  place  of  its  destination. 

Whatever  might  have  been  thei  respec- 
tive feelings  of  the  two  passengers  at 
having  thus  reached  in  safety  the  object  of 
their  tiresome  and  protracted  voyage,  they 
were  not  expressed  in  language.  The  old 
man  bared  his  silver  locks,  and  concealing 
Jiis  face  with  his  hat,  stood  as  if  in  deep 
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mental  thanksgiving  at  the  termination  of 
his  toil,  while  his  more  youthfiil  compa- 
nion trod  the  wharf  on  which  they  landed 
with  the  air  of  a  man  whose  emotions 
were  too  engrossing  for  the  ordinary  use 
of  words. 

"  Here  we  must  part,  sir/*  the  officer 
at  length  said ;  "  but  I  trust  the  acquaint* 
ance  which  has  been  thus  accidentally 
formed  between  us,  is  not  to  be  forgotten 
now  there  is  an  end  to  our  common  priva- 
tions.*' 

''  It  is  not  in  the  power  of  a  man  whose 
days,  like  mine,  are  numbered,"  returned 
the  stranger,  '^  to  mock  the  liberality  of 
his  God,  by  any  vain  promises  that  must 
depend  on  time  for  their  fulfilment.  I  am 
one,  young  gentleman,  who  has  retunied 
from  a  sad,  sad  pilgtimage  in  the  other 
hemisphere,  to  lay  his  bones  in  this^  his 
native  land;  but  should  many  hours  be 
granted  me,  you  will  hear  further  of  the 
man  whom  your  courtesy  and  kindness 
have  so  greatly  obliged.**  . 

The  officer  was  sensibly  affected  by  the 
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nftened  but  solemn  maimer  of  his  com* 
pttiion,  and  pressed  his  wasted  hand  fer- 
reotly  as  he  answered — 

''  Do ;  I  ask  it  as  a  singular  fovour ;  I 
know  not  why»  but  you  have  obtained  a 
commaad  of  my  feelings  that  no  other 
bemg  ever  yet  possessed--and  yet,— *tis  a 
mystery,  'tis  like  a  dream !  I  feel  that  I 
not  only  venerate,  but  love  you ! " 

The  old  man  stepped  back,  and  held  the 
youth  at  the  length  of  his  arm  for  a  mo* 
ment,  while  he  fastened  on  him  a  look  of 
glowing  interest,  and  then  raising  his  hand 
slowly,  he  pointed  impressively  upward, 
^dsaid — 

"  Tis  from  heaven,  and  for  God's  own 
purposes — smother  not  thesentiment,  boy, 
but  cherish  it  in  your  heart's  core !  *' 

The  reply  of  the  youth  was  interrupted 
by  sudden  and  violent  shrieks,  that  burst 
nidely  on  the  stiUness  of  the  phtce,  chill- 
ing the  very  blood  of  those  who  heard 
them,  with  their  piteousness.  The  quid 
^  severe  blows  of  a  lash  were  blendei 
with  the  exclamations  of  the  sufferer,  and 
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rude  oaths,  with  hoarse  execrations,  from 
various  voices,  were  united  in  the  uproar, 
which  appeared  to  be  at  no  great  distance. 
By  a  common  impulse,  the  whole  party 
broke  away  from  the  spot,  and  moved 
rapidly  up  the  wharf  in  the  direction  of  the 
sounds.  As  they  approached  the  build* 
ings,  a  group  was  seen  collected,  around  the 
man  who  thus  broke  the  charm  of  evening 
by  his  cries,  interrupting  his  wailings  witl 
their  ribaldry,  and  encouraging  his  tor 
mentors  to  proceed. 

**  Mercy,  mercy,  for  the  sake  of  th 
blessed  God,  have  mercy,  and  don't  ki 
Job!*'  again  shrieked  the  sufferer;  **  Jo 
will  run  your  a'r'nds !  Job  is  half-witted 
Mercy  on  poor- Job !  Oh  !  you  make  h 
flesh  creep ! " 

"  ni  cut  the  heart  from  the  mutinoi 
knave,"  interrupted  a  hoarse,  angry  voic< 
''  to  refuse  to  drink  the  health  of  his  M 
jesty  1 " 

''  Job  does  wish  him  good  health — J 
loves  the  king,  only  Job  don't  love  rum 

The  officer  had  approached  so  nigh 
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to  perceive  that  the  whole  scene  was  one 
of  disorder  and  abuse,  and  pushing  aside 
the  crowd  of  excited  and  deriding  soldiers, 
who  composed  the  throng,  he  broke  at 
once  into  the  centre  of  the  circle* 
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CHAPTER  II. 
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Tbty^  iMMtipe  whipped  ibr  apeakfaqg  true ; 
«  Thoul't  liaTO  me  whipped  for  lying ; 
"  And  sometimefl  Vm  whipped  for  holding  my  peect. 
•'  I  hod  nflec  he  any  kind  of  a  thing 
^*  Than  a  £ofA."  Uti 


''What  means  this  outcry?"  demanded 
the  young  man,  arresting  the  arm  of  a 
infuriated  soldier  who  was  inflicting  tt 
blows ;  '^  by  what  authority  is  this  ms 
thus  abused  ?" 

"  By  what  authority  dare  you  to  1j 
hands  on  a  British  grenadier !''  cried  t 
fellow,  turning  in  his  fury,  and  raising  1 
lash  against  the  supposed  townsman.  I 
when,  as  the  officer  stepped  aside  to  av 
the  threatened  indignity,  the  light  of 
moon  fell  full  upon  his  glittering^  An 
through  the  opening  folds  of  his  eloalc, 
arm  of  the  brutal  soldier  was  held    t 
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pended  in  air,  with  the  surprise  of  the 
discovery. 

"  Answer,  I  bid  you/'  continued  the 
young  officer,  his  frame  shaking  with  pas- 
sion ;  *'  why  is  this  man  tormented,  and 
of  what  regiment  are  ye  V* 

"  We  belong  to  the  grenadiers  of  the 
brave  47th,  your  honour,"  returned  one  of 
the  bystanders,  in  a  humble^  deprecating 
tone,  '^  and  we  was  just  pclishing  this  'ere 
natural,  because  as  he  refVises  to  drink  the 
health  of  his  Majesty.'' 

''  He's  a  scornful  sinner  that  don*t  femr 
his  Maker,"  cried  the  man  in  duresse, 
eagwly  beading  his  &ce,  down  which  big 
tears  were  rolling,  towards  his  protector. 
''  Job  loves  the  king*  but  Job  don't  love 
rum!" 

The  officer  turned  away  from  the  cruel 
spectacle,  as  he  bid  the  men  untie  their 
prisoner.  Knives  and  fingers  were  in- 
stantly put  in  requisition,  and  the  man 
was  hberated,  and  suffered  to  resume  his 
clothes.  During  this  operation,  the  tu- 
mult and  bustle  which  had  so  recently 
distinguished  the  riotous  scene,  were  sue- 
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•ceeded  by  a  stillness  that  rendered  the 
hard  breathing  of  the  sufferer  painfully 
audible. 

"  Now  sirs,  you  heroes  of  the  47th !" 
said  the  young  man,  when  the  victim  of 
their  rage  was  again  clad,  '*  know  you 
this  button  ?'*  The  soldier  to  whom  this 
question  was  more  particularly  addressed 
gazed  at  the  extended  arm,  and,  to  hi 
vast  discomfiture,  he  beheld  the  magics 
number  of  his  own  regiment  reposing  o 
the  well-known  white  facings  that  dec< 

"rated   the  rich  scarlet  of  the  vestmen 

*  No  one  presumed  to  answer  this  appes 
and  after  an  impressive  silence  of  a  fe 

•moments,  he  continued — 

"  Ye  are  noble  supporters  of  the  we 
esurned  fame  of  *  Wolfe's  own !'  fit  succ^ 
sors  to  the  gallant  men  who  conquei 
under  the  walls  of  Quebec !  a^ray    \vi 

■ye ;  to-morrow  it  shall  be  looked  to." 

*'  I  hope  your  honour  will  remembei 
refused  his  Majesty's  health.  I'm  si 
sir,  that  if  Colonel  Nesbitt  was  here  h 
self"— 
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*'Dog!  do  you  dare  to  hesitate!  go, 
while  you  have  permission  to  depart." 

The  disconcerted  soldiery,  whose  tur- 
bulence had  thus  vanifshed,  as  if  by 
enchantment,  before  the  frown  of  their 
superior,  slunk  away  in  a  body,  a  few  of 
the  older  men  whispering  to  their  com- 
rades the  name  of  the  officer  who  had  thus 
unexpectedly  appeared  in  the  midst  of 
them.  The  angry  eye  of  the  young  soldier 
followed  their  retiring  foims  while  a  man 
of  them  was  visible  ;  after  which.,  turning 
to  an  elderly  citizen,  who,  supported  on  a 
cnitch,  had  been  a  spectator  of  tiie  scene, 
he  asked — 

"  Know  you  the  cause  of  the  cruel 
treatment  this  poor  man  has  received  ?  or 
what  in  any  manner  has  led  to  the  vio- 
lence r 

*•  The  boy  is  weak,"  returned  the 
cripple;  ''  quite  an  innocent,  who  knows 
but  little  good,  but  does  no  harm.  The 
soldiers  have  been  carousing  in  yonder 
dram-shop,  and  they  often  get  the  poor 
lad  in  with  them,  and  sport  with  his  in- 
firmity.     If  these  sorts  of  doings  a'n't 
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checked,  I  fear  much  trouble  will  grow 
out  of  them !  Hard  laws  from  t'other  side 
of  the  water,  and  tarring  and  feathering 
on  this,  with  gentlemen  like  Colonel  Nes* 
Wtt  at  their  head,  will —  " 

**  It  is  wisest  for  us,  my  friend,  to  pursue 
the  subject  no  further,"  interrupted  the 
officer ;  **  I  belong  myself  to  '  Wolfed 
own,'  and  will  endeavour  to  see  justice 
done  in  the  matter;  as  you  will  credit 
when  I  tell  you  that  I  am  a  Boston  bo) 
But  though  a  native,  a  long  absence  ha 
obliterated  the  marks  of  the  town  from  m 
m^nory;  and  I  am  at  a  loss  to  threa 
these  crooked  streets.  Know  you  tl 
dwelling  of  Mrs.  Lechmere  ?" 

''  The  house  is  well  known  to  all 
Boston,''  returned  the  cripple,  in  a  voi 
sensibly  altered  by  the  information  that 
was  speaking  to  a  townsman.  *'  Job,  he 
does  but  little  else  than  run  of  errands,  a 
he  will  show  you  the  way  out  of  gratituc 
wont  you.  Job  ?" 

The  idiot,  for  the  vacant  eye  and 
-meaning,  boyish  countenance  of  the  yoi 
man  who  had  just  been  liberated,  but 
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plainly  indicated  that  he  was  to  be  in-* 
eluded  in  that  miserable  class  of  human 
beings^  answered  with  a  caution  and  re- 
hictance  that  were  a  little  remarkable, 
considering  the  recent  circumstanbes. 

"  Ma'am  Lechmere's  1  Oh  ^es.  Job 
fawws  the  way,  and  could  go  there  blind- 
folded, if— if— " 

"  If  what,  you  simpleton,**  exclaimed 
the  zealous  cripple. 
"  Why,  if  'twas  daylight." 
"  Blindfolded  and  daylight !  do  but  hear 
the  silly  child  !  come.  Job,  you  must  take 
this  gentleman  to  Tremont-street,  without 
further  words.  'Tis  but  just  sundown, 
Uy,  and  you  can  go  there  and  be  home 
and  in  your  bed  before  the  Old  South 
strikes  eight !" 

**  Yes  ;  that  all  depends  on  which  way 
you  go,*'  returned  the  reluctant  changeling. 
"Now,  I  know,  neighbour  Hopper,  you 
couldn't  go  to  Ma'am  Lechmere's  in  an 
hour,  if  you  went  along  Lynn-street,  and 
so  along  Prince-street,  and  back  through 
Snow^hill ;   and  especially  if  you  should 
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Stop  any  time  to  look  at  the  graves  oi 
Copps." 

*^  Pshaw  !  the  fool  is  in  one  of  his  sulk 
now,  with  his  Copps-hill  and  the  graves, 
interrupted  the  cripple,  whose  heart  ha 
wanned  to  his  youthful  townsman,  and  wh 
would  have  volunteered  to  shew  the  wa 
himself,  had  his  infirmities  permitted  t) 
exertion.  "  The  gentleman  must  call  tl 
grenadiers  back,  to  bring  the  child  to  re 


son. 


^*  'Tis  quite  unnecessary  to  be  harsh  wi 
the  unfortunate  lad,"  said  the  young  s< 
dier ;  **  my  recollections  will  probably  5 
me  as  I  advance  ;  and  should  they  not 
can  inquire  of  any  passenger  I  meet.*' 

"  If  Boston  was  what  Boston  has  be 
you  might  ask  such  a  question  of  a  c 
inhabitant  at  any  comer,"  said  the  crip] 
"  but  it's  rare  to  see  many  of  our  pe< 
in  the  streets  at  this  hour,  since  the  ri 
sacre.  Besides,  it  is  Saturday  night, 
know ;  a  fit  time  for  these  rioters  to  ch 
for  their  revelries.  For  that  matter, 
soldiers  have  grown  more  insolent 
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ever,  since  they  have,  met  that  disappoint- 
meDt  about  the  cannon  down  at.  Salem  ; 
but  I  needn't  tell  such  as  you  what  the 
soldiers  are  when  they  get  a  little  savage." 

'*  I  know  my  comrades  out  indifferently 
well,  if  their  conduct  to-night  be  any  spe- 
dmesk  of  their  ordinary  demeanor,  sir/' 
retomed  the  officer;  **  but  follow,  Meriton ; 
I  apprehend  no  great  difficulty  in  our 
path." 

The  pliant  valet  lifted  the  cloak-bag  he 
carried  from  the  ground,  and  they  were 
about  to  proceed,  when  the  natural  edged 
himself  in  a  sidelong,  slovenly  manner, 
nigfaer  to  the  gentleman,  and  looked  ear- 
nestly up  in  his  face  for  a  moment  where 
he  seemed  to  be  gathering  confidence  to 
say,  **  Job  will  shew  the  officer  Ma'am 
Lechmere's,  if  the  officer  wont  let  the  gran- 
nies catch  Job  afore  he  gets  off  the  North 
End  ag'in." 

*'  Ah  !*'  said  the  young  man,  laughing, 
*'  there  is  something  of  the  cunning  of  a 
fool  in  that  arrangement.  Well,  I  accept 
the  conditions  ;  but  beware  how  you  take 
me  to  contemplate  the  graves  by  moonlight. 
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w  I  shall  deliver  you  not  only  to  the  gran< 
Dies,  but.  to  the  light  in£mtry»  artillery,  and 
aU." 

With  this  good-natured  threat,  the  office 
followed  his  nimble  conductor,  after  takinj 
a  friendly  leave  of  the  obliging  crippU 
who  continued  his  admonitions  to  the  m 
tural  not  to  wander  from  the  direct  rout< 
while  the  sounds  of  his  voice  were  audib 
to  the  retiring  party.  The  progress  of  h 
guide  was  so  rapid  as  to  require  the  youi 
officer  to  confine  his  survey  of  the  narrc 
and  crooked  streets  through  which  tb 
passed,  to  extremely  hasty  and  imperfi 
glances.  No  very  minute  observati< 
however,  was  necessary  to  perceive  that 
was  led  along  one  of  the  most  filthy  a 
infisrior  sections  of  the  town,  and  whc 
notwithstanding  his  efforts,  he  found 
impossible  to  recall  a  single  feature  of 
native  place  to  his  remembrance.  ^ 
complaints  of  M eriton,  who  followed  el 
at  the  heels  of  his  master,  were  loud 
frequent,  until  the  gentleman,  a  1 
doubting  the  sincerity  of  his  intract 
conductor,  exclaimed, — 
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"  Hare  you  nothing  better  than  this  to 
show  a  townsman,  who  ha&  been  absent 
seTcoteea  years,  on  his  return  !  Pray  let 
vs  go  through  some  better  streets  than 
thb,  if  any  there  are  in  Boston  which 
can  be  called  better." 

The  lad  stopped  short,  and  looked 
up  in  the  face  of  the  speaker,  for  an 
instant,  with  an  air  of  undisguised  amaze* 
meat,  and  then,  without  replying,  he 
changed  the  direction  of  his  route,  and 
after  one  or  two  more  deviations  in  his 
path,  suddenly  turning  again,  he  glided 
up  an  alley,  so  narrow  that  the  passenger 
might  touch  the  buildings  on  either  side  of 
him.  The  officer  hesitated  an  instant  to 
eater  this  dark  and  crooked  passage,  but 
perceiving  that  his  guide  was  already  hid 
by  a  bend  in  the  houses,  he  quickened  his 
steps,  and  imviediately  regained  the 
ground  he  had  lost.  They  soon  emei^ged 
from  the  obMurity  of  the  place,  and  issued 
oa  a  street  of  greater  width. 

"  There  1"     said    Job,     triumphantly, 
when  they  had  effected  this  gloomy  pas- 
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sage,  *'  does  the  king  live  in  so  crooked 
and  narrow  a  street  as  that  !'* 

*'  His  Majesty  must  yield  th«  point  ii 
your  favour,"  returned  the  officer. 

"  Ma*am  Lechmere  is  a  grand  lady ! 
continued  the  lad,  seemingly  following  th 
current  of  his  own  fanciful  conceits,  "  an 
she  wouldn't  live  in  that  alley  for  th 
world,  though  it  is  narrow,  like  the  roa 
to  heaven,  as  old  Nab  says ;  I  suppos 
they  call  it  after  the  Methodists  for  tht 
reason/' 

"  I  have  heard  the  road  you  mentis 
termed  narrow,  certainly,  but  it  is  al 
called  straitt*"  returned  the  officer,  a  litl 
amused  with  the  humour  of  the  la< 
*^  but  forward,  the  time  is  slipping  aw^ 
and  we  loiter." 

Again  Job  turned,  and  moving  onwa.^ 
he  led  the  way,  with  swift  steps,  ale 
another  narrow  and  crooked  path,^  Avhi* 
however,  better  deserved  the  name  o 
street,  under  the  projecting  stories  of 
wooden  buildings,  which  lined  its  sic 
After  following  the  irregular  windings 
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their  route  for  some  distance,,  they  entered 
a  triangular  area,  of  a  few  rods  in  extent, 
where  Job,  disregarding  the  use  of  the 
narrow  walk,  advanced  directly  into  the 
centre  of  the  open  space.  Here  he  stop- 
ped once  more,  and  turning  his  vacant  face 
with  an  air  of  much  seriousness,  toward^ 
a  building  which  composed  one  side  of  the 
triangle,  he  said,  with  a  voice  that  ex- 
pressed his  own  deep  admiration — 

"  There— that's  the  *  old  North !'  did 
you  ever  see  such  a  meetin'us*  afore !  does 
the  king  worship  God  in  such  a  temple  !'* 

The  officer  did  not  chide  the  idle 
liberties  of  the  fool^  for  in  the  antiquated 
and  quaint  architecture  of  the  wooden 
edifice,  he  recognized  one  of  those  early 
efforts  of  the  simple,  puritan  builders, 
whose  rude  tastes  have  been  transmitted 
to  their  posterity  with  so  many  deviations 
in  the  style  of  the  same  school,  but  so 
little  of  improvement.  Blended  with 
these  considerations,  were  the  dawnings  of 
revived  recollections :  and  he  smiled,  as 
he  recalled  the  .time  when  he  also  used  to 
look  up  at  the  building  with  feelings  some- 


48  LIONEL  LINCOLN. 


what  allied  to  the  profound  admiration  o 
the  idiot.  Job  watched  his  countenanc 
narrowly,  and  easily  mistaking  its  expres 
sion,  he  extended  his  arm  toward  one  < 
the  narrowest  of  the  avenues  that  enten 
the  area,  ^here  stood  a  few  houses  of  mo 
than  common  pretension. 

*'  And  there  ag'in!"  he  continue 
"there's  palaces  for  you!  stingy Tomi 
lived  in  the  one  with  the  pile-axters,  a 
the  flowers  hanging  to  their  tops ;  and  \ 
the  crowns  on  them  too !  stingy  Tom 
loved  crowns,  they  say ;  but  Province 
wasn't  good  enough  for  him,  and  he  li 
here-r-now  they  say  he  lives  in  one  of 
king's  cupboards !" 

"  And  who  was  stingy  Tommy,  and  i 
right  had  he  to  dwell  in  Province-He 
if  he  would  r 

"  What  right  has  any  governor  to  li 
Province*us !  because  it*s  the  king's !  tb 
the  people  paid  for  it." 

"  Pray,  sir,  excuse  me,"  said  Me 
from  behind,  "but  do  the  Ame: 
usually  call  aJl  their  governors  stingy 
miesr 


•  < 

questioii*  from  his  valet,  and  perc^ve4 
that  he  had  been  accompanied  thus  ftr  by 
the  ^ed  stranger,  who  stood  at  hia  elbow, 
ieuung  on  his  ataff,  studying  with  close 
attention  the.late  dwelling  of  Hutcbjiiaon, 

« 

while  the  light  of  the.  moon  fell^  unob- 
atmcted,  on  the  deep  lines  of  hia  haggftrd 
&ce.  During  the  first  surprise  of  this,  dis- 
covery,  he  forgot  to ,  reply,  and  Job  took 
the  vindication  of  his .  language  into  his 
owD  hands. 

"To  be  sure  they  do-rthey  call  people 
by  their  right  names/^  he  said:  ''  Insygn 
Peel  is  called  Insygn  Peck ;  and  you  call 
Deacon  Winslow  any  thing  but  Deacon 
Winslow,  and  see  what  a  look  he'll  give 
you !  and  I  am  Job  Pray,  so  caviled ;  and 
why  shouldn't  a  govemof  be  called  stingy 
Tonuny,  if  he  is  a  stingy  Tommy  ?" 

''  fie  careful  how  you  speak  lightly  of 
the  king's  representative,"  said  the  young 
officer,  raising  his  light  cane  with  the  affec- 
tation of  correcting  the  changelmg- — \'  For^ 
%d  you.  that  I.am.a  scfldier  ?'' 

llie  idiot  shrunk  bad&  a  little,  timidly^ 

VOL.  I.  C 


ted^tiieii  Imiii|^  fiMn  aiidei'>]iii|fli&lfeii 
Waw^  he.  aii8i4!«red<^*^  I  heaiid  ym  mf^yofix 
^^re  ia 'Boston  boy  r 
"'WhB  ^entlem^  vtt  tfboat  to  indLC  < 
^yftil  r6piy,  i;iiie&  the  aged  strange 
pMsed  swiftly  before  him,  and  toc^  hi 
alaaik!  at  the  aide  of  the  lad,  with  amaimc 
to  K^cnarkable  for  its  earnestness,  that 
entirely  changed  the  current  of  histhougfat 
'^  The  young  man  knows  tibe  ties  of  blo< 
aad  coniMy/'  the  stranger  muttered,  **  ai 
I  honour  him  !*' 

it  night  have  been  Ibe  sudden  recolb 
tixm  of  the  danger  of  those  aihisions,  wb: 
tiie  officer  so  weil  understood,  and  towb 
his  accidental  association  with  the  singt 
being  who  uttered  them,  had  begun  to 
aitiarize  his  ear,  l^at  induced  the  yout' 
resume  his  walk,  silently,  and  in  c 
thought,  s^ong  the  streets  By  Am  m 
neirt,  he  escaped  observing  Hie  co 
gMs{>(tf  the  hand  which  the  ^d  stra 
bestowed  on  the  idiot,  while  fae  ontitte 
i)Mr  more-  terms  of  oomnieiMiatioii- 
«oon  took  his  istatleii  in  fiponl^  axu: 
<rhole  party  moved  on,  again»  thoos^ 
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ktk  npU  'stridflSL  Am  the  lad  ad'raoMd 
iteper  into  the  tdwn,  he  eridently  wavBiei 
once  or  twice  in  his  choiee  of  streets^  and 
the  lAeer  began  to  suspect  thatthe  chimge^ 
hog  cfiBtempfaited  one  of  iiis  wild  circaks^ 
to  tvaid  the  direct  riMite  to  ahoiise  flmt  he 
manifisstly  approached  widbi  great  relactt 
aaee.  Once  or  tvioe  the  yotmg  soldiet 
bdied  abont  him>  intending  to  inquire  the 
diieotkm*  of  the  first  passenger  be  might 
see;  bnt  the  qui^  of  deep  nighft  already 
pervaded  the  place,  and  not  an  individual 
but  those  who  accompanied  him,  appeared 
in  die  long  ranges  of  streets  they  had  passed^ 
The  air  of  the  guide  va^  becoming  so 
dogged^  and  hesitalu^,  that  his  fibllower 
had  just  d^ennined  to  make  an  application 
at  sue  of  the  docors,  when  they  emerged 
fima  a  dark,  dirty,  and  gloomy  street,  on  an 
open  space,  of  much  greater  extent  than 
th0  one  they  had  so  recently  left.  Passing 
Mider  the  waUa  of  a  blackened  dwelling, 
#ob  led  the  vMy  to  Hht  centne  of  a  swingkig 
bridge,  wfeieh  was  thrown  across  an  inlet 
tk^  hmhow,  that  extended  a  dioi$ 
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di'sfehce  irfto^th^t'area;  ferfiiift^^S  sfifflw 
dock.  Here  he'tobk  "tus  stahitf/M^iANrwed 
<iie  View  bt  the  sxiiTotihAlng  'bftjeets^to 
work-  its  own  effect  on  those  lioe  Ibil^  ccm- 
difet^^  tlufcher.'  iTie  iqtaxe  Was  febm^osed 
of  roMTs  of  low,  gloomy,  ind'  itregnla 
tbuseis,  most  of  which  had  the^appearanc 
bf  being  but  little  used.  Stretchihg  fh)i 
'the  end  of  t'^W' basin,  and^a^  little  on  or 
iide,  a  loiig,  narrow,  edifice,  oTnamentc 
witii  pilasters,  perforated  with  arched  wi 
dows,  'land  surinounted  by  a  humble  cupo 
feared  its  walls  of  brick,  undeir  the  light 
the  moon«  The  story  which  held  the  re 
of  silent  glistening  windows,  was  supper 
on  abutments  and  arches  of  the  same  i 
terial,'tiirough  the  narrow  vistas  of  wl 
were  to  be  seen  the  shambles  6f*  the  c^ 
:^u  market-piace.-  Heavy  doruicie 
stoiie  w6re  laid  above  and  benesitli 
pilasters,  and  something  more  tnaii  th 
skilful  .architecture  of  the  dwelling  li» 
they  had  passed,  was  affected  thrbu 
tne  whole  structure.  While  tbe  i 
g;azed  at  this  sc^ne,  the  idiot  Watctl 


•*  H  you .  ipn't  baow,  Fuiuie|-Hs^l^  you 

"  Bat  I  do  kuow  Faimeil-Hfills  and  I  am 
a  Boston  boy/'  returned  jtfa^^  ^mused^gep* 
lleman;  ''.the  place  begii^  t9  freshen  aa 
mj  memory,  and  I  now  recall  the  scenes 
of  my  childhood." 

''This,  then/'. said,  the  age4  strftnger^ 
''  is  Ae  spot  where  liberty  has  found  so 
many  hold  advocates !" 

''  It  would  do  the  king's  heart,  good*  to 
hear  the  people  talk  in  old  Funnel,  some^ 
times/'  said  Job ;  ''  I  was  on  the  comishes> 
and  looked  into  the  winders,  the  last  town- 
meetin'-da^  and  if  there  was  soldiers,  on 
the  common,,  there  was  them  in  the  hall 
that  didn't,  c^  for  them !" 

'*  All  tlv9  is  very  amusing,  no  doubt,'' 
aaid.the  ^oi^oer^  gravely,  f'  but  it  does  not 
ad^ee.me.a.^t  on  my  way  to  Mrs. 
U^^s."  , 

"  It  is  also  mBtructmg/'  .exclaimed  the 
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ipBvaimpfe  ftdiBga  thua  ejqnnved.;  they 
iodicate  the  state  of  the  publiii  miiuL' ' 

"'Why/'  said  Job,  '' they. wefe  plain 
tfpeken,  thftt^^s- all,  and  it  vnoidd  be  hettei 
for  the  king  to  come  over,  and  hear  thai 
~4t  would  pull  down  his  piide,  and  mak 
him  pity  the  people,  and  then  he  wouldn* 
think  6f  shutting  up  Boston  harbou 
Suppojfe  he  should  stop  the  water  firoi 
coming  in  by  the  narrows,  why  we  shou 
get  it  by  Broad  Sound !  and  if  it  didi 
come  by  Broad  Sound,  it  would  by  Nt 
tasket!  He  needn't  thmk  that  the  Boat 
folks  are  so  dumb  as  to  be  cheated  out 
God's  water  by  acts  of  Parliament,  ^1 
old  Funnel  stands  in  the  dock  square  V 

''  Sirrah  i"  exclaimed  the  oflSicer,  a  li 
^Bgnly,  *'  we  hare  already  loitered  ^ 
thfiolockaare  striking  eig^" 

The  idiot  lost  his  animation,  and  lotw 
in  ihia  tooks  .i^ain^  as  he>aBswered-«~ 
i  .  f  ^  WeU^  I  teld  neighbour  Hopper 
.wal;  Awre  la^ys  itor  naa'am  ^Lechmere's 
sttaigfat  forward  i  but  every  body  k 
Mb'h  bMsbcBs.  better /than  Job. bii 
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i0»«  j«t  iMdce  me  &rgeic.tfad  jroad  9 'icti 
gvii  aiid«di<pld  Nal|»  ahe^faiOMaii  tbefirayi 
toowaUr'     '  ■  •  :•  •  -^    .  ■  ->;  »jibui 

'lOU  Nak!  you  wUful.^lt!/.tv«a  !• 
Kib,  and  wkntiiairelito  ck>'^£ttiraiiy3biib 

'^  Every  body  in  Beston  >km>#biAbi|^ 
Pwy*"  •  »•)'     i  »  .  ».M  .'  (i» 

"Wlmt  of  herr  asked  tiidie  alasaiiilf 
laioe  of  the  atnogw ;  ^  iiifhat  ofcj^^ibjigail 
Pkajy  boy;  iaaheiiothoMBt?'''^  / 

^Yea,  as  poverty  oabtaab^  iiair/'  r&> 
tmnd  the  natoial,  gleeihiy;  >'9dw<4lui 
kiof  haaaaid  theto  diifl  be>ao  goddairat 
tea  aeat  to  Boatoa,  and  tto  peqile)'iveh5t 
Ittro  die  bohea^  itfs  easy  lim^tidM  free^^^ 
Nab  keepa  her  ImdLater^atadS  in  the  old 
waie'iia%  end  k^ooA  phee  it  b  too<^Qb 
aad'  hia  malbea^hayeearii  a  Mem  to  isieeii 
in,  and  they  say  the  kmg  and  queen  hlnr«ift 

WhSe  kewasapealdng^  the^fMefi'faia 
fialaien  wevedsMrn  by  hia  geatbies  to wavd 
teraingalar  edifioe  to  whksh  he  iteded. 
Ltte  -moet  of  the  others  axliaoent  ta  the 
sqease,  il  ^waa^  low,  ohl^  dirtyr^and  dttrk.i 


flai|kiqd  by  as  m^ay  low  l^x^gmsd  toweys, 
f^jbich  jUirmiaa^    like:  the  :m«m  builiting 
jK^li^:  ^l  high   pc^ated  roofi^  tSed^ .  and 
(ipiapp^  .  widi    rude    omamente.      LoDjt 
^^aqges  qC  39iaU  windows  were  to  be  seen 
ill  the  dusky  walls,  through  one  of  which 
^e  Ugkt  of  I  a,  solitary  candle  was*  gCiomer* 
mgg^  thfi  only,  iiuiicatkni  of  the  presoice  of 
life  about  the  silent  aisidf^loomybnildiiig. 
,•    f' Nab  knows  ma'am  Lechmere  better 
than  Jpb/'  :  continued .  the  idiot,  after  a 

tooment'$.  pause,    ''and   she  will   know 

■ 

whether  ma'axn  Lechmere  will  have  Job 
T^hipped  for  bringing  company  on  Saturn 
jday-night ;  though  they  *8ay  .shQ's  so*  ful] 
pf 'Scoffcry  f  as  tatalk,  drink  tea,  aAd  lau^fa 
^  thait  iright,  just  the  san^e  as  ^ny  othei 

,  '*  1  will  pledge  myself  t^%er  ^q^iteoui 
treatment,"  the  officer  ^tfFft^f. ! j^F^Aini 
Imbe  weary:  of  tl^  fqolV  del^i  ^^  .^ w    - 
^^  ''  Let  u&  see  thia  AlMgail;P]^,;T.^9p;si^ 
^  aged  at^^)f^  ^ttdd«i4y  s^siaiipt^^Jtji 


of  iHifeb'ftey^immediately  ai^^  '"' 

Thtis  left  on  the  bridge  tv«h  %^^ 
tlie  ydong  officer  hesitated  a  is&gle  iirsfb^ 
lK)Wtoact ;  but  yielding  to  the  secret  and 
powerfbl  interest  wfaidi  the  stranger  had 
succeeded   in    throwing   around  -all    his 
movements  and  opinions,  he  Ind .  Meriton 
await  his.  return,  and  followed  his  guide 
and  the  old  man  into  the  cheerless  habitar 
tioQ  of  the  former     On  passing  the  outer 
door  he  found  himself  in  a  spacious,  but 
rode  aqpartment,  whi^h,  from  its  appear- 
ance, as  well  as  from  the  few  articles  of 
heavy  but  vahieless  merchandise  it  now 
cimtained,  would  seem  to  have  been  used 
once  as  a  storehouse.    The  light  drew  his 
steps  toward  a  room  in  one  of  the  towers, 
where,  as.  he  approached  its  open  door; 'h^ 
heitiQ'tiie  lond,  sharp  tones  of  a  wohian's 
toWfyWaaimibg—-  .  .;;   >  i 

"  Where  fakve  ytti  lieen;  ^raiBelefis^  tidi 
Bit»r^^«^ht!-ta^g'  at  thi^  hddls'  of 
Aff-sflSer^;  or^gazf&g  at  4he ^eii-of-wft^; 
iMi'Uitir  uBgbiiltHei^y ^^  ^d 


^fda  knew  tttat  a  ship  was  in  the  My;  and 
tbat^  Madame  Lecfalnere  had' desired  me  to 
tend  her  thfef  first  notice  V>f  its  airival. 
fiete  hate  I  been  waiting  for  you  ti^  go  ap 
to  Tremont-street  since  san<l6wn,  with  the 
li^ws,  and  you  are  ont  of  call-^u,  that 
know  so  well  who  it  is  she  expects !" 

^  Don't  be' cross  to  Job,  mother,  for  the 
granniesfaavb  been  cutting  his  back  with 
cords,  till  the  Uood  runs  1 — ^Ma'am  Lech* 
mere !  I  do  believe,  mother,  that  Ma'am 
Lechmere  has  moved ;  for  I've  been  trying 
to  find  her  house  this  hour,  because  there's 
a  gentleman  who  landed  firom  the  skx^ 
Wanted  Job  to  show  him  the  way." 

**  What  means  the  ignorant  boy  T*  ex 
claimed  his  mother. 

*'  He  alludes  to  me,"  said  the  officer,  en 
tering  the  apartment;  ''  I  am  the  persox 
tf  any,  expected  by  Mrs.  Ledimere,  an 
have  just  landed  from  the  Avon,  ef  Biistol 
but  your  son  has  led  me  a  circuitous  pat] 
Indeed ;  at  one  time  he  spoke  of  visitit 
Use  graves  on  Copps-Hill." 
!    ««  Sxcuse  the  ignorant  and  witless  cfail 


naa  ke^y  tlupQu^  hor  q[>ecttcle8 ;  '';  Jl|^ 

boMtbe  wayai^weU  M  tq  bis  ewnlw^i 

batheis  nidlfid  at  times*     Tfais  vUl  bff; # 

jeyftlDigbtin  Tremottt^straet'I;  Sk)fiiw4:» 

80tt^  and  80  stately  too  I  excuse  mQ,  ^yovog 

geotlaimii,'' she  added,  raisiag  th^  eandleto 

liiBfeatares  with  an  evideat  n&consciousiiesil 

of  the  act—"  he  has  the  sweet  ^spiile  of  the 

mother,  and  the  terrible  eye  of  hb  fietther? 

God  forgive  us  all  our  sins,  and  make  u» 

bappier  in  anoth^  world  than  in 'this  place 

of  evil  and  wickedness !"    As  she  muttered 

the  latter  words,  the  woman  set  aside  her 

candle  with  an  air  of  singular  agitation^ 

Each  syllable,  notwithstanding  her  secret 

intention,  was  heard  by  the  officer,  acrosar 

^ose  countenance  there  passed  a  sudden 

gloom  that  doubled  its  sad  expression.  He> 

however,  said*-* 

**  You  know  me,  and  my  family,  then  V* 

*'  I  was  at  your  birth,  young  gentlemai), 

and  a  joyful  birth  it  was  ?  but  Madam  Lech-r 

moe  waits  fof  the  news,  and  my  unfortu-* 

nate  child  shall  speedily  conduct  you  to  her 

door;  she  will  teH  you  lA  that  it  is  proper 


W  H9iiS$th  ^^ 


getting  to,  in  that  conj^ji  t^e^,y|i?ijjrf  b^tr 
^sboiT  ^^.,g|^lf^i^.tp,  i;rfjp|?ipt-^et 

8??.  .^  JV^W  W^mW^'s  J"    .     .1       , 
,., '.' Jfik.f^\jl,^fi^vej^  gQ,  if  Job  cp^^  Itelp 

it/'  »M»t^r84%.3^^en  bpy  j  'f  an4  if  Nab 

lw4  imMW»gfmp»  -fiyPMlfi  Mv<?  b^ft  better 
for  li9)r.«ai^;,'     ,     , 

"  Po  jii^ta  4flf^»  disrespectful  viper  !'*  ex- 
claim(^.,ther,a];|g^,  qjueen,  seizing,  in  the 
violence  of,  ^^r  f^ry,  the  tongs,  and  threat- 
ening th^  l^ejiid  of  h^r  stubborn  child. 

"  Wo^mang,  jt^e}"  sa^d  a  voice  behind. 
,  The  da^ge^roins  weapon  fell  from  the 
n^rvel^esj}  hspA  9^  f^^  vixep,  and  the  hues 
of  hej;  yellow  and  withered  countenance 
changed  .to  thp  whiteness  of  death.  She 
stood  motioiUe^s,  for  near  fi ,  minute^,  as  i 
riveted. to  the  spot  by  a  sup^rhupiaii  po^irer 
before,  sbe,  succeeded  in  ni^utteripgj^  V  wh< 
speaks  to  ipe  r  .  .    ...,     '.. 

"  Jt  19  i;\refsxmed  the  strai^i^r,^^^Y^C 
ing  frpp^  th?  s^^^w  of  th^  door  into  tiu 
dim  light  of.  the  .c^n^le ;  '*  a  mf^  wh^  lia^ 
numbered  ages^  and  who  knows,  that  a/ 


Giid  loVe^  Mif(;  s6'i^  VeiioiHA  to  Id^the 
chadl^hoflii^lblite.'^'  ''•'--'  '^       ^  -^ 

The  ligM  lUb^  of fUe  Sst^diiuti  fobt^tik^ 
stabflity;  in  t  trethof  thkt  »kook -ete^ 
fibre  in  her  body ;  tUt  suUlc  ia  Her  dhftii^, 
ttdh'creyies  rolled  from  the  fdce  'of  one 
visiter  to  that  of  the  other;  white  heir  utf « 
successful  efforts  to  titter,  denoted  tiiat  bhe 
bad  temporarily  lost  the  cbttiinand  -  df 
speech*  Job  stole  to  thi^  side  of  the 
stranger,  in  this  short  interval^  and  looking 
np  in  his  face  piteously,  he  saiid^ — 

"  Don't  hurt  old  Nab — read  that  good 
saying  to  her  out  of  the  Bible,  and  shell 
never  strike  Job  with  the  tongs  ag'in ;  'will 
you,  mother  ?  See  her  cup,  where  sbe  hid  it 
under  the. towel,  when  you  came  iAi 
Ma'am  Lechmere  gives  her  the  plson  tea 
to  drink,,  and  then  Nab  is  never  so  good  to 
Job,  as  Job  would  be  to  mother,  if  mother 
was  half-witted,' and  Job  was  old  Nab.'' 

The  stranger  considered  the  moving 
countenance  of  the  boy,  whSie  he  pleaded 
tbus  eahiestly  in  behalf  of  his  mother,^  with 
inaiked  attention,  and  when  he  haddone^ 


hestroboi  the  head  of  the  MtwH  com« 
poeeionately,  md  8a]d«^ 
'  '"^  Plior»  imbeeile child  1  Qod  has  denied 
the  most  pteeioiu  of  fakgiffat,  end  yet  hie 
spirit  haven  amutid  thee  ;  f<Hr  thou  ovot 
dittingptnfth  between  ansterity  and  kindness^ 
and  thou  hant  learnt  to  know  good  from 
eril.  Young  man,  see  you  no  moral  in  this 
dispensettion !  Nothing,  which  says  that 
Providence  bestows  no  gift  in  vain ;  while 
it  points  to  the  difference  between  the  duty 
that  is  fostered  by  indulgence,  and  that 
which  is  extorted  by  power !" 

The  office  avoided  the  ardent  looks  of 
the  stranger,  and  after  an  embarrassing 
pause  of  a  moment,  he  expressed  his  rea- 
diness, to  the  reviving  w<nnan,  to  depart 
on  his  way.  The  matron,  whose  eye  had 
never  ceased  to  dwell  on  the  features  of  the 
old  man,  since  her  fiiculties  were  restored, 
arose  slowly,  and  in  a  feeble  voice,  directed 
her  son  to  show  the  road  to  Tremont^treet. 
She  had  acquired,  by  long  practice,  a  man- 
ner, that  never  feiled  to  controul,  when  ne- 
cessary, the  wayward  humours  of  her  child , 


tolemoity  impsffted  4ki  beif^imce^  by  dMp 
igittfioii^. Aided  ia  eifeatnqRp'  ter  «bfMt 
Job  qinedymroiBe^tttdpfopeKd  >lui^^  io 
ODBplyi  The  maimdiB  of  tike  ^vhole  pdity 
wm  a  rtetraint  ^dtieh  implied  they  hftd 
toDched  on  fedittgs  that  it  would  he  wiser 
to  smotlier,  and  the  separatioD  ^Hmld  have 
been  aleat,  though  courteous;  mk  the  part 
of  die  youth,  had  he  notf^pereeived  the 
passage  still  fiUed  by  the  motioiUefis  form 
of  the  stranger. 

''  You  will  precede  me,  sir/'  he  said ; 
''  the  hour  grows  late,  and  you,  too,  may 
need  a  guide  to  find  your  dwelling/' 

"  To  me,  the  streets  of  Boston  hare  long 
been  iamiliar,"  returned  the  old  man.  ''  I 
have  noted  the  increase  of  the  town  as  a 
parent  notes  the  increasing  stature  of  his 
child ;  nor  is  my  love  for  it  less  than  pater- 
nal. It  is  enough  that  I  am  within  its 
limits,  where  Uberty  is  prized  as  the  great- 
est good ;  and  it  matters  not  under  what 
roof  I  lay  my  head,  this  will  do  as  well  as 
another." 

"  This !"  echoed  the  other,  glancing  his 
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eyes  over  the  miserable  fttrnituret  aod 
scamung  the  air  of  poverty  that  pervaded 
the  pl^ce ;  *'  why  this  house  has  even  less 
of  comfort  than  the  ship  we  have  left !" 

*'  It  has  enough  for  my  wants^"  said  the 
stranger,  seating  himself  with  composure, 
and  deliberately  placing  his  bundle  by  his 
side.  *' Go  you  to  your  palace,  in  Tre- 
mont^street :  it  shall  be  my  care  that  we 
meet  again." 

The  officer  understoqd  the  character  oi 
his  companion  too  well  to  hesitate,  and 
bending  low,  he  quitted  the  apartment^ 
leaving  the  other  leaning  his  head  on  hh 
cane,  m  absent  musing,  while  the  amazed 
matron  was  gazing  at  her  unexpected 
guest,  with  a  wonder  that  was  not  un 
mingled  with  dread. 


•  < 


-M  'N.      f.\         '  .  '.-.'  •     .  i  » ./q   mi 

•1     .     '  .•  .  ".      ^iJ  ?>"  i  ,1  •  j«a;U^ 
..     CHAPTBI^iUJ^iM  ,(.ji  .  I  -Kin 

"  From  siker  spouts  il^  g^tefol  U^oon  ff^dtf^  ^ 
"  White  China's  earth  rebelrei  the  smoldiig  tub : 
'''itQBoetlwy  ffntifj their MCBt and  ttal^j^  .\''      '   ^^ 


"  Aad  is^iMiil  «api  piBitlill  te  ik{b  ■•11^?' 


./  *  ' 


AajM  qf  the  Lock, 

The  recsoUectioaof /the  oepeated  adiiiom«- 
tkmaof  liis'iiiotfaar^  sened  mJcecp  J<Qt>;ttf 
Ub  pliipaie.  Tile  iiigtant  tittfr<officer.«p-i 
peared,  he  held  hift'.-wajrtaciiossrthe  hridip^ 
and  after  proceediiigJmr  a  «host4iateBce 
ibrtfaer,  aloi^  the  water's  edge;  liieyjnteiedL 
abroad  and  well  built  av^iiue,  which  led 
from  the  principal  wharf  into  the  upper 
parts  of  the  town.  Turning  up  this  street, 
the  lad  was  making  his  way,  with  great 
earnestness,  when  sounds  of  high  merri* 
nieatand  conriviality,  breaking  fix>m  an  op*- 
site  building,  cau^t  his  attention,  and  in- 
duced htm  to  pause. 


9&  uomui  iiwoaur^ 

^'  BemMiber  yiMr  aiodttr*8  fa^nactkm^''^ 
said  the  (^ee*;> ''^8t  see' gidiL'vmttliall 
tavwii«  to  state  at?"-  -*   * .  .t  t^         I 

I'Tis  the  Britisb  Ooffise^h<MMer  asidl 
Job,  shaking  his  head ;  ''  yes,  any  bodyi 
nigbt  knaw  <  Ihatt  by*  the  miae  they  make 
in'ton  Satufday-mghtl  see,  its  filled  nofir, 
with  Lcnrd  fiaot's  oAcers^  flaring  afoie  the 
windows,  just  like  so  many  red  devils ;  but 
to-moiiow,  wheat  the  Old  Soath  baU  rings, 
thej^Itferget  their  Lord  and  maker,  every 
sinner  anmng  them  !'- 

'' Fellow  r  exclaimed  the  officer,  «'  tins 
is  traspaasingtoo  fiur — proceed  to  Trenumt- 
staaet;  or  le«re  me,  that  I  may,  at  onee» 
procure  another  guide  !*' 

The' changeling  cast  ak>dk  aside. st  the 
angry  eye  of  the  other^  and  then  tutqed  nA 
piooeeded,' muttering  so  loudas  to.beiiaer- 
heard — 

^^  Efrery  body  that's  vaised  ia  Boston 
know»  how  to  keep  Satarday-nigfat  ;/and  if 
you're  a  Boston  boy,  you  shoBld  hbnra  ^o^ 
tonways^''  it 

The  aflicer  Ad^aot  aeplyi  and  aath^y 
now  proceeded  with  great  diUgence,  Uiey 


moQ  pntfid  dirodgli  King  aftd  Queen- 
ttreete,  attd  entered  that  of  Trenumt*  At  a 
little  digfaooe  from  the  turning.  Job  stopped^ 
and  pointing  to  a  bailding  near  them,  he 
ttid— 

*'  There;  that  house  with  the  conrt-*yMrd 
ifcreit,  and  the  pile-axtera,  and  the  grand 
looking  door,  thafs  Ma'am  Lechmere^a : 
and  every  body  saysshe'aa  grand  lady,  but 
I  say  itis  a  pity  ahe  isn't  a  better  woman.'' 

"  And  who  are  you,  that  yentures  thna 
boldly  to  speak  of  a  lady  so  mueh  your 
wpeiiorr 

''ITsaid  the  idiot,  looking  up  simply 
urto  the  fiice  of  his  interrogator ;  '^  I  am 
JobPray,80caUedr 

"Well,  Job  Pray,  here  is  a  crown  fw 
yoa.  The  next  time  you  act  as  guide, 
^moie to  yomr^busimas; — I  tell  you,  lad. 


^  <*ftr  a  crown." 

^i<^  Ato'^t^ft^e ''4ioMritt~tjkey  say  the 
i^'iKitehMJ  a  ^^kKMi,  aial  at  makes  him 
ilM^iBidi{»Mdyi^^^ 

'*  The  diraffection  must  have  spread  it« 
i^Mie^ tedeedj tf  mehr A  herafose 
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jtbeiiishalf  agttinea,  if  yoiilikB|[i)U-betteiv'' 
fjoT]ie!kktttaindcp*titiu«d  UokuigrA'stone 
filkoiit  with /his  toefi^  without  taking!  Us 
Jtaiuls'ihaai^the^tpoolM^  trheie  he  wore 
them  ordinarily^  with  a  sort  of'  idle  aiiv  as 
he  {leerM/froaritiaderilns  jiloaciied'.  hat  at 
lih]8<r6iiewedd&F>r  answering--^ 
.  '^YffMxrvoiddti'tktthegraiauBawli^J^ 
attd  Jkdr^wte't  ;take  your  mon^.'' 

'vWeUv  boyv  tlffire:is  more  of  gratitCMle 
in  tkafti  than  a>  wiser  man  would:  always 
leell  Come^  I  Menitoni  I  shall  mdet  the 
floor  feUow/again^vand  .will  not  foi^tthis. 
I  commission  you  to .  see  the  }ad  "better 
diBssed^  in  the  beginping  of.  the  week/' 
.  ^'>  Loid,  sir/'  isaid  ihe^ralet^  '^  if  it  is  your 
pleasure^  most  certsanly ;  bat  I  dedaie  I 
don't  know  in  whst  style  I  should*^  dress 
such  a.  figure  and  countonaiioe^  to  make 

any  thing  of  thesir  : 

''  Sir,  sir/'  coed  the  lady  rvmlmg  -9k^isnn 
sle|M(  isftes  fitlie:  officer^  w4vk  had  .RUKady 
proceeded,  V  if  you  woi^'t  let  the^  0iwa«w^ 


^i^aoFfettov) !  'weUriproottwe  d^  you 
diaJl  nat  1>d  •  ^i||iAiiir  alnided '  by  -  lany  <tf  tthjs 
aolferyi  :Qobd  si^ty  >my^ht>]MBt  friehd'*^ 
let  1B6 Me ymiiagfain/'    v     /iiv: 

The  ididt^appeared  Etebbisfied^itk^is  m^ 
surance,  for-  he  immediately  t^turaed,  and 
glidii^  ricMig*42lie  street  mth^fcivort'c^  shuf- 
fling  gait,  he  soon  -  di8appeal*eA'>ratiiid  iiie 
frst  comer.  In  the  mcfittitiHe^  the'^ycmng 
ofieer- advanced  to  the  entrance^wfa&ch  led 
mtD  the  court-yard  *«f»Mrs;''^Le«hiUe^'s 
^v^eOing.  Th^  htfude  wai^  &£  <bif cte,  and  4j( 
na  exterior  s^g^er  more^  pretending  than 
nK)at:'«f./tinK&'  in  tfa-knife^eF  parta^io^lte 
to«ii^.It  vas  faettvilyiioitnameivised/W^^ood; 
acwdiifg  to  Ifcie  tBaten£B)jiGin0iirI)atJMffiiQr 
da^and/pneseDtedia  front  of  seven  tmndows 
isLBJta  two'JoppetmtxmBSf  those natttheucoE^ 
tiemes  being  much  namwer)  Hujul  idm 
siiteis/^nQta0ic»mi-  floor  ^Inid  tin  game  ar- 
nttgckeM^n^^'tii^eiittepiion  (»f^the  fiiiE^ 

Stiong  lights  were  shining  in  many  parts 
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wMh  the  gloomy  and  d«ik«iW^4d^SceA>  4n 
its  Ticixiity,  en  Aiff<  trfipeciiUwfjgiietgr'ead 
life.    The  nqp  <rf  the  •  gientl^iian  iWM  ea* 
•werad  mstaotly  fay  an  old{)i>Iidk^  dreMed 
in  a  faecomjng/  andwhatt,  lerthe  usioam^ 
was  a  rich  Ihrery.    The  uiqiiiry  for  Mn. 
LechmeMwas  successftd,  aqd  tlie  ymith 
eo]Mlucted(thDo«gh  a  hall  ei  some  dinen- 
Biom,  into  an  apartment  vUch  opened  from 
one  of  ilB  aides.    •  This  room  would  be  con« 
aidered^  «t  the  .present  day »  as  much  too 
wobbUI  tO'  contain  the  fashion  of  a  country 
town;  but  what  in^>ortance  it  wanted  in 
aize«  was  amply  compensated^  for  in  tke 
richness  and  labour  of  its  decorations.  The 
widls  weie  divided  into  con^Mrtments,  fay 
raised  panel-work,  beauttAiHy  painted  with 
imagmary  landscapes  and  ruins.    Thef^lit- 
teriotg  yaimshed  surfaces  4^  these  piotusas 
were  bmthened  with   armorial  beari^gn, 
wiMch  were  intended  to  illuslnte  the  al« 
liances  of  the  fiutnily.    Beneath  the  *s«rlMae 
WMe  smaller  ibnsions  of  panels^  paaotad 
with   various   architectural  devieas;  smd 
idiaye  it  rose,  between  the  compartanatta^ 
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AMidfilttlatft  ^  waod^  tkrkh  «^ 
Ids.  A  hekvy 'KM^en^  and*  hig^iijr  oan« 
wtnted  centtce»  stretched  aboTeihe  niiole, 
finniuiig  an  appropriate  qutlkiei  to  the 
wtfls.  The  QM  of  carpets  was/  atttiMt 
tiBM,  but  little  knowu  in  Ihe^  ooUnies^ 
tboogh  the  wealth  atidstatioB  of  Mrs.  Lech* 
mers  woiddparobaUy  have  i&trodueed  the 
haaaryy  had  not  her  zge,  and  tht^  nature  of 
^  iywUmg;  teatpted  her-to  adheie  to  jeuo* 
cksit  cQstoin.  The  floor*-  wlneh^  shene 
eqnaUy  wMi  the  funntaro,  was  tessellated 
with  small  alternate  squares  of  red  cedar 
and  pine,  aad  in  the  centre  were  the  '^  sa- 
Kurt  Ikiia''  of  Lechmere,  attemptedby  the 
bbEomry  of  the  joiner«  On  either  side  of 
theponderoQs  and  laixmred  mantd,  were 
ardied  cMspartnents,  of  plainer  work,  de* 
noting  use,  the  sliding  pands  of  one  of 
which  being  raised,  displayed  a  heaofe^ 
gleaning  wilii  massive  piste.  The  fami* 
tare  was  <Mt  rich,  and  heavy,  bat  in  per* 
fcet  fMMtntiMu  la  flie^  midst  of  this 
ioane  of  teienial  splendoar,  which  was 
rendered  as  impressive  as  possible  by  the 

mixBSk  lights,  alady. 
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far  in-the  decUne  ctUS^  Mt»  4n  froMil 
propriety,  on  a  smaUasltet.  l^oOoer 
had  thrown  hisolotk  into  ttie  handRxrf  Me- 
riton,  in  the  hall,  and  aa  he  advanoed  op 
the  apartment,  haa  form  appeared  in  the 
gay  dress  of  asoIdier>  giving  to  itaease  and 
fine  proporticms  die  additional  chann  of 
military  garnish.  The  hard,  severe  eye  of  tibe 
lady^sensibly  softened  with  pleased  surprise, 
as  it  dwelt  on  his  person  for  an  instant  after 
she  arose  to  receive  her  guest,  but,  the 
momentary  silence  was  first  broken  by  the 
youth,  who  said — 

*'  I  have  entered  unannoimced,  for  my 
impatience  has  exceeded  my  breeding,  ma- 
dam, while  each  step  I  have  taken  in  this 
house  recals  the  days  of  my  boyhood,  and 
of  my  former  fi^edom  within  its  walls/' 

''  My  cousin  Lincoln  I"  interrupted  the 
lady,  who  was  Mrs.'Lechmerie;'  *'  that 
dark  eye,  that  smile,  nay,  your  very  step 
announces  you !  I  must  have .  forgotten  m^ 
poor  brother,  and  one  also  who  is  still  sc; 
de^  to  us,  not  to  have  known  you  a  tru< 
Lincoln  1"  .     / 

.  .  There  was  a  distance  in  the  mmnflr.  c^ 
both,  at  meeting,  which  might  easily  hav 
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be^  imparted  by  the  precise  formula  of 
the  provincial  school;  of  which  the  lady 
was'  so  distin^i^hed  a  member,  but  which 
was  not  sufficient  f  d  explain  the  sad  ex- 
presrtoi!  that  sudd^nljr  arid  '  powerfully 
Wcftdedwith  the  youhg' thah's  smile,  as 
^he  spoke.  The  chart ge;  however,  was 
but  momentary,  and  he  atiS'vvered  cour- 
teously to  her  assurances  of  riecognition — 

"  I  have  long  been  taiight  to  expect  a 
second  home  in  Tremont-street,  and  I  find 
by  your  flattering  remembrance  of  myself 
and  parents,  dear  madam,  that  my  expec- 
tations are  justified ." 

The  lady  was  sensibly  pleased  at  this 
remark,  and  she  suffered  a  smile  to  unbend 
her  rigid  brow,  as  she  answered — 

*'  A  home,  certainly,  though  it  be  not 
such  a  one  as  the  heir  of  the  wealthy  house 
'  f  Lincohi  may  have  been  accustomed  to 
Iwell  in.  It  would  be  strange,  indeed, 
ould  any  allied  to  that  honourable  family 
.'Tgetto  entertain  its  representative  with 
'i<je  respect." 

The  youth  seemed  conscious  that  quite 
ts  much  had  now  been  said  as  the  occasion 
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required,  and  he  raised  his  head  from  bow- 
ing respectfully  on  her  hand,  with  the  in- 
tention of  changing  the  subject  to  one  lest 
personal,  when  his  eye  caught  a  glimpse 
of  the  figure  of  another,  and  more  youthful 
female,  who  had  been  concealed  hitherto 
by  the  drapery  of  a  window-curtain.  Ad- 
vancing to  this  young  lady,  he  said,  with  a 
quickness  that  rather  betrayed  his  willing- 
ness to  suspend  further  compliment — 

"  And  here  I  see  one  also,  to  whom  1 
have  the  honour  of  being  related ;  Miss 
Dynevor  ?" 

''  Though  it  be  not  my  grandchild,*'  said 
Mrs.  Lechmere^  "  it  is  one  who  claims  an 
equal  affinity  to  you,  Major  Lincoln ;  it  i4 
Agnes  Danforth,  the  daughter  of  my  hitc 
niece," 

**  Twas  my  eye  then,  and  not  my  feel 
ings  that  were  mistaken,''  returned  th« 
young  soldier ;  *'  I  hope  this  lady  will  ad 
mit  my  claim  to  call  her  cousin  ?"    , 

A  simple  inclination  of  the  body  was  tK 
only  answer  he  received,  though  she  did  no 
decline  the  hand  which  he  offered  with  hi 
salutations.    After  a  few  more  of  the  imui 
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expre^oDs  of  pleasure,  and  the  ordinary 
inquiries  that  succeed  such  meetings,  the 
party  became  seated,  and  a  more  regular 
discourse  followed. 

''  I  am  pleased  to  find  you  remeinber  us 
then,  cousin  Lionel,''  said  Mrs.  Lechmere ; 
"  we  have  so  little  in  this  remote  province 
that  will  compare  with  the  mother  country, 
I  bad  feared  no  vestiges  of  the  place  of 
your  birth  could  remain  on  your  mind." 

"  I  find  the  town  greatly  altered,  it  is 
true,  but  there  are  many  places  in  it  which 
I  still  remember,  though  certainly  their 
splendour  is  a  little  diminished^  in  my  eyes^ 
by  absence  and  a  familiarity  with  other 
scenes/' 

*'  Doubtless,  an  acquaintance  with  the 
British  court  will  have  no  tendency  to 
exalt  our  humble  customs  in  your  imagina- 
tion ;  neither  do  we  possess  many  build- 
ings to  attract  the  notice  of  a  travelled 
stranger.  There  is  a  tradition  in  our  fa- 
mily, that  your  seat  in  Devonshire  is  as 
large  as  any  dozen  edifices  in  Boston,  pub- 
lic or  private ;  nay,  we  are  proud  of  saying 
that  the  king  himself  is  lodged  as  well  as 
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the  head  of  the  Lincoln  family,  only  when 
at  hi$  castle  at  Windsor !" 

*'  RavensclifFe  is  certainly  a  place  of  some 
magnitude,"  returned  the  young  man,  care- 
lessly, "  though  you  will  remember  his 
Majesty  affects  but  little  state  at  Kew.  1 
have,  however,  spent  so  little  of  my  time 
in  the  country,  that  I  hardly  know  its  con- 
veniences or  its  extent." 

The  old  lady  bowed  with  that  sort  of 
complacency  which  the  dwellers  in  the  co- 
lonies were  apt  to  betray,  whenever  an  al- 
lusion was  made  to  the  acknowledged  im- 
portance of  their  connexions  in  that  countrj 
toward  which  they  all  looked  as  the  foiintaii 
of  honour  ;  and  then,  as  quickly  as  if  th< 
change  in  her  ideas  was  but  a  natural  tran 
sition  in  the  subject,  she  observed — 

"  Surely  Cecil  cannot  know  of  the  ai 
rival  of  our  kinsman  ?  she  is  not  apt  to  b 
so  remiss  in  paying  attention  to  our  guests ! 

"  She  does  me  the  more  honour  that  sh 
considers  me  a  relative,  and  one  who  n 
quires  no  formality  in  his  reception.'' 

''  You  are  but  cousins  twice  removed 
returned  the  old  lady,  a  little  gravely ; '  * 
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there  is  sorely  no  affinity  in  that  degree 
which  can  justify  any  forgetfulness  of  the 
usual  courtesies.  You  see,  cousin  Lionel, 
how  much  we  value  the  consanguinity, 
when  it  is .  a  subject  of  pride  to  the  most 
remote  branches  of  the  family !" 

"  I  am  but  little  of  a  genealogist,  Ma- 
dam; though,  if  I  retain  a  true  impression 
of  what  I  have  heard.  Miss  Dynevor  is  of 
too  good  blood,  in  the  direct  line,  to  va- 
lue the  collateral  drops  of  an  intermar- 
riage/' 

'*  Pardon  me.  Major  Lincoln ;  her  father. 
Colonel  Dynevor,  was  certainly  an  JEng- 
lishman  of  an  ancient  and  honourable 
name,  but  no  family  in  the  realm  need 
scorn  an  alliance  with  our  own.  I  say  our 
own,  cousin  Lionel,  for  I  would  never  have 
you  fo^et  that  I  am  a  Lincoln,  and  was 
the  sister  of  your  grandfather." 

A  Httle  surprised  at  the  seeming  contra- 
diction in  the  lismguage  of  the  good  lady, 
the  young  man  bowed  his  head  to  the  com- 
pliment, and  cast  his  eyes  at  his  younger 
companion  withai  sort  of  longing,  to  change 
the  discourse,  by  addressing  the  reserved 
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youag  woman  nigh  him,  that  was  very  ex- 
cusable in  one  of  his  sex  and  years.  He 
had  not  time,  however,  to  make  more  than 
one  or  two  common-place  remarks,  ^and  re- 
ceive their  answers,  before  Mrs.  Lechmere 
said,  with  some  exhibition  of  staid  dis- 
pleasure against  her  grandchild — 

''  Go,  Agnes,  and  acquaint  your  cousin 
of  this  happy  event.  She  has  been  sensibly 
alive  to  your  safety,  during  the  whole  time 
consumed  by  your  voyage.  We  have  had 
the  prayers  of  the  church,  for  a  *  person 
gone  to  sea,'  read  each  Sunday,  since  thi 
receipt  of  your  letters,  announcing  you: 
intention  to^embark  ;  and  I  have  been  ex 
ceedingly  pleased  to  observe  the  deep  in 
terest  with  which  Cecil  joined  in  our  peti 
tions." 

Lionel  mumbled  a  few  words  of  thank; 
and  leaning  back  in  his  chair,  thi^w^  h 
eyes  upward,  but  whether  in  pious  gral 
tude  or  not,  we  conceive  it  is  not  .our  pr^ 
vince  to  determine.  During  the  deliv« 
of  Mrs.  Lechmere's  last  speech,  and  id 
expressive  pantomime  that  succeeded  i 
Agnes  Danforth  rose  and  left  the  ix>c9J 
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The  door  had  been  some  little  time  closed 
before  the  silence  was  again  broken ;  during 
which  Mrs.  Lechmere  evidently  essayed  in 
vain,  once  or  twice,  to  speaks  Her  colour, 
pale  and  immoveable  as  usually  seemed  her 
^thered  look,  changed  in  its  shades,  and 
her  lip  trembled  involuntarily.  She,  how- 
ever, soon  found  her  utterance,  though  the 
first  tones  of  her  voice  were  choked  and 
husky. 

I  may  have  appeared  remiss,  cousin 

she  said,  **  but  there  ^re  subjects 

that  can  be  discussed  with  proj^riety  only, 

between  the  nearest  relatives.    Sir  Lionel, 

yon  left  him  in  as  good  a  state  of  bodily 

health,  I  hope,  as  his  mental  illness  will 

aUowr 

**  It  is  80  represented  to  me." 

"  You  have  seen  him  lately  ?'* 

**  Not  in  fifteen  years ;    my  presence 

was  said  to  increase  his  disorder,  and  the 

physician  forbade  any  more  interviews. 

He  continues  at  the  private  establishment 

netr  town,  and  as  the  lucid  intervals  are 

thought  to  increase  both  in  frequency  and 

daiation,  1  often  indulge  in  the  pleasing 
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hope  of  being  restored  again  to  my  father. 
The  belief  is  justified  by  his  years,  which 
you  know,  are  yet  under  fifty." 

A  long  and  apparently  a  painful  silence 
succeeded  this  interesting  communication : 
at  length  the  lady  said,  with  a  tremor  in 
her  voice,  for  which  the  young  man  almost 
reverenced  her,  as  it  so  plainly  bespoke 
her  interest  in  her  nephew,  as  well  as  the 
goodness  of  her  heart — 

''  I  will  thank  you  for  a  glass  of  that 
water  in  the  beaufet.  Pardon  me,  cousin 
Lionel,  but  this  melancholy  subject  always 
overcomes  me.  I  will  retire  a  few  mo- 
ments, with  your  indulgence,  and  hasten 
the  appearance  of  my  grandchild.  I  pine 
that  you  may  meet." 

Her  absence  just  at  that  moment  was 
too  agreeable  to  the  feelings  of  Lionel  for 
him  to  gainsay  her  intention ;  though,  in- 
stead of  following  Agnes  Danforth^  \^ho 
had  preceded  her  on  the  same  duty,  the 
tottering  steps  of  Mrs.  Lechmere  con- 
ducted her  to  a  door  which  communicated 
with  her  own  apartment.  For  several  mi- 
nutes  the  young  man  trampled  on  the  *^  sa. 
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Kent  lions'*  of  Lechmere,   with  a  rapidity 
that  seemed  to  emulate  their  own   mimic 
speed,  as  he  paced  to  and  fro  across  the 
narrow  apartment,   his  eye  glancing  va- 
cantly along  the  laboured  wainscots,  em- 
bracing the  argent,   azure,   and  purpure 
fields  of  the  different  escutcheons,  as  heed- 
lessly as  if  they  were  not  charged  with  the 
distinguishing  symbols  of  so  many  honour- 
able names.     This  mental  abstraction  was, 
however,  shortly  dissipated  by  the  sudden 
appearance  of  one  who  had  glided  into 
the  room,  and  advanced  to  its  centre  be- 
fore he  became  conscious  of  her  presence. 
A  light,  rounded,  and  exquisitely  propor- 
tioned   female  form,    accompanied  by  a 
youthful  and  expressive  countenance,  with 
an  air  in  which  womanly  grace  blended  so 
nicely  with  feminine  delicacy  as  to  cause 
each  motion  and  gesture  to  command  re- 
spect, at  the  same  time  that  it  was  singu- 
larly insinuating,  was  an  object  to  suspend, 
even  at  a  first  glance,  provided  that  glance 
were  by  surprise,  the  steps  of  a  more  ab- 
sent and  less  courteous  youth  than  the  one 
we  have  attempted  to  describe.    Major 
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Lincoln  knew  that  this  youi^g  lady  qouM 
be  no  other  than  Cecil  Dy  nevor,  the  daugh- 
ter of  a  British  officer,  long  since  deceased, 
by  the  only  child  of  Mrs.  Lechmere,  who 
was  also  in  her  grave ;  and  consequently 
that  she  was  one  to  whom  he  was  so  well 
known  by  character,  and  so  nearly  allied 
by  blood,  as  to  render  it  an  easy  task  for  a 
jnan  accustomed  to  the  world  as  he  had 
been,  to  remove  any  little  embarrassments 
which  might  have  beset  a  less  practised 
youth,  by  acting  as  his  own  usher.    This 
he  certainly  attempted,  and  at  first,  with 
a  freedom  which  his  affinity  and  the  cir- 
cumstances would  seem  to  allow,  though  it 
was  chastened  by  easy  politeness.     But 
the  restraint  visible  in  the  manner  of  the 
lady  was  so  marked,  that  by  the  time  his 
salutations  were  ended,  and  he  had  handed 
her  to  a  seat,  the  young  man  felt  as  much 
embarrassment  as  if  he  had  found  himself 
alone,  for  the  first  time,  with  the  woman 
whom  he  had  been  pining  for  months,  to 
favour  with  a  very  particular  communica- 
tion.   Whether  it  is  that  nature  haa  pro- 
vided the  other  sex  with  a  tact  ftnr  these 
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»v*^.r:»  » 


\,  or  that  the  young  lady  became 
sensible  that  her  deportment  wa&  not  alto* 
getker  such  as  inras  worthy  either  of  her«> 
sdt  or  the  guest  of  her  grandmother,  she 
was  certainly  the  first  to  relieve  the  slight 
awkwardness  that  was  but  too  apparent  in 
the  commencement  of  the  interview. 

**  My  grandmother  has  long  been  ex*i 
pecting  this  pleasure.  Major  Lincoln,"  i^e 
said,  '*  and  your  arrival  has  been  at  a  most 
auspicious  moment.  The  state  of  the 
Goontry  grows  each  day  so  very  alarming, 
that  I  have  indeed  long  urged  her  to  visit 
our  relatives  in  England,  until  the  disputes 
shall  have  terminated." 

The  tones  of  an  extremely  soft  and  me- 
lodious voice,  and  a  pronunciation  quite  as 
exact  as  if  the  speaker  had  acquired  the 
sounds  in  the  English  court,  and  which 
was  entirely  free  from  the  slight  vernacular 
peculiarity  which  had  offended  his  ear  in 
the  few  words  that  fell  from  Agnes  Dan* 
forth,  certainly  aided  a  native  attraction  of 
manner,  which  it  seemed  impossible  for  the 
yoang  lady  to  cast  entirely  aside. 

^*  You,  who  are  so  much  of  an  English 
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woman,  would  find  great  pleasure  in  the 
exchange/'  he  answered ;  "  and  if  half 
what  I  have  heard  Trom  a  fellow  passenger 
of  the:  state  of  the  country  be  true,  I  shall 
be  foremost  in  seconding  your  request. 
Both  Ravenscliffe  and  the  house  in  Soho, 
would  be  greatly  at  the  service  of  Mrs. 
Lechmere." 

^*  It  wa&  my  wish  that  she  would  ac- 
cept the  pressing  invitations  of  my  father's 
relative.  Lord  Gardonnel,  who  has  Icmg 
urged  xne  to  pass  a  few  years  in  his  own 
family.  A  separation  would  be  painful  to 
us  both,  but  should  my  grandmother,  in 
such  .an  event,  determine  to  take  her  resi- 
dence  in  the  dwellings  of  her  ancestors,  I 
could  not  be  censured  for  adopting  a  reso- 
lution to  abide  under  the  roofs  of  mine." 

The  piercing  eye  of  Major  Lincoln  fell 
full  upon  her  own  as  she  delivered  this  in- 
tention, and  as  it  dropped  on  the  floor,  the 
slight  smile  that  played  round  his  lip  was 
produced  by  the  passing  thought,  that  the 
provincial  beauty  had  hlherited  so  much  of 
her  grandmother's  pride  of  genealogy  as 
to  be  willing  to  impress  on  his  mind  that 
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the  niece  of  a  viscount  was  superior  td  the 
heir  of  a  baronetcy.  But  the  quick ,  bum- 
iiig  flush  that  instantly  passed  across  the 
features  of  Cecil  Dynevor,  might  have 
taught  him  that  she  was  acting  under  the 
impuke  of  much  deeper  feelings  than  such 
an  unworthy  purpose  would  indicate.  The 
effect,  however,  was  such  as  to  make  the 
young  man  glad  to  see  Mrs.  Lechmere 
re-enter  the  room,  leaning  on  the  arm  of 
her  niece. 

"  I  perceive,  my  cousin  Lionel,''  said  the 
lady,  as  she  moved  with  a  feeble  step  to- 
ward the  settee,  "  that  you  and  Cecil  have 
found  each  other  out,  without  the  necessity 
of  any  other  introduction  than  the  affinity 
between  you.  I  surely  do  not  mean  the 
affinity  of  blood  altogether,  you  know, 
for  that  cannot  be  said  to  amount  to  any 
thing:  but  I  believe  there  exist  certain 
features  of  the  mind  that  are  transmitted 
through  families  quite  as  distinctly  as  any 
which  belong  to  the  countenance.'' 

"  Could  I  flatter  myself  with  possessing 
the  slightest  resemblance  to  Miss  Dynevor^ 
in  either  of  those  particulars,  I  should  be 


86  LIONEL   LINCOLN. 

doubly  proud  of  the  c<wanexion,"  returned 
Lionel,  while  he  assisted  the  good  lady  to 
a  seat  with  a  coolness  that  sufficiently  de- 
noted how  little  he  cared  about  the  matter. 

*  But  I  am  not  disposed  to  have  my 
right  to  claim  near  .kindred  with  cousin 
Lionel,  at  all  disputed,"  cried  the  young 
lady,  with  sudden  animation.  ''  It  has 
pleased  our  forefathers  to  order  such — '* 

"  Nay,  nay,  my  child,"  interrupted  her 
grandmother,  ''  you  forget  that  the  term 
of  cousin  can  only  be  used  in  cases  of  near 
consanguinity,   and  where  familiar  situa- 
tions will  excuse  it.     But  Major  Lincoln 
knows,  that  we  in  the  colonies  are  apt  to 
make  the  most  of  the  language,  and  count 
our  cousins  almost  as  far  as  if  we  were 
members  of  the  Scottish  clans.     Speaking 
of  the  clans,  reminds  me  of  the  rebellion  of 
45.     It  is  not  thought  in  England,  that  our 
infatuated  colonists  will  ever  be  so  fool- 
hardy as  to  assume  their  arms  in  earnest  ?* 

**  There  are  various  opinions  on  that 
subject,"  said  Lionel.  "  Most  military 
men  scout  the  idea ;  though  I  find^  occa- 
sionally,  an  offit^er  that  has  served  on  this 
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tontiiienty  vrho  thinks  not  only  that  the 
appeal  will  be  made,  but  that  the  struggle 
will  be  bloody." 

"Why  should  they  not!*'  said  Agnes 
Danforth,  abruptly :  *'  they  are  men,  and 
the  English  are  no  more  ?" 

IJonel  turned  his  looks,  in  a  little  sur-r 
prise,  on  the  speaker,  to  whose  counte- 
nance an  almost  imperceptible  cast  in  one 
eye,  imparted  a  look  of  arch  good  nature 
that  her  manner  would  seem  to  contra- 
dict, and  smiled  as  he  repeated  her  words : 

**  Why  should  they  not,  indeed !  I  know 
no  other  reasons  than  that  it  would  be 
both  a  mad  and  an  unlawful  act.  I  can 
ajisure  you  that  I  am  not  one  of  those  who 
affect  to  undervalue  my  own  countrymen  ; 
for  you  will  remember  that  I  too  am  an 
American.** 

*'  I  have  heard  it  said  that  such  of  our 
volunteers  as  wear  uniforms  at  all,**  said 
Agnes,  **  appear  in  blue,  and  not  in  scar- 
let/' 

'*  Tis  his  Majesty's  pleasure  that  his 
47th  foot  should  wear  this  gaudy  colour,'' 
returned  the  young  man,  laughing ;  '*  though 
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for  myself,  I  am  quite  willing  to  resign  it 
to  the  use  of  yoii  ladies,  and  to  adopt  ano- 
ther, could  it  well  be/' 

"  It  might  be  done,  sir." 

"  In  what  manner?*' 

"  By  resigning  your  commission  with 
it." 

Mrs.  Lechmere  had  evidently  permitted 
her  niece  to  proceed  thus  far,  without  in- 
terruption, to  serve  some  purpose  of  her 
own  ;  but  perceiving  that  her  guest  by  no 
means  exhibited  that  air  of  pique  which 
the  British  officers  were  so  often  weak 
enough  to  betray,  when  the  women  took 
into  their  hands  the  defence  of  their  coun- 
tiy's  honour,  she  rang  the  bell  as  she  ob- 
served— 

"  Bold  language,  Major  Lincoln !  bold 
language  for  a  young  lady  under  twenty. 
But  Miss  Danforth  is  privileged  to  speak 
her  mind  freely,  for  some  of  her  father's 
family  are  but  too  deeply  implicated  in  the 
unlawful  proceedings  of  these  evil  times  • 
We  have  kept  Cecil,  however,  more  to  her 
allegiance," 

'*  And  yet  even  Cecil  has  been  knowxi 
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to  refuse  the  favour  of  her  countenance  to 
the  entertainments  given  by  the  British 
officers  l"  said  Agnes,  a  little  piquantly. 

"  And  would  you  have  Cecil  Dynevor 
frequent  balls  and  entertainments  unac- 
companied by  a  proper  chaperon/'  returned 
Mrs.  Lechmere ;  '^  or  is  it  expected  that, 
at  seventy,  I  can  venture  in  public  to  main- 
tain the  credit  of  our  family.  But  we  keep 
Major  Lincoln  from  his  refreshments  with 
our  idle  disputes.  Cato,  we  wait  your 
movements." 

Mrs.  Lechmere  delivered  her  concluding 
intimation  to  the  black,  in  attendance,  with 
an  air  that  partook  somewhat  of  mystery. 
The  old  domestic,  who,  probably  from  long 
practice,  understood  more  by  the  expres- 
sion of  her  eye  than  by  any  words  she  had 
uttered,  the  wishes  of  his  mistress,  pro- 
ceeded to  close  the  outer  shutters  of  the 
windows,  and  to  draw  the  cxutains  with 
the  most  exact  care.  When  this  duty  was 
performed,  he  raised  a  small  oval  table 
hnn  its  regular  position  among  the  flow- 
ing folds  of  the  drapery  that  shrouded  the 
deep  apertures  for  light,  and  placed  it  in 
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front  of  Miss  Dynevor.  A  salver  of  maa- 
•ive  silver,  containing  an  equipage  of  the 
finest  Dresden,  followed,  and  in  a  few  mi- 
nutes a  hissing  urn  of  the  same  precious 
metal  garnished  the  polished  surface  of  the 
iiiahogany*  During  these  arrangements, 
Mrs.  Lechmere  and  her  guest  had  main- 
tained a  general  disc(^rse^  touching  chiefly 
on  the  welfare  and  condition  of  certain  in- 
dividuals of  their  alliance,  in  England. 
Notwithstanding  the  demand  thus  made  on 
his  attention,  Lionel  was  able  to  discover  a 
certain  appearance  of  mystery  and  caution 
in  each  movement  of  the  black  as  he  pro- 
ceeded leisurely  in  his  duty.  Miss  Dyne- 
vor  permitted  the  disposition  of  the  tea^ 
table  to  be  made  before  her,  passively,  and 
her  cousin  Agnes  Danforth  threw  hersel 
back  on  one  of  the  settees,  with  a  look  thai 
indicated  cool  displeasure.  When  th^ 
usual  compound  was  made  in  two  little 
fluted  cups,  over  whose  pure  white  a  fe^ 
red  and  green  sprigs  were  sparingly  sca.| 
tered,  the  black  presented  one  containini 
the  grateful  beverage  to  his  mistress,  an 
the  other  to  the  stranger. 
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*' Pardon  me.  Miss  Danforth/'  said  Lio- 
nel, recollecting  himself  after  he  had  ac- 
cepted the  offering  ;  ''  I  have  suffered  my 
sea-breeding  to  obtain  the  advantage." 

•'  Enjoy  your  error,  sir,  if  you  can  find 
any  gratification  in  the  indulgence, "return- 
ed the  young  lady. 

''  But  I  shall  enjoy  it  the  more,  could  I 
see  you  participating  in  the  luxury." 

*'  You  have  termed  the  idle  indulgence 
well ;  'tis  nothing  but  a  luxury,  and  such  a 
one  as  can  be  easily  dispensed  with :  I 
thank  you,  sir,  I  do  not  drink  tea  !" 

"  Surely  no  lady  can  forswear  her  Bohea! 
be  persuaded." 

''  I  know  not  how  the  subtle  poison  may 
operate  on  your  English  ladies.  Major  Lin* 
coin,  but  it  is  no  difficult  matter  for  an 
American  girl  to  decline  the  use  of  a  de- 
testable herb,  which  is  one,  among  many 
other,  of  the  causes  that  is  likely  to  in- 
volve her  country  and  kindred  in  danger 
and  strife." 

The  young  mto,  who  had  really  intended 
no  more  than  the  common  civilities  due 
from  his  sex  to  the  other,  bowed  in  silence. 
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though,  as  he  turned  from  her,  he  could 
not  forbear  looking  toward  the  table  to  see 
whether  the  principles  of  the  other  young 
American  were  quite  as  rigid.  Cecil  sat 
bending  over  the  salver,  playing  idly  with 
a  curiously  wrought  spoon,  made  to  repre* 
sent  a  sprig  of  the  plant  whose  fragrance 
had  been  thus  put  in  requisition  to  contri- 
bute to  his  indulgence,  while  the  steam 
from  the  china  vessel  before  her  was 
writhing  in  a  faint  mist  around  her  polished 
brow. 

"  You,  at  least,  Miss  Dynevor,"  said  Li- 
onel, *'  appear  to  have  no  dislike  to  the 
herb,  you  breathe  its  vapour  so  freely." 

Cecil  cast  a  glance  at  him  which  changed 
the  demure  and  somewhat  proud  compo- 
sure of  her  countenance  inip  a  look  of  sud- 
den, joyous  humour,  that  was  infinitely 
more  natural,  as  she  answered  laugh- 
ingly— 

''  I  own  a  woman's  weakness.  I  must 
believe  it  was  tea  that  tempted  our  common 
mother  in  Paradise !" 

**  It  would  show  that  the  cunning  of  the 
serpent  has  been  transmitted  to  a  later  day> 
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could  that  be  proved/'  said  Agnes^  ''  though 
the  instrument  of  temptation  has  lost  some 
of  its  virtue/' 

"  How  know  you  that?"  said  Lionel, 
anxious  to  pursue  the  trifling,  in  order  to  re- 
move the  evident  distance  which  had  ex- 
isted between  them  :  "  had  Eve  shut  her 
ears  as  rigidly  as  you  ^lose  your  mouth 
a^Dst  the  offering,  we  might  yet  have  en- 
joyed the  first  gift  to  our  parents." 

"  Oh,  sir,  'tis  no  such  stranger  to  me  as 
you  may  imagine  from  the  indifference  I 
have  assumed  on  the  present  occasion  ;  as 
Job  Pray  says,  Boston  harbour  is  nothing 
but  a  *big  tea-pot!'" 

"  You  know  Job  Pray,  then,  Miss  Dan- 
forth  !'*  said  Lionel,  not  a  little  amused  by 
her  spirit. 

''  Certainly ;  Boston  is  so  small,  and  Job 
so  useful,  that  every  body  knows  the  sim- 
pleton." 

"  He  belongs  to  a  distinguished  family, 
then,  for  I  have  his  own  assurance  that 
every  body  knows  his  perturbed  mother, 
Abigail." 

"You!"  exclaimed  Cecil,  again,  in  that 
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sweet,  natural  voice  that  had  before  star« 
tied  hor  auditor;  *' what  can  you  know 
of  poor  Job,  and  his  almost  equally  unfor- 
tunate mother  !* 

"  Now,  young  ladies,  I  have  you  in  my 
snares!"  cried  Lionel ;  "  you  may  possibly 
resist  the  steams  of  tea,  but  what  woman 
can  withstand  the  impulse  of  her  curiosity ! 
not  to  be  too  cruel  with  my  fair  kinswo- 
men on  so  short  an  acquaintance,  however, 
I  will  go  so  far  as  to  acknowledge  that  I 
have  already  had  an  interview  with  Mrs. 
Pray  V' 

The  reply  which  Agnes  was  about  to 
deliver  was  interrupted  by  a  slight  crash, 
and  on  turning,  they  beheld  the  fragments 
of  a  piece  of  the  splendid  set  of  Dres- 
den, lying  at  the  feet  of  Mrs.  Lechmere. 

'*  My  dear  grandmamma  is  ill !"  cried 
Cecil,  springing  to  the  assistance  of  the 
old  lady.  **  Hasten,  Cato — major  Lin- 
coln, you  are  niore  active — for  heaven's 
sake  a  glass  of  water — Agnes,  your  salts." 

The  amiable  anxiety  of  her  grandchild 
was  not,  however,  so  necessary  as  first  ap- 
pearances would  have  indicated,  and  Mrs, 


Lechmere  gently  put  aside  the  salts,  though. 
she  did  not  decline  the  glass,which  Lionel 
offered  for  the  second  time  in  so  short  a 
period. 

''  I  fear  you  will  mistake  me  for  a  sad 
inv^id,  cousin  Lionel/'  said  the  old  lady, 
when  she  had  become  a  little  composed ; 
"  but  I  believe  it  is  this  very  tea,  of  which 
so  much  has  been  said,  and  which  I  drink 
to  excess,  from  pure  loyalty,  that  unsettles 
my  nerves — I  must  refrain,  like  the  girls, 
though  from  a  very  different  motive.  We 
are  a  people  of  early  hours.  Major  Lincoln^ 
but  you  are  at  home  here,  and  will  pursue 
your  pleasure ;  I  must,  however,  claim  aa 
indulgence  for  three-score-and-ten,  and  be 
permitted  to  wish  you  a  good  rest  after 
your  voyage.  Cato  has  his  orders  to  con- 
tribute all  he  can  to  your  comfort." 

Leaning  on  her  two  assistants,  the  old 
lady  withdrew,  leaving  Lionel  to  the  full 
possession  of  the  apartment.  As  the  hour 
was  getting  late,  and  from  the  compliments 
tiiey  had  exchanged,  he  did  not  expect  the 
'etum  of  the  younger  ladies,  he  called  for 
I  candle,  and  was  shown  to  his  own  room. 
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ilas  woa%mt^M^t»v^nAhpen!&iJtAesy  which 
twiiiei^  a  vafe*"  necessary  to  ^a  gentleman 
<€iiiat  period,  W6m  bbservfed,  He  dismissed 
Meritcn,  «rid  tlirowing  himself  in  the  bed, 
mdrtedth^ 'sweets  of  the  pillow. 
t'lfaiiy'ififdfdeHts;  however,  had  occurred 
dttring'^the  dfey,  <hSt  induced  a  train  of 
tflOug^ts,  -^hldh  fbi*  a  long  time  prevented 
his  attftiiiirt^  •  the  natural  rest' he  sought. 
After  indu'lgifig''  m  long  and  uneasy  refiec- 
tions  dn'cdrtaln -events,  too  closely  con- 
nected with  his* personal  feeilings  to  be 
lightly  neitteinliered,  the  young  man  began 
*)  tnuse  56ri  his'  reception,  and  on  the  indi- 
tiduals  who  had'been,'  as  it  were,  for  the 
first  Hme,  introduced  to  him. 

It  was  quite  apparent  that  both  Mrs. 
Lechmere,  and  her  grand-daughter  were 
acting  their  several  parts,  though  whether 
in  concert  or  not,  remained  to  be  disco- 
vered. But  in  Agnes  Danforth,  with  all 
his  subtlety,  he  could  perceive  nothing  but 
the  plain  and  direct,  though  a  little  blunt, 
peculiarities  of  her  nature  and  education. 
Like  most  very  young  men,  who  had  just 
been  made  acquainted  with  two  youthful 
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females,  both  of  them  mudi  supaior  to 
the  generality  of  their  sex  in  penonai 
chaimsy  he  fell  asleep  musing  on  their  cha- 
ractenk  Nor,  considering  the  circum* 
stascesywill  it  be  at  all  surprising  when 
veadd,  that  before  morning,  he  was  dream* 
ingodbe  Avon,  of  Bristol,  oa  board  which 
stoat  vessel  he  even  thought  that  he  was 
discussiiig  a  chowder  on  the  banbiof  New* 
fomidland,  which  had  been  unaccountably 
prq)ared  by  the  fair  hands  of  Miss  Dan- 
forth,  and  which*  was  strangely  flavoured 
ynAk  tea ;  while  the  Hebe^lodung  counted 
nance  of  Cecil  Dynevor  was  laughing  alt 
bis  perplexities  with  undisguised  good  hu- 
mour, and  with  all  the  vivacity  of  girUsh 
merriment. 


VOL.  t. 


CHAPtlB.  IV. 


^*  A  good  pcrligi  man,  i'ftiU^  and  a  oatfuiiML'* 


T<i]$  autt  was  jivA  atinriog  t]i«  h^vy  bank 
^  log^  which  bsi4  rest^  on  the  watecs  dur- 
ipg  the  night,  as  Li(»el  toUed  his  way  up 
the  side  of  Bjeacon-HiU,  aiudoos  to  catch 
t  glimpse  of  his  native  i^enery  while  it 
was  yet  glowing  with  the  first  touch  of  diiy,« 
The  islands  raised  their  green  heads  above 
the  mist,  and  the  wide  amphitheatre  ol 
hills  that  encircled  the  bay  was  still  visible^ 
though  the  vapour  was  creeping  in  places 
along  the  vallies — ^now  concealing  the  en 
trance  to  some  beautiful  glen^  aiid  novi 
wreathing  itself  fantastically  around  a  tal 
spire  that  told  the  site  of  a  suburban  vil 
lage.    Though  the  people  of  the  town  wen 


-T 


iifikeaiidvp>  yet  tiw  sacred  characterfcrf 
the  day,  and  die  state  of  the  times^  eoatri<» 
holed  to  sap^resB  tliose  sciinds  which  usu* 
ilfydistiiiguiah  populous  places,  v  The  cool 
nights  and  wana  days  of  April,  had  gene« 

nted  a  fog  more  than  usually  dense,  which 

• 

was  deserting  its  watery  bid,  and  stealing 
insidiously  along  the  land,  to  unite  with  the 
▼apours  of  the  mers  and  brooks,  spreading  a 
wider  curtain  before  the  placid  view.    As 
\jime\  stood  on  the  brow  of  the  platform 
that  crowned  tiie  eminence,  the  glimpses  of 
kooses  and  hills,  of  toWers^  aifd  ships,  of 
places  known  and  pikces  forgotten,  passed 
belbre  his  vision,  through  the  openings  in 
the  mist,  like  phantoms  of  the  imagination. 
Ilie  whole  scene  animated  and  in  motion; 
as  it  seemed  by  its  changes,  appeared  to 
his  excited  fiselings  like  a  fancifnl  panorama} 
exhibited  for  his  eye  alone,  when  his  en* 
joymentwas  interrupted  by  a  voice  appa« 
lenHy  at  no  great  distance.    It  was  a  man 
singing  to  acommoA  English  t&r,  fragmefnts 
ballad,  with  a  peculiarly  Vile  nasal 
Through  the  frequent  pauses^ 
he  was   enabled  to- comprehend -a:  few 

£  2 
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ivfidBy  which,  by  thdr  rectisreiiee,  were 
evidently  intended  for  a  choruBte  Ihe  rest 
of  the  piodtiction.  The  reader  will  ^under^ 
Maud  the  character  of  the  whole  fi^om  the&e 
linesy^t'hich  ran  as  follows : 

And  they  that  would  be  free, 

;  Out  they  go; 
WIttle  the  daveB,  as  you  may  see. 
Stay,  to  drink  their  p*i80ii  tea, 

Down  below! 

Lionel/ after  listening  to  this  expressive 
ditty  for  a  moment,  foillbwed  the  direction 
<o{  the  sounds  until  he  encountered  Job 
Pray,  who  was  seated  on  one  of  the  flights 
of  steps  which  aided  the  ascent  to  the  plat^ 
fMa,  cracking  a  few  walnuts  on  the  boards. 
While  he  employed  those  intervals,  when 
his  mouth  could  find  no  better  employ- 
ijBent,  in  tittering  the  above-mentioned 
i^toains.  • 

^*  How  now,  master  Pray,  do  you  coBie 
here  to  sing  your  orisons  to  the  goddess  of 
liberty,  on  a  Sunday  morning/'  cried  Li-* 
onel;  "  or  are  you  the  town  lark,  and  fi>r 
wamt  of  wings  take  to  this  height  ta-obCain 
^  altitude  for  your  melody  V 
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''ThtseVno  iMorm  in  singing  psalna  tttnet 
or  coaftineiital  aongSy  my  day  in  the  week,** 
laid  tlie  lad,  ^^^out  raising  Jbis  eyes  from 
Ui  ooeupation:  ''Job  don't  knowwiiaf  ]ft 
laxk  is,  but  if  it  belongs  to  the  town,  the 
soUiers  are  so  thick,  they  canH  keep  it  on 
the  common." 

.  *'  And  what  objection  can  you  have  to 
the  soldiers  possessing  a  corner  of  your 
copamon?" 

''  They  starve  the  cOws«  and  then  they 
won't  give  mitt;  gmss  is  sweet  to  beaats 
in  tile  sprmg  of  the  year.'* 

*'  But  my  life  foT  it,  the  soldiers  don't 
eat  thet  grass;  yomi  iNcindlea  and  .your 
Uaeks,  ygor  reds .  fl»d  y«»«r  whites^  may 
hsve  the  first  ofi^ring  of  tiie  spring  aa 
QsoaL'' 

*'  But  Beaton  cows  dcm't  love  grass  that 
British  soldiers  have  trampled  on,"  said 
tiie  soUen  lad. 

^  This  is,  indeed,  earrying  notions  of 
Uberty  to  refinement !"  exclaimed  Lionel^ 
laogUng. 

Jab  shook  lua  head,  threateninfldy.  as  i» 
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fedc^dihp  and  mid»  **  Dim't  ^fon  let  Ralph 
beiuryoa  say  any  fbsng  ag*!!!  Bbeity !" 
<  ^*  Raiphi  vrho  is  he,  lad  ?  your  genitis  f 
where'  do  jqm  keep  tbe  ulVisiUe,  that  Aere 
IB  danjBfer  of  his  oTer4iearing  what  I  say  T* 
:  ''  fie^s  up  there  in  the  feg,**  i^aid  Jeb, 
pointing  significantly  towards  the  feet  of 
the  fieacoB,  which  ii  dense  volmne  ^  va- 
poor  was  enwrapping,  probtibly  attracted 
up  the  tall  post  that  supported  the  •grate. 
'  lioBel  gased  at  tiie  smoky  oolumn  for  a 
aaooMtit^  when  the  misl^  begpsn  to  dissotve, 
and,  amid  their  ewlutioM,  he  beheld  IJie 
dim  figujpe  of  his  aged  fellow  passenger. 
The  old  nan  was  still  clad  in  his  nmpte» 
tarnished  iirestmetfts  of  grey,  wkteh  bamo- 
Bized  ao  inngidarly  with  Ihe  mists  as  to  iaa- 
part  a  look  almost  ethereal  to  his  wasted 
ibrm«  As  Hie  medium  through  whidi  he 
Ivas  seen  became  less  cloudy,  his  features 
grew  visible,  and  Lionel  could  diatngwflii 
ttie  ABMay,  npid  glances  of  has  eyes,  wMch 
nMmtd  to  mam  ever  ^e  distant  otJ^iE^Ca 
with  an  earnestness  that  appeared- to  inock 
ikit  aiaiy  rail  tkat  was  ieating  before  eo 


flRKli  of  tte  view.  While  IaobjA  niacfi 
fixed  to  the  8pot»  gaKi&g  at  this  iitegulav 
bemgvith  that  secreivwe  which  tiie  other 
iMd  succeeded  in  inspiring,  the  old  man 
wifcd  lug  hand  impatiently^  aa  if  he  wouhi 
cut  aside  hia  cdnood*  At  that  instaiit  a 
h^  Bimrbeam  darted  into  the  vapour^ 
illuminatmg  his  persoti,  and  meltiag  tfait 
tniit  iiitD  thin  air*  The  anzioii8»  haggttrd, 
md  letett  exfrnssion  erf"  hia  oountenance 
elMoged  at  tihe  touch  of  the  ray,  and  be 
mkd  with  a  aoftneta  and  aCtraetioh  that 

• 

thrilled  the  nerved  of  tilue  other,  as  he  caUed 
ikloai  to  dM  seaaitive  young  soldier-— 

''CoBia  hither,  Lionel  Linooln,  to  the 
fix>t  ef  this  bMooa,  Where  you  may  gather 
wsniagt,  wfaicb^  if  properly  heeded,  will 
guide  you  tfanugh  many  and  greit  daageit 
uidiahaed.'* 

"  1  aiu  glad  you  have  apokeu,"  said  L^ 
onel,  bdvMdng  to  his  side ;  ''you  appeal^ 
ed  like  a  being  of  another  world,  WTappet 
IB  that  tnantte  of  fog,  and  I  felt  tempted  to 
kneel,  and  ask  a  benediction.^ 

"  And  am  I  nola  being  of  another  world! 
most  of  my  interests  ai^e  already  in  tiie 
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Iprave,  tod  I  tarry  here  only  £>r  a  spacCj  be« 
cause  there  is  a  great  work  to  be  done»i^^ch 
cannot  be  performed  without  me.  My 
view  of  the  world  of  spirits,  young  man,  is 
much  clearer  and  more  distinct  than  yours 
of  this  variable  scene  at  your  feet  There 
is  no  mist  to  obstruct  the  eye,  nor  any 
douljts  as  to  the  colours  it  presents/* 
f  ''  You  are  happy,  sir,  in  the  extremity  of 
your  age  to  he  so  assured*  But  I  fiear 
your  suddep  determination  Uist  night  Bub* 
Jected  you  to  inconvenience  in  the  tei:^«* 
inent  of  this  changeling/' 

.  ''  The  boy  is  a  good  boy,"  sdkd  the  old 
iiian^  stroking  tibe  head  qf^e  natural  com* 
placeptly ;  <'  we  understand  each  other« 
Sfdb^t  lincoln,  and  that  i^ortens  introduc* 
itions,  and  renders  communion  easy." 

V  "  That  you  feel  alike  on  one  subject^  J 
^ave  already  discovered ;  but  there  I  diould 
ihink  the  resemblance  and  the  intelligence 
IQc^ust  end/' 

(^,  <'  The  propensities  of  the  mind  in  its  in* 
fancy  and  in  its  maturity  are  but  a  span 
«S|»art,"  said  the  stranger ;  *'  the  amount  of 
^uman  knowledge  is  but  to  know  how  muc^i 


we  are  under  the  dominion  of  our  passions ; 
and  he  who  has  learned  by  expm^ce  how 
to  smother  the  volcano,  and  he  who  never 
felt  its  fires,  are  stirely  fit  associates !''   * 

Lionel  bowed  in  silence  to  an  opinion  so 
himibling  to  the  other,  and  after  a  pause  of 
a  moment,  adverted  to  their  situation. 

'<  The  sun  l>egins  to  make  himself  felt, 
and  when  he  has  driven  away  these  ragged 
remnants  of  the  fog,  we  shall  see  thosQ 
places  each  of  us  have  frequented,  in  his 
day," 

''  Shall  we  find  them  as  we  left  them, 
think  you  ?  or  will  you  see  the  stranger  in 
possession  of  the  haunts  of  your  infancy  ?^ 

**  Not  the  stranger,  certainly,  for  we  are 
the  subjects  of  one  king ;  children  who  own 
a  ccMnmon  parent," 

"  I  will  not  reply  that  he  has  proved 
kimself  an  unnatural  father,"  said  tlie  old 
man,  cahnly;  ''the  g^tieman  who  now 
fills  the  British  throne  is  less  to'  be  cen« 
sured  than  his  advisers,  for  the  opfHression 
ofhia  reign." 

'« Bir,^  interrupted  Lionel,  "  if  such  ri- 
losbns  are  made  to  the  person  of  my  ^over 

£3 
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teign^iwie  mWt  6«piatrate ;  ibr  it  31  hecacom 
ti  Brkidt  oileer  to  hew  kk  master  men** 
tiomd  iwith  levky/' 

: ''  Lmti^r  repeated  the  other,  siowly. 
^^14  »'^^  &H]lt  indeed  to  accompsmy  g^y 
locks  and  wasted  limbs  t  but  your  jealous 
watchlalneM  betrays  you  into  errar*  I 
have  breathed  in  the  atmosphere  of  kings, 
young  man^  and  know  how  to  separate  the 
individual  and  his  purpose,  from  the  policy 
of  his  govemmont*  'Tis  the  latt»  that  will 
sever  this  great  empire,  and  deprive  the 
third  George  of  what  has  so  often  and  so 
well  been  termed,  '  the  brightest  jewel  in 
his  cpown/  '^ 

'  ''I  must  leave  you»  sir,"'  said  Lionel; 
f  the  opinions  you  so  freely  expressed  dur** 
ing  our  passage,  were  on  principles  which 
I  can  hardly  call  opposed  to  our  own  Con- 
stitution, and  might  be  heaxd,  not  only 
without  offence,  but  frequently  virith  admi« 
ration;  but  this  language  approaches  to 
treason  I" 

"  Go  then/'  returned  the  unmoved  stran* 
ger,  **  descend  to  yon  degraded  common, 
and  bi^  yout  merQenaries  aeixe  me-^'twill 
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be  only  the  blood  of  an  old  rxOA,  but  'twiH^ 
belp  to  £Bitten  the  lahd ;  or  send  your  m^^ 
dless  grenadiers  to  torment  theu*  victim  be- 
fore the  axe  ^all  do  its  work ;  a  man  who 
has  lived  so  long,  can  surely  spare  a  litti0 
of  his  time  to  the  tormentors !" 

"I  could  have  thought,  sir,  that  yon 
might  spare  such  a  reproach  to  me/'  said 
Lionel. 

'^  I  do  spare  it,  and  I  do  more — I  forget 
my  years,  and  solicit  forgiveness.  But  had 
joa  known  slavery,  as  I  have  done,  in  iti 
worst  of  forms,  you  would  know  how  to 
prize  the  inestimable  blessing  of  freedom.^ 

"  Have  you  ever  known  slavery,  in  your 
travels  more  closely  than  in  what  yoti  deem 
the  violations  of  principle  ?" 

**  Have  I  not !"  said  the  stranger,  smilii^ 
bitt^ly ;  ''  I  have  known  it  as  man  should 
never  know  it;  in  act  and  will.  I  have 
lived  days,  mcmths,  and  even  years,  to  heat 
others  cokUy  declare  my  wants ;  to  see 
others  dole  out  their  ineagre  pittances  te 
my  necessities,  and  to  hear  others  assumi; 
Ae  ni^9  to  express  the  suiferings,  and  to 
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Qpd  had  ^ven  to  me  only  l'! 

.  /^  Tp  endure  such  thmldom,  y w  must 

have  /alleii  |ntQ.  the  power  of  the  infidel 

htLrbaxians." 

*'  Ay !  boy,  I  thank  you  for  the  words; 
they  were  indeed  most  wcnrthy  of  the 
Epithets !  Infidels  that  denied  the  precepts 
of  our  blessed. Redeemer;  and  barbarians 
that  treated  one  having  a  soul,  and  possess- 
iiag  reason  like  themselves,  as  a  beast  of  the 
field/' 

'^  Why  didn't  you  come  to  Boston,  Ralph, 
and  tell  that  to  the  people  in  Funhel-HaU  ?" 
exclaimed  Job;  *^  ther'd  ha'  been  a  atir 
about  it !" 

''  Child,  I  did  come  to  Boston,  again  and 
again,  in  thought ;  and  the  appeals  that  I 
niade  to  my  townsmen  would  have  moved 
tiie  very  roof  of  old  Fanueil,  could  they 
have  been  uttered  within  her  walls,  fiut 
'twas  in  vain!  they  had  the  power,  and, 
like  demons,  or  rather  like  miserable  wexk 
Aey  abused  it." 

r  l4onel,  senaibly  touched,,  was  about  to 
reply  in  a  suitable  manner,  when  he  heard 
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I  Toicft  ealllitg  his  6wn  rx^ine  tiQdud,  a«  if 
die  speaker  wer0  McendiBg'  f&e'  op{>psitie^. 
aecHyhyof  the'hiU.  The  iristattt  the  sduiids 
leached  his  eaiiEr,  the  old  tnah  TotiettominOi 
seat,  <»  the  foundation  of  the  bduion.'  and 
gtidkif  over  the  bro^r  of  thie  plafforni,  fol- 
lowed by  Job,  they  dedfc^ndcJd  intd  a  vo- 
luBe  of  mist  that  was  still  '^lihging  to  the 
side  of  the  hill^  with  amazing  swiftness. 

*'  Why,  Leo !  thou  lion  in  hame,  and 
deer  in  activity !"  exclaimed  tfefe  intruder, 
a&  he  surmounted  the  steep  ascent,  **  what 
can  hare  brought  you  up  into  the  clouds  so 
early !  whew — a  man  need's  a  Newmarket 
training  to  scale  such  a  precipice.  .  But, 
Leo,  my  dear  fellow,  I  rejoice  to  see  you — 
we  knew  you  were  expected  in  the  first 
ship,  and  as  I  was  coming  from  morning 
Parade,  I  met  a  couple  of  grooms  in  the 
'  Lincoln  green,'  you  know,  leading  each  a 
blooded  chai^;er — ^faith,  one  of  them  would 
ba?ebeen  quite  cofavenient  to  climb  this 
accmsed  hill  on — whew  and  whew- w,,  agaiii 
—well,  I  knew  the  liveries  at  a  glance ;  as 
to  the  horses,  I  hope  to  be  better  acquainted 
with  them  hereafter.    Pray,  sir,  said  I»  to 
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one  of  the  liveried  scotindrels,  whom  do  you 
serve?  '  Majot  Lincoln,  of  Ravenscliffie, 
nir,'  said  he,  ^ith  a  look  as  impudent  as  if 
he  could  have  said,  like  you  and  I,  his  sa- 
cred Majesty  the  King.  That's  the  answer 
of  the  servants  of  your  ten  thousand  a  year 
men !  Now,  if  my  fool  had  been  asked  suc^ 
a  question,  his  answer  would  have  been, 
craven  dog  as  he  is.  Captain  Polwarth,  of 
tThe  47th ;  leaving  the  inquirer,  though  it 
should  even  be  some  curious  maiden  who 
had  taken  a  fancy  to  the  tout  ensemble  of 
my  outline,  in  utter  ignorance  that  there  is 
such  a  place  in  the  world  as  Polwarth- 
Hall !" 

During  this  voluble  speech,  which  was 
interrupted  by  sundry  efforts  to  regain  the 
breath  lost  in  the  ascent,  Lionel  shook  his 
friend  cordially  by  the  hand,  and  attempted 
to  express  his  own  pleasure  at  the  meeting'. 
The  fiulure  of  wind,  however,  which  was  a 
sort  of  besetting  sin  with  Captain  Polwardi, 
had  now  compelled  him  to  pause,  and  gave 
time  to  lionel  far  a  reply. 

**  This  hill  is  the  last  place  where  I  shdtUd 
have  esqiected  to  meet  you/'  he  said.    ^'  I 


took  itibrgfamted  you  would  not  be  stirring 
until  nine  <»r  ten  at  least,  wbien  it  was  my 
intentioQ  to  inquire  you  out,  and  to  give 
7<ni  a  call  before  I  paid  my  respects  to  the 
Commander-in-chiet" 

''All!  you  may  thank  his  Excellency^ 
the  •  Hon  ThonL  Gage.  Governor  Jd 
C<Hnmander*in-chief,  in  and  over  the  Pro- 
Tince  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  Vice- Ad- 
miral of  the  same/  as  he  styles  himself  in 
bis  proclamations,  for  this  especial  favour ; 
though,  between  ourselves,  Leo,  he  is  about 
as  much  Governor  aver  the  Province,  as  he 
B  owner  of  those  hunters  you  have  just 
landed?" 

'*  But  why  am  I  to  thank  him  for  this  in* 
tenriew  V 

'*  Why  I  look  about  you,  and  tell  me 
what  you  behold-*«nothing  but  fog*-*nay»  I 
see  there  h  a  steeple,  and  yonder  is  the 
smoking  sea,  and  here  are  the  chimnies  of 
Hancock's  house  beneath  us,  smoking  too, 
as  if  their'' rebeltious  master  were  at  home, 
and  preparing  his  feed !  but  every  thing  in 
^ight  is  essentially  smoky,  and  there  is  a 
utaral  wmnum  in  «s  epieares  to  smoke. 
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Nature  dictates  that  a  man  who  has  as  mach 
tp  do  in  a  day»  in  carrying  himself  about, 
as  your  humble  servant,  should  liot  cut  his 
rest  too  abruptly  in  the  morning.  But  the 
Honourable  Thomas,  Governor,  and  Vice-i 
Admiral,  &c.  has  ordered  us  under  arms 
with  the  sun ;  officers,  as  well  as  men  V* 

''  Surely  that  is  no  great  hardship  to  a 
soldier,"  returned  Lionel ;  *'  and,  moreover, 
it  seems  to  agree  with  you  marvellously ! 
Now  I  look  again,  Polwarth,  I  am  amazed  ! 
Surely  you  are  not  in  a  light-infantry 
jacket  r 

**  Certes — what  is  there  in  that,  so  won- 
derful," returned  the  other,  with  great  gra- 
vity ;  "  don't  I  become  the  dress  ?  or  is  it 
the  dress  which  does  not  adorn  me,  that 
you  look  ready  to  die  with  mirth  ?  Laugh 
it  put  Leo,  I  am  used  to  it  these  three  days 
>— -but  what  is  there,  after  all,  so  remarkable 
in  Peter  Polwarth's  commanding  a  company 
pf  light  iniiemtry.  Am  I  not  just  five  feet« 
9ix  and  one-eighth  of  an  inch — the  precise 
height  r 

i;  *'  You  appear  to  have  been  so  accurate 
in  your  longitudinal  adpieasUrement,  tha( 
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jwi  must  carry  one  of  Harrison's  fime*pieceft 
in  your  pocket ;  did  it  ever  suggest  itself  tor 
you  to  use  the  quadrant  also  V 

"  For  my  latitude !  I  understand  you^ 
Leo ;  hecause  I  am  shaped  a  little  like 
mother  earth,  does  it  argue  that  I  cannot 
comiBand  a  light-in&ntry  company  V^ 

"  Ay,  even  as  Joshua  commanded  the 
Sim.  But  the  stopping  of  the  planet  itself 
is  not  a  greater  miracle  in  my  eyes,  than  to 
see  you  in  that  attire/' 

**  Well,  then,  the  mystery  shall  be  ex* 
plained ;  but  first  let  us  be  seated  on  this 
beacon/'  said  captain  Polwarth,  establish- 
ing  himself  with  great  miethod  in  the  placef 
so  lately  occupied  by  the  attenuated  form 
of  the  stranger;  ''  a  true  soldier  husbandd 
hisreMorcesfor  atimeofneed;  that  word, 
husbands,  brings  me  at  once  to  the  point—'* 
I  am  in  love.^ 

"  That  is  surprising  1" 

**  But  what  is  nrach  more  so,  I  woidd, 
&in  be  married.** 

''  It  must  be  a  woman  of  no  mean  endows 
meots  that  could  excite  sttch  desirios  in 
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MqptainPdhraitl^tirthtt4^^^  and  of  Pol- 

''  She  18  a  ^omait  of  great  qiialifiealicaift, 
Major  Lmcolh/'  said  the  lover,  with  a  slid- 
doa  gravity  tliftt  indicttted  fais  gaiety  of 
tuumer  wms  not  entirely  natural.  **  In 
figure  'she  may  be  nid  to  be  done  lo  a  ton. 
Wkeh  sheia  grare^  she  walks  with  the  state- 
Imess  of  a  show  beef;  when  she  ftns,  'tis 
with  the  activity  of  a  turkey;  and  when  at 
rest,  I  can  only  compare  her  to  a  dish  of 
TeniMm,  savory,  delicate,  and  what  one  can 
never  g4t  enough  oLT 

'' You  have,  toadoptydurownmeta^iorBi 
given  such  a  *  nure'  sketch  of  her  person,  I 
am '  burning' to  hear  something  of  her  mett-' 
tai  quaMcalioDS." 

.  ^'  My  metaphors  are  not  poetioai,  per* 
haps,  but  they  aie  the  fint  Aat  offisr  them- 
selves to  my  mind,  and  they  are  natuial. 
Her  accomplishments  exceed  her  native 
gifts  greatly,.  In  the  &st  place  she  is 
witty ;  in  the  second,  she  is  as  impertinent 
as  the  devil ;  and  in  the  thirds  as  inveterate 
a  little  traitor  to  king  George  ar  there  is  in 
all  Boston/* 


Lmnx  UNmusr.  11$ 

^  Hese  veiiknaige  'neoBEuncaidfttianB  to 
your  fiivourr 

^'The  moBtinfidlifaie  of  mil  recommenda- 
tioiB.  They  are  piqiraat,  like  Baymry 
auees^  ^wliidsi  ezcale  tke  appetite,  and  sea^ 
Ml  tlie  disk.  Now  iutr  tieaaaa  (fbt  A 
aaoonts  to  that  ia  fint)  ii  Uke  o&Tefi,  and 
gnres  a  gasto  to  the  generous  port  of  my 
byatty.  fier  impeitiheBBe  is  oil  lo  the  cold 
9Bad  of  my  laodesty,  and  her  ackl  viat 
ma^kB  irilh  the  jnreetnesB  of  my  tempera'^ 
meat,  in  tibat  ant  v£  pkaaoot  cottibiaalioa 
wilii  middti   sweet   and    soar    Uend   is^ 
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'^  It  would  be  idle  hr  mato  gaiaaay  the 
chanaa  of  sucii  a  woinao/'  lattnmed  Lionel, 
a  good  deal  amused  with  the  droll  auxtura 
ef  aeiioasness  and  huteour  in  the  other's 
Manner;  ^'nowfarher  coanezion  with  tiio 
light  ii^Bifry*— abeiB  not  of  ^e  light  corps 
of  her  owm  aex,  PDlwBflrth  r 

^  PardiA  me.  Major  Lincoln,  I  cannot 
jofceon'thia  vubject.  Miss  Dantoth  k  itf 
one  of  the  beat  ftmittes  in  Boston/' 

«  Dai^ctii  1  not  Agnes^  surely  V* 
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r  <'  The  T^rjr  same^l^'  exclidmed  VdtWaith, 
in  surprise ;  **  what  do  you  know  of  her  ?^ 
-  '*  ObI^  that  she  is  a  sort  of  cousm  of  my 
pwn,  and  tiiat  we  are  inmates  of  the  same 
house.  We  bear  equal  affinity  to  Mrs. 
Lechmere,  and  the  good  lady  has  insisted 
that  I  shall  inake  my  home  in  Tn^nont- 
street.' 

;  <«  I  rejoice  to  hear  it !  At  afi  events^  our 
intimacy  may  now  be  inqiroired  to  some 
better  purpose  than  eating  and  drintiag> 
But  to  the  point— there  wfire  cortam  damn- 
able inuendoa  get&ig  into  drouktion,  con* 
coming  my  proportions^  wfaidi  I  considered 
it  prudent  to  look  down  at  onoe/' 
/  ''  In  ordur  to  do  which,  you  had  only  fo 

look  tiumier/' 

V  And  do  I  not,  in  this  appropriale 
dress  1  To  be  perfectly  serious  wilii  you, 
Leo,  for  to  you  I  can  freely  unbifirthen  my* 
self,  you  know  what  aset  we  ase  w  Ae  ATlh 
^let  them  ofice  fasten  an  oppiohfiiw»term, 
Vi  K  nick*minie  on  you«  and  yoii  take  it  to 
the  grat^,  be  it  ever  so  buiSliwatfoitte/'; 

«  Ttere  is  a  way,  cwtaihly,  to  tihedc 
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iqgedtlemai^^e  Uberties/^   said  Lionel; 

"Pcdil  pokl  a  man  wouldn't,  msh  t6 
fight  about  a  pound  more  or  a  pound  less  of 
&tl  still  t&e  name  is  a  great  deal,  and  first 
impressions  are  every  thing.  Now,  who- 
ever thinks  of  Grand  Cairo  as  a  village ;  of 
the  Giund  Turk  and  Great  Mogul,  as  little 
bop ;  or,  who  would  believe,  by  hearsay; 
that  captain  Polworth,  of  the  light  infantry, 
could  weigh  one  hundred  and  eighty !" 

Add  twenty  to  it/' 

Not  a  pound  more,  as  I  am  a  sinner.  I 
was  weighed  in  the  presence  of  the  whole 
mess  no  later  than  last  week,  since  when 
I  have  rathor  lost  than  gained  an  ounce,  for 
this  early  rising  is  no  fiiend  to  a  thriving 
conditioa.  Twas  in  my  night-gown,  you'll 
remember  Leo,  for  we,  who  tally  so  often; 
can't  aflford  to  throw  in  boots,  and  buckles^ 
and  all  those  sorts  of  things,  like  your  fea- 
lher*we%hts." 

*^  But  i  marvel  how  Nesbit  was  induced 
to  consent  to  theappointment,**  said  Lionel ; 
'*  he  loves  a  Iktte  display.^'-- 

I  am  yonr  man  for  that,"  interrupted 
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and  I  make  more  display,  if  that  be  what 
you   r^uure,  tban  wy  ti^aiil    ia  the 

€OPp«. 

'^  But  I  wiU  whisper  a^  secret,  in  your  ear. 
There  haa  been  a  naaty  bn^Aefts  hece, 
lately,  in  which  the  47th  hs^  gained  no  nev 
laurela — a  matter  of  tarnng  and  feathering, 
about  an  old  rusty  musket." 

<'  I  have  heard  something  of  the  affaii 
already/'  returned  Liooiel,  '^  and  wai 
grieved  to  find  the  men  justijEying  some  d 
their  own  brutal  conduct  last  night,  by  the 
example  of  their  commander." 

**  MujQL-^'tis  a  delicate  matter — wdl 
that  tar  haa  brought  the  Ocdonel  into  parti 
cularly  bad  odour  in  Boston,  especiallj 
nmong  the  women^  iu  whose  good  grace 
we  are  all  of  u&  lower  than  I  have  ev« 
known  scariet  coate  to  stand  before.  Wh^ 
Xieo,  the  Mph^rs  w^  altogether  the  bettg 
men  here!  But  there  is  not. anV officer  i 
the  whole  army  who  ha$  made  more:fiiend 
im  the  place  than  your  humble  searvant. 
have  availed  myself  ofan|r'9e^iillu9ty«  "whi^ 
|ust 9p^w iff no-tiiiging^tWw,  mi pu^jl 


ffwoBMi^aiiA  partly  \xj  secvet  iirteieajk^  I 
liafrethe  comfwiy ;  to  vrhkh  you  know  m)^ 
nnk  mthe  re^u^oit  givea  me  Wk  undoubted 
title/' 

''  A  perfectly  satisfactory  explanatioa ; 
a  ifiort  commendable  ambition  on  your  par^ 
and  a  certain  symptom  tj^at  the  pe^QC  is  not 
to  be  disturbed ;  for  Gag^e  would  never  per* 
mit  such  an  arrangement,  had.he  ai^y  active 
opoutions  in  l^s  eye." 

"  Why,  there  I  think  you  are  more  thaa 
half  right ;  tiiese  Yankees  have  been  talk*- 
ing,  and  resolving,  and  approbating  their 
lesdves,  as  they  call  it,  these  ten  years 
past,  and  what  does  it  all  amount  to  ?  T9 
be  sore,  things  grow  worse  and  worse  every 
day;  but  Jonathan  is  fm  enigma  to  me^ 
Now  you  ktiow  when  we  were  'm  the  ca* 
valry  together ;  God  forgive  me  the  suicide 
I  committed  ta  exchangipg  ii3to  the  £>ot^ 
which  I  never  should  have  d9ne»  could  I 
have  fpuBd  in  all  England  such  a  thing  a$ 
an  ea^  gqer,  or  a  safe  l^per — but  then,  ^ 
the  commiwa  took.  oflEi^nce  at  a  oew  tiix,  or 
a  stagn^OO  ift  bUsineMi  why  they  got  tor 
gether  in  mobs,  aiid  bawt  aihoii&e'Qt'tw^ 

frijMM^qi  imljlstratot  .aildt;pAiibApahus* 
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iled  a  constable ;' tneu  in'We 'came  at  tL 
hand  gallop,  you  know,  flourished  our 
fiwords,  and  scattered  tke  ragged  devils  to 
the  four  winds ;  when  the  courts  did  the 
resit,  leaving  tits  a'  cheap  victdry  at  the  ex- 
pense of  a  little  ^virind,  which  was  amply 
compensMed  by  an  increased  appetite  for 
dinner.  But  here  it  is  altogether  a  different 
Bort  of  th\ng/' 

^'  And  what  are  the  most  alarming  syxnp-^ 
toms,  juist  now,  in  the  colonies?''  asked 
Major  Lincoln,  with  a  sensible  interest  ib 
the  subject. 

"  They  refuse  their  natural  alimeat  to 
uphold  what  they  call  their  principles ;  the 
women  abjiure  tea,  and  the  men  abandon 
their  fisheries!  There  has  been  hardly 
such  a  thing  a  seven  a  wild  duck  broughl 
into  the  market  this  spring,  in  consequence 
of  the  Port-Bill,  and  yet  they  grow  xnori 
stubborn  every  day.  If  it  should  come  t^ 
blows,  however,  thank  God  we  are  Btronj 
enough  to  open  a  passage  tot  ourselves  t^ 
any  part  of  the  continent  where  prorisioni 
may  be  plentier ;  and  I  hear  more  txoopi 
are  already  on  the  way." 

<^If  italiciuldcome^toblofWiB^  which  hei^ 
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veo  forbid/' sfud  Major  Lincoln,  ''  we  shall 
be  besieged  where  we  are  now," 

*' Besieged  r  exclaimed  Polwarth,  in 
evident  alarm ;  ''  if  I  thought  there  was  the 
least  prospect  of  such  a  calsunity  I  would 
sellout  to-morrow.  It  ia  bad  enough  now ; 
our  mess-table  is  never  decently  covered, 
but  if  there  should  come  a  siege  'twould  be 
absolute  starvation.  No,  no,  Leo,  their 
minute  men,  and  their  long-tailed  rabble, 
would  hardly  think  of  besieging  four  thou- 
sand British  soldiers  with  a  fleet  to  back 
them.  Four  thousand !  If  the  regiments  I 
hear  named  are  actually  on  the  way  there 
wiD  be  eight  thousand  of  us,  as  good  men 
as  ever  wore — " 

"  Light  infantry  jackets,"  interrupted 
Lionel.  "  But  the  regiments  are  certainly 
«>ming;  Clinton,  Burgoyne,  and  Howe, 
had  an  audience  to  take  leave,  on  the  same 
day  with  myself.  The  service  is  exceed- 
ingly popular  with  the  king,  and  our  re- 
ception^ of  course,  was  most  gracious  ; 
though  I  thought  the;eye  of  royalty  looked 
on  me  as  if  it  remembered  one  or  two  of 
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my  juvenile  votes  in  the  hou8e>  on  the  sub- 
ject of  these  unhappy  dissensions.'* 

''  You  voted  against  the  Port-Bill/'  said 
Polwarth,  '*  out  of  regard  to  me  ?" 

"  No,  there  I  joined  the  ministry.  The 
conduct  of  the  people  of  Boston  had  pro- 
voked the  measure,  and  there  were  hardly 
two  minds  in  parliament  on  that  question/' 

"Ah!  Major  Lincoln,  you  are  a  happy 
man,"  said  the  captain ;  ''  a  seat  in  parlia- 
tiient  at  five-and-twenty !  I  must  think  that 
I  should  prefer  just  such  an  occupaticm  to 
all  others ;  the  very  name  is  taking ;  a 
seat !  you  have  two  members  for  your  bo- 
rough ;  who  fills  the  second  now  ?" 

''  Say  nothing  on  that  subject,  I  entreat 
you,"  whispered  Lionel,  pressing  the  arm 
of  the  other,  as  he  rose ;  **  'tis  not  filled  by 
him  who  should  occupy  it,  as  you  know : 
shall  we  descend  to  the  common?  there 
^ire  many  fiiends  that  I  could  wish  to  see 
before  the  bell  calls  us  to  church." 

*'  Yes,  this  is  a  church-going,  or  rather 
meeting-going  place ;  for  most  of  the  good 
people  f(»8wear  ithe  use  ^f  the  wond  church 
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u  we  abjure  the  supremacy  of  the  Pope/' 
returned  Polworth,  following  in  his  compa* 
aion'g  footsteps.  *'  I  never  think  of  attend* 
ing  any  of  their  schism-shops,  for  I  would 
any  day  rather  stand  sentinel  over  a  bag* 
gage-waggon  than  stand  up  to  hear  one  of 
their  prayers.  I  can  do  very  well  at  the 
king's  chapel,  afi  they  call  it ;  for  when  I 
am  once  comfortably  fixed  on  my  knees^ 
I  make  out  as  well  as  my  lord  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury  :  though  it  has  always  been 
matter  of  surprise  to  me,  how  any  man  can 
find  breath  to  go  through  their  work  of  a 
morning.'' 

They  descended  the  hill,  as  Lionel  re- 
plied, and  their  forms  were  soon  blended 
with  those  of  twenty  others  who  wore  scar- 
let coats,  on  the  common. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

*^  For  us,  and  for  our  tragedy, 

'*  Here  stooping -to  your  clemency^ 

^'Wer^fSyovr  hearing  paltently." 

.  .  ^  Hamlet. 

1 1  • 

We  must  now  carry  the  reader  back  a 
century  in  order  to  .clear  our  tale  of  every 
appearance  of  ambiguity.  Reginald  Lin- 
coln was  a  cadet  of  an  extremely  ancient 
and  wealthy  family,  whose  possessions 
were  suffered  to  continue  as  appendages  to 
a  baronetcy,  throughout  all  the  changes 
which  marked  the  eventful  periods  of  the 
Commonwealth,  and  the  usurpation  of 
Cromwell.  He  had  himself,  however,  in- 
herited  little  more  than  a  morbid  sensibi- 
lity, which,  even  in  that  age,  appeared  to 
be  a  sort  pf  heirloom  to  his  family.  XVTiile 
still  a  young  man  he  had  married  a  woman 
to  whom  he  was  much  attached,  who  died 
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in  giving  birth  to  her  first  child.  The  grief 
of  the  husband  took  a  direction  towards  re- 
ligion ;  but  unhappily,  instead  of  deriving 
frw  his  researches  that  healing  consola- 
tion, with  which  our  faith  abounds^  his 
niind  became  soured  by  the  prevalent  but 
discordant  views  of  the  attributes  of  the 
^tj ;  and  the  result  of  his  conversion  was 
to  leave  him  an  ascetic  puritan,  and  an  ob* 
stinate  predestinarian.  That  such  a  man^ 
fiodhig  but  little  to  connect  him  with  his 
i^e  country^  should  revolt  at  the  impure 
practices  of  the  Court  of  Charles,  is  not 
surprising ;  and  accordingly,  though  not  at 
^  implicated  in  the  guilt  of  the  regicides, 
I^e  departed  for  the  religious  province  of 
Massachusetts  Bay,  in  the  first  years  of  the 
reign  of  that  merry  prince. 

It  was  not  difficult  for  a  man  of  the  rank 
^d  reputed  sanctity  of  Reginald  Lincoln, 
to  obtain  both  honourable  and  lucrative 
employments  in  the  plantations ;  and  after 
the  first  glow  of  his  awakened  ardour  in 
behalf  of  spiritual  matters  had  a  little 
abated,  he  foiled  not  to  improve  a  due  por-> 
tion  of  his  time  by  a  conmiendable  atten^ 
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ti<m  to  temporal  things.  To.  tlie  dgf  of  hi« 
4eat)i,  however  he  contmuod  ft  gloomyt 
auatere«  and  bigoti^d  religioaist,  geemingly 
too  regardless  of  the  vanities  of  this  world 
to  permit  his  pure  imagiiiation  to  mingle 
with  it8  droas,  even  while  he  submitted  to 
discharge  its  visible  duties.  Notwithstand- 
ing this  elevation  of  mind,  his  son,  at  the 
decease  of  his  father,  found  himself  in  the 
possession  of  many  goodly  effects,  which 
were,  questionless,  the  accumulations  of  a 
neglected  use,  during  the  days  of  his  sab- 
limated  progenitor. 

Young  Lion^el  so  far  followed  in  the  steps 
of  his  worthy  parent,  as  to  continue  gather- 
ing honours  and  riches  into  his  li^ :  though 
owing  to  an  early  disappointment,  and  the 
inheritance  of  the  heir-loom  already  men* 
tioned.  It  was  late  in  life  before  he  found 
a  partner  to  share  his  happiness.  Ckm- 
trary  to  all  the  usual  calculations  tiiat  are 
made  on  the  choice  of  a  man  of  self-deniai* 
he  was  then  united  to  a  youthfiil  and  gay 
Episcopalian,  who  had  little  besides  her  ex- 
quisite beauty  and  good  blood  to  recom* 
mend  her.   By  this. lady  he  had  four  chii* 
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dreiiythfeesoiis  and  a  daughter,  when  he  also 
was  laid  in  the  vault,  by  the  side  of  his  de- 
ceased parent.  The  eldest  of  these  sons  was 
yet  a  boy  when  he  was  called  to  the  mother 
coontry,  to  inherit  the  estates  and  honours 
of lus  family.  The  second,  named  Regi- 
oaJd,  who  was  bred  to  arms,  married,  had 
a  ion,  and  lost  his  life  in  the  wilds  where 
he  was  required  to  serve,  before  he  was 
fire-and-twenty.  The  third  was  the  grand 
&ther  of  Agnes  Danforth ;  and  the  daugh- 
ter was  Mrs*  Lechmere. 

The  bmily  of  Lincoln,  c(Hisidering  the 
diortness  of  their  marriages,  had  been  ex- 
tronely  prolific,  while  in  the  colonies,  ac- 
cordii^  to  that  wise  allotment  of  provit 
d^ce,  which  ever  seems  to  regulate  the 
fnDctions  of  our  nature  by  our  wants ;  but 
the  instant  it  was  reconveyed  to  the  popu- 
lous island  of  Britain,  it  entirely  lost  its  re- 
putation for  fruitfulness.  Sir  Lionel  lived 
to  a  good  age,  married,  but  died  childless, 
iK>twithstanding  his  body  lay  in  state,  it 
was  under  a  splendid  roof,  and  in  halls  so 
capacious  that  they  would  have  afforded 
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iomfor^abre  sheftet^Wthe  wlioie  famityof 
Priam. 

**'  fey  this  ifa[tality  \t  1b!ecame  necessary  to 
cross  tl^e'iiilanlic^once  morei  to  nnd  an  heir 
t'B  tWe  wicte  domain^  'dYftavens^litfe,'  knd  to 
oneof  t^eol<iesti)dronetcies  in  thekiAgdom. 
'  tV'e'liiave^pfaiited'and  reared  this'ge- 
nesJogicai  tnfe, '^to  but  Httle  purpose,  if  it 
be  necess^iy  \o  tell  the  reader,  that  the  in- 
dividual who  ^d  now  become  the  head  of 
his  face,  was  the  orphan  son  of  the  de- 
ceased  officer.  .  He  was  maried,  and  the 
father  of  one    blooming  boy,    when  this 
elevation  which  was  not  unlooked  for,  oc- 
curred.    Leaving  his'  wife  and  child  be- 
hind him,  Sir  Lionel  immediately  proceed- 
ed to  England,  to  assert  his  rights  and  se- 
cure  his  possessions.     As  he  was  the  ne- 
phew and  acknowledged  heir  of  the  late  in- 
cumbent,  he  met  with  no  opposition  to 
the  more  important  parts  of  his  claims. 
Across  the  character  and  fortunes  of  *t|iis 
gentleman,  however,  a    dark  cloiid  nad 
early  passed,  which  prevented  the  com- 
raon  eye  from  reading  the  events  of  his 


life^  lik<|  thof  ^  of  ot]}«r  ;in<^,  in,  its  .open 
and  intelligible  movements.    After  his  ac^ 
cession  to  fortune  and^  rank,  but  liftle<was 
known  of  him^   even  by  ^is.^^lie^t  and 
most  intwuite  associates.    It^was  rumpur- 
ed,  it  is  true,  that  he  had  \>^n  detaiAed  in 
£o^and  for  two  years,  by  a  vexatious  cpn* 
tention  for  a  petty  appendage  to  his  large 
estates,  a  controversy  which  was^  however, 
known  to  have  been  decide4  in  his  favour, 
before  he  was  recalled  to  Boston  by  the 
sudden  death  of  his  wife.    This  calamity 
befel  him  during  the  period  when  the  w jLr 
of  *56  was  raging  in  its  greatest  violence ; 
a  time  when  the  energies  of  the  colonies 
were  directed  to  the  assistance  of  the  mo* 
ther-country,  who,  according  to  the  lan- 
guage of  the  day,  was  zealously  endeavour- 
ing to  defeat  the  ambitious  views  of  the 
French,   in    this    hemisphere;    or,    v^hat 
amounted  t/6  .the  same  thing  in  effect,  in 
^trnggUug^  to  advance  her  own* 

It  ^ras  an  interesting  period :  whei^  the 
mild  and  peaceful  colonists  v^ere  seen^  to 
shake  off  their  habits  of  forbearance,  and 
to  enter  into  the  strife  with  an  alacrity  and 
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qiilit  ibbt  soon  emv^atedthefift^moftdarillg 
of  tlieir  more  practiced  eonfed^n^tea^-  To 
the  rataztem^iit  of  all  nk^o  kn«w  bis  iortuiies 
Sir /Lionel  Lincoln  w^fi  ^en  to  embark  in 
BfiMy  oltbe  most  d^perate  adventures  that 
ftistinguifilied  tibe  war»  with  a  hardihood 
that  father  sought  death  than  courted  ho- 
Qow..  He  had  been*  like  his  father,  tcfuned 
to  arms,  but  the  veg^iment  in  which  he  held 
the  commisaion  of  Lieutenant- Colonel,  was 
serving  his  master  in  the  most  eastern  of 
hia  dominion,  while  the  uneasy  soldier  was 
thus  rashijsg  from  point  to  point,  hazarding 
his  life,  and  m<^e  than  once  shedding  his 
blood,  in  the  enterprises  that  signalized  the 
imi  in  his  most  western. 

This  dangerous  career,  however^  was  at 
length  suddenly  and  mysteriously  checked. 
By  the  influence  of  some  powerful  agency, 
that  was  never  explained,  the  Baronet  was 
iaduoed  to  take  his  son,  and  embark  once 
more  for  the  land  of  their  fathers,  from 
which  the  former  had  never  been  known 
to  return.  For  many  years,  all  those  en- 
quiries which  the  laudable  curiosity  of  the 
townsmen  and  townswomen  of  Mrs.  Lech- 


meK,  prompted  tb^n  to  make,  coueertiw 
mg  the  fete  of  her  nephew  (and  we  leaVis 
eadi  of  oar  readers  to  determine  dieit*  nath* 
bm),  were  answered  by  that  lady* with 
the  Biost  courteous  reserve ;  sind  some^ 
tines  with  such  exhibitions  of  emotion,  as 
weJiave  already  attempted  to  describe  in 
her  first  interview  with  his  son*  But  cssnii- 
ttant  dropping  will  wear  away  a.  stone; 
At  first  there  were  rumours  that  the  Ba- 
ronet had  committed  treason,  and  had 
teen  compelled  to  exchange  Ravensclifih 
for  a  less  comfortable  dwelling  in  tine 
Tower  of  London.  This  report  was  me- 
ceeded  by  that  of  an  unfortunate  private 
Qttrriage  with  one  of  the  Princesses  of  tiie 
HoQse  of  Brunswick ;  but  a  reference  to 
the  calendars  of  the  day,  showed  that 
there  was  no  lady  of  a  suitable  i^e  disen- 
Pged,  and  this  amour»  so  creditable  to  the 
provinces,  was  necessarily  abandoned. 
Pisaily,  the  assertion  was  made  with  much 
mote  oi  the  confidence  of  truth,  that  the 
^fa^y  Sir  Lionel  was  the  tenant  of  a 
private  mad-house. 
The  instant  this  rumour  was  circulated 
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iiMHfeM^iikliM  iBar0Bfllrn<{iilg 
Aiitva'lfewoitiBare[tMtfafoAtlo4.ratt£i  bb/teg^Atr 
fikobB  idgfat  1iit:rliimqji)diiiaigUtheiih6i!^ 
tsiny.iiMkBr  o£(faik>saeqii:.  Toac9Mttiiff0Bats 
»iidd9ao)eitlHi»t|ott^  'WCLr*  a  more  dsflb^U 
tadd/;asi^  «aBrf^sftdtithe4BgQ»tity?  oftfoi  «x- 
ofiedifi^lyfoipgeBifittB  (people^  for  'a.   loog 

^Tske/mMensttiitimentaL  part  of  the  oom^ 
Hm&fiby^(«iclb  adJ  tha>  maidens  and  bacfae* 
hOB^  iiBdi:4ilM9evotakdt8;Gf  hymeawbo  dad 
twkA  whI^  tbinkssiprovdd  tbe  aolaciag  power 
9(i4keigi3iif  dfidoBittfaili  to  aficribe  the  mi»* 
fMiiike  of  tiiB  r  B  arone  t  to  i  the .  unhaf9>y :  1^^ 
df  Jdd9  trife :  ^alady^tdiwlioai  he  va&  kaowa 
tatlonmost  pateionaskeif  .attii^hed<'  A  Sam, 
ttevoetica  (rflthe  good  .  old^'scfaool,  under 
lebose  wtetteetaal  sway  the  iacaimate  pei^ 
Bons  of  so  many  godless  dealers  in  ne<MM)^ 
manoy^hBd  heen  made  to  expiate  &c  tfaieir 
aboamuEtions;,  pointed  toithe  oalianfttyi  as.  a 
meritedpimiahment  onthe  baokslidings  of 
a  iamily  that  had  omceknotwo  the  true 
faith;  wkdk  a; thirds  and.  by. no. means  a 


weritiilhad  <ki¥enilia^  jrliitttf  m%iM  rmAt 
Biitihtrtme>w86i  appoemdiiiig^  ^di  /tfaaer 
appuretittydraesdstibie  pffojMkBitgr/tpsptoar' 
late  OD  the  fartyiKSt'of  >a  ifidkrar-tereattHB 
was  made  to  yield  to  noileapipoittet  ooo-^ 
siderations.  The  hour  soon  anived  wfaeq 
tlie  merdiaiit  forgot  hisrstnomoaiary  idte^ 
reste  to  look  keenly  into  the  dbtent  effects 
that  were  to  sucoeedlliemcMFentieiitsofthe 
day;  which  tai^t the ffspmbic  the  iwhcite- 
seme  ledsoa,  that  providenee  siai^d  moit 
beoefioratly  on  those  who  •  mofit :  merited^ 
by  their  own  efforts;  itsfatouis ;  and  wbdcAi 
even  jmrged  the  breast  of  the  sentimea-- 
tiHA  of  its  sidcly  tenant,  to  be  sacoeeded 
^  the  healthy  and  ennobling  passion  of 
leva  of  conntry. 

it  was  about  this  period  that  the  contest 
for  priaeiple  between  the  parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  and  the  colonies  of  North 
America,  commenced,  that  in  time  led  to 
those  important  results  which  have  estv 


> 
kikhed  a  new  era  in  political  liberty,  ta 
vMt  as  a  mighty  empire.  A  brief  gtonce 
iMtlKd  nature  of  this  controversy  may  as- 
mt  in  rehdering  many  of  the  allusions  in 
thirlegend  more  intelligible  to  some  of  its 
readfir*. 

-^  The  increasing  wealth  of  the  provinces 
had  attracted  the  notice  of  the  English  mi- 
nistry so  eatly  as  the  year  1763.  In  that 
year  th6  first  effort  to  raise  a  revenue  which 
was  to  me^t  the  exigencies  of  the  empire, 
was  attempted  by  the  passage  of  a  law  to 
impose  a  duty  on  certain  stanfiped  paper, 
which  was  made  necessary  to  give  validity 
to  contracts.  This  method  of  raising  a  re- 
venue was  not  new  in  itself,  nor  was  the 
imposition  heavy  in  amount.  But  the  Ame- 
ricans, not  less  sagacious  than  wary»  per- 
ceived at  a  glance  the  importance  of  the 
principles  involved  in  the  admission  of  a 
right  as  belonging  to  any  body  to  lay  taxes 
in  which  they  were  not  represented.  The 
question  was  not  without  its  dMSculties. 
but  the  direct  and  plain  argument  wtL< 
clearly  on  the  side  of  the  colonists.  Aware 
of  the  force  of  their  reasons,  and  perhaps 
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a  litUe.eonscfeoas  of  the  strength  of  tt^ 
MBbers^they  approached  the^ubjectvitb 
I  ^ttiit  which  betokened  this  eoosci^us^ 
Mts,  b«t  wUh  a  coQlue^$  tb^t  deootod  thei 
imamoi  thw  purpose.    After  a  ^Xrug* 
gle  of  nearly  two  years,  during  whi^h  tim 
kw  was  rendered  completely  profitless  by 
tke  Quammity  among  the  p?ppl^  as  well  syi 
by  a  iqpecies  of  good-humoiufed  violence 
that  rendered  it  exceedingly  inconvenient^ 
aod  perhaps  a  litUe  dangerous,  to  the  ser- 
vaate  of  the  crown  to  execcise  their  ob* 
Qoiiotts  (anctions^  the  ministry  abandodied 
the  laeasure.     But,  at  the  same  time  that 
the  law  was  repealed,  the  parliament  main- 
tained its  right  to  bind  the  coloniea  in  aH 
cases  whatsoever,  by  recording,  a  resolu- 
tioQ  to  that  effect  in  its  journals. 

That  an  empire,  whose  several  parts 
vsie  separated  by  oceans,  and  whose  in^ 
terests  were  so  often  conflicting,  should 
become  unwieldy,  and  fall,  in  time,  by  its 
<>wn  weigkt,  was  an  event  that  all  wise 
nen  most  have  expected  to  arrive.  But 
diat  the  Americans  did  not  contemplate 
•oeh  a  division  at  that  early  day»  may  be 
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fisurly  inferred^  if  there  were  no^ol^er,  tes- 
timony in  the  matter^  'by  the  ,qu\^t  .^d 
submission  that  pervaded  the  colonies  the 
instant  that  the  repeal  ol  the ,  stamp  act 
was  known.  Had  any  desire  for  p^ema^ 
tore  independence  existed,  the  Parliapxent 
had  unwisely  furnished  abundant  fuel  to 
feed  the  flame,  in  the  very  resolution  al^ 
ready  mentioned.  But,  satisfied  with  the 
^olid  advantages  they  had  secured,  peace* 
ful  in  their  habits,  and  loyal  in  their  feel* 
ings,  the  colonists  laughed  at  the  empty 
dignity  of  their  self-constituted  rulers, 
while  they  congratulated  each  other  on 
their  own  more  substantial  success.  If 
the  besotted  servants  of  the  king  had 
learned  wisdom  by  the  past,  the  storm 
would  have  blowin  oy^r,  and  another  9ge 
wou}4  have .  witnessed  thc^  ^ents  i^cb 
we  are  about  to  relat^^  Things  .iff?re 
hanlly  suffered,  howevei,  to  r^ura  tg^l^r 
old  .cbBpneh  again^  belpre  t^.piH^f^iftV 
tempted  to, reviye^  th^r  .^aijpa  hs^Mj^^j^i 
ppsitions.,'  The.  design  to  caisd  a  r^;|(^i^ 
Ivul^be^n,  4efip^^fl  1^  ^^^C9S^<^  .^^^ 
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pa|}^?;''Mt^^liV  present  instance,  eiqpe- 
dleWW^e'i^ofWwiiic'h  iV W^'tho»' 
would  DC  more  Effective — its  m  the  case  oT 
tea.  Where; tfie  duty*  wa^^  paid  by' the  East: 
India  dompsmy  Jn  &e  nfst^  instance,  anii 
the eiactron  was^b^^g  W^cfe  6V{\iHm^^' 
ricans,  tlr^ongH  theii^*  afi^^^itfeKi;'  '^f  h^s6' 
aew  mnova6ons  on  theit  Vigfifi^^erfe  ^  met* 
by  the  colonists  with'bie  ^iM^^'^f6n(pti2 ' 
tude,  but  with  much  inbfe  b?''sfeficrasiiesl^^ 
than  in  the  former  instano^si*^  *  All  the  pro- 
Tinces  south  of  the  Gireat  •Li^es,*  slcfed'in 
concert  on  this  occasion :  aiid')[lrepar&tiotis 
were  made  to  render  riot  only  tTidr  remon- 
strances and  petitions  mbre  Impressive  by' 
a  Tmirf  of  action,  btrt  their  moi^e  seriouft '' 
^^nggl^  ^Iso,  shotild  *  iin  appeal:' to  force 
bedbme  necessary.  The  tea  was  stdred  oV 
sentbiatck  to  England  in  most  cases,  though' 
in  tKe  towti  of  Boston,  a  concurrence  of 
cire^amstances  led  to  the  violent  measure, 
ontfaepaii'bf  the  people,  of  throwing  a 
lai^  qoadtfty  of  tiie  offensive  article  into 
the-^sea:.    To  punish  this  act,  which  took' 
pWfiefe  the  early  part  of  1 774,  the  port  of 
Bb^on  Wab'  closed,  ancl  di^rent  UWs'wefff 
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enacted  in  Parliament,  which  were  in- 
tended to  bring  the  people  back  to  a  sense 
of  their  dependence  on  the  British  power. 
Although  the  complaints  of  the  colo- 
nists were  hushed  during  the  sfaott  inter* 
val  that  had  succeeded  the  suspension  of 
the  efforts  of  the  ministry  to  tax  them,  the 
feelings  of  alienation  which  were  ^agen* 
dered  by  the  attempt,  had  not  time  to  be 
lost  before  the  obnoxious  subject  was  re- 
vived in  its  new  shape.  From  1763,  to 
tike  period  of  our  tale,  all  the  younger  part 
of  the  population  of  the  provinces  had 
grown  into  manhood,  but  they  were  no 
longer  imbued  with  that  profound  respect 
S&r  the  mother  country  which  had  been 
transmitted  from  their  ancestors,  or  with 
that  deep  loyalty  to  the  crown  that  usually 
characterizes  a  people  who  view  die  pa- 
geant of  royalty  through  the  medium  bf 
distance.  Still,  those  who  guided  the 
feelings  and  controlled  the  judgments  of 
the  Americans,  were  averse  to  a  dismem- 
berment of  the  empire,  a  measure  which 
they  continued  to  believe  both  imppthic 
and  unnatural. 
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In  the  mean  time,  though  equally  reluc- 
tant to  shed  blood,  the  adverse  parties 
prepared  for   that  final    struggle  which 
leemed  to  be  unavoidably  approaching. 
The  situation  of  the  colonies  was  now  so 
peculiar,  that  it  may  be  doubted  whether 
hktoTj  furnishes  a  precise  parallel.    Their 
fealty  to  the  prince  was  every  where  ac- 
bowledged,  while  the  laws  which  ema* 
nated  from  his  counsellors  were  sullenly 
diiregarded  and  set  at  nought  Each  pro- 
^e  possessed  its  distinct  government, 
ttd  in  most  of  them  the  political  influence 
of  the  crown  was  direct  and  great ;  but  the 
time  had  arrived  when  it  was  superseded 
by  a  moral  feeling  that  defied  the  machi* 
aatkms  and   intrigues  of  the    ministry. 
Such  of  the  provincial  legislatures  as  pos^^ 
•eneda  majority  of  the  "  Sons  of  Liberty,? 
u  they  who  resisted  the  unconstitutional 
attempts  of  the  ministry  were   termed; 
elected  del^^tes  to  meet  in  a  general  con* 
grets  to  consult  on  the  ways  arid  means  of 
offocting  the  common  objects.      In  one  or 
^  provinces  where  the  inequality  of  re^ 
presentation  afforded  a  different  r^nilti  the 
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pecfjfie  tsd^M  m '  ^fi6iehd«!i^'%  act- 
ing 4q  ti*i^  orig^mat  'ea^<)il!y.  l%t&  btidy 
mMtiiigV  uiiift?e  -  (itfat^prrdttm,  with  the 
£sariM9iooifidenoei^4tit^frity,  and  actmg 
oad^itkei  ^xettetti^nt  of  a  r^rohilioii  in 
Miitimtot,  possedned  '  on  influence  which^ 
at  a  later  teyjibas  been  denied  to  their 
more  J«gally  oonstitated  successors.  Their 
raeommeaddtioM  possessed  ali  the  validity 
of  laws/ ^^ithout  incurring  their  odium. 
While  as  the  organ  of  their  fellow  sub- 
jects, they  t  still  eootinued  to  petitioa  and 
ri^nanstroto,  tliey^didnot  forget  to  oppose, 
by  su(^  Keads  as  were  then  thought  ex- 
pedient, the  oppressive  measures  of  the 
ministry. 

An  assoeiatioa  wsr^  recommended  to  the 
people,  for  those  purposes  that  are  amply 
esipresbedi  in  the  three  divisions  which  wertf 
significantly  given  to  the  subjects,  in-calling 
them  by  the  several  names  of  non-importa- 
tion,' '  non*  exportation*  and '  non-cionsump* 
tionresolutiDns/  These  negative  expedients 
were. all  thai  was  constitutionally  intiieir 
power,  and  throughout  the  whole  c6iitnH« 
versy  there  had  been  a  guarded  cat^BOt  to 


exeee(^b€i^ipit4^J|pich(theiUMf!$(|m^  alEpoeii 
tatberigtits  oC :t)^rsu))|Qe|4((»  Thbnghjio 
o\'ert  aet^f  r^tw^jB  was  ocWMitti^  timy 
did  noti  bowe ver> :  r  A€^ec^:  ^utii  meaaii  las 
were  attaioable,  tp,  beipirqparad  fotfthe^Iast 
(^  whei^ever  it  should  anive.  t  In  thm 
nianner  a  feeling  of  reseittmedt  aod  disaf^ 
&ctiQii  was  daily  inoreaaing  .  throii^out 
the  proviiu^es,  while  ialVIaasaoblJseffets  Bay, 
tlie  more  immediate  sceneftif(burstoiy,  the 
disorder  in  the  body  poUtto  seemed  to  be 
i&eritably  gathering  to  its  head.  . 

The  great  principles  of  the  oontroversy 
hftl  been  bl^ided,  in  different  places,  with 
various  causes  of  local  complaint,  and  in 
Qooe  more  than  in  ihe  town  of  Boston.  The 
iahabitaats  of  this  .place  had  been  d» tin- 
^hed  for  ap  early,  open>  and  fearless  re- 
^taoce  to  the  ministry*  An  armed  foiK?e 
^  bog  been  thought  aoecesaarjr  ta  intimi^ 
date  tlus  spirit,  to  effect  which  the'  troops 
vere.  drawn  from  different  rparts  of\  the  pto^ 
^isc^j  and  QOPK^emtn^^tedF  in  .thas? ^ voted' 
tawai  Efirly  »  1-774,  a  miHtsxy^nlta  was' 
plso^i  ja  tHeeiiftcutJkve;!chamof-thepro* 
^^<^;^  j^V^^Mt  of  .morefdetermina^ 
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tion  was  assumed  by  tbe  government.  One 
of  the  first  acts  of  this  gentleman,  who  held 
the  high  station  of  Lieutenant-General, 
and  who  commanded  all  the  forces  of  the 
king  in  America,  was  to  dissolve  the  colo* 
nial  assembly.  About  the  same  time  a 
new  charter  was  sent  from  England,  and  a 
material  change  was  contemplated  in  the 
polity  of  the  colonial  government.  From 
this  moment  the  power  of  the  king,  tliougb 
it  was  not  denied,  became  suspended  in  th« 
province.  A  provincial  congress  was  elec^ 
ted,  and  assembled  within  seven  leagues  oi 
the  capital,  where  they  continued,  froni 
time  to  time,  to  adopt  such  measures  as  th^ 
exigencies  of  the  times  were  bought  t^ 
render  necessary.  Men  were  enrolled,  dis^ 
ciplined,  and  armed,  as  well  as  the  imper^ 
feet  means  of  the  colony  would  allow 
These  troops,  who  were  no  more  thai 
the  elite  of  the  inhabitants,  had  little  else  i\ 
recommend  them  besides  their  spirit,  an 
their  manual  dexterity  with  filre-armfi 
From  the  expected  nature  of  their  s^rvic^ 
they  were  not  unaptly  termed  "  miaut^ 
men.**    The  munitions  of  wiu*  were  seized 
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and  hoarded  with  a  care  and  diligeace  that 
showed  the  character  of  the  impending 
conflict. 

On  the  other  hand.  General  Gage  adop- 
ted a  similar  course  of  preparation  and  pre- 
vention, by  fortifying  himself  in  the  strong 
hold  which  he  possessed,  and  by  anticipate 
ing  the  intentions  of  the  colonists,  in  their 
attempts  to  form  magazines,  whenever  it 
was  m  his  power.  He  had  an  easy  task  in 
(he  former,  both  from  tlie  natural  situation 
of  the  place  he  occupied,  and  the  species  of 
force  he  commanded. 

Surrounded  by  broad  and  chiefly  by  deep 
waters,  except  at  one  extremely  narrow 
|x>int,  and  possessing  its  triple  hills,  which 
are  not  conunanded  by  any  adjacent  emi- 
nences, the  peninsula  of  Boston  could,  with 
a  competent  garrison,  easily  be  made  im- 
pregnate, especially  when  aided  by  a  su^ 
pehor  fleet.  The  works  erected  by  the 
KngUsh  General  were,  however,  by  nb 
rneaos  oS  magnitude,  for  it  is  well  known 
I  hat  the  whole  park  of  the  colonists  could 
not  exceed  some  half  dozen  pieces  of  field 
[utiiiery,  with  a  small  battering  train  tiiat 
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must  be  entirely  oamposed  of  old  and  cum^ 
brous  ship  guns.  Consequently,  when  Li^ 
onel  arrived  at  Boston,  he  found  a  few  bat^ 
teries  ^rown  up  on  the  eminences^  some  oj 
which  were  intended  as  much  to  controul 
the  town,  as  to  repel  an  enemy  from  with^ 
out,  while  lines  were  drawn  across  the  neck 
which  communicated  with  the  main.  The 
garrison  consisted  of  something  less  than 
five  thoiasand  men,  besides  which,  there 
W9B  a  fluctuating  force  of  seamen  and  ma^ 
rines,  as  the  vessels  of  war  arrived  and  de^ 
parted. 

All  this  time^  there  was  no  other  interrupi 
tion  to  the  intercourse  between  the  town 
and  the  country,  than  such  as  unavoidabl}^ 
succeeded  the  stagnation  of  trade,  and  thq 
distrust  engendered  by  the  aspect  of  affairs^ 
Though  numberless  families  had  deserted 
their  homes,  many  known  whigs  continued 
to  dwell  in  their  habitations,  where  their  ear^ 
were  deafened  by  the  sound  of  the  Britisli 
drums,  and  where  their  spirits  were  but  tcx) 
often  galled  by  the  sneers  of  the  officers,on  tho 
uncouth  military  preparations  of  their  coun^ 
trymen.     Indeed  an  impression  had  spread 
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farther  fhati  among  the  idle  atad  tboughtless 
youths  of  the  army,  that  the  colonists  trter6 
but  liftle  gifted  with  martial  (Judlities ;  and 
many  of  their  best  fHends  in  Etitope  -were 
in  dread  lest  an  appeal  to  foixje  should  put 
the  contested  points  for  '^ver  at  rest,  by 
proving  the  incompetentry  of  the  Ateiericans 
to  maintain  them  to  the  last  e**remity. 

In  this  manner  both  partJes^s W6d  at  bay ; 
the  people  living  in  perfect  ordter  ahd-  quiet, 
^thout  the  administration  of  feW',  stiUen, 
vigilant,  and  through  their  leaders,  Secretly 
alert;  and  the  army,  gay,  haughty;  and 
tireless  of  the  consequences,  though  far 
frum  being  oppressive  or  insolent,  until 
after  the  defeat  of  one  or  two  abortive  ex- 
cursions into  the  country  in  quest  of  arms 
Each  hour,  however,  was  rapidly  adding  to 
iije  disaffection  on  one  side,  and  to  the  con- 
tempt and  resentment  on  the  other,  through 
^:^imberless  public  and  private  causes,  that 
''tlong  rather  to  history  than  to  a  legend  like 
•"s.  All  extraordinary  occupations  were 
^  impended,  and  men  awaited  the  course  of 
^'•ings  in  anxious  expectation.  It  was 
known  that  the  parliament,  mstead  of  re- 
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tracing  their  political  errors,  had  imposed 
new  restraints,  and,  as  has  been  mentioned, 
it  was  also  rumoured  that  regiments  and 
fleets  were  on  their  way  to  enforce  them. 

How  long  a  country  could  exist  in  such  t 
primeval  condition,  remained  to  be  seen, 
though  it  was  difficult  to  say  when  or  ho^ 
it  was  to  terminate.  The  people  of  the  land 
appeared  to  slumber,  but,  like  vigilant  and 
wary  soldiers,  they  might  be  said  to  sleef 
on  their  arms ;  while  the  troops  assumed 
each  day,  more  of  that  fearful  preparation, 
which  gives,  even  to  the  trained  warrior,  a 
more  martial  aspect — though  both  partie:^ 
still  continued  to  manifest  a  becoming  re* 
luctance  to  shed  blood. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

*  WouM  he  were  fatter :— but  I  fear  him  not  :— 
^*  Seldom  he  smiles,  aad  smiles  m  such  r  sort, 
**  As  if  he  mocked  himself,  and  scorned  his  spirit, 
*'  That  could  be  raovvtl  to  smile  at  any  thin?." 

JuUvs  Catetir, 

In  the  course  of  the  succeeding  wieek 
Lionel  acquired  a  knowledge  of  many  minor 
circumstances  relating  to  the  condition  of 
the  colonies,  which  may  be  easily  imagined 
as  incidental  to  the  times,  but  which  would 
greatly  exceed  our  limits  to  relate.  He 
was  received  by  his  brethfen  in  arms  with 
that  sort  of  cordiality  that  a  rich,  high 
spirited,  and'firee^  if  not  a  jovial  comrade, 
was  certain  of  meeting  among  men  who 
li^ed  chiefly  for  pleajsure  and  appearance. 
Certain  indications  of  more  than  usually 
important  tnovements  were  discovered 
among  the  troops,  the  first  day  of  the  week, 
and  his  own  condition  in  the  army  was  in 

g2 
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some  measure  affected  by  the  changes.  In- 
stead of  joining  his  particular  regiment,  he 
was  ordered  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to 
take  a  command  in  the  light  corps  which 
had  begun  its  drill  for  the  service  that  was 
peculiar  to  such  troops.  As  it  was  well 
known  that  Boston  was  Major  Lincoln's 
place  of  nativity,  the  commander-in-chief, 
with  the  indulgence  and  kindness  of  his* 
character,  granted  to  him,  however,  a  short 
respite  from  duty,  in  order  that  he  might 
indulge  in  the  feelings  natural  to  his  situa- 
tion. It  was  soon  generally  understood, 
that  Major  Lincoln,  though  intending  to 
serve  with  the  army  in  America,  should 
the  sad  alternative  of  an  appeal  to  arms 
become  necessary,  had  permission  to  amuse 
himself  in  such  a  manner  as  he  saw  fit, 
for  two  months  from  the  date  of  his  ar- 
rival. Those  who  affected  to  be  more  wise 
<than  common,  saw,  or  thought  they  saw, 
in  this  arrangement,  a  deep  laid  plan  on  the 
part  of  Gage,  to  use  the  influence  and  ad- 
dress of  the  young  provincial  among  his 
.connexions  and  natural  friends,  to  draw 
^hem  back  to  those  sentiments  of  loyalty 
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which  it  was  feared  so  many  among  them 
had  forgotten  to  entertain.  But  it  was  the, 
characteristic  of  the  times  to  attach  impor- 
tance to  trifling  incidents,  and  to  suspect  a 
concealed  policy  in  movements  which  ema- 
nated only  in  inclination. 

There  was  nothing,  however,  in  the  de- 
portment, or  manner  of  life  adopted  by 
Lionel,  to  justify  any  of  these  conjectures. 
He  continued  to  dwell  in  the  house  of  Mrs. 
Lechmere;  in  person,  though,  unwilling  to 
burthen  the  hospitality  of  his  aunt  too  hea^ 
viJy,  he  had  taken  lodgings  in  a  dwelling 
at  no  great  distance,  where  his  servants 
resided,  and  where,  it  was  generally  un- 
derstood, that  his  visits  of  ceremony  and 
friendship  were  to  be  received.     Captain 
Polwarth  did  not  fail  to  complain  loudly  of 
this  arrangement,  as  paralyzing  at  once  all 
the  advantages  he  had  anticipated  from  en- 
joying the  entr6  to  the  dwelling  of  his  mis- 
tress, in  the  right  of  his  friend.    But  as  the 
establishment  of  Lionel  was  supported  with 
much  of  that  liberality  which  was  becoming 
m  a  youth  of  his  large  fortune,  the  exu- 
berant light-infantry  officer  found  many 
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sources  of  condolation  in  the  change,  which 
could  not  have  existed,  had  the  staid  Mrs. 
Lechmere  presided  over  the  domestic  de- 
partments Lionel  and  Polwarth  had  been 
boys  together  at  the  same  school,  members 
of  the  same  college  at  Oxford,  and  subse- 
quently for-  many  years,  comrades  in  the 
same  corp^.  Though,  perhaps,  no  two  men 
in  their  regiment  were  more  essentially  dif- 
ferent, in  mental  as  well  as  physical  consti- 
tution,, yet,  by  that  unaccountable  caprice 
which  causes  us  to  like  our  opposites,  it  is 
certain  that  no  two  gentlemen  in  the  ser- 
vice were  known  to  be  on  better  terms,  or 
to  maintain  a  more  close  and  unreserved 
intimacy^  It  is  unnecessary  to  dilate  here 
on  this  singular  friendship ;  it  occurs  every 
day,  between  men  still  more  discordant, 
the  result  of  accident  and  habit,  and  is 
often,  as  in  the  present  instance,  cemented 
by  unconquerable  good  nature  in  one  of  the 
parties.  For  this  latter  qualification, 
Captain  Polwarth  was  eminent,  if  for  no 
other.  It  contributed  quite  as  much  as  his 
science  in  the  art  of  living,  to  the  thriving 
condition  of  th%  cpxpoi^e^l  moiety  of  the 
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man,  and  it  rendered  a  communion  with 
the  less  material  part  at  all  times  inoffen* 
sive,  if  not  agreeable. 

On  the  present  occasion,  the  Captain 
took  charge  of  the  internal  economy  of 
Lionel's  lodgings,  with  a  zeal  which  he  did 
oot  even  pretend  was  &sinterested«  By 
the  rules  of  the  regiment  he  was  compelled 
to  live  nomisally  with  the  mess,  where  he 
foand  his  talents  ^d  his  wishes  fettered  by 
divers  indispensable  regulations,  and  eco- 
nomical practices,  Uiat  could  not  be  easily 
overleaped ;  but  with  Lionel,  just  such  an 
opportunity  offered  for  establishing  rules  of 
his  own,  and  disregarding  expenditure,  as 
he  had  been  long  pining  for  in  secret* 
ThoQgh  the  poor  of  the  town  were,  in  the 
absence  of  employment,  necessarily  sup- 
ported by  large  contributions  of  money, 
clothings  and  food,  which  were  transmitted 
to  their  aid  from  the  fiirthermost  parts  of 
the  colonies,  the  markets  were  not  yet 
wanting  in  all  the  necessaries  of  life,  to 
those  who  enjoyed  the  means  of  purchas- 
ing. With  this  disposition  of  things  there- 
fore, he  became  weU  content,,  and  within 
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the  first  fortnight  after  the  arrival  of  Lionel, 
it  became  known  to  the  mess,  that  Captain 
Polwarth  took  his  dinners  regularly  with 
his  old  friend.  Major  Lincoln ;  though  in 
truth  the  latter  was  enjoying,  more  than 
half  the  time,  the  hospitality  of  the  respec- 
tive tables  of  the  officers  of  the  staff. 

In  the  meantime  Lionel  cultivated  his 
acquaintance  in  Tremont-street,  where  he 
still  slept,  with  an  interest  and  assiduity 
that  the  awkwardness  of  his  first  inter- 
view would  not  have  taught  us  to  expect. 
With  Mrs.  Lechmere,  it  is  true,  he  made 
but  little  progress  in  intimacy ;  for,  equally 
formal,  though  polite,  she  w*as  at  all .  times 
enshrouded  in  a  cloud  of  artificial,  but  cold 
management,  that  gave  him  little  opportu- 
nity, had  he  possessed  the  desire^  to  break 
through  the  reserve  of  her  calculating  tem- 
perament. With  his  more  youthful  kins- 
women, the  case  was,  however,  in  a  very 
few  days,  entirely  reversed.  Agnes  Dan- 
forth,  who  had  nothing  to  conceal,  began 
insensibly  to  yield  to  the  manliness  and 
^grsce  of  his  manner,  and  before  the  end  of 
the  first  week,  she  maintained  the  rights  of 
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the  colonists,  laughed  at  th^  ibUies  of  Jibe 
officers,  and  then  acknowIedgedh6roi\^Qf)]i3- 
judices,  with  a  familiarity  and  good-hariifMr 
that  soon  made  her,  in  her  tumv^'f&vouHtie 
with  her  English  cousin,,  as  she/itetmcd 
liaael.    But  he  found  the  demeaiiout^  of 
Cecil  Dynevor  much  more  s  embairrasaiiig, 
if  not  inexplicable.     For  days  she  would 
be  distant,  silent,  and  haughty^  and  then 
again,  as  it  were  by  sudden  .impulses,  she 
became  easy  and  natural ;  her  %yhole  soul 
beaming  in  her  speaking  eyes,  or  her  inno- 
cent and  merry  humour  breaking  through 
the  bounds  of  her  restraint,  and  rendering 
not  only  herself,  but  all  around  her,  happy 
and  delighted.      Full  many   an   hour  did 
Lionel  ponder  on  this  accountable  differ- 
ence in  the  manner  of  this  young  lady,  at 
different  moments.     There  was  a  secret 
excitement  in  the  very  caprices  of  her  hii- 
mours,  that  had  a  piquapt  interest  in  his 
eyes,  and  which,  aided  by  her  exquisite 
form  and  intelligent  face,  gradually  induced 
him  to  become  a  more  close  observer  of 
their  waywardness,    and   consequently  a 
niore  assiduous  attendant  on    her  move- 

c  3 
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ments.  In  consequence  of  this  assiduity^ 
the  manner  of  Cecil  grew^  almost  imper- 
ceptibly, less  variable^  and  more  uniformly 
fascinating^  while  Lionel,  by  some  unac- 
countable oversight,  soon  forgot  to  note  its 
changes^  or  even  to  miss  the  excitement. 

In  a  mixed  society,,  where  pleasure, 
company,  and  a  multitude  of  objects  con- 
spired to  distract  the  attention,  such  alter- 
ations would  be  the  result  of  an  intercourse 
for  months,,  if  they  ever  occurred ;  but  in 
a  town  like  Boston,  from  which  most  of 
those  with  whom  Cecil  had  once  mingled 
were  already  fled,  and  where,  consequently, 
those  who  remained  behind,  lived  chiefly 
for  themselves  and  by  themselves,  it  was 
no  more  than  the  obvious  eflFect  of  ver\ 
apparent  causes.  In  this  manner  some- 
thing like  good-will,  if  not  a  deeper  interest 
in  each  other,  was  happily  effected  within 
that  memorable  fortnight,  which  was  teem- 
ing with  events  vastly  more  important  in 
their  results  than  any  that  can  appertain  to 
the  fortunes  of  a  single  family. 

The  winter  of  1774-5  had  been  as  re- 
markable for  its  mildness,  as  the  spring 
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wM  cold  and  lingering.  Like  every  season 
in  our  changeable  climate,  however,  the 
chilling  days  of  March  and  Aparil  were,  in- 
lenmngled  with  some,  when  a  genial  sun 
recalled  the  ideas  of  summer,  which,  in 
th^ir  turn,  were  succeeded  by  others,  when 
the  torrents  of  cold  rain  that  drove  before 
the  easterly  gales,  would  seem  to  repel 
every  advance  toward  a  milder  tempera- 
lure.  Many  of  those  stormy  days  occurred 
in  the  middle  of  April,  and  during  their 
continuance  Lionel  was  necessarily  com- 
pelled to  keep  himself  housed • 

He  had  retired  from  the  parlour  of  Mrs. 
Lechmere,-  one  evening,  when  the  rain  was 
beating  against  the  windows  of  the  house, 
in  nearly  horizontal  lines,  to  complete  some 
letters  which,  before  dining,  he  had  com- 
menced to  the  agent  of  his  family,  in  Eng- 
land, On  entiering  his  own  apartment,  he 
was  startled  to  find  the  room,  which  he 
had  left  vacant,  and  which  he  expected  to. 
find  in  the  same  state,  occupied  in  a  man-- 
ner  that  he  could  not  anticipate.  The 
light  of  a  strong  wobd  fire  was  blazing  on 
the  hearth,  and  throvnng  about,,  in  playful 
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changes,  the  flickering  shadows  o(  the  fur* 
niture,  and  magnifying  each  object  into 
some  strange  and  fiutastical  figure.  As 
he  stepped  within  the  door  his  eye  fell 
upon  one  of  these  shadows,  which  extended 
along  the  wall,  and  bending  against  the 
ceiling,  exhibited  the  gigantic  but  certain 
outlines  of  the  human  form.  Recollecting 
that  he  had  left  his  letters  open,,  and  a 
little  distrusting  the  discretion  of  Meriton, 
Lionel  advanced  lightly,  for  a  few  feet,  so 
far  as  to  be  able  to  look  round  the  drapery 
of  his  bed,  and  to  his  amazement,  perceived 
that  the  intruder  was  not  his  valet,^butthe 
aged  stranger.  The*  old  man  sat  holding 
in  his  hand  the  open  letter  which  Lionel 
had  been  writing,  and  continued  so^  deeply 
absorbed  in  its  contents,  that  the  footsteps 
of  the  other  were  still  disregarded.  A  large, 
coarse  over-coat,  dripping  with  water, 
concealed  most  of  his  person,  though  the 
white  hairs  that  strayed  about  his  face, 
and  the  deep  lines  of  his  remarkable  coun- 
tenance could  not  be  mistaken. 

''  I  was    ignorant  of  this  unexpected 
visit,"  said  Lionel,  advancing  quickly  into 
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the  centre  of  the  roomi,  *^  ot  I  should  'Mt 
ha?e  been  so  tardy  in  returning  to  my 
apartment,  where,  sir,  I  fear  you  mu«t 
ha?e  found  your  time  irksome,  w^ith-  nothing 
but  that  scrawl  to  amuse  you.*' 

The  old  man  dropped  the  paper  from 
before  his  features,  and  betrayed,  by  the 
action,  the  large  drops  that  followed  each 
other  down  his  hollow  checks,  until  they 
fell  even  to  the  floor.  The  haughty  and 
displeased  look  disappeared  from  the 
countenance  of  Lionel  at  this  sight,  and  he 
was  on  the  point  of  speaking  in  a  more 
coQciliating  manner,  when  the  stranger, 
whose  eye  had  not  quailed  before  the 
angry  frown  it  encountered,  anticipated  his 
intention. 

"  I  comprehend  you,  Major  Lincoln,'' 
be  said,  calmly ;  "  but  there  can  exist 
jugtifiable  reasons  for  a  greater  breach  of 
faith  than  this,  of  which  you  accuse  me. 
^Accident,  and  not  intention,  has  put  me 
in  possession,  here,  of  your  most  secret 
thoughts  on  a  subject  that  has  dee^)  inte- 
rest for  me.  You  have  urged  me  often, 
during  our  voyage,  to  make  you  acquainted 
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will  all  that  you  most  desire  to  know,  to 
which  request,  as  you  may  remember,  I 
have  ever  been  silent/' 

'*  You  have  said,  sir,  that  you  were 
master  of  a  secret  in  which  my  feelings,  I 
will  acknowledge,  are  deeply  interested ; 
and  I  have  urged  you  to  remove  my 
doubts  by  declaring  the  truth ;  but  I  do 
not  perceive  "^ — 

"How  a  desire  to  possess  my  secret, 
gives  me  a  claim  to  inquire  into  yours, 
you  would  say,"  interrupted  the  stranger: 
"  nor  does  it.  But  an  interest  in  your 
affairs,  that  you  cannot  yet  understand, 
and  which  is  vouched  for  by  these  scalding 
tears,  the  first  that  have  fallen  in  years 
from  a  fountain  that  I  had  thought  dried, 
should,  and  must  satisfy  you." 

"  It  does,"  said  Lionel,  deeply  affected 
by  the  melancholy  tones  of  his  voice,  "  it 
does,  it  does,  and  I  will  listen  to  no  further 
explanation  on  the  unpleasant  subject. 
You  see  nothing  there^  I  am  sure,  of  which 
a  son  can  have  reason  to  be  ashamed.'^ 

"  I  see  much  here,  Lionel  Lincoln,  of 
which  a  f£d;her  would  have  reason  to  be 
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proud,"  returned  the  old  man.  "  It  was 
the  filial  lore  which  you  have  displayed  in 
this  paper  which  has  drawn  these  drops 
from  my  eyes ;  for  he  who  has  lived  as  I 
kave  done,  beyond  the  age  of  man,  with- 
out knowing  the  love  that  the  parent  feels 
lor  its  offspring,  or  which  the  child  bears 
to  the  author  of  its  being,  must  have  out- 
lived his  natural  sympathies,  not  to  be 
conscious  of  his  misfortune,  when^chance 
oiakes  him  sensible  of  affections  like 
these." 

•'  You  have  never  been  a  father,  then  V 
^'M  Lionel,  drawing  a  chair  nigh  to  his 
iged  companion,  and  seating  himself  with 
an  air  of  powerful  interest,  that  he  could 
uot  control. 

"*  Have  I  not  told  you  that  I  am  alone  ?" 
returned  the  old  man,  with  a  solemn  man- 
iier.  After  an  impressive  pause,  he  con- 
tinued, though  his  tones  were  husky  and 
low—'*  I  have  been  both  husband  and 
parent,  in  my  day,  but  'tis  so  long  since, 
that  no  selfish  tie  remains  to  bind  me  to 
earth.     Old  age  is  the  neighbour  of  death. 
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and  the  chill  of  the  grave  is  to  be  found  in 
its  warmest  breathings." 

**  Say  not  so,"  interrupted  Lionel,  *'  for 
you  do  injustice  to  your  own  warm  nature 
— you  forget  your  zeal  in  behalf  of  what 
you  deem  these  oppressed  colonies." 
,  "  'Tis  no  more  than  the  flickering  of  the 
dying  lamp,  which  flares  and  dazzles  most, 
when  its  source  of  heat  is  nighest  to  extinc- 
tion. But  though  I  may  not  infuse  into 
your  bosom  a  warinth  that  I  dp  not  posses.^ 
myself,  I  can  point  out  the  dangers  with 
which  life  abounds,  and  serve  as  a  beacon, 
when  no  longer  useful  as  a  pilot.  It  is  for 
such  a  purpose.  Major  Lincoln,  that  I  have 
braved  the  tempest  of  to-night."  - 

"  Has  any  thing  occurred,  which,  by 
rendering  danger  pressing,  can  make  such 
an  exposure  necessary  V 

"  Look  at  me,"  said  the  old  man  eamestiv 
— '*I  have  seen  most  of  this  flourishing 
country  a  wilderness ;  my  recollection 
goes  back  into  those  periods  when  the 
savage,  and  the  beast  of  the  forest,  con- 
tended with  our  fathers  for  much  of  that 
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soil  which  now  supports  its  hundreds  of 
thousands  in  plenty  ;  and  my  tinae  is  to  be 
numbered,  not  by  years,  but  by  ages.  For 
such  a  being,  think  you  there  yet  can  be  many 
months,  or  weeks,  or  even  days  in  store  V 
Uooel  dropped  his  eyes,  in  embarrassment 
to  the  floor,  as.  he  answered — 

"You  cannot  have  very  many  years, 
surely,  to  hope  for  ;  but  with  the  activity 
and  temperance  you  possess,  days  and 
months  confine  you,  I  trust,  in  limits  much 
too  small." 

"  What  V*  exclaimed  the  other,  stretch- 
ing forth  a  colourless  hand,  in  which  even 
^  ftfominent  veins  partook  in  the  appear- 
ance of  a  general  decay  of  nature  :  **  with 
these  wasted  limbs,  these  gray  hairs,  and 
^s  sunken  and  sepulchral  cheek,  would 
you  talk  to  me  of  years!  to  me,  who  have 
not  the  effrontery  to  petition  for  even 
Jninutes,  were  they  worth  the  prayer  ;  so 
long  already  has  been  my  probation  !'* 

''  It  is  certainly  time  to  think  of  the 
change,  when  it  approaches  so  very  near." 

"  Well,  then,  Lionel  Lincoln,  old,  feeble, 
and  on  the  threshold  of  eternity  as  I  stand. 


« 


162  LIONEL  LINCOLN. 

yet  am  I  not  nearer  to  my  grave  than  that 
country  to  which  you  have  pledged  your 
blood  15  to  a  mighty  convulsion,  which  will 
shake  her  institutions  to  their  foundations." 

**  I  cannot  admit  the  signs  of  the  time& 
to  be  quite  so  pc^rtentous  as  your  fears 
would  make  them/'  said  Lionel,  smiling  a 
little  proudly.  "  Though  the  worst  that 
is  apprehended  should  arrive,  England  will 
feel  the  shock  but  as  the  earth  bears  an 
eruption  of  one  of  its  volcanoes  \  But  we 
talk  in  idle  figures,  sir  ;  know  you  any 
thing  to  justify  the  apprehension  of  imme- 
diate danger  T 

The  face  of  the  stranger  lifted  with  a 
sudden  and  startling  gleam  of  intelligence, 
and  a  sarcastic  smile  passed  across  his  wan 
filatures,  as  he  answered  slowly — 

"They  only  have  cause  to  fear  who  will 
be  the  losers  by  the  change !  A  youth 
who  casts  off  the  tr^munels  of  his  guardi-^ 
ans  is  not  apt  to  dotjibt  his  ability  to  govern 
himself  England  has  held  these  colonies 
so  long  in  leading-'Strings^  that  she  forget'i 
her  offspring  is  able  to  go  alone." 

*'  Now,  sir,  you  exceed  even  the  wild 
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projecte  of  the  most  daring  amongst  those 
who  call  themselves  the  •  Sons  of  Liberty ' 
—as  if  liberty  existed  in  any  place  more 
iaroured  or  more  nurtured  than  under  the 
blessed  constitution  of  England !  The 
utmost  required  is  what  they  term  a  re- 
dress of  grievances,  many  of  which,  I  must 
think,  exist  only  in  imagination/^ 

"Was  a  stone  ever  known  to  roll  up- 
ward! Let  there  be  but  one  drop  of 
Ameriean  blood  spilt  in  anger,  and  its 
<tain  will  become  indelible." 

"Unhappily,  the  experiment  has  been 
already  tried ;  and  yet  years  have  rolled 
by,  while  England  keeps  her  footing  and 
authority  good.'* 

"  Her  authority !"  repeated  the  old  man ; 
*  see  you  not.  Major  Lincoln,  in  the  for- 
bearance of  this  people,  when  they  felt 
themselves  in  the  wrong,  the  existence  of 
the  very  principles  that  will  render  them 
invincible  and  unyielding  when  right  ^ 
But  we  waste  our  time ;  I  came  to  cqnduct 
you  to  a  place  where,  with  your  own  ears, 
and  with  your  own  eyes,  you  may  hear  and, 
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see  a  little  of  that  spirit  which  pervadei 
the  land ,     You  will  follow."  i 

"  Not  surely  in  such  a  tempest !" 
.  ''  This  tempest  is  but  a  trifle  to  thai 
which  is  about  to  break  upon  you,  unlesif 
you  retrace  your  steps  ;  btit  follow, 
repeat ;  if  a  man  oL  my  years  disregards  | 
the  night,  ought  an  English  soldier  tO; 
hesitate !" 

The  pride  of  Lionel  was  touched  ;  and 
remembering  an  engagement  he  had  pre- 
viously made  with  his  aged  friend  to  accom- 
pany him  to  a  scene  like  this,  he  made 
such  changes  in  his  dress  as  would  serve 
to  conceal  his  profession,  threw  on  a  large 
cloak  to  protect  his  person,  and  was  about 
to  [  lead  the  way  himself,  when  he  wa$, 
aroused  by  the  voice  of  the  other. 

''You  mistake  the  route,''  he  said; 
"  this  is  to  be  a  secret,  and  I  hope  a  profi- 
table visit — none  must  know  of  your  pre- 
sence ;  and  if  you  are  a  worthy  son  of  your 
honourable  father,  I  need  hardly  add  that 
my  faith  is  pledged  for  your  discretion?' 
'f  The  pledge  will  be  respected^  sir," 
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said  Lionel,  haughtily ;  "  but  in  order  to 
^ee  what  you  wish,  we  are  not  to  remain 
here?" 

"  Follow  then,  and  be  silent,"  said  the 
old  man,  turning  and  opening  the  doors 
which  led  into  a  little  apartment  lighted 
by  one  of  those  smaller  windows,  already 
mentioned  in  describing  the  exterior  of  the 
building.    The  passage  was  dark  and  nar- 
row, but,  observing  the  warnings   of  his 
companion,  Lionel  succeeded  in  descend- 
iiig  in  safety  a  flight  of  steps  which  formed 
a  private  communication  between  the  offices 
of  the  dwelling  and  its  upper  apartments. 
They  paused  an  instant  at  the  bottom  of 
tbe  stairs,  where  the  youth  expressed  his 
amazement  that  a  stranger  should  be  so 
nmch  more  familiar  with  the  building  than 
he  who  had  for  so  many  days  made  it  his 
bume. 

**  Have  I  not  often  told  you,"  returned 
the  old  'man,  with  a  severity  in  his  voice 
v^hich  was  even  apparent  in  its  suppressed 
^^nes,  "  that  I  have  known  Boston  for 
I  tar  an  hundred  years ;  how  many  edifices 
ike  this  does  it  contain,  that  I. should  not 
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have  noted  its  erection!  But  follow  ia 
silence,  and  be  prudent." 

He  now  opened  a  door  which  conducted 
them  through  one  end  of  the  building,  intd 
the  courtyard  in  which  it  was  situated.  As 
they  emerged  into  the  open  air»  Lionel 
perceived  the  figure  of  a  maD>  crouching 
under  the  walls^  as  if  seeking  a  sheltet 
from  the  driving  rain.  The  moment  they 
appeared,  this  person  arose^  and  followed 
as  they  moved  towards  the  street. 

*'  Are  we  not  watched  ?'*  said  Lioneli 
stopping  to  face  the  unknown ;  ''  whotij 
hg^ve  we  skulking  in  our  footsteps  ?" 

"  'Tis  the  boy,''  said  the  old  man,  foi 
whom  we  must  -adopt  the  name  of  Ralphi 
which  it  would  appear  was  the  usual  term 
used  by  Job  when  addressing  his  mother's 
guest — **  'tis  the  boy,  and  he  can  do  us  n^ 
harm.  God  has  granted  to  him  a  know^ 
ledge  between  much  of  what  is  good  and 
that  which  is  evil,  thou^  the  mind  of  th< 
child  is,  at  times,  sadly  weakened  by  liiJ 
bodily  ailings.  His  heart,  however,  \\ 
with  bis  country,  at  a  moment  when  sh^ 
needs  all  hearts  to  maintain  her  rights.*' 
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■ 

The  young  British  oflScer  bowed  his 
head  to  meet  the  tempest^  and  smiled 
scomiully  within  the  folds  of  his  cloak, 
which  he  drew  more  closely  around  his 
form,  as  they  met  the  gale  in  the  open 
streets  of  the  town.  They  had  passed 
swiftly  through  many  narrow  and  crooked 
ways,  before  another  word  was  uttered 
betvreen  the  adventurers.  Lionel  mused 
on  the  singular  and  indefinable  interest 
that  he  took  in  the  movements  of  his  com- 
panion, which  could  draw  him  at .  a  time 
like  this  from  the  shelter  of  Mrs.  Lech'^ 
fliere's  roof,  to  wander  he  knew  not 
whither,  and  on  an  errand  which  might 
even  be  dangerous  to  his  person.  Still  he 
followed,  unhesitatingly,  for  with  these 
passbg  thoughts  were  blended  the  recol- 
lection of  the  many  recent  and  interesting 
communications  he  had  held  with  the  old 
man  during  their  long  and  close  asso- 
ciatiiMi  in  the  ship ;  nor  was  he  wanting 
^  a  natural  interest  for  all  that  involved 
the  safety  and  happiness  of  the  place 
of  his  birth.  He  kept  the  form  of  his 
aged  guide  in    his    eye,    as  the    other 
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moved  before  him,  cai'eless  of  the  tempest 
which  beat  on  his  withered  frame,  and  he 
heard  the  heavy  footsteps  of  Job  in  his 
rear,  who  had  closed  so  near  his  own  per- 
son as  to  share  in  some  measure,  in  the 
shelter  of  his  ample  cloak.  But  no  other 
living  being  seemed  to  have  ventured 
abroad ;  and  even  the  few  sentinels  thev 
passed,  instead  of  pacing  in  front  of  those 
doors  which  it  was  their  duty  to  g^ard, 
were  concealed  behind  the  angles  of 
walls,  or  sought  shelter  under  the  projec- 
tions of  some  favouring  roof.  At  moments 
the  wind  rushed  into  the  narrow  avenues 
of  the  streets,  along  which  it  swept,  with 
a  noise  not  unlike  the  hollow  roaring  of 
the  sea,  and  with  a  violence  which  was 
nearly  irresistible.  At  such  times  Lionel 
was  compelled  to  pause,  and  even  fre- 
quently to  recede  a  little  from  his  path, 
while  his  guide,  supported  by  his  high 
purpose,  and  but  little  obstructed  by  his 
garments,  seemed,  to  the  bewildered  ima- 
gination of  his  follower,  to  glide  through 
the  night  with  a  facility  that  was  superna- 
tural.    At  length  the  old  man,  who  had 
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got  «ome  distance  ahead  of  his  followers, 
suddenly  paused,  and  allowed  Lionel  to 
approach  to  his  side.  The  latter  observed 
with  surprise,  that  he  had  stopped  before 
the  root  and  stump  of  a  tree  which  had 
f>nce  grown  on  the  borders  of  the  street, 
and  which  appeared  to  have  been  recently 
felled. 

"  Do  you  see  this  remnant  of  the  Elm  ?" 
^d  Ralph,  when  the  others  had  stopped 
ilso ;  "  their  axes  have  succeeded  in  de- 
stroying the  mother  plant,  but  her  scions 
are  flourishing  throughout  a  continent  !*' 

**  I  do  not  comprehend  you !"  returned 
Lionel;  "  I  see  here  nothing  but  the  stump 
"f  some  tree ;  surely  the  ministers  of  the 
King  are  not  answerable  that  it  stands  no 
!r>nger  V 

**  The  ministers  of  the  king  are  answer- 
ible  to  their  master  that  it  has  ever  become 
rtat  it  is— but  speak  to  the  boy  at  your 
•^e,  he  will  tell  you  of  its  virtues." 

Lionel  turned  towards  Job,  and  per- 
plived  by  the  obscure  light  of  the  moon, 

this  surprise,  that  the  changeling  Stood 
ih  his  head  bared  to  the  storm,  regard* 

VOL.  I.  H 
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ing  tbe  root  ^th  aa  extnordmary  degree 
of  reverence. 

**  This  is  all  a  mystery  to  me !"  he  said; 
''  what  do  you  know  about  this  stump  to 
stand  in  awe  of,  boy  V 

"  •  'Tis  the  root  of  '  liberty-tree^  " 
said  Job,  **  and  'tis  wicked  to  pass  it 
without  making  your  manners!" 

**  And  what  has  this  tree  done  for 
liberty,  ihz.t  it  has  m^ted  so  much 
respect  ?" 

**  What !  why  did  ycm  ever  see  st  tree 
afore  this  that  could  write  and  give  nottces 
of  town  meetin'da's,  or  that  could  tell  the 
people  what  the  king  meant  to  do  with  the 
tea  and  his  stamps  P' 

'*  And  could  this  marvdfeus  tree  work 
such  miracles  ?" 

''  To  be  sure  it  could,  and  it  did  too — 
jWi  -let  stingy  Tommy  think  to  get  abore 
the  people  with  any  of  his  cunxdng  over 
night,  and  you  might  come  here  aext 
morning  and  read  a  warning  on  tibe  bark 
of  this  tree,  that  would  tell  all  about  it 
and  how  to  put  down  his  denltrtea,  written 
oat  ^r,  in  a  hand  as  good  as  master 
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Lowell  himself  could  put  on  pap^r,  the  best 
day  of  his  grand  scholarship.*' 
"  And  who  put  the  paper  there  ?" 
''Whop'  exclaimed  Job,  a  little  posi- 
tively; "why  Liberty  came  in  the  night, 
and  pasted  it  up  herself.      When  Nab 
couldn't  get  a  house  to  live  in.  Job  used  to 
sleep  under  the  tree,  sometimes,  and  many 
a  night  has  he  seen  Liberty  with  his  own 
eyes  come  and  put  up  the  paper." 
And  was  it  a  woman  ?" 
Do  you  think  Liberty  was  such  a  fool 
as  to  come  etery  time  in  woman's  clothes^ 
to  be  followed  by  the  rake-heliy  soldiers 
about  the  stress!"  said  Job,  *with  great 
contempt  in  his  manner.      '*  Sometimes 
she  did,  though,  and  sometimes  she  didn't; 
just  as  it  happened.    And  J<^  was  in  the 
tree  when  old  Noll  had  to  give  up  his  un- 
srodly  stamps ;  though  he  didn't  do  it  till 
the  '  Sons  of  Liberty '  had  chucked  his 
stamp-diop  in  the  dock,  and  hung  him  and 
Lord  Boot  together,  on  the  branches  of  the 
oMElmr 
*'  Hung !''    said    Lionel,  unconsciously 

H   2 
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drawing  back  from  the  spot ;  "  was  it  ever 
a  gallows  !*' 

"  Yes,  for  eflSgies!"  said  Job,  laughing; 
."  I  wish  you  could  have  been  here  to  see 
how  the  old  boot,  with  Satan  sticking  out 
on't,  whirled  about  when  they  swung  it  off! 
they  gave  the  old  boy  a  big  shoe  to  put  his 
cloven  huff  in !" 

Lionel,  who  was  familiar  with  the  pecu- 
liar sound  that  his  townsmen  gave  to  the 
letter  u,  now  comprehended  the  allusion  to 
the  Earl  of  Bute,  and  beginning  to  under- 
stand more  clearly  the  nature  of  the  trans- 
actions, and  the  uses  to  which  that 
memorable  tree  had  been  applied,  he  ex- 
pressed his  desire  to  proceed. 

The  old  man  had  suffered  Job  to  make 
his  own  explanations,  though  not  without  a 
curious  interest  in  the  effect  they  would 
produce  on  Lionel;  but  the  instant  the 
request  was  made  to  advance,  he  turned, 
and  once  more  led  the  way.  Their  course 
was  now  directed  more  towards  the 
wharves ;  nor  was  it  long  before  their  con- 
ductor   turned  into  a  narrow  court,  and 
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eotered  a  house  of  rather  mean  appear* 
ance,  without  even  observing  the  formality 
of  announcing  his  visit  by  the  ordinary 
summons  of  rapping  at  its  door.  A  long, 
nam)w,  and  dimly-lighted  passage,  con- 
ducted them  to  a  spacious  apartment  far  in 
the  court,  which  appeared  to  have  been 
fitted  as  a  place  for  the  reception  of  large 
assemblages  of  people-  In  this  room  were 
collected  at  least  a  hundred  men,  seemingly 
intent  on  some  object  of  more  than  usual 
interest,  by  the  gravity  and  seriousness 
of  demeanour  apparent  in  every  coun- 
tenance. 

As  it  was  Sunday,  the  first  impression 
of  Lionel,  on  entering  the  room,  was  that 
his  old  friend,  who  often  betrayed  a  keen 
s^Bibility  on  subjects  of  religion,  had 
brought  him  there  with  a  design  to  listen 
k>  some  -farourite  exhorter  of  his  own  pe- 
cuUar  tenets,  and  as  a  tacit  reproach  for  a 
a^iect  of  the  usual  ordinances  of  that  holy 
day,  of  which  the  conscience  of  the  young 
man  suddenly  accused  bim,  on  finding 
himself  unexpectedly  mingled  in  such  a 
throng.     But  after  he  had  forced  his  per- 
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son  among  a  dense  body  of  men,  who  stood  • 
at  the  lower  end  of  the  apartment,  and  be- 
came a  silent  observer  of  the  scene,  he  was 
soon  made  to  perceive  his  error.  The 
weather  had  induced  all  present  to  appear 
in  such  garments  as  were  best  adapted  to 
protect  them  from  its  fury ;  and  their  ex- 
teriors were  roughs  and  perhaps  a  little  for- 
bidding ;  but  there  was  a  composure  and 
decency  in  the  air  common  to  the  whole 
assembly,  which  denoted  that  they  were 
men  who  possessed,  in  a  high  degree,  the 
commanding  quality  of  self-respect.  A 
very  few  minutes  sufficed  to  teach  LioDel 
that  he  was  in  the  midst  of  a  meeting  col- 
lected to  discuss  questions  connected  with 
the  political  movements  of  the  tines, 
though  he  felt  himself  a  little  at  a  Iom  to 
discover  the  precise  results  it  was  intended 
to  produce.  To  every  question  there  were 
one  or  two  speakers,  men  who  ezprMsed 
their  ideas  in  a  familiar  manner,  and  with 
the  peculiar  tones  and  pronunciation  of  the 
provinee,  that  le^  no  room  to  believe  them 
to  be  orators  of  a  higher  character  than  the 

and   tradesmen  of  the  town. 


IXOVZX   XJHCOLH*  175 

Most,  if  not  all  of  them,  wore  an  air  of  de- 
liberation and  coldness  that  would  have 
rendered  their  sincerity  m  the  cause  they 
had  apparently  espoused  a  little  equivocal^ 
but  for  occasional  expressions  of  coarse, 
and  sometimes  biting  invective  that  they 
expended  on  the  ministers  of  the  crown, 
and  for  the  perfect  and  firm  unanhnity  that 
was  maaifested,  as  each  expression  of  the 
<^0QuiM»i  fiwting  was  taken  after  the  manner 
of  deliberative  bodies.  Certain  resoluticms, 
itt  which  the  most  respectful  remonstrances 
^*«fe  singularly  blended  with  the  bddest 
^MrtJOBs  of  constitutional  principles,  were 
1^,  and  passed  without  a  dissenting 
^oice,thou(^  with  a  calmness  that  indicated 
^  ^ry  strong  excitement.  Lionel  was 
peculiarly  struck  with  the  language  of  these 
^tten  opinions^  which  were .  expressed 
with  a  purity,  and  sometimes  with  an  ele- 
S^Qce  ct  style,  which  plainly  shewed  that 
the  acquaintance  of  the  sober  artisan  with 
the  instruments  through  whose  periods  be 
was  Uundering,  was  quite  recait,  and  far 
&^<nn  being  very  intimate.  The  eyes  of  the 
young  soldier  wandered  from  fietce  to  &ee. 
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with  a  strong  desire  to  detect  the  secret 
movers  of  the  scene  he  was  witnessing; 
nor  was  he  long  without  selecting  one  in- 
dividual as  an  object  peculiarly  deserving 
of  his  suspicions.  It  was  a  man  apparently 
but  just  entering  into  middle  age,  of  an 
appearance,  both  in  person,  and  in  such 
parts  of  his  dress  as  escaped  from  beneath 
his  over-coat,  that  denoted  him  to  be  of  a 
class  altogether  superior  to  the  mass  of  the 
assembly.  A  deep  but  manly  respect  was 
evidently  paid  to  this  gentleman,  by  those 
who  stood  nearest  to  his  person ;  and  once 
or  twice  there  were  close  and  eameist  com- 
munications passing  between  him  and  the 
more  ostensible  leaders  of  the  meeting, 
which  roused  the  suspicions  of  Lionel  in 
the  manner  related.  Notwithstanding  the 
secret  dislike  that  the  English  officer  sud- 
denly conceived  against  a  man  that  he  fan- 
cied was  thus  abusing  his  powers,  by  urging 
others  to  acts  of  insubordination,  he  could 
not  conceal  from  himself  the  favourable 
impression  made  by  the  open,  fearless,  and 
engaging  countenance  of  the  stranger. 
Lionel  was  so  situated  as  to  be  able  to  keep 
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bis  person,  which  was  partlyconcealed  by 
the  taller  forms  that  surrounded  him,  in 
constant  view ;  nor  was  it  long  before  his 
earnest  and  curious  gaze  caught  the  atten- 
tion of  the  other.  Glances  of  marked 
meaning  were  exchanged  between  them 
during  the  remainder  of  the  evening,  until 
the  chairman  announced  that  the  objects 
of  the  convocation  were  accomplislied,  and 
dissolved  the  meeting. 

Lionel  raised  himself  from  his  reclining 
attitude  against  the  wall,  and  submitted  to 
he  carried  by  the  current  of  human  bodies 
into  the  dark  passage  through  which  he 
had  entered  the  room.  Here  he  lingered 
1  moment,  with  a  view  to  recover  his  lost 
companion,  and  with  a  secret  wish  to  scan 
wore  narrowly  the  proceedings  of  the  man 
whose  air  and  manner  had  so  long  chained 
ius  attention.  The  crowd  had  sensibly  di* 
minished  before  he  wsus  aware  that  few  re- 
gained beside  himself,  nor  would  he  then 
have  discovered  that  he  was  likely  to  be- 
^omean  object  of  suspicion  to  those  few, 
had  not  a  voice  at  his  elbow  recalled  his 
recollection. 
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''  Does  Major  Lincoln  meet  his  country* 
aioen  to-night  as  one  who  sympathises  in 
tiieir  wrongs,  or  as  the  favoured  and  pros* 
perous  officer  of  the  crown?"  asked  the 
Tery  man  for  whose  person  he  had  so  long 
Ibeen  looking  in  vain. 

•*  Is  sympathy  with  the  oppressed  in- 
oompatible  with  loyalty  to  my  prince?'' 
demanded  Lionel. 

''  That  it  is  not/'  said  the  stranger,  in  a 
friendly  accent,  "  is  apparent  from  tiie 
conduct  of  many  gallant  Englishmen  among 
us,  who  espouse  our  cause — but  we  claim 
Major  Lincoln  as  a  countryman.'* 

**  Perhaps,  sir,  it  would  be  indiscreet 
jiBit  now  to  disavow  that  title,  let  my  dis- 
positions be  asthey  may,'^  returned  Lionel, 
snfling  a  little  haughtily ;  '*  this  may  not 
be  as  secure  a  spot  io  which  to  avow  one  s 
sentiments,  as  the  town-common,  or  the 
palace  of  St  James's." 

*^  Had  the  king  been  present  to-nig^t. 
Major  Lincoln,  would  he  have  heard  a 
single  sentence  opposed  to  that  constitu- 
tioa  which  has  declared  him  a  member  too 
sacred  to  be  offended  ?" 
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"  Whaterer  nmy  have  been  the  legality 
i^your  sentiments,  sir»  they  mrely  have 
QOt  beea  expressed  in  language  altogether 
fitfiiraroyal  ear." 

*'  It  may  not  have  been  adulation,  er 
even  flattery,  but  it  is  tmth — a  quality  no 
less  sacred  than  the  rights  of  kings." 

''  This  is  neither  a  place  nor  an  occasion, 
sir/'  said  the  young  soldier  quickly,  ''  to 
discuss  the  rights  of  our  common  master ; 
bat  if,  as  from  your  manner  and  your 
i^guage,  I  think  not  improbable,  we  should 
loeet  hereafter  in  a  higher  sphere,  you  will 
^  find  me  at  a  loss  to  vindicate  his 
claims/' 

The  stranger  smiled  with  meaning,  and 
as  he  bowed  before  he  fell  back,  and  was 
lost  in  the  darkness  of  the  passage  he  le* 
plied,— 

''Our  &thers  have  often  met  in  such 
society,  I  believe;  God  forbid  that  thenr 
iOQs  should  ever  encounter  in  a  less  friendly 
maaner.'" 

Lionel  now  finding  himself  alone,  groped 
his  way  into  the  street,  wheie  ha  par- 
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ceived  Ralph  and  the  changeling  in  w&it« 
ing  for  his  appearance.  Without  demand- 
ing the  cause  of  the  other's  delay,  the  old 
man  proceeded  by  the  side  of  his  compa- 
nions, with  the  same  indifference  to  the 
tempest  as  before,  towards  the  residence 
of  Mrs.  Lechmere. 

"  You  have  now  had  some  evidence  of 
the  spirit  that  pervades  this  people/'  said 
Ralph,  after  a  few  moments  of  silence; 
''think  you  still  that  there  is  no  danger 
that  the  volcano  will  explode  ?" 

"  Surely  every  thing  I  have  heard  and 
seen  to-night,  confirms  such  an  opinion," 
returijed  Lionel.  "  Men  on  the  threshold 
of  rebellion  seldom  reason  so  closely,  and 
with  such  moderation.  Why,  the  very 
fuel  for  the  combustion,  the  rabble  them- 
selves, discuss  their  constitutional  prin- 
ciples, and  keep  under  the  mantle  of  law, 
as  though  they  were  a  club  of  learned 
Templars." 

"  Think  you  that  the  fire  will  burn  less 
steadily,  because  what  you  call  the  fuel 
has  been  prepared  by  the  seasoning  of 
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time,"  returned  Ralph.  **  But  this  comes 
from  sending  a  youth  into  a  foreign  land 
for  his  education !  The  boy  rates  this  sober 
and  earnest  countrymen  on  a  level  with  the 
peasants  of  Europe." 

So  much  Lionel  was  able  to  comprehend, 
but  notwithstanding  the  old  man  mut- 
tered vehemently  to  himself  for  some  time 
longer,  it  was  in  a  tone  too  indistinct  for 
his  ear  to  understand  his  meaning.  When 
they  arrived  in  a  part  of  the  town  with 
which  Lionel  was  familiar,  his  aged  guide 
pointed  out  his  way,  and  took  his  leave, 
^]fing: — 

"I  see  that  nothing  but  the  last  and 
dreadful  argument  of  force,  will  convince 
you  of  the  purpose  of  the  Americans  to 
resist  their  oppressors.  God  avert  the  evil 
hour ;  but  when  it  shall  come,  as  come  it 
must,  you  will  learn  your  error,  young 
man,  and,  I  trust,  will  not  disregard  the 
natural  ties  of  country  and  kindred." 

Lionel  would  have  spoken  in  reply,  but 
the  rapid  steps  of  Ralph  rendered  his 
wishes  vain,  for  before  he  had  time    to 
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^tter,  his  emaciated,  form  was  seen  gliding, 
like  an  immaterial  beings,  through  the 
sheets  of  driving  rain,  and  was  soon  io6t  to 
the  eye,  as  it  vanished  in  the  dim  i^ades  of 
night,  followed  by  the  more  substantial 
•frame  of  the  idiot 
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"  Snjeuti,  you  AnH.   Tbnw  are  poor  Mrfiton* 

"  WkoB  ocbenilnp  opoB  their  quiet  bed«, 

"  CowtralMd  to  WBtdiln  darkneiPy  rdn,  and  cold.^ 

T  vo  or  three  days  of  fine»  balmy,  a|Nring 
weather  succeeded  to  the  storm,  duriag 
which  Lionel  saw  m)  xoxnt^  of  his  aged 
feUow-Toyager  Job,  however,  attached 
himself  \a  the  British  soldier  with  a  con* 
fiding  hdplesaness  that  touched  the  heiurt 
of  his  young  protector,  who  gathered  from 
the  drcnmstance  a  just  opinioa  of  the 
Qstore  of  the  abuses  that  the  unfortunate 
changelittg  was  frequently  compelled  to 
endure  from  the  brutal  soldiery.  Meriton 
performed  the  functiMts  of  master  of  the 
wardrobe  to  the  lad,  by  Lionel's  express 
conmands,  with  evident  disgust,  but  with 
mtmfiBst  advantage  to  the  external  appear- 
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ance,  if  with  no  very  sensible  evidence  of 
additional  comfort  to  his  charge.     During 
this  short  period,    the  slight   impression 
made  on  Lionel,  by  the  scene  related  in 
the  preceding  chapter,  faded  before  the 
cheerful  changes  of  the  season,  and  the 
increasing  interest   which  he  felt   in  the 
society  of  his  youthful  kinswomen.     Pol- 
warth  relieved  him  from  all  cares  of  a 
-domestic  nature,   and  the  peculiar  shade 
of  sadness,  which  at  times  had  been  so 
very  perceptible  in  his  countenance,  was 
changed  to  a  loc^  of  more  brightening  and 
ehee^rful  character.     Polwarth  and  Lionel 
had  found  an  oflScer,  who  had  formerly 
served  in  the  same  regiment  with  them  ip 
the  British  Islands,  in  command  of  a  com- 
pany of  grenadiers,  which  formed  part  of 
the  garrison  of  Boston.  *    This  gentleman, 
an  Irishman  of  the  name  of  M'Fuse,  was 
qualified  to  do  great  honour  to  the  culinary 
skill  of   the  officer  of  light .  infantry,  by 
virtue  of  a  keen  natural  gusto  for  whatever 
possessed    the    inherent    properties  of  a 
savoury  taste,  though  utterly  destitute  of 
iiny  of  that  remarkable  .scientific  know- 
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ledge  which  might  be  said  to  distinguish 
the  other  in  the  art.  He  was,  in  conse- 
quence of  this  double  claim  on  the  notice 
of  Lionel,  a  frequent  guest  at  the  nightly 
banquets  prepared  by  Polwarth.  Accord- 
ingly we  find  him,  on  the  evening  of  the 
third  day  in  the  week,  seated  with  his  two 
friends,  around  a  board  plentifully  gar- 
nished by  the  care  of  that  gentleman,  on 
the  preparations  for  which,  more  than 
QKual  skill  had  been  exerted,  if  the  re- 
peated declarations  of  the  disciple  of 
Heliogabulus,  to  that  effect,  were  entitled 
to  any  ordinary  credit. 

''In  short.  Major  Lincoln,"  said  Pol- 
warth, in  continuance  of  his  favourite* 
theme,  while  seated  before  the  table,  ''  a 
naan  may  live  any  where,  provided  he  pos- 
sesses food — in  England,  or  out  of  England ^ 
it  matters  not.  Raiment  may  be  necessary 
to  appearance,  but  food  is  the  only  indis- 
pensable that  nature  has  imposed  on  the 
animal  world  ;  and  in  my  opinion  there  is 
a  sort  of  obligation  on  every  man  to  be 
wLtisfied,  who  has  wherewithal  to  appease 
^   cravings  of  his    appetite  —  Captain 
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M'Fuae^  I  will  thank  you  to  cut  that  aiur- 
Ima  with  the  grain." 

''  What  matters  it»  Polly/'  siud  the  cap- 
tain of  grenadiers,  with  a  slight  Irish  ac- 
cent, and  with  the  humour  of  his  country- 
men strongly  depicted  in  his  fine,  open, 
manly  features^  '^  which  way  a  bit  of  meat 
is  divided,  so  there  be  enough  to  allay  the 
•cravings  of  the  appetite,  you  will  remtem- 
ber.! " 

^  It  is  a  ooUateral  assistance  to  nature 
Hiat  should  never  be  neglected,''  retiiraed 
Polwarth,  whose  gravity  and  seriousness  at 
his  banquets  were  not  easily  disturbed; 
''  it  facilitates  mastication  and  aids  diges- 
tion, two  considerations  of  great  import* 
ance  to  military  men,  sir^  who  have  fre- 
quently such  little  time  for  the  former,  and 
no  rest  after  their  meals  to  com^rfete  the 
latter." 

''He  reasons  like  an  army  contractor, 
who  wishes  to  make  one  ration  do  the  work 
'of  two,  when  transportation  is  high,''  said 
M'Fuse,  winking  to  Lionel.  ''  Aocordinf 
to  your  principles,  then,  Polly,  a  potato  is 
your  true  campaigner,  lor  that  is  a  cr'ature 
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yoii  may  cut  %ny  way  without  disturbing 
the  grab,  prayided  the  article  be  a  little 
m'aly/' 

''Pardon  me,  captain  M'Fuse/'  said 
PoKrardi, ''  a  potato  should  be  broken,  and 
aot  cut  at  all ;  th«e  is  no  vegetable  more 
used,  and  less  understood  than  the  potato.'' 

"  And  is  it  you.  Pater  Polwarth,  of  Nes- 
Utt's  fight-infantry/'  interrupted  the  grena- 
dier, laying  down  his  knife  and  fork  with 
aa  air  of  infinite  humour,  *'  that  will  tell 
Deaais  M'Fuse  how  to  carve  a  potato! 
I  wiB  yield  to  the  right  of  an  Englishman 
o^er  the  diivalry  of  an  ox,  your  surloins,  and 
your  hdy-ramps,  if  you  please,  but  in  my 
own  country,  one  end  of  every  farm  is  a 
bog,  and  the  other  a  potato-field,  'tis  an 
Inshman's  patrimony  that  you  are  making 
so  fiee  with,  sir." 

''The  possession  of  a  thing,  and  the 
kwwrtedge  how  to  use  it,  are  two  very  dif- 
ferent properties — " 

''  Give  me  the  property  of  possession, 
tkea,**  again  interrupted  the  ardent  grena* 
dier,  '<  especially  when  a  morsel  of  the 
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green  island  is  in  dispute ;  and  trust  an  old 
soldier  of  the  Royal  Irish  to  carve  his  own 
enjoyments.  Now,  I'll  wager  a  month's 
pay,  and  that  to  me  is  as  much  as  if  the 
Major  should  say,  done  for  a  thousand,  that 
you  can't  tell  how  many  dishes  can  be 
made,  and  are  made  every  day  in  Ireland, 
out  of  so  simple  a  thing  as  a  potato/' 

*'  You  roast  and  boil ;  and  use  them  in 
stuffing  tame  birds,  sometimes,  and — " 

"  All  old.woman's  cookery!  *'  interrupted 
M'Fuse,  with  an  affectation  of  great  con- 
tempt in  his  manner ;  * '  now,  sir, we  have  them 
with  butter  and  without  butter,  that  counts 
two ;  then  we  have  the  fruit  p'aled ;  and—'' 

'^  Impaled,"  said  Lionel,  laughing.  "  I 
believe  this  nice  controversy  must  be  re- 
ferred to  Job,  who  is  amusing  himself  in 
the  comer  there,  I  see,  with  the  very  sub- 
ject  of  t^e  dispute  transfixed  on  his  fork, 
in  the  latter  condition." 

**  Or,  suppose,  rather,"  said  M*Fuse, 
''  as  it  is  a  matter  to  exercise  the  judgment 
of  Solomon,  we  make  a  potato  umpire  of 
master  Seth  Sage,  yonder,  who  should  hav« 
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some  of  the  wisdom  x>f  the  royal  Jew^  by 
the  sagacity  of  his  countenance,  as  well  as 
of  his  name."     ' 

"  Don't  you  call  Seth  r'yal,"  said  Job, 
suspending  his  occupation  on  the  vegetable. 
"  The  king  is  r'yal  and  fla'nty,  but  neigh- 
bour Sage  lets  Job  come  in  and  eat,  like  a 
christian." 

*'  That  lad  there  is  not  altogether  with- 
out reason.  Major  Lincoln,"  said  Polwarth; 
"  on  the  contrary,  he  discovers  an  instinc- 
tive knowledge  of  good  from  evil,  by  favour- 
ing^ us  with  his  company  at  the  hour  of 
njeaLs." 

''  The  poor  fellow  finds  but  little  at  home 
to  tempt  him  to  remain  there,  I  fear,"  said 
Lionel ;  ''  and  as  he  was  one  of  the  first 
acquaintances  I  made  on  returning  to  my 
native  land,  I  have  desired  Mr.  Sage  to 
admit  him  at  all  proper  hours ;  and  espe- 
cially, Polwarth,  at  those  times  when  he 
can  have  an  opportunity  of  doing  homage 
ti)  your  skill." 

'*  I  am  glad  to  see  him,"  said  Polwarth, 
"  for  I  love  an  uninstructed  palate,  as  much 
u  I  admire  naivet6  in  a  woman. — Be  so 
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good  as  to  favour  me  with  a  cut  from  the 
breast  of  that  wild-goose,  M'Fuse  —  not 
quite  so  far  forward,  if  you  please ,  your 
migratory  birds  are  apt  to  be  tough  about 
the  wing— but  simplicity  in  eating  is,  after 
all,  the  great  secret  of  life,  that,  and  a  suf- 
ficiency of  food." 

"  You  may  be  right  this  time,"  replied 
the  grenadier,  laughing,  ''  for  this  fellow 
made  one  of  the  flankers  of  the  flock,  and 
did  double  duty' in  wheeling,  I  believe,  or 
I  have  got  him  against  the  grain  too  i  But, 
Polly,  you  have  not  told  us  how  you  im- 
prove in  your  light  infantry  exercises  of 
late/' 

By  this  time  Polwarth  had  made  such 
progress  in  the  essential  part  of  his  meal, 
as  to  have  recovered  in  some  measure  his 
usual  tone  of  good  nature,  and  he  answered 
with  less  gravity — 

'*  If  Gage  does  not  woik  a  reformatioii 
in  our  habits^  he  will  fag  us  all  to  death. 
I  suppose  you  know,  Leo,  that  all  the 
flank  companies  are  relieved  from  the 
guards  to  learn  a  new  species  of  exercise. 
They  call  it  relieving  us,  but  the  o\Aj 
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relief  I  find  in  the  matter,  is  when  we  lie 
down  to  fire,  there  is  a  luxurious  momeiit 
or  two  then,  I  must  confess !" 

*'  I  faaye  known  the  fact,  any  time  these 
ten  days,  by  your  meanings,"  returned 
Lionel;  *'but  what  do  you  argue  firom 
thii  particular  exercise,  captain  M'Fuse  ? 
does  Gage  contemplate  more  than  the  cus- 
tomary drills  V" 

"  You  question  me  now,  sir,  on  a  mat- 
ter in  which  I  am  uninstructed,"  said  Hit 
grenadier ;  ^  I  am  a  soldier,  and  obey  my 
orders,  without  pretending  to  inquire  into 
tbeir  (Ejects  or  merits ;  all  I  know  is  that 
both  grenadiers  and  light-infantry  are 
taken  from  the  guards ;  and  that  we  travel 
^er  a  good  deal  of  solid  earth  each  day, 
m  the  way  of  marching  and  counter-march* 
m^t  to  the  manifest  discomfiture  and  re- 
duction of  Polly — there,  who  loses  flesh  as 
fast  as  he  gains  ground/' 

"  Do  you  think  so,  Mac  r  cried  the  de- 
lighted captain  of  light-iniantry ;  ''  then  I 
have  not  all  the  detestable  motion  in  vain. 
They  have  given  us  little  Harry  Skip  as  a 
<inll  ofteer,  who  I  believe  has  the  most 
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refttletsi^foot.ofr'any/fnaiinn  his  majestyi 
tfervioer.  Do  70U  join  with  me  in  opinion, 
master  Sage'?  yoci'  seem  to  meditate  on 
the  subject  as  if  it  had  some  secret  charm." 
The  indiridual  (^  whom  PoI>yarth  ad- 
dressed this  question,  and  who  has  been 
"already  named,  was  standing  with  a  plate 
in  his  hand)  in  an  attitude  that  bespoke 
close  attention,  with  a  sudden  and  deep 
interest  in  the  dideotirse,  though  his  eye% 
were  bent  on  the  'floor;  and  his  facei«ra» 
averted  as  if,  while  listening  earnestly,  he 
had  a  particular  desire  to  be  unnoticed. 
He  was  the  owber  of  the  house  in  which 
Lionel  had  taken  his  quarters.  His  family 
had  been  some  time  before  removed  into 
the  country,  under  the  pretence  of  his  in- 
ability to  maintain  them  in  a  place  desti- 
tute of  business  and  resources  like  Boston; 
but  he  remained  himself,  for  the  double 
purpose  of  protecting  his  property  and 
serving  his  guests.  This  man  partook,  in 
no  small  degree,  of  the  qualities,  both  ol 
person  and  mind,  which  distinguish  i 
large  class  among  his  countrymen.  In 
the  former  he  was  rather  over  than  under 
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the  middle  stature ;  was  thin,  angular,  and 
awkward,  but  possessing  an  unusual  pto- 
portion  of  sinew  and  bone.  His  eyes  were 
small,  black,  scintillating,  and  it  was  not 
easy  to  fancy  that  the  intelligence  they 
manifi^ted  was  unmingled  with  a  large 
proportion  of  shrewd  cunning.  The  rest 
of  his  countenance  was  meagre,  sallow, 
and  rigidly  demure.  Thus  called  upon, 
on  a  sudden,  by  Polwarth  for  an  opinion, 
Seth  answered,  with  the  cautious  reserve 
with  which  he  invariably  delivered  him^ 

"  The  adjutant  is  an  uneasy  man,  but 
that,  I  suppose,  is  so  much  the  better  for 
a  light-infantry  officer.  Captain  Polwarth 
must  find  it  considerable  jading  to  keep 
the  step,  now  the  General  has  ordered 
these  new  doings  with  the  soldiers." 

"  And  what  may  be  your  opinion  of 
these  doings,  as  you  call  them,  Mr.  Sage,^ 
asked  M'Fuse ;  **  you  who  are  a  man  of 
observation,  should  understand  your  coiiov- 
trymexk ;  will  they  fight  ?'' 

'^  A  rat  will  fight  if  the  eats  pen  luni^'' 

VOI«.    JU  I 


''  !^ut  dp  tl^  Am^ncaos  eoneeive  tkr^- 
«ftlyw  tP  be  penned  ?"        .  ^^ 

*'  Why,  that  is  ^peretty^muek  aa  people 
tt^Q)f:,  captain ;  the  countryrwrasiii  a  gtu* 
toii%;a^Qut  itm  9taq»ps  a«td  the  tea^  bvt  I 
aliyityi^  sa]4  wch  folks  as  didiiH  give  thete 
Qotes-of-hand,  and  had  no  great  relish  fer 
aoy  thing  mox^  than  country  food,  trcildn't 
find  themselTe^  ciiMPped  by  the  Umi^^fier 
aJjir  ; 

'' Then  you  see  no  great  oppre8aiQ»  ki 
b^mg  a^ed  to  pay  your  bit  of  a  tax,  inzs- 
^  Sage,"  cri^d  jUbe  groeadier,  ^*  to  maiB* 
tain  such  a  worthy  fellow  aa  myself:  ia  a 
4f^emt  equipage  to  fight  your  battles  ?' 

.  \'  Why>  as,  to  that  captain,  I  auppass 
we  can  4I0  pretty  much  the  whofle  of  our 
owx^  fighting,  when  oecanion  calls ;  though 
I  don't  think  ti^ere  is  wuoh.atomach  for 
^^(^  doing9  among  tbe-pefipla,  wMhaot 
nped*" 

^  But  what  do  you  think  tfafi^onnutee 
fi(  Safety,  and  your  '  Sons  of  Liberty/  as 


they  08lltke«^(Av««,  teiiltf'iAh9Xi\  hf  t^^ir 
parades  of  '  minute-^meo/  tbeir  fathering 
of  proviaiooB,  carrying  oflf  tile  cannoir^  aiid 
ucli  other  formidable  and  appalling  pre- 
pifallow — lia  !*  henesti  S«th,  do  they  think 
to  frighten  Britiih  soldiers  with  the  roll  of 
tdram^  or  are  tlieyiimusing  themselves, 
iiio^  boys  in  the  iiolidays,  with  play- 
iagwarr     •  -  ■  •         '  ' 

^  I  should  conclude/'  said  Seth,  with 
ad]it»bed  gravity  tami  caution;  ^  liiat 
the  people  are  pretty  much  engaged,  and 
ia  earnest/' 

''To  do  what?"  demanded  the  Irish- 
Btto ;  ^'  to  f<»ge  their  own  ehains,  that  we 
aay  fetter  tbem  in  truth  ?'' 

**  Why,  ae^ng  that  they  have  burnt  the 
stamps,  and  thrown  the  tea  into  the  har- 
bour/' returned  Setfa,  ^^  and  since  that 
bsye  taken  ttie  management  into  their  own 
hands,  I  should  rather  conclude  that  they 
hsM  pretty  much  determined  to  do  What 
they  think  best/' 

Lionel  and  Polwarth  laughed  aloud,  and 
tbe  firmer  observed-^ 

i2 


./'You  igppearnot  to,  come  to  conclu- 
sju^ps  with  our  hojt,  captain  M'Fu8e,not- 
withltanding  so  much  is  determined.  Is 
it  MrelL  understood,  Mr.  Sage^  that^su^e 
^inforcements  are  cqming^  to  the  colomes, 
and  to  Boston  in  particular  r 
.  **  Why  ye9,".  returned  Seth,  "  it.  seems 
to  be  pretty  generally  contemplated  on.* 

''  And  what  is  the  result  of  these  con- 
tegoiplations  ?"       .        ,   . 

Seth .  paused,  a .  moment  as  if  uncertain 
whether  he  was.  master,  of  the  other  s  mean- 
ing,  before  he  replied — 

f  Why,  as  the. country  is  considerably 
engaged. in  the  business^  there  are  some 
who  think  if  the  ministers  don't  open  the 
Port,  that  it  will  be  done  without  much 
further  words  by  the  people." 

^'  Do  you  know/'  said  Lionel,  gravely, 
V  that  such  an  attempt  would  lead  directly 
to  a  civil  war  V 

^'  I  suppose  it  is  safe  to  calculate  that 
such  doings  would  bring  6n  distu|iMUie?8/' 
returned  his  phlegmatic  host. 

''  And  you  speak  of  it,  sir,  as  a  thiag 


not  to  be  deprecated,  or'  averted  by  every 
possible  means  in  tfie  power  of/  tbie 
nation!"  . 

"  If  the  port  is  opened  and  the  right  to 
tax  given  up,**  said  Seth,  calmly,  *•  I  cari 
find  a  man  in  Boston  wholl  engage  to  let 
them  draw  all  tbe  blood  that  w^U  be  spilt, 
from  his  own  veins,  ftir  nothing." 

''  And  who  may  that  redoubtable  indi-^ 
Tidoal  be,  master  Sage  Y'  cried  M'Fuse  i 
"  your  own  plethoric  person  ? — How  now, 
Doyle,  to  what  aih  I  indebted  for  the 
honour  of  this  visit  Y* 

Thus  sudden  question  was  put  by  the 
captain  of  grenadiers  to  the  orderly  of  his 
own  company,  who  at* that  instant  filled 
the  door  of  the  apartment  with  his  huge 
frame,  in  the  attitude  of  military  respect, 
as  if  about  to  address  his  officer. 

''  Orders  have  come  down,  sir,  to  parade 
the  men  at  half  an  hour  after  tatto6,  and 
to  be  in  readiness  for  active  service." 

The  three  gentlemen  rose  together  from 
their  chairs  at  this  intelligence,  while 
M'Fuse,  exclaimed — "  A  night  march  I 
Pooh !  We  are  to  be  sent  back  to  garrison* 
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du^y  I  stippose  i  ,Ae  cbmpaiiiQs  n  the^^  line 
grow  .sleepy,  and  wish  a  rolief^^Qage 
might  have  taken  a  more  suitable  time, 
than  t»  put  gentlemen  on  their  march  so 
soon  after  such  a  fea$t  as  this  0£  youcti 
Polly." 

*'  There  i^  mnaie  deeper  meaning  to  lo 
extraordinary  ati .  qrddr/'  interropted  laiv 
nel;  '"^thore  goes.tde  tap  of  the  tattoo, 
this  inatant  1  Are  np.  lother  troops  but  your 
company  ordered  jto  parade  T' 

^'  The  whole  battalion  is  under  the 
same  orders,  your  honour^  and  so  is  the 
battalion  of  Light  Infantry;  I  was  com- 
manded  to  report  it  so  to  Capt.  P<JwarUi| 
if  I  saw  him." 

''.This  bears  some  meaning,  gentk^ 
men,"  said  Lionel,  **  and  it  is  necessary 
to  be  looked  to :  if  either  corps  leates  the 
town  to*night,  I  ¥rill  march  with  it  as  a 
volunteer,  for  it  is  my  business,  jus(t.  now, 
to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  ooimtry.'* 

**  That  we  shall  march  to-night^  is  sorei 
your  honour,"  added  the  swgeant,  with 
tbe  confidence  of  an  old  soldier;  f^but 
how  (w,  or  on  what  road,  is  known  wly 


to  tl6  officers  ^f  the  Staff;  though  the 
«» thiftk  ¥76  Are  to  go  mit  by  the  col- 
leges," '•     '    ''' 

''  And  what  hafi  put  so  learned  ah 
opinion  in  their  silly  heads?"  demanded 
his  captain. 

'*Oiie  of  the  ttien  who  has  been  on 
le&fe,  ha«  just  got  in,  and  reports  that  a 
iqtmd  of  gentlemen  from  the  army  dined 
nm  them,  yonr  honour^  and  that  as  night 
set  in  they  momited  and  began  to  patrole 
the  toads  in  that  direction.  He  was  met 
^d  <}uestioned  by  fbnr  of  them  as  he 
crotted  the  flats/' 

"All  this  confirms  my  conjectures/' 
cried  Lionel*—'*  there  is  a  man  who  might 
WW  prove  of  important  service  *-  Job — 
where  is  the  simpleton,  Meriton  !** 

"  He  was  called  out,  sir,  a  minute  since^ 
^  has  left  the  house/' 

"Then  send  in  Mr.  Sage,**  continued 
theyomig  man,  musing  as  he  spoke.  A 
moment  after  it  was  reported  to  him  that 
Beth  had  strangely  disappeared  also. 

*'  Curiosity  has  led  him  to  the  barracks," 
^d  Lionet,  "  where  duty  calls  you,  gen- 
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tlemen.  .  I  will  despatch  a  little  business, 
tthdjoih  you  there  in  anlioUrVyoii  ci'iinoi 
march'  short  of  that  time?' '      * '  "  '  ^  "'* 

'^*  The  bustle  of  ^  general  departure  suc- 
ceeded; Lionel  threw  W  cloak  into  the 
artns  of  Meriton,  to  whom  he  delivered  his 
orders^  took  his  arms,  and  ihiaking  his  apo- 
logies to  his  guests,  ^  he  kft'  the  house  with 
the  manner  'of  one  who  saw  a  pressing 
necessity  to  be  '|irdrfipt.  M'Puse  pro- 
ceeded to  equip  himself  Vith  the  delibera- 
tion of  a  soldier  who  was  too  much  prac- 
tised to  be  easily  disconcerted.  Notwith- 
standing his  great  deliberation,  the  delay  of 
Polwarth,  however,  eventually  vanquished 
the  patience  of  the  grenadier,  who  ex- 
clsumed^  on  hearing  the  other  repeat,  for 
the  fourth  time,  an  order  concerning  the 
preservation  of  certain  viands,  to  which  he 
appeared  to  cling  in  spirit,  after  k  carnal 
separation  was  directed  by  fortune. 

"  Pooh !  pooh !  man,'*  exclaimed  the  Irish- 
man, "  why  will  you  bother  yourself  on 
the  eve  of  a  march,  with  such  epicurean 
propensities.  It's  the  soldier  who  shonM 
show  your  hermits  and  anchorites  an  ex- 
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ample  of  mortifiqfttion ;  besides,  Polly,  this 
affectation  of  care  apd  provisiou  is  the  less 
excusable  in  yourself,  you  who  havei  been 
well  aware  that  we  were  tto  march  on  a 
seccet  expeditjpn  this  very  night  on  which 
you  seem  so  much  troubled."  r 

"I!"  e;Kcl»in^  Polwarth;  ",a^J  hppe 
to  eat  pother  me^,  I  .an^  as.igpor^tnt  as 
the  meanest  corppji^l  ^jji  the  army  of  the 
whole  tranfiaction^-.wby/  do  you  suspect 
otherwise  ?"  j 

'Trifles  tell  the  old  campaigner  when  and 
where  the  blow  is  to  be  struck,"  returned 
M'Fuse,  coolly  drawing  his  military  over- 
coat tighter  to  his  large  frame ;  "  have  I 
uot,  with  my  own  eyes,  seen  you  within 
the  hour,  provision  a  certain  captain  of 
light-infentry  after  a  very  heavy  fashion! 
Dunn  it,  man,  do  you  think  I  have  served 
these  five-and-twenty  years,  Md  dp  J^ot 
k&ow  that  when  a  garrison  begins  to  fiU  its 
graauries,  it  expects  a  siege  V 

*'  I. have  paid  uo  more  than  a  suitable 
cM&pliment  to  the  entertai^ment  pf  MfUipr 
Uncohi,". returned  Polwarth;  "  but  so  far 
from,  haidng  had.  any  very  extraordinary 

I  3 


.£02  .  uonsLi  uffoaxar. 

'  «ppeflil«y  I  tAVcr^not  fottul'  myself  in  i;  don- 
-^od  to  do  Mittt  jUBtiee  I  dould'  tmsh  to 
tmrttraliiHf  t^tli9hes.^^Mp*  Meritoiiy  I  ivfll 
Unnk  ywi  to  bare  the  remamder  of  that 
biM'  sem  dwm  to  thus  banraekt,  ifti«re  ay 
mail  will  receive  it;  atkd  ^as '  it  may  te  a 
loiif  ifiarchi-'a^  b  kungiy  bnei  add  ^ 
toaguei  and  a  fbti4»  aiulMixia  ofthe  ragout; 
we  dan  v^arm  jt  <ttp  4i,t>  any  fanai-bDuse*" 
we'H  take  the  ^iece  of  be^f,  Mac-^Lito  has 
a  particular  taste  1  for  a  cold  cut :  and  you 
might  put  up  tbe^hanti,  alao ;  it  will  keep 
bdtter  than  any  thilig  ekie,  if  we  should  be 
out  long-^^ind-^aftid-^I  believe  tkst  ifiil 
do,  Meriton." 

''  I  am  a^  much  rejoiced  to  hear  it  as  I 
should  be  to  hear  a  proclamation  cf  war 
read  at  Chaiing-Crods/'  cried  M'Fuse— 
''you  ahouki  have  been  a  commissary, 
Pollj^^^naiure  meant  you  ^  an  army 
«uttlferl" 

''  Laugh  as  you  will,  Mac/'  returaedthe 
goed-humoured  Polwarth,  **  I  shall  hear 
your  thanks  when  we  halt  for  breaktet ; 
but  I  attend  you  now/' 

As  ttey  left  the  k^usa,  he  coatiattcd, 


J 


''  I  hfopt  Ctoge  mtmA  no  more  than  i^  pnih 
«»a  Uttte.  in  fldr«iiee»  with  a  view*  to  pro* 
teet'  the  fort^ef!) '  and  the  fittppUea  of  tbe 
amy— »ueh  a  situation  wouM  ha^e  very 
pretty  advaMagea ;  for  a  (system  might  be 
established  that  «would  give  the  mess  of  tihe 
light  corps  the  choice  of  the  whole  market." 

''  lis  a  mighty  pr^aration  about  some 
old  ir<Hi  gun»  which  would  cost  a  man  his 
life  to  put  a  match  to/'  returned  M'Pus^, 
€a?alierly ;  "  for  my  *  part,  captain  Pol- 
warth,  if  we  are  to  fight  these  colonists  at 
all,  I  would  do  the  thing  like  a  man,  and 
allow  the  lads  to  gather  together  a  suitable 
arsenal,  that  when  we  come  to  blows  it 
may  be  a  military  affair — as  it  now  stands^ 
I  should  be  ashamed,  as  I  am  a  soldier  and 
an  Irishman,  to  bid  my  fellows  pull  a 
trigger,  or  make  a  charge,  on  a  set  of  pea* 
sants,  whose  fire-arms  look  more  like  rusty 
water-pipes  than  muskets,  and  who  have 
half-a-dozen  cannon  with  touch^holes  that 
a  man  may  put  his  head  in,  with  muzzles 
just  large  enough  to  throw  marbles.'" 

•'  I  don't  know,  Mac,**  said  Polwarth, 
while  they .  diligenifiy  pursued  their  way 
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tQwaiti»  tfae-quarteni'^l  Aei^^midn  \  *'  liven 
a  JMurblejinay  deatPoy^^msLtl's ^^tpfieftStijTof 
his  dinner;  and  the  counttytneii  possess' a 
^eat  r  e^l vantage  <  oven  ub  in  commanding 
the  supplies^r^hedififerenQ^iU'^qtiipm^nts 
Y^ox44  uot  moBe  thati  baiattoe  the  odds."" 

''  I  ymk  io^Aiskoxh  na  gehtlefmati^s '  opi- 
nion on  imattenso  of -miiitary^  discretion, 
cs^ptain  Polwartli^'^i  said^the  grenadier  with 
an. air  of  high  maitiAl  pride;  *'  bat  I  take 
it  there  exists  a  maibetisd^ difference  between 
H  soldier  and  a  butoheaTi  though  killing 
be  a  businesfi  coi&mon  to  both — I  repeat, 
sir>  I  hopo  that  this  secret  ej^pedition  is  ibr 
a-niore  worthy  object  than  to  deptive  those 
poor  devils,  with  whom  we  are  about  to 
fight>  of  the  means  of  making  a  good  battle, 
and  I  add,  sir,  that  such  is  sound  military 
doctrine,  without  regarding  who  may 
choose  to  controvert  it.*' 

"  Your,  sentiments  are  generous  and 
manly,  Mac ;  but,  after  all,  there  is  both  a 
physical  and  moral  obligation  on  every  man 
to  eat;  and  if  starvation  be  the  conse- 
quence of  permitting  your  enemies  to  bear 
arms,  it  becomes  a  solenm  duty  to  deprive 


th^  of  tb|9i|:  >^l9<ms4^xiq^-^jib^I>'>will 
&uppcp?t,G||ge  mwoh  ameaiuvtt^at  j^cfMt^ 

asitigWyBuUtaryi".  ;   r-'  '   -'•  '•^' 

''  Ai^  he  i»  much  ^obliged  to  you;  ^ti 
fw  your  ^pppftrtt?  retuitied;  tfee  otlier^****! 
appret) wd^  i  >  jci^pteun . :  Polwarth^  wheneyey 
tlie  LiQuteAitat-rG^aeraL '  G^e '  fiiidfir  it  ne- 
cessary to  Iqs^  <oa.,aay  oaaffoniextraordi^ 
oary  assi/s^ance^ :  h^. '  will  i '  remember  tUat 
there  is  «  regim^9^  ^alted .  the  Hoyal  >  Irii^ 
in  the  country,  .9^4  tl^A  he  ia  not  entirely 
ignorant  of  the  qiifblittesi  of  the  people  of 
his  own  nation.    Youi  have   done    well, 
captain  Polwarth,  tot  xihoose    the  light* 
infantry  service — they  are  a  set  of  fon^ers^ 
and  can  hdp  themselves ;  but  the  grena^ 
diers,  thank  God^  love  to  encounter  men> 
and  not  cattle  in  the  field."  » 

How  long  the  good-nature  of  Polwarth 
would  have  endured  the  increasing  taunts 
of  the  Irishman,  who  was  exasperating 
bimselfj  gradually,  by  his  own  arguments^ 
there  is  no  possibility  of  determining,  for 
their  arrival  at  the  barracks  put  an  end  to 
the  controver3y  and  to  the  feelings  it  was 
to  engender. 


'*  '1.'  ^i/o-yr  r    :  i/r-  r 
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CHAPTER  VIIL  • 


«•  T6  porifjr  U>wJr ; 
*'  Thy  tears,  to  (hrenJ,  instead  of  pearl, 
*<ODbraoeteNof-lby  tor<'»        Devetidnt, 

LiOKKL  might  have  blushed  to  acknow- 
ledge the  secret  and  inexplicable  influence 
'which  his  unknown  and  mysterious  friend* 
Halph,  had  obtained  over  his  feelings,  but 
which  induced  him,  on  leaving  his  own 
quarters  thus  hastily,  to  take  his  way  into 
the  lower  parts  of  the  town,  in  quest  of 
the  residence  of  Abigail  Pray.  He  hal 
not  visited  the  sombre  tenement  of  thin 
woman  since  the  night  of  his  arrival,  but 
its  proximity  to  the  well-known  town^hallr 
as  well  as  the  quaint  architecture  of  the 
building  itself,  had  frequently  brought  it$ 
exterior  under  his  observation,  in  th« 
course  of  his  rambles  through  the  place  om 
his  nativity.   A  guide  being,  confiequentlVi 
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tumecessary,  he  took  the  most  direct  and 
frequented   route    to    the    dock-square. 
When  Lijnel  issued  into  the  street,  he 
found  a  dfiep  darkness  already  enveloping 
the  peninsula  o^  Boston,  as  it  nature  had 
lent  herself  to  the  secret  designs  of  the 
Brij^h  commandants    -The  £ne  strain  of  a 
shrill  fife  was  playing  "arfioiig  the  naked 
hills  of  the  place,  a^eompanied  by  the  oc^- 
casional  and  measured  taps  of  the  sullen 
dnun;  and,  at  snoiaents,  the  full,  rich 
notes  of  the  h^tm  >  Would  rise  from  the 
<^ommon,  and  bomfeonthe  night-air,  sweep 
t^ng  the    narrow    6treets,   causing    the 
nerres  of  the  excited  young  soldier  to 
tikfiU  with  a  stem  pleasure,  as  he  stepped 
pnmdly  along.    The  practised  ear,  how- 
ever, detected  no  other  sounds  in  the  music 
than  the  usual  nightly  signal  of  rest ;  and 
when  the  last  melting  strains  of  the  horns 
seemed  to  be  lost  in  the  clouds^  a  stillness 
Tell  upon  the   town,  like  ^he  deep  and 
slumbering  quiet  of  midnight.    He  paused 
a  moment  before  the  gates  of  Province- 
house,  and,  after  examining,  with  an  at- 
tentive eye,  the  windows  of  the  btdlding, 


2i)8  uoniJl-  iiNCotW.  ' 

he  £poke  to  the  grenadfer^  who  had  latdp- 
ped  in  his  short  walk,  to  note  the  curious 
stranger. 

"  You  should  have  company  within,  ^n- 
tinel,"  he  said,  "  by  the  brilliant  light  from 
those  windows. " 

The  rattling  of  Lionel's  side-arms,  as  he 
pointed  with  his  hand  in  the  direction  of 
the  illuminated  apartment,  taught  the  sol- 
dier that  he  was  addressed  by  his  superior, 
and  he  answered  respectfully — 

"  It  does  not  become  one  such  as  I  to 
pretend  to  know  much  of  what  his  betters 
do,  your  honour,  but  I  stood  before  the 
quarters  of  General  Wolfe  the  very  night 
we  went  up  to  the  Plains  of  Abram ;  and 
I  think  an  old  soldier  can  tell  when  a  move- 
ment is  at  hand,  without  asking  his  supe- 
riors any  impertinent  questions." 

**  1  suppose,  from  your  remark,  the 
General  holds  a  council  to-night,"*  said 
Lionel. 

"  No  one  has  gone  in.  Sir,  since  1  nave 
been  posted/'  returned  the  sentinel,  "  "but 
the  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  lOth/tiiat 
great  Northumbrian    lord,    and  {ne  old 


t|»at,9ld5pi^,y^ur,h^oytr,.ai^a  jt,  \f,  p,oj^ 
(rfiea  he  comes  to  Province-house  fqir. .  ^q- 
tlung." .    •  \      .' 

"  ^  ^^  .^.^^^  ^  y!^^  J^y  ^^^  comirade,^' 
»id  Lionel,  walking  away ;  "  'tis  prpbab^y 
some  coQsult^ion  Qonceining ,  the  newj  ^x- 
ercise^thatyou.prac^ise.y.     ,;    . 

The  ^nadier  f  hooli^  his .  hea^^ ,  as  if  ul^. 
convinced,  and  resumedfhis  march  with  his 
customary  steadiness.  ..  A  very  few  mi- 
Qu^s  now  brought  Lionel  before  the.  low 
<loor  of  Abigail  Pfay^  where  he  again  stop- 
ped, struck  with  the  contrast  between  the 
j^Ioomy^  Azxkf  and  qnguarded  threshold 
over  which  he  was  about  to  pass,  and  the 
gay  portal  he  had  just  left.  Urged,  how- 
ever, by  his  feelings,  the  young  man  paused 
but  a  moment  before  he  tapped  lightly  for 
admission.  After  repeating  his  summons, 
^d  hearing  no  reply,  he  lifted  the  latch, 
and  entered  the  building  without  further 
ceremony.  The  large  and  vacant  apart- 
ment in  which  he  found  himself,  was  silent 
^d  dreary  as  the  still  streets  he  had  quit- 
ted.   Groping  his  way  towards  the  little 
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room  in  the  tower,  yuAxtte  he  hiid  melt  flie 
mother  6f  Job,  as  befom  retMlsd,  Lionel 
Ibttnd  that  apaytment  alud  tenantle^s  and 
dark.  He  was  turning  in  disappointitteiit 
to  quit  the  place,  wheA  A  fbeble  ray  fell 
from  the  loft  of  the  building,  and  aettled 
on  the  foot  of  a  rude  ladder  which  fimned 
the  means  of  communication  with  it«  tipper 
apartments.  Hesitating  a  iiiiigle  moment 
how  to  decide,  he  then  yielded  to  his 
anxiety,  and  ascended  to  the  floor  above, 
with  steps  as  light  as  extreme  caution 
could  render  them.  Like  the  basement, 
the  building  was  subdivided  here,  into  a 
large  open  ware*room,  and  a  small  rudely- 
finished  apartment  in  each  of  its  towers. 
Following  the  rays  from  a  candle,  he  stood 
on  the  threshold  of  one  ofthese  little  rooms, 
in  which  he  found  the  individual  of  whom 
he  was  in  quest.  The  old  man  was  seated 
on  the  only  broken  chair  which  the  loft 
contained,  and  before  him,  on  the  simple 
bundle  of  straw  which  would  seem,  by  the 
garments  thrown  loosely  over  the  pile,  to 
be  intended  as  his  place  of  rest,  lay  a  large 
map,  '  spread   for  inspection,  which  his 


|baed  and  siinkeft  eyes  appeared  to  be 
intently  engaged  in  making.  Lionel  he^i^^ 
tated  again,  while  he  regarded  the  white 
kaim  which  fell  across  the  temples  of  the 
Unager^  as  he  bowed  hia  head  in  hid  em^ 
phqrment^  imparting  a  wild  and  melan* 
choly  e^qpressioa  to  his  remarkable  couft' 
teaance^  and  seeaoing  to  hallow  their  pos* 
w^mor  by  the  air  of  great  age  and  attend** 
aat  care  that  they  imputed. 

''  I  have  come  to  seek  yon/'  the  young 
mm  at  length  said, ''  since  you  no  longer 
deem  me  worthy  of  your  care/' 

'*  You  come  too  late/'  returned  Ralph, 
without  betraying  the  least  emotion  at  the 
suddemiess  of  the  interruption,  or  even 
rabing  his  eyes  from  the  map  he  studied 
80  intently;  'Vtoo  late  at  least  to  avert 
calamity,  if  not  to  learn  wisdom  from  its 
tesscms," 

"  You  know,  then,  of  the  secret  move* 
menta  of  the  night  ?" 

"  Old  age,  like  mine,  seldom  sleeps,*^ 
returned  Ralph,  looking  for  the  first  time 
at  his  visitor ;  *'  for  the  eternal  night  of 
death  promises  a  speedy  repose*    I,  too. 
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Mrved  an  appm&tieMhip  ih  my  youth  to 
your  trade  of  blood." 

''  Your  ^watchfulness  and  experience  have 
then  detected  the  signd  of  preparation  !n 
the  garrison  ?  Haie  they  also  discovered 
the  objects,  and  probable  consequences  of 
the  enterprise  V 

'^  Both ;  Gage  weakly  thilrks  to-  crush 
the  germ  of  liberty  which  has  already 
quickened  in  the  land,  by  lopping  its  feeble 
branches,  when  it' •  is  rooted  in  the  hearts 
of  the  people.  ^  He  thinks  that  bold 
thoughts  can  be  liumbled  by  the  destruc- 
tion of  magazines." 

'*  It  is  then  only  a  measure  of  precaution 
that  he  is  about  to  take  ?" 

The  old  man  shook  his  head  mournfully 
as  he  answered, — 

"  It  will  prove  a  measure  of  blood/' 

**  I  intend  to  accompany  the  detachment 
into  the  country,"  said  Lionel ;  *'  it'  will 
probably  take  post  at  some  little  distance 
in  the  interior,  and  it  will  afford-  me  a  fit- 
ting opportunity  to  make  those  inquiries 
which  you  know  are  so  near  my  heart;  and 
in  which  you  have  promised  to  assist — it  is 


to  cgpsult  on  tbe .  peans  that  I  have  now 
sought  you." 

The  countenance  of  the  stranger 
seemed  to  loBe  it^  character  ^^melan- 
choly reflection^  ..as  Lionel  spc^e,  and 
his.  eyes  moved,  vacant  and  unmean- 
ing, over  the  naked  rafters  above  him, 
passing  in  >tlieii  wanderings  across  the  sur- 
face of  the.  unheeded  map  again,  until  they 
fell  full  upon  the  fiice.pf  the  astonished 
youthi  where  they  remained  settled  for 
more  than  a  minute,  -fixed  in  the  glazed, 
rivetted  look  of  death.  The  lips  of  Lionel 
had  already  opened  in  anxious  inquiry, 
when  the  expression  of  life  shot  again  into 
the  features  of  Ralph,  with  the  suddenneiBs, 
and  with  an  appearance  of  the  physical 
reality  with  which  light  flashes  from  the« 
sun  wben  emerging  from  a  cloud. 

"  You  are  ill  1"  Lionel  exclaimed. 

"  Leave  aie»"  said  the  old  man,  *'  leave 
me." 

"  Surely  not  at  such  a  moment,  and 

akoe.'' 
**  I  bid  jma  leave  me ;  we  shall  meet,*  sis 

vooidenie*  iBf  the  cMntrv.'" 
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*'  You  \««(Mkl  then  haVe'tee  ai^oociipany 
the  troops,  and  expect  your  coming?^ 
"Both.V 

'^  Pardoa  me/'  eaid  Lionel,  dropping 
his  eyes  in  embarrassment,  and  speaking 
with  hesitation,  ''  but  yoUr  present  abode, 
and  the  af^earance  of  your  attire,  is  an 
evidenoe  that  old  age  has  come  upon  you 
whw  you  are.  not^altd^ethiir  prepared  to 
meet  its>  su^ringi/^' ' 

*'You  would  ofltei*TOe^iioney  ?'* 

'^  By  acceplAii^g^'it,'  I  shall  become  the 
obliged  party/' ''^ 

'^When  my  wants  exceed  my  Hieans, 
young  man,  youv  offer  shall  be  remem- 
bered* Go«  no^ :  there  is  no  time  tor  de- 
lay." 

''  But  I  would  not  leave  you  alone ;  the 
woman,  the  termagant  is  better  than  none  f ' 

''  She  is  absent/' 

''  And  the  boy — the  changeling  has  the 
feelings  of  humanity,  and  would  aid  you  in 
extremity/' 

*'  He  is  better  employed  than  in  propping 
the  steps  of  a  useless  old  man.  Go  then, 
I  entreat,  I  conunaivl,  siir,  that  you  lea^re  me.*' 


tiie  otber  repeated  hi^  dq^icei.  taught  hiomi 

that  he  had  iiothmg  more  to  expeat  at  pre- 

seat,  and  hq  ol)eyed  reluctantly,  by  «lowly 

hmg  the  ;^iart«^«it,  aod  m  aoon  aa  }» 

had  descended  tb/(  laddor  he  begau  to  re^ 

trace  his  steps  towards  bis  pwn  quattergy 

la  crowQg  th^  Jjght  draw*bri4ge  thrown 

over  the  narrow  dock«  alQ^y  mentioned/ 

his  coQtemplations  were  ifst  disturbed  by 

the  sounds  of  yoioa^^ialf  no  great  dintanee, 

a^^parently  coiayer»ing7Jin,t<>np8  that  were 

not  intended  to  be  heard  by  every  «ar.    It 

wa^  a  monxent  when  each  unusual  incident 

va&Ukely  to  induce  inqnify,  and  lacw^ 

stopped  to  examine  two  meniwho,  at  a  little 

distance,  held  their  seeret  and  suppresaed 

communications.  He  had^  however,  paused 

but  an  inatant,  when  the  whisperers  aepa* 

rated,  one  walking  leisurely  up  the  oentre 

of  the  square^  entering  under  one  of  the 

vchea  o^f  the  market-place.  And  the  other 

coming  directly  aoroM  the  bridge  on  which 

he  himself  was  standing. 

''  What,  Job|  do  I  find  y^u  here»  whis* 
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pering  and  plotting  in  the  dock-square!" 
exclaimed  Lionel ;  '^  what  secrets  can  you 
have,  that  require  the  cover  of  night  ?" 

"  Job  lives  there,  in  the  old  ware'us'," 
said  the  lad  sullenly —  "  Nab  has  plenty  of 
house  room,  now  the  king  wont  let  the 
people  bring  in  their  goods."  | 

'  ^*  But  whither  are  you  going  into  the 
water ;  surely  the  road  to  your  bed  cannot 
be  through  the  town  dock." 
.  ''  Nab  wants  fish  to  eat,  as  well  as  a  rafi 
to  keep  off  the  rain,*'  said  Job,  dropping 
lightly  from  the  bridge  into  a  small  canoej 
which  was  fastened  to  one  of  its  posts,  ^*  and 
now  the  king  has  closed  the  harbour  tfa^ 
fish  have  to  come  up  in  the  dark ;  for  com^ 
they  will ;  Boston  fish  an't  to  be  shut  ouj 
by  acts  of  Parliament !" 

**  Poor  lad!"  exclaimed  Lionel,  "retun 
to  your  home  and  your  bed ;  here  is  mone^ 
to  buy  food  for  your  mother  if  she  saffen 
— ^you  will  draw  a  shot  firom  some  of  th 
sentinels  by  going  about  the  harbour  thu 
at  night." 

**  Job  can  see  a  ship  farther  than  a  shi 


LIOXEL  LINCOLN.  217 

c»  see  Job,"  returned  the  other ;  "  and  if 
they  should  kill  Job,  they  needn't  think  to 
shoot  a  Boston  boy  without  some  stir/* 

Further  dialogue  was  precluded;  the 
canoe  gliding  along  the  outer  dock  into  the 
harbour,  with  a  stillness  and  swiftness  that 
showed  the  idiot  was  not  ignorant  of  the 
bosiness  which  he  had  undertaken.  Lionel 
resumed  his  walk,  and  was  passing  the 
head  of  the  square  wlien  he  encountered^ 
&ce  to  face,  under  the  light  of  a  lamp,  the 
man  whose  figure  he  had  seen  but  a  minute 
before  to  issue  from  beneath  the  town-hall. 
A  mutual  desire  to  ascertain  the  identity  of 
each  other  drew  them  together. 

'"  We  meet  again^  Major  Lincoln,"  said 
the  mteresting  stranger  Lionel  remembered' 
to  hare  seen  at  the  political  meeting.  '*  Our 
interyiews  appear  ordained  to  occur  in  se- 
cret places." 

"  And  Job  Prav  would  seem  to  be  the 
presiding  spirit,"  returned  the  young  soU 
iier.  "  You  parted  from  him  but  now."  . 
''  I  trust,  sir,*'  said  the  stranger  gravely, 
'  that  this  is  not  a  land,  nor  have  we  fallen 
)n  timea  when  aad  where  an  honest  man 

VOL.  I.  K 
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dare  not  say  that  he  has  spoken  to  wfaom 
he  pleases."^ 

'^  Certainly,  sir,  it  is  not  for  me  to  prohi* 
bit  the  intercourse/'  returned  Lionel.  *^  You 
spoke  of  our  fathers ;  mine  is  well  known 
to  you,  it  would  seem,  though  to  me  you 
are  a  stranger." 

*^  And  may  be  so  yet  a  little  longer,"  said 
the  other,  **  though  I  think  the  tune  is  at 
hand  when  men  will  be  known  in  their  true 
characters ;  until  then.  Major  Lincoln,  '1 
bid  you  adieu." 

Without  waiting  for  any  reply,  the 
stranger  took  a  different  direction  fipom 
that  which  Lionel  was  pursuing.,  and  walked 
away  with  the  swiftness  of  one  who  was 
pressed  with  urgent  business.  Lionel  soon 
ascended  into  the  upper  part  of  the  town, 
with  the  intention  of  going  into  Tremont- 
street,  to  communicate  his  design  to  ac- 
company the  expedition.  ,  It  was  now  ap- 
parent to  the  young  man,  that  a  rumour  of 
the  contemplated  movemi&iit  of  the  troops 
was  spreading  secretly,  but  swiftly,  among 
the  people.  He  passed  several  groups  of 
earnest  wad  excited  townsmen^  caaStmag 
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iQgetlier  at  the  corners  of  the  streeti^,  from 
some  of  who^i  he  overheard  the  startlifigp 
intelligeDce  that  the  Neck,  the  only  ap- 
proach to  the  place  by  land^  was  closed  by 
a  line  of  sentinels ;  and  that  guard-boats 
from  the  vessels  of  war,  were  encircling  f  he 
peninsula  in  a  manner  to  intercept  the 
communication  with  the  adjacent  country. 
Still  no  indications  of  a  military  alarm  could 
be  discovered,  though,  at  times,  a  stifled 
hmn,  like  the  notes  of  busy  preparation, 
was  borne  along  by  the  damp  breezes  of 
the  night,  and  mingled  with  those  sounds 
of  a  Spring  evening,  which  increased  as  he 
^proached  the  ^irts  of  the  dwellings.  In 
Tremoiit-street  Lionel  found  no  appearance 
of  that  excitement  which  was  spreading  so 
rapidly  in  the  old  and  lower  parts  of  the 
town.    He  passed  into  his  own  room  with- 
out meetmg  any  of  the  family,  and  having 
coD^leted  his  brief  arrangements,  he  was 
descending  to  enquire  for  his  kinswoman, 
whea  die  voice  of  Mrs.  Lechmere,  pro- 
ceeding from  a  small  apartment,  appro- 
priated to  her  own  use,  arrested  his  steps. 
Anxious  to  take  leave  in  person,  be  d^ 

k2 
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proached  ^e  half  open  door^  and  would 
have  asked  permission  to  entqr,  had  not  his 
eye  rented  on  the  person  of  Abigail  Pray, 
who  was  in  earnest  conference  with  the 
mistress  of  the  mansion. 

"  A  man  aged,  and  poor,  say  you?" 
observed  Mrs.  Lechmere,  at  that  instant. 

''  And  one  that  seems  to  know  all,"  in- 
terrupted Abigail,  glancing  her  eyes  about 
with  an  expression  of  superstitious  terror. 

'*  All ! "  echoed  Mrs.  Lechmere,  her  lip 
trembling  -  more  with  apprehension  than 
age ;  '^  and  he  arrived  with  Major  Lincoln, 
say  you  ?  " 

''In  the  same  ship;  and  it  seems  that 
heaven  has  ordained  that  he  shall  dwell 
with  me  in  my  poverty,  as  a  punishment 
for  my  great  sins  V* 

**  But  why  do  you  tolerate  his  presence, 
if  it  be  irksome^''  said  Mrs.  Lechmere ; 
'/  you  are  at  least  the  mistress  of  your  own 
dwelling." 

"  It  has  pleased  God  that  my  home 
shall  be  the  home  of  any  who  are  so  miiser* 
able  as  to  need  one.  He  has  the  same 
right  to  live  in  the  warehouse  that  I  Imve.** 
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"  Toti  have  the  rights  of  a  woman,  and 
of  first  possession/'  said  Mrs.  Lechmere, 
with  that  unyielding  severity  of  manner 
that  Lionel  had  often  observed  before ;  ''  I 
would  .turn  him  into  the  street,  like  a 
dog." 

''Into  the  street!'*  repeated  Abigail, 
again  looking  about  her  in  secret  terror ; 
''  speak  lower.  Madam  Lechmere,  for  the 
love  of  heaven-^I  dare  not  even  look  at 
him — he  reminds  me  of  all  I  have  ever 
blown,  and  of  all  the  evil  I  have  ever  done^ 
by  his  scorching  eye — and  yet  I  cannot 
tell  why— and  then  Job  worships  him  as  a 
god,  and  if  I  should  offend  him,  he  could 
easily  worm  from  the  child  all  that  you 
and  I  wish  so  much '* 

"  How!  '*  exclaimed >  Mrs.  Lechmere,  in 
a  voice  husky  with,  horror,  ''have  you 
been  so  base  tts  to  make  a  confidant  of  that 
fooir 

"  That  fool  is  the  child  of  my  bosom,'* 
said  Abigail,  nusing  her  hands,  as  if  im-* 
ploring  pardon  for  the  indiscretion.  **  Ahl 
Madam  Lechmere,  you  who  are  rich,  and 
great,  and  happy,  and  have  such  a.  swe^t 
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and  sensible  grandchild,  cannot  know  how 
to  love  one  like  Job ;  but  when  the  heart 
i«  loaded  and  heavy,  it  throws  its  burden 
on  any  tiiat  will  bear  it ;  and  Job  is  my 
child,  though  he  is  but  little  better  than  an 
idiot  I '' 

It  was  by  no  trifling  exertion  of  his 
breeding  that  Lionel  was  enabled  to  profit 
by  the  inability  of  Mrs.  Lechmere  to  reply, 
and  to  turn  away  from  the  spot,  and  cease 
to  listen  to  a  conversation  that  was  not  in- 
tended for  his  ear.  He  reached  the  par- 
lour, and  threw  himself  on  one  of  its 
settees  before  he  was  conscious  that  he 
was  no  longer  alone  or  unobserved. 

''What!  Major  Lincoln  returned  from 
his  revels  thus  early,  and  armed  like  a 
bandit,  to  his  teeth ! ''  exclaimed  the  play- 
iul  voice  of  Cecil  Dynevor,  who,  unheeded' 
was  in  possession  c^  the  opposite  seat, 
when  he  entered  the  room. 

Lionel  started,  and  rubbed  his  forehead, 
like  a  man  awaking  from  a  dream,  as  he 

answered— 

''  Yes,  a  bandit,  or  any  other  opprobrioos 
nana  you  please ;  I  deserve  them  alK** 
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^  Sorely,''  said  Cecil,  turning  pale, 
"  none  other  dare  use  such  language  of 
Major  Lincoln,  and  he  does  it  unjustly!" 

''  What  foolish  nonsense  have  I  uttered. 
Mitt  Dynevor  ?  "  cried  Lionel,  recovermg 
his  recollection ;  **  I  was  lost  in  thought, 
and  heard  your  language  without  compre- 
hendnig  its  meaning." 

"  Still  you  are  armed ;  a  sword  is  not 
a  usual  instrument  at  your  side,  and  now 
you  bear  eyen  pistols  I " 

"  Yes,'*  returned  the  young  soldier, 
laying  aside  his  dangerous  implements; 
''  yes,  I  am  about  to  march  as  a  yolunteer, 
with  a  party  that  go  into  the  country  to* 
night,  and  I  take  these  because  I  would 
affect  something  very  warlike,  though  you  ^ 
well  know  how  peaceably  I  am  disposed." 

*'  March  into  the  country — and  in  the 
dead  of  night  !^  said  Cecil,  catching  her 
breath,  and  turning  pale.  ''  And  does 
Li<mel  Lincoln  volunteer  on  such  a  duty  ?  " 
"  I  volunteer  to  perform  no  other  duty 
than  to  be  a  witness  of  whatever  may 
occur — ^yon  are  not  more  ignorant  yourself 
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of  the  nature  of  the  expedition  than  I  un 
at  this  moment." 

"Then  remain  where  you  are,**  said 
Cecil,  firmly,  "  and  enlist  not  in  an  enter- 
prise that  may  be  unholy  in  its  purposes, 
and^disgraceful  in  its  results." 

"  Of  the  f<Hiner  I  am  innocent,  whatever 
they  may  be,  nor  will  they  be  affected  by 
my  presence  or  absence.  There  is  little 
danger  of  disgrace  in  accompanying  the 
grenadiers  and  light-infantry  of  this  army. 
Miss  Dynevor,  though  it  should  be  against 
treble  their  numbers  of  chosen  troops.'* 

"Then  it  would  seem,"  said  Agnes  Dan- 
forth,  speaking  as  she  entered  the  room, 
"  that  our  friend  Mercury,  that  feather  of  a 
man,  captain  Polwarth,  is  to  be  one  of 
these  night  depredators !  heaven  shield  the 
hen-roosts  I " 

"  You  have  then  heard  the  intelligence, 
Agnes  ?'^ 

•  V '.'  I  have  heard  that  men  are  arming,  and 
that  boats  are  rowing  round  the  town  in  all 
directions,  and  that  it  is  forbidden  to  enter 
or  quit  Boston,  as  we  were  wont  to  do. 
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Cecil,  Bt  sach'houTs  aad  in  such  fashion  as 
suited  118  plain  Americans/'  said  Agnes, 
endeavoaring  to  conceal  her  deep  yexation 
in  affected  irony;  **  God  only  can  tell  in 
what  all  these  oppressive  measures  will 
end." 

*'  If  you  go  only  as  a  curious  spectator  of 
the  dq>redations  of  the  troops/'  continued 
Cecil,  *'  are  you  not  wrong  to  lend  them 
eren  the  sanction  of  your  name  ? " 

''  I  have  yet  to  learn  that  there  will  be 
depredations/' 

"  You  forget,  Cecil,"  interrupted  {Agnes 
Danforth,  scornfully,  '*  that  Major  Lincoln 
did  not  arrive  until  after  the  renowned 
march  from  Roxbury  to  Dorchester !  Then 
the  troops  gathered  their  laurels  under  the 
(ace  of  the  sun ;  but  it  is  easy  to  conceive 
how  much  more  glorious  their  achievements 
will  become  when  darkness  shall  conceal 
their  blushes/' 

The  blood  rushed  across  the  fine  features 
of  LioQel,  but  he  laughed  as  he  arose  to 
depart,  8a3riug — 

**  You  compel  me  to  beat  the  retreat^  my 
spirited  coz.    If  I  havis  my  usual  fortune 

K  3 
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in  this  forage,  your  larder,  hmrever,  siiaU 
be  the  better  for  it.  I  kbs  my  hand  to 
yoa»  for  it  would  be  iieceBsary  to  lay  aside 
the  scarlet  to  dare  to  approach  with  a  more 
peaceable  offering.  But  here  I  may  make 
an  approach  to  somethmg  like  amity.** 
I  He  took  the  hand  of  Cecil,  who  frankly 
met  his  offer,  and  insensibly  suffered  her- 
self to  be  led  to  the  door  of  the  building 
while  he  continued  speaking. 

*'  I  would,  Lincoln,  that  you  were  not 
to  go,"  she  said,  when  they  stopped  on  the 
threshold ;  *'  it  is  not  required  of  you  as  a 
soldier;  and  as  a  man  your  own  ieelings 
should  teach  you  to  be  tender  of  your 
countrymen." 

''  It  is  as  a  man  that  I  go,  Cecil,*'  he 
answered;  '^  I  have  motives  that  you  can- 
not suspect." 

*'  And  is  your  absence  to  be  long  ?** 

**  If  not  for  days,  my  object  will  be  on- 
accomplidied ; "  but  he  added,  pressing 
her  hand  gently,  ''  you  cannot  doubt  my 
willingness  to  return  when  occasion  may 

oner. 
'*  Oo,  t^n,"  said  Cecil,  hastily,   and 
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perhaps  unconsciously  extricating  herself; 
"  90,  if  you  have  secret  reasons  for  your 
comfaict;  but  remember  that  the  acts  of 
eveiy  officer  of  your  rank  are  keenly 
noted.'* 
^  Do  you  then  distrust  me,  Cecil  1 " 
''  No,  no,  I  distmst  no  one,  Major  Lin- 
cob— go,  go,  —  and— and— we  shall  see 
yoo,  Lionel,  the  instant  you  return/' 

He  had  not  time  to  reply,  for  she  glided 
into  the  building  so  rapidly,  as  to  give  the 
young  man  an  opportunity  only  to  observe, 
that  instead  of  rejoining  her  cousin,  her 
ligbt  form  passed  up  the  great  stairs  with 
die  sinftnesfi  and  grace  of  a  fisury. 


CHAPTER  IX. 


«  HaB^  oat  our  baimen  on  the  o«k«ad  walk  ; 

"  The  eiy  U  still,  They  come.** 

Mucbeih. 


Lionel  had  walked  from  the  dwelling 
of  Mrs.  Lechmere  to  the  foot  of  Beacon- 
Hill,  and  had  even  toiled  up  some  part  of 
the  steep  ascent,  before  he  recollected 
why  he  was  thus  wandering  by  himself  at 
that  unusual  hour.  Hearing,  however,  no 
sounds  that  denoted  an  immediate  move- 
ment of  the  troops,  he  then  yielded,  un- 
consciously, to  the  nature  of  his  sensa- 
tions, which  just  at  that  moment  rendered 
his  feelings  jealous  of  communication  with 
others,  and  continued  to  ascend  until  he 
gained  the  summit  of  the  eminence.  From 
this  elevated  stand  he  paused  to  contem- 
plate the  scene  which  lay  in  the  obscurity 
of  night  at  his  feet,  while  his  thoughts  re- 
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tamed  from  the  flattering  anticipations  in 
which  be  had  been  indulging,  to  consider 
the  more  pressing  business  of  the  hour. 
There  arose  from  the  town  itself  a  distant 
bazziiig,  like  the  hum  of  suppressed  agita* 
tion,  and  lights  were  seen  to  glide  along 
the  streets,  or  flit  across  the  windows  in 
a  mamier  which  denoted  that  a  knowledge 
of  the   expedition  had  become    general 
withm  its  dwellings.     Lionel  turned  his 
head  toward  the  common,   and  listened 
long  and  anxiously,  but  in  vain,  to  detect 
a  single    sound    that    could  betray    any 
unusual  stir  among  the  soldiery.   Towards 
the  interior,  the  darkness  of  night  had 
&llea  heavily,  dimming  the  amphitheatre 
of  hills  that  encircled  the  place,  and  en- 
shrouding the  vales  and  lowlands  between 
them  and  the  water  with  an  impenetrable 
veil  of  gloom.     There  were  moments,  in- 
deed, when    he  imi^;ined  he  overheard 
some  indications  among  the  people  of  the 
opposite  shcnre  that  they  were  apprised  of 
the  impending  descent,  but  on  listening 
more  attentively,  the  utmost  of  which  his 
ear  could  assure  him,  was  the  faint  lowing 
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of  catde  from  the  meadows,  or  tke  piaih 
of  oars  from  a  line  of  boats,  whicb,  by 
stretching  fiir  along  the  shores,  told  both 
the  nature  and  the  extent  of  the  watchful* 
ness  that  was  deemed  necessary  for  the 
occasion. 

'  While  Lionel  stood  thus,  on  the  margin 
of  the  little  platform  of  earth  that  had  been 
formed  by  levelling  the  apex  of  the  na- 
tural  cone,  musing  on  the  probable  results 
of  the  measure  his  superiors  had  been  re* 
solving  to  undertake,  a  dim  light  had  shed 
itself  along  the  grass,  and  glancing  upward, 
danced  upon  the  beacon  with  strong  and 
playfiil  rays. 

**  Scoundrel  r'  exclaimed  a  man,  spring- 
ing from  his  place  of  concealment,  at  the 
toot  of  the  post,  and  encountering  him 
face  to  face,  **  do  you  dare  to  fire  the 
beacon?" 

''  I  would  answer  by  asking  how  you 
dare  to  apply  so  rude  an  epithet  to  me, 
did  I  not  see  the  cause  of  your  error,"  said 
Lionel.  *^  The  light  is  from  yonder 
moon,  which  is  just  emerging  from  tbe 
ocean/' 
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^'Ah!  I  see  my  error,"  returned  hit 
rough  assailant — ''  by  heavens^  I  would 
have  sworn  at  first,  'twas  the  beacon." 

**  You  must  then  believe  in  the  tradi** 
tiona]  witchcraft  of  this  country,  for  nothing 
ihort  of  necromancy  could  have  enable 
me  to  light  those  combustibles  at  this 
distance. 

''  I  don*t  know;  'tis«a  strange  people  we 
have  got  amongst ;  they  stole  the  cannon 
fifom  the  gun-house  here,  a  short  time 
since,  when  I  would  have  said  the  thing 
was  impossible.  It  was  before  your  ar* 
rival,  sir;  for  I  now  believe  I  address 
myself  to  Major  Lincoln,  of  the  27th/' 

*'  You  are  nearer  the  truth  this  time, 
than  in  your  first  conjecture  as  to  my 
character,"  said  Lionel ;  **  but  have  I  met 
one  of  the  gentlemen  of  our  mess  ?" 

The  stranger  now  explained  that  he  was 
a  subaltern  in  a  difi'i^rent  regiment,  but 
that  he  well  knew  the  person  of  the  other« 
He  added  that  he  had  been  ordered  to 
watx^  on  the  hill  to  prevent  any  of  the 
inhabitants  lightmg  the  beacon,  or  makmg 
any  other  signal  which  might  convey  into 
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the  cdimtiy  a  knowledge  of  the  contem- 
plated inroad. 

**  This  matter  wears  a  more  serious 
ftspect  than  I  had  supposed,"  returned 
Lionel,  when  the  young  man  had  ended 
bis  apologies  and  explanation ;  *^  the  com- 
mander-in-chief must  intend  more  than 
we  are  aware  of,  by  employing  officers 
in  this  manner,,  to  do  the  duties  of 
privates." 

''  We  poor  subs  know  but  little,  and 

care  less  what  he  means,''  cried  the  ensign; 

**  though  I  will  acknowledge  that  I  can 

see  no  sufficient  reason  why  British  troops 

should  put  on  coats  of  darkness  to  march 

against  a    parcel    of  guessing,    canting, 

countrymen,  who  would  run  at  the  sight 

of  their  uniforms,  under    a   bright    sun. 

Had  I  my  will,  the  tar  above  us,  there, 

should  blaze  a  mile  high,  to  bring  down 

the  heroes  from  Connecticut  river;   the 

dogs  would  cow  before  two  full  companies 

of  grenadiers — hai  listen,  sir ;  there  they 

go^  now ;  the  pride  of  our  army  I    t  know 

them  by  their  heavy  tread." 

Lionel  did  listen  attentively,  and  plainly 
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distinguished  the  measured  step  of  a  body 
of  disciplined  men,  moving  rapidly  across 
the  common,  as  if  marching  towards  the 
^ater-side.    Hastily  bidding  his  compa-^ 
nioQ  good-night,  he  threw  himself  over 
the  brow  of  the  hill,  and  taking  the  direc- 
tion of  the  sounds,  he  arrived  at  the  shore 
at  the  same  instant  with  the  troops.    Two 
^  masses  of  human  bodies  were  halted 
in  order,  and  as  Lionel  skirted  the  colmnns^ 
his  eiperienced  eye  judged  that  the  force 
collected  before  him,  could  be  but  little 
short  of  a  thousand  men.     A  group  of 
officers  was  clustered  on  the  beach,  and  he 
approached  it,   rightly  supposing  that  it 
^as  gathered    about  the  leader   of  the 
party.      This  officer    proved    to  be  the 
Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  10th,  who  was 
ui  close  conversation  with  the  old  Major 
oi  Marines,  alluded   to  by  the  sentinel 
vho  stood  before  the  gates  of  Province- 
house.    To  the  former  of  these  the  young 
^dier    addressed    himself,     demanding 
leave  to  accompany  the  detachment  as  a 
volunteer.    After  a  few  words  of  explana- 
tion, his  request  was  granted,  though  each 
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Carbon  to  toueh  in  the  slightest  manner  on 
the  secret  objects  of  the  expedition. 

Lionel  now  found  his  groom,  who  bad 
followed  the  troops  with  his  masters 
horses,  and  after  giving  his  orders  to  the 
man,  he  proceeded  in  quest  of  his  friend 
Polwarth,  whom  he  soon  discovered,  port- 
ed in  all  the  stiffness  of  military  exactness, 
at  the  head  of  the  leading  platoon  of  the 
column  of  light*infantry.  As  it  was 
apparent,  both  from  the  position  they 
occupied,  as  well  as  by  the  boats  that  had 
been  collected  at  the  point,  ihat  the 
detachment  was  not  to  leave  the  peninsula 
by  its  ordinary  channel  of  communication 
with  the  country,  there  remained  no  alter- 
native but  to  await  patiently  the  order  to 
embark.  The  delay  was  but  short,  and,  as 
the  most  perfect  order  was  observed,  the 
troops  were  soon  seated,  and  the  boats 
pulled  heavily  from  the  land,  just  as  the 
rays  of  lihe  moon,  which  had  been  some- 
time playing  among  the  hills,  and  gilding 
the  spires  of  the  town,  difiused  themselves 
softly  over  the  bay,  and  lighted  Uie  busy 
scene,  with  an  effect  not  unlike  the  sudden 
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ritbgof  the  cnrtain  at  the  opening  of  some 
intetestmg  drama.  Polwarth  had  esta^ 
bliihed  himtelf  by  the  side  of  Lionel,  much 
to  the  ease  of  his  limbs,  and  as  they  mored 
slowly  into  the  li^t,  all  those  misgivings 
which  had  so  naturally  accompanied  his 
muaingB  on  the  difficulties  of  a  partisan 
irruptiofi,  vanished  before  the  loveliness  of 
ttie  time,  and  possibly  befiMre  the  quietude 
of  the  action. 

''There  are  moments  when  I  could 
fancy  the  life  of  a  sailor,"  he  said,  leaning 
indoleDtly  back,  and  playing  with  one  hand 
in  the  water — '*  this  pulUng  about  in  boats 
is  easy  work,  and  must  be  capital  assist- 
ance for  a  heavy  digestion,  inasmuch  as  it 
Aimiahes  air  with  as  little  violent  exercise 
as  may-be,  your  marine  should  lead  f^ 
merry  life  of  it  r 

'*  They  are  said  to  murmur  at  the  dashr 
iag  of  their  duties  with  those  of  the  sear 
officers,'" said  Lionel;  ''and  I  have  ofiten 
heard  them  c<miplain  of  a  want  of  A>om  to 
make  use  of  their  legs." 

"  Humph  I*  ejaculated  Polwarth ;  ''  the 
1%  is  a  part  of  a  man  for  whidi  I  see  less 
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Actual  necessity  than  for  any  other  portioik 
of  his  firame.  I  often  thmk  there  has  been 
a  sad  mistake  in  the  formation  of  the  ani- 
mal ;  as,  for  instance,  one  can  be  a  very 
good  waterman,  as  you  see,  without  legs, 
a  good  fiddler,  a  first-rate  tailor,  a  lawyer, 
a  doctor,  a  parson,  a  very  tolerable  cook; 
and  in  short,  any  thing  but  a  dancing  mas- 
ter. I  see  no  use  in  a  leg  unless  it  be  to 
have  the  gout— at  any  rate,  a  leg  of  twelve 
inches  is  as  good  as  one  a  mile  long,  and 
the  .saving  might  be  appropriated  to  the 
nobler  parts  of  the  animal ;  such  as^  the 
brain  and  the  stomach." 

''  You  forget  the  officer  of  li^^t-infantry,"' 
said  Lionel,  laughing. 

'*  You  might  give  him  a  couple  of  inches 
.more ;  though,  as  every  thing  in  this  wicked 
world,  is  excellent  only  by  comparison,  it 
would  amoimt  to  the  same  thing,  and  on 
my  system  a  man  would  be  just  as  fit  for 
the  light«*infatt,try  without,  as  with  legs; 
and  he  would  get  rid  of  a  good  deal  of 
troublesome  manoeuvring,  especially  irf*  this 
new  exercise.  It  would  then  beeome  a 
^   lightftd  service,  Leo ;  for  it  may  be  sai^ 


to  monopolise  aU  the  poetry  of  military 
life,  as  fsm  tnay  see.    Neither  the  imagi^ 
nation  nor  the  body  can  require  more  than 
we  enjoy  at  this  moment,  and  of  what  use, 
I  would  ask,  are  our  legs  ?  if  any  thing, 
they  are  incumbrances  in  this  boat*    Here 
we  have  a  soft  moon,  and  softer  seats, 
smooth  water,  and  a  stimulating  air,  on 
one  side  a  fine  country,  which,  though  but 
faintly  seen,  is  known  to  be  fertile,  and 
rich  to  abundance ;  and  on  the  other  a 
picturesque  town,  stored  with  the  condi- 
ments-of  every  climate,  even  those  rascally 
privates  look    mellowed    by   the    moon- 
l>eam8,  with  their  scarlet  coats  and  glitter- 
ing anns !    Did  you  meet  Miss  Danforth 
in  your  visit    to  Tremont-street,    Major 
Lincob?" 
"  That  pleasure  was  not  denied  me." 
"  Knew  she  of  diese  martial  proceed- 
ings?'' 

"  There  was  somethmg  exceedingly  bel- 
ligereiit  in  hex  humour/' 

''  Spoke  she  of  the  Hght-infiintry,  or  of 
any  who  serve  in  the  light  corps  V* 

"*  Your  jwme  was  certainly  mentioned,*' 
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returned  Lionel  a  little  dryly^"  dhe  inti- 
ntitted  that  die  hen^-roosts  vfer6  in  danger/' 
"  Ahl  she  is  a  girl  of  a  million!  her 
very  acids  are  sweet  I  the  spices  were  not 
forgotten  when  the  dough  of  her  composi- 
tion was  mixed ;  wonld  that  she  were  here, 
five  minutes  of  moonshine  to   a  man  in 
love  is  worth  a  whole  summer  of  a  bnMling 
sun,  'twould  be  a  master-stroke  to  entice  her 
into  one  of  our  picturesque  marches ;  your 
partisan  is  the  man  to  take  every  thing  by 
surprise— women  and  fortificaticms  ?  Where 
now  are  your  companies  of  the  line :  your 
artillery  and  dragoons;    your   engineers 
and  staff  I  night**capped  and  snoring  to  a 
man,  while  we  enjoy  here  the  very  dessert 
ef  existence, — I  wish  I  could  hear  a  night- 
ingale !" 

'•You  have  a  soUtary  whip-poor-wiU 
whistling  his  notes,  as  if  in  lamentation  at 
our  approach." 

"  Too  dolorous,  and  by  far  too  nuxutto- 
nous;  'tis  like  ealting  pig  for  a  month. 
But  why  are  our  fifes  asleep  ?" 

*'  The  precautions  of  a  whole  day  should 
hardly  be  defeated  by  the  tell-tale  notes  of 
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ourmosic,''  said  lionel ;  **  your  apiritd  get 
the  better  of  your  discretion.  I  should 
think  the  prospect  of  a  fatiguing  marck 
would  have  lowered  your  vein." 

"  A  fico  for  &tigue  f  exclaimed  Pol* 
warth» ''  we  only  go  out  to  take  a 
at  the  colleges  to  cover  our  suppU 
aiB  for  school,  Leo ;  only  &ncy  the  knap* 
sacks  of  the  men  to  be  satchels,  humour 
Hiy  folly,  and  you  may  believe  yourself 
once  more  a  boy." 

The  spirits  of  Polwarth  had  iiideed  un- 
dergone a  sudden  change,  when  he  found 
the  sad  anticipations  which  crossed  his 
miad  on  first  hearing  of  a.  night  inroad,  so 
agreeably  disappointed  by  the  comfort- 
able situation  he  occupied ;  and  he  conti- 
nued conversing  in  the  matter  described, 
ooti]  the  boats  reached  an  unfrequented 
poiat  that  projected  a  little  way  into  that 
part  of  the  Bay  which  washed  the  western 
side  of  the  peninsula  of  Boston.  Here 
the  troops  landed,  and  were  again  formed 
mth  all  possible  despatch.  The  company 
3f  Pohrarth  was  posted,  as  before,  at  the 
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head  of  l^^osluaiifc  of  light-in&iitrjr/  aad 
an  officer  of  ttt  fitaff  ridii^  a  Aoft  dis- 
tance in  fronts  it  was  dsrected  to  follow  his 
movements.  Lionel  ordered  his  groom  to 
take  the  route  of  the  troops  with  the 
horses,  and  placing  himself  once  more  by 
the  side  of  the  captain,  they  proceeded  at 
the  appointed  signal. 

''  Now  for  the  shades  of  old  Harrard  I" 
said  Polwarth,  pointing  towards  the  hum- 
ble buildings  of  the  university;  **  you 
shall  feast  this  night  on  reason,  while  I 
will  make  a  more  sub — ^ha !  what  can  that 
blind  quarter-master  mean  by  taking  this 
direction  I  Does  he  not  see  that  the  mea- 
dows are  half  covered  witli  waterl" 

''  Move  on,  move  on  with  the  light  in- 
fantry," cried  the  stem. voice  of  the  old 
major  of  marines,  who  rode  but  a  short 
distance  in  their  rear.  ''  Do  you  &ltet  at 
the  sight  of  water !" 

"We  are  not  wharf-rats,"  said  Pol- 
warth. 

Lionel  seized  him  by  the  arm,  and  before 
the  disconcerted  captain  had  time  to  reeol- 
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led  himfl^,  he  was  home  dwKigli  a  wide 
pool  of  stagnant  water,  mid-leg  deep. 

**  Do  &ot  let  your  romance  coat  yew 
commimoii,"  said  the  ma|or  as  Polwardi 
floaadered  out  of  his  difficulties ;  '*  heife  ii 
an  incident  at  once  for  your  private  narta^ 
thre  of  the  campaign." 

'*  Ah !  Leo/'  said  the  captain^  with  a 
sort  of  comicai  sorrow,  **  I  fear  we  are  not 
to  court  the  muses  by  this  hallowed  moon 
to-aigfatr' 

''  YoQ  can  assure  yourself  of  that,  by 
obserring  that  we  leave  the  aeademicid 
roo6  CO  our  left— our  leaders  take  the  higlh* 
way/' 

They  had  by  this  tkne  extricated  them* 
selves  from  the  meadows,  and  were  moving 
on  a  road  which  led  into  the  interior. 

'*  Yon  had  better  order  vsp  your  groom 
and  mount.  Major  lincoin,"  said  Pol'^ 
wartli,  sullenly;  "a man  need  husband 
his  strength,  I  see/' 

"  Twottld  be  folly  now ;  I  am  wet,  and 
must  walk  for  sttfety/' 

With  the  departare  of  Polwarth's  spiriti 
the  conversation  began  to  iag,  and  Ae 

TOt.    1/  Js 
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genflemen  contiimed  Jimri  march  ynnh 
only  such  oceasifooal  communications  as 
arose  from  the.  passing  incidents  of  their 
situation.  It  very  soon  became, apparent, 
both  by  :  the  directions  .  giv^k  to  the 
columns,  as  wel}  as  by  the  hucried  steps 
of  their  guide,  that  the  march  infas  to  be 
forced^  as  well  as  of  some .  length.  But 
as  the  air  was  getting  cool,  even  Polwarth 
was  not  reluctant  to  warm  his .  cbilled 
blood  by  more  than  ordinary  ejcertion. 
The  columns  opened  fw  the  sake,  of  ease, 
3Lnd  each  man  was.peemitted  to  consult 
his  own  convenience,  provided  he  pre* 
served  his  appointed  situation,  and  Jcept 
even  pace  with  his  comrades.  .  In. this 
manner  the  detachment  advanced  swiftly, 
a  general  silence,  pervading  the  whole,  as 
the  spirits  of  the  men  settled  i^to^  that 
deep  sobriety  which.denotes  n^nch  eamesti 
ness  of  purpose.  At  first  the  wholq  coan- 
try  appeared  buried  in  a  genend^  sleep; 
but  as  they  proceeded,  the  barkiBg  of  the 
dogs,  and  the  tread  of  the  soidwcy^  drew 
the  inhabitants. of  the  fiBum^houses  tt>  their 
windows,  who  gazed. in  mute  wonder  at 
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tbe  pasi^i^  8peet&cl6i  <  across  >  which  the 
melloir  Mght  of  the  moon  cast  a  glow  of 
brilliancy.     Lionel  had  turned  his  bead 
from  studying  the  surprise  depicted  in  the 
^ces  of  the  members  of  one  of  these  dis-^ 
turbed  ikmlies,  when  the  deep  tones  of  a 
distant  ckurch-bell  came  sweeping  down 
the  valley  in  which  they  msdrohed,  ringing* 
peel  on  peel,  in  the  quick,  spirit-stirring 
soim^  at  an  alarm.      The  men  raised 
their  heads  in  wondering  attention,  as  they 
adranced;  but  it  Was  not  long  before  the 
reports  of  fire  arms  were  heard  echoing 
^uno&g  the  hflls^  and  bell  began  to  answer 
bell  in  every  direction,  until  the  sounds 
blended  with  the  murmurs  of  the  nights 
air,  or  were  lost  in  distance.     The  whole 
country  was  now  filled  with  every  organ 
of  sound  that  the  means  of  die  people  fur^ 
lushed,  or  their  ingenuity  could .  devise,  to 
^  the  population  to  arms.    Fires  blaased 
^ong  the  heights,    the  bellowing  of  the 
conchsand  horns,  mingled  with  the  rat- 
tling of  the  muskets,  and  the  varied  tones 
of  theb^k,  while  the  swift  clattering  of 
horses'  hoofe  begui  to  be  heard,  as  if  their 

l2 
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riders  were  dftshingf  fiiriously  along  tiie 
flanks  of  the  party. 

''  pQ8h  on,  gentlemen,  ptiah  on/'  abouted 
tiie  old  veteran  of  marmes,  amid  iht  dm. 
^*  The  Yankees  have  awoke  and  are  stir- 
ring—ve  have  yet  a  lotig^  road  to  journey; 
push  on,  light  in&ntry/  the  grenadiers  are 
•on  yoxnr  heels  1"  * 

The  advance  c^niekened  their  steps, 
and  the  whole  %o^  pnished  for  their  un- 
known object  witiiais  much  rapidity  as  the 
steadiness  of  nsMlkty  artty  would  admit. 
In  this  manner  the  detachment  continiied 
to  proceed  for  some  hours,  without  halt* 
ing,  and  Lionel  imagined  that  ttiey  hzA 
advanced  several  leagues  into  the  cotrntry. 
The  sounds  of  the  alarm  had  now  passed 
away,  having  swept  &r  inland,  until  the 
iaintest  evidence  of  its  existence  was  lost 
to  the  ear,  ihou^  the  noise  of  faocsemeiit 
riding  furiously  along  the  bye-ways,  yet 
dmoted  that  men  were  still  hurrying  post 
them,  to  the  scene  of  the  expected  strife. 
As  the  deceitfiil  light  of  the  moon  wsf 
blending  with  the  truer  colours  of  day,  the 
welcome  sound  of  '^haltr  was  passed 


UQHEh  UHCOLK.  346 

from  the  rev  up  to  the  head  of  the  colamn 
of  ligfat-infiuitry. 

''Haltr  repeated  Polmurth,  with  in- 
stifictiTe  ncidiiiMa,  and  with  a  Toice  that 
Beat  the  Older  through  the  whole  length  of 
their  extended  liae;  ''halt,  and  let  the 
>t8r  cbse;  if  my  judgm^^t  in  waUcix^ 
be  worth  eo  much  as  an  anchovy,  they  are 
aome  mUes  behind  ub,  by  this  timej  a 
fl^  needs  to  have  erosaed  hia  raioewith 
the  blood  of  Flying  Childers  for  this  sort  of 
work!  The  next  command  should  be  to 
break  our  iast8--Tom,  you  brought  the 
tiiflet  I  sent  you  from  Major  Lincoln's 
quwtorsr 

"  Yes,  Sir,"  returned  his  man ;  *'  they  are 
<m  the  Ma|or'B  horses  in  the  rear,  96 — "" 

''The  minor's  horses  in  the  rear,  you 
Mt  when  food  is  in  such  request  in  the 
fi^t!  I  wonder,  Leo,  if  a  mauthflil 
coulda't  be  picked  up  in  yon  fann-hottse  V 

''  Vkk  yourself  <^  that  stone,  and  make 
the  men  inm ;  here  is  Pitcairtt  closing  tp 
the  ftont  with  the  whole  battaUon." 

Lionel  had  hardly  spoken  before  an 
Older  w|s  passed  to  the  light  infantry  to 
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look  ta  th^  atns/  and  for ^  the  grraadiers 
to  prime  ttud  load.  •  The/presence  of  the 
"Wtetfka  Mrfao  tode  ini^frant  of  the  cdmnn, 
and  the  hurry,  of  th^  momeBt,  sappresKcl 
ihe  complaints  of  Polwarth,  who.  was  in 
truth  an  excellent'  aflSoer»  as  it  respected 
^hut  he  himself  termed  the  f*  quiescent 
details  of  ^ervreev'-  Three  or  four  eom- 
pamds  of  the'  Mght-cor^  were  detached 
from  the  main  bodji,  and  fohned  in  the 
open  marching  oBer  of  their  exercise, 
when  the  old  m«ine»  jdacii^  himself  at 
their  head,  gave*  forth  the  order  to  advance 
again  with  a  quick  step.  The  road  now 
led  into  a  vale,  and  at  some  distance  a 
small  hamlet  of  houses  was  dimly  seen 
through  the  morning  haze,  clustered  aroimd 
one  of  the  humble,  but  decent  temples,  so 
comtnonin  Massachusetts.  The  halt,  and 
the  brief  preparations  that  succeeded,  had 
excited  apowerful  interest  in.the  whole  oi 
the  detachment,  who  pushed  earnestly 
forward,  keeping  on  the'  heels  of  the 
charger  of  their  veteran  lea<fter,  ^s  he 
passed  over  the  ground  at  a^smidl  trot. 
The  air  partook  of  the  scent  of  the  mom- 


ingy  and  the  eye  vras  enabled  to  dwell 
d^tiftctly  ^n  surrounding  objects,  quick-* 
ening,  aided  by  the  excitement  of  the 
action,  the  bdiood  of  tbe  men  who  had  been 
toHiog  througbout  the  nigbt  in  uncertain 
obseuity* along' an  unknown^  and,  appa- 
mtbv  interminable  rood.  Their  eiyect 
WW  seemed  before  them  and  attainable, 
and  they  pressed  forvrard  ta  achieve  it,  in 
aniiBated'  but  8ilent).<eamestness«  .The 
piaki  architecture  ofithe  church  aad  of  its 
ho^le  companions  crbadr  just  become  dis- 
tinct, when  ibxee  x>t  four  anned  horsemen 
were  seen  attempting:  to. anticipate  tiieit 
arrnal,  by  crossing  the  head  of  the 
column,  from  a  bye»path* 

*'  Come  in,^  ^cried  an  officer  of  the  staff 
in  front,  '*come  in,  or  quit  the  place/' 

The  men  turned,  and  rode  briskly.,  off, 
one  of  their  party  flashing  hii  piece  in  a 
vain  attempt  to  give  the  alarm.  A  low 
maodate  >ra8  now  passed  through  the 
ranks  to  pash  on,  and  an  .a  few  .miMBents 
they  entered  on  a  full  view  of  the  hamlet, 
the  church,  and  the  little  green  on  wbidh 
it  stood.    Hie  forms  of  men  were  seen 
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mfmDg  swiftly  acroM  the  tetter^  a^  ft  roll 
of  a  drum  broke  from  the  «pot ;,  and  thera 
were  glimpses  of  a  small  i>fMly  ofoouatry- 
metit  drawnupintheaflectatioiioCmiUtsiy 
Da£ade« 

^  Push  on,  light  iniaiitry.  r^ciied  tbw 
loader^  spurrmg  his  horse,  and  advanciBg 
with  the  staff  at  so  brisk  a  trot,  as  to  dk- 
sppear  round  a|i  angle  of  the  chuiclu 

Lionel  {nressed  forward  with  a  beatiiig 
heart,  for  a  crowd  of  horrors  rushed  acrofis 
his  imagination  iett.  the  moment,  when  the 
stem  voioe  of  the  major  of  the  marine^  was 
again  heard,  shouting— t- 

''  Disperse,  yeorebels,  disperse ! — throw 
down  your  arms,  and  dispecse  1" 

These  memorable  words  were  instantly 
followed  by  the  reports  of  pistols,  and.  ike 
j^tal  mandate  of '  fire  !'  when  a  loud  shout 
arose  from  the  whole  body  of  the  aoliiiery, 
who  rushed  upon  the  open  green,  aiad  threw 
in  a  dose  discharge  on  all  before  them* 

«'  Great  God !"  exchumed  lionel,  *'  irlutt 
is  it  you  do  ?  ye  fire  at  unoffending  mm ! 
is  diereno  law  but  force  1  beat  iqpi  their 
piaees^  Polwarth — stop  their  fire/' 
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''Haltr  cri<^d  PolTVurtb,  brandahiiig 
Us  sword  fiercely  among  his  men ;  '<  conie 
toan  order,  or  III  fell  ye  to  the  earth.** 

But  the  excit^nent  which  had  been 
gatbering  to  a  head  fw  so  many  hoars,  and 
the  animosity  which  had  so  Icmg  been 
gnming  between  the  troops  and  tiie 
people,  were  not  to  be  repressed  at  a 
word.  It  was  only  when  Piteaim  himsdf 
rode  in  among  the  soldiers,  and,  aided  ^  by 
lus  cheers,  beat  down  their  arms,  that  the 
uproar  wa^  gradually  quelled,  and  some* 
thing  like  order  was  aigain  restored. 
Be^  this  was  effected,  however,  a  few 
scattering  shota  wei^  thrown  bacic  from 
their  flying  adrersaries,.  Ihoogk  without 
laaterial  injury  to  the  British. 

When  the  firing  had  ceased,  oflicers  and 
inen  stood  gazing  at  each  other  for  a  few 
ttoments,  as  if  ev^i  they  could  foresee 
some  of  the  mighty  evirats  which  were  to 
follow  the  deeds  of  that  hour.  The  smoke 
slowly  arose,  like  a  lifted  ve3  from  thfr 
green,  and  mingling  with  the  fogs  of  tnorah 
ing,  dvore  heavily  aeraar  the'counh^,*  as  ii 
to  communicate  the  fittal  intelligence  tfaait* 

l3 
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the  fiaai  appeU  'toiarmv'  had  been  inzAe. 
Every  *  eye  was  bent  inquiringly  on  the 
fatal  gtecai^  and  Lionel  beheld,  ^^fith  a  feel- 
ing aiUed  to  angfuish;  a  few  men  at  a  dis- 
tance, writhwgp  and  <  straggling  in  their 
wounds,  while  'some^^five^nsix'tMXlies  lay 
stretched  upon  the  grass;  1n^tlie<  *  appeSling 
jquiet  of  death*'  Sickenin^attfie  sig)A,he 
turned,  and  wadked  dw^i;^  by  i^HMM^f, 
while  the  remaiadts^l^thettoo^s,  altimed 
by  the  reports  of  ^<^:  aarms^  were  eagerly 
pressing  up  from  the  rear  to  join  their  com- 
rades. Unwittingly  he  approached  the 
nfauroh,  nor  did  hdi.  awake 'ih>m  th^  deep 
abstraction  infay  whioh  he  had  fklk^d,  lintil 
be  was  aroused  by*  the  extraordinary  spec- 
tacle of  Job  Pray,  issuing  from  the  edifice 
Vith  an  air  in  which  menace  was  singiilaily 
blended  with  resentment  and  fear. '  The 
changeling  pointed  earnestly  to  the  body 
si  a  man»  who,  having  been  wounded,  had 
'Crept  for  refuge  near  to  the  door  of  the 
tttnple  in  which  he  had  so  often  worship- 
-ped  that  Being  to  whom  he  had  beeff  thtis 
.hurriedl)^'  sent  to  render  iiisiasl:  *  and  great 
:account»  and  said  solemnly--^  * 
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*'  YoQ  have  killed  one  of  God's  cnaJurm; 
and  ke'U  remem)>er  it r  rt:.- 

'* I  wiNdd it  v^&tt  one  only/' satdlionel ; 
"but  they  are  tiiany,  and  none  oaa  teH 
where  the  cUnmge  is  to  ceases"  , 

^' Do  yOi>  think/'  sakiJob»  looking:  fiir- 
tivdy  aroittd  *  to  assure  himself  that  bo 
other  overheard' faim»  ''  diat  ^  the'  king  *  can 
kill  men  in  the^  Bay^'cokmy  as  he  can  in 
Loftdon  ?  They'll  take;  this  up  in  old  Fun^ 
nell,  and  'twill  rii^  agfiin,  fipom  the  norths 
end  to  the  Neck." 

"  What  can  they  do/boy,  after  all  T  shid 
Lionel^  ''forgetting  at  the  moment  that 
he  whom'  he'  addressed^  had  been  d^iied 
the  reason  of  his  kind;  ^'the  poWer  of 
Britain  is  too  mighty  for  these  scattered 
and  unprepared  colonies  to  cope  witii^  'and 
prudence  would  tell '  the  peo|>le  to  •  desiM 
fioia  resistance  whiile  yet  they  may/'  ^ 

*'  Does  the  king  believe  there  is  nibre 
prudence  in  Liondon  than  there  is  in 
Boston?"  returned  the  simpleton  ;  ''he 
needn't  think,  because  the  people  were 
quiet  at  the  massacre^  therell  be  no  stir 
about  this— you  have  kiUed  one  of  God's 
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cnatnim^'' achkd  the' lacU  ^aad  fae!U  re- 
member it  f 

^Ho#  came  ymi<  hn^  BisnmkV^  de- 
mmidMl  LiqmI,  mdAenly  f ecoUecting  him- 
self;  ''  did  you  oot  tdlme  &at  y<m  woe 
fpoong  out  to  fiah  for  ydcrr  methen" 

^^  And  if  I  did/-  letumtel  the  irther, 
sidleidy,  ^^  a;nH  there  fidi  tn  iheinnds  at 
Hpell  ftfr  in  the  hay^  and  can't  Nab  have  a 
irosh  taste  ?-^ Job  doa  t  know  there  i$  any 
act  <)f  Partialbmt'  ^in  taking  brook 
trout." 

''  FeJUkyv»  you  'ate  attempting  to  deceire 
me !  Some  one  is  practising  on  your  ig* 
norance,  and  knowing  you  to  be  a  §09l,  is 
i^mploying  yoa  on  errands  that  may  one 
day  leost  your  Mfe/' 

^'  T^  king  i^aa't  Bfioi  Job  on  aVods,'' 
iflid  the  lad  proudly ;  ^'  for  there  ie  no  law 
for  it,  and  Job  wont  go." 

'^Your  kaowlddgo  will  undo  you^  sim- 
pleUHi — who  should  teach  you  these 
jOMoeties  of  the  law  ?'' 

'*  Why,  do  you  thmk  the  Boston  pecyJe 
«o  dumb  as  not  to  know  the  law!"  asked 
Job^  with  unfeigned  astonishment — *'  and 


Ralph, 'toDi*->lie  knowB  ma  smeh  Isrw  as  the 
king— be  told  me  itwasag'in  allltfw  to 
skoottttfaemimilo-meiiy  mien  the  j^  fired 
6nt^  bectttte  tbe  coAony  has  a  nglitto 
tiaifl  whenevier  it  pleases."     / 

"  Ralph  1!' '  said  Liooel,  eagertjr-^*^  can 
RalfdiheifilkycRiytheiil  'tis  impoisible ; 
I  left  lymjll,<aitti  tit 'honie-t-^^either  would 
ike  amigla  ih  0uoh)  at  basiBSss  "as;  this^,  at  his 
yeira/'  .     -  i ..-  .^    •. 

^  I  expect  Ralpliiias)  seen  bigger  armies 
tium  the  light-infantry,  and  grannies,  and 
all  the  soldiers  left  in  imm  put  together/' 
ttid  Job,  evsttifely. 

Lionel  mBM  £ur  too  generous  to  practise 
oa  the  simplicity  of  his  companion,  with  a 
▼iew  to  extract  any  secret  which  might 
eadanger  his  liberty,  but  he  felt  a  deep 
coneem  in  the  welfisure  4)i  a  youi^  man 
vho  had  been  thrown  in  his  way  in  the 
nuomer  alnady  related.  He  therefore 
puiaued  the  subject,  with  the  double  de- 
sign to  advise  Job  against  any  dangerous 
coonezioBB,  and  to  reiieve  his  omtb  anxiety 
on  the  8ttb)ect<il  liie  aged  stranger.     But 
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to  aU  Us  intergftgatorifgh  Ae  Ind  *wamef&i 
guvlAedlfy  aqd' wdUi^a  diMneticin  wMch  de- 
noted that  he  possessed^no  sbmU  •  skeare  of 
^csumting,  though -a  highev  xwd^r  of  *  mteUect 
bad  been  denied  him^ 
>  ^' I  repeat  to  youy"  fiaklXionel,  losiDg 
his  patience,  ''that  it  is  impdrtaat  forme 
*to  loeet*  the  man  who  you  eall  Ralph,  in 
thecouiltry»  and  I  ivishto  kmow  if  he  is  to 
be  seen  near  hem//  -    '     . 

'*  Ralph  scorns  a  Jie,"  returned  Job— 
*^  go  where  he  pr(wu»ed  io  meet  yiou,  and 
Sj&e  if  he  don't  fifme.'' 

''  But  no  place  was  named — :aad  khis 
unhappy  evient  ai»y  embarjrass  him»  or 
frighten  himt— " . 

'' Frighten  him  r  repeated  Job,  ahakiog 
bis  head  with  sdeitin  earnestness ;  ^^you 
can't  frighten  Ralph  !" 

^*  His  daring  may  prove  his.  miRibitane. 
jBoy,  I  ask  you  for  the  last  time  whether 
the  old  man — " 

Perceiving  Job  to  shrink  back  tiopid^yr 
and  lower  in  his  looks,  Lionel  paus^»,  ^ 
casting,  a  glaope  behind  hiffx,  bj^b^ld  the 
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captaiii  of  grenadierg  slaii4iiig  with  folded 
anns,  sileiitiy  contemplatirig  the  body  of 
theAmericaii. 

''  Will  yoa  have  the  goodness  to  explain 
to  me.  Major  Lincoln^''  said  the  captain, 
when  he  pamved  himaelf  observed, 
"  iWif  this  man  lies  heie  dead  V 

''  You  see  the  wound  in  his  breast  ?"     > 

''  k  is  a  palpable  and  baosUj^trath  that 
he  has  been  shot — but  why,  Or  with'what 
design?"  /  i    •     . 

**  I  must  leave  HM  question  to  be 
answered  by  our  <  superiors.  Captain 
M'Fuse,"  returned  Lionel.  "  It  is,  how- 
ever, rumtmr^  that  the  expedition  is  out  to 
seize  certain  magasiines  of  provisions'  and 
sfras,  which  the  colonists  have  been  col- 
lecting, it  is  feared,  with  hostile  int^- 
tions/' 

'^  }  had  my  own  sagacious  thou^t^  that 
we  were  bent  on  some  such  glorious 
errand  !"  said  M*Fuse,  with  strong  con- 
tempt expressed  in  his  hard  features. 
'•  Tell  toe.  Major  Lincoln — you  are  cer- 
tainly but  a  young  soldier,  though,  being  of 
the  staff,  you  should  know — does  Gage 
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think  we  can  havea  wvwith  the  armt  and 
ammoiiitioii  all  on  one  side?  We. hate 
had  a  long  p'ace.  Major  Lincoln,  and  now 
when  there  ia  a  gmall  prospect  of  sobie  of 
die  peculiarities  of  our  profession  arfting, 
we  are  commanded  to  do  the  ^erj^  thing 
which  is  most  likely  to  defate  the  object 
of  war." 

"  I  do  not  know  tliat  I  rightly  under- 
stand you,  sur/'  said  Lionel ;  **  there  csn 
be  but  little  glory  gained  by  such  troops 
as  we  possess,  in  a  contest  with  the  tin- 
armed  and  undisciplined  iohabitants  of 
any  country." 

'^  Exactly  my  maining,  sir ;  it  is  quite 
obvious  that  we  understand  each  other 
thoroug^y,  without  a  world  of  circumlo- 
cution. The  lads  are  doing  very  well  at 
present,  and  if  left  to  themselves  a  few 
months  longer,  it  may  become  a  creditable 
afiair.  You  know,  as  well  as  I  do,  Ma|or 
Lincoln^  that  time  is  necessary  to  m^ke  t 
soldieri  and  if  they  are  hurried  into  the 
business,  you  might  as  well  be  chasing  t 
oiob  up  Ludgate-hiU,  for  the  honour  yoa 
will  gain.    A  discrate  officer  would  nurse 
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Hu$  little  matter,  ijistead  joif  resorting  ta 
such  poecipttaticn.  To  n^.  id'aV^  air, 
the  m^  before  na  has  been  foutchec^d*  and 
not  fllaia  ip  hanourable  battle  1*'    . 

"Tbtx^  is  much  reason  to  fear  that 
others  may  U3e  Uu^saoe  term  m  speaking 
of  the  affair,''  returned  Lionel;  **  God 
loowB  how  much  cause  we  may  have  to 
Itaeat  the  death  of  the  poor  man  r   r 

"  On  that  topic,  tbefpaa  may  be  said  to 
haye  Koae  through  ;a  business  that  was  to 
be  done,  and  is  j;uQt  to  be  ^one  over  again/' 
<ttdtbe  captain  very  coolly^ ''  ami  therefore 
his  death  can  be  no  very  great  calamity  to 
hixoselC  whatever  it  maybe  to  U9«  If 
thoKL  minute^men,  and  as  they  stand  but 
nuaote  they  'am  their  nune  like  worthy 
feUows— if  these  minute-'meii',  sir,  stood  in 
yoer  way,  you  should  have  whipped  them 
fnttthe  green  with  your  ramrods." 

"Were  ^  one  who  may  teU  you  that 
they  are  not  to  be  treated  like  children 
either,''  said  Lionel,  turning  to  the  place 
which  had  been  so  recently  occupied  by 
Job  Pray,  but  which,  to  bis  surprise,  he 
now  fiound  vacamt.     While  -he  was  yet 
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looking  around  him>  wondering  wfaither 
the  lad  could  so  suddenly  have  withdrawn, 
the  drums  beat  the  signal  to  form,  and  a 
general  bustle  among  the  soldiery,  diowed 
them  to  be  on  the  eve  of  further  move- 
ments. The  two  gendemen  instandy  re- 
joined their  companions,  walking  thought- 
fully towards  the  tMops^  though  influenced 
by  such  totally  different  views  of  the 
recent  transactions* 

During  the  shwt  halt  of  the  advance, 
the  whole  detachment  was  again  united, 
and  a  hasty  meal  had  been  taken.  The 
astonishment  which  succeeded  the  ren- 
contre, had  given  place,  among  the  officers, 
to  a  military  pride,  capable  of  sustaining 
them  in  much  more  arduous  circumstances. 
Even  the  ardent  looks  of  professional  ex- 
citement were  to  be  seen  in  most  of  their 
countenances,  as  with  glittering  arms, 
waving  banners,  and  timing  their  march  to 
the  enlivening  music  of  their  band,  they 
wheeled  from  the  fatal  spot,  and  advanced 
again,  with  proud  and  measured  steps, 
along  the  highway*  If  such  was  the  result 
of  the  first  encounter  on  the  lofty  and  tem- 
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pered  fipiritff  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  de- 
taehmttt/  its  effects  on  the  common  hire- 
lings in  the  ranks,  was  still  more  palpable 
and  sevolting.  Their  coarse  jests^  and 
tamitiDg  looks^  as  they  moved  by  the  des- 
pised victims  of  their  disciplined  skill,  to- 
getlier  with  the -fierce  and  boastful  expres- 
sion of  brutal  triamirfi^  which  so  many 
among  them  betrayed,  e^iiibited  the  in- 
fallible evidence,  that  having  tasted  of 
blood,  they  were  now  ready,  like  tigers,  to 
feed  on  it  till  they  were  glutted. 


CHAPTER  X. 


"  tksn  W8f  mcing,  and  ojbasing^oo  Cannobie  hm.—'' 


The  pomp  of  military  parade  with  wlucb 
the  troops  marched  from  the  village  of 
Lexington,  as  the  little  hamlet  was  called* 
where  the  foregoing  eyents  occurred,  sooa 
settled  again  into  the  sober  and  business- 
like air  of  men  earnestly  bent  on  the 
achievement  of  their  object.  It  was  no 
longer  a  secret  that  they  were  to  proceed 
two  leagues  further  into  the  interior,  to 
destroy  the  stores  already  mentioned,  and 
which  were  now  known  to  be  collected  at 
Concord,  the  town  where  the  Ck>ngress 
of  Provincial  Delegates,  who  were  substi- 
tuted by  the  colonists  for  the  ancient  legis- 
latures of  the  Province,  held  their  meetings. 
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As  the  inarch  could  not  now  be  concealed, 

it  became  neceasary  to  resort  to  expedition, 

in  order  to  ensure  its  successful  termina* 

tioQ*   The  veteran  officer  of  mwines  so 

often  mentioned,  resumed  his  post  in  front, 

and  at  the  head  of  the  same  companies  of 

the  light  corps  which  he  had  before  led; 

pushed  in  advance  of  the  heavier  columns 

of  the  grenadiers.    Polwarth,  by  this  ar<^ 

nogement,  perceived  himself  again  in-^ 

eluded  among  those  on  whose  swiftness  of 

foot  80  much  depended.     When  Lionel 

rejoined  his  friend,  he  found  him  at  the 

head  of  his  men,  marching  with  so  grave 

an  air,  as  at  once  induced  the  Major  to 

gire  him  credit  for  regrets  much  more 

commendable  than  such  as  were  connected 

with  his  physical  distress.    The  files  were 

once  more  opened  for  room,  as  well  as  for 

tir,  which  was  becoming  necessary,  ais  a 

hot  sun  began  to  dissipate  the  mists  of  the 

morning,  and  shed  that  enervating  influence 

on  the  men  so  peculiar  to  the  first  warmth 

of  an  American  spring. 

''  This  has  been  a  hasty  bminess  alto^ 
Stther.  Maior  linooln/'  said  Polwarth,  as 
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Lionel  took  his  woikted:6tation  at  the  side 
of  the  othedTi  and*  dcopped  mechwncaUy 
into  the  regular  step  of  the  party-*''  1 
know  Aot  that  it  is  quite  as  lawful  to  knock 
a  man  in  the  head  as  a  bullock." 

'*  You  then  agree  with  me  in  thinking 
our  attack  hasty,  if  not  cruel  V 

''Hasty I  most  unequivocally.  Haste 
may  be  called  the  distinctive  property  of 
the  expedition ;  and  whatever  destroys 
the  appetite  of  an  honest  man^  may  be  set 
down  as  cruel.  I  have  not  been  able  to 
swallow  a  mouth&l  of  break&st,  Leo.  A 
man  must  have  the  cravings  of  a  hyena, 
and  the  stomach  oi  an '  ostrich,  to  eat  and 
digest  with  such  work  as  this  of  ours  be- 
fore his  eyes.?" 

*'  And  yet  the  men  regard  their  mcU 
with  triumph !" 

"  The  dogs  are  drilled  into  it.  But  you 
saw  how  sober  the  provincials  looked  in 
the  matter ;  we  must  endeavour  to  soothe 
their  feelings  in  the  best  manner  we^dan." 

''  Will  they  not  despise  oar  oonsolatioii 
and .  apologies,  and  look  rathar  to  Hxem- 
selves  for  redress  and  vengeance  V 
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Polwardi  smiled  oontemptuously,  and 
there  ivas  an  air  of  ipiide*  about  him  that 
gare  an  appearance  of  elasticity  even  to 
his  heavy  trade,  as  he  answered,— 

"  The  thing  is  a  bad  thing.  Major  Lin- 
cob,  and,  if  yon  will>  a  wicked  thing ;  but 
take  the  assurance  of  a  man  who  knows 
the  country  well,  there  will  be  na  attempts 
at  voigeance ;  and  as  for  redress,  in  a  mi- 
tary  way,  the  thing  is  impossible/' 

''  Yooi  speak  with  a  confidence.  Sir,  that 
should  find  its  warranty  in  an  intimate  ac- 
quaintance with  the*  weakness  of  the 
people." 

''  I  have  dw^t  two  years,  Major  Lin- 
coln, in  the  very  heart  of  the  country,"  said 
Polwarth,  without  turning  his  eyes  from  the 
steady  gaze  he  nmintained  on  the  long  road 
which  lay  before  him,  '^  even  three>hundred 
miles  beyond  the  inhabited  districts ;  and  I 
should  know  the  character  of  the  nation,  as 
well  as  its  resources.  In  respect  to  the  lat- 
ter, there  is  no  esculent  thing  within  its  bor- 
deiB,  from  a  hummiug-bird  to  a  buffalo,  or 
from  an  aitidioke  to  a  water  melon,,  that  I 
have  not,  on  some  occasioa  or  other,  had 


imHud  npy-itt^^eMwi  way.  HMgigftlo,  1 
oca  speA  -wUk  cncfidoice,  umir  i»Mk  h»- 
sftate  to  say,  that  Hie  Mtonitto  wiU  wm 
%^;  nor,  if  tliey  iiacli  tlit  diapantiMi, 
tki  they  posseBs  the  means  to  nwrinlafn  a 


war.'' 


**  Peiiiaps^air/'  retoraeA  JLiimet  aharply, 
^' veo  ba^e^  oongaltod/the  aahnala  cf  fte 
ooantry  toer^cloeety  le  be  acquaintedi  iritk 
its  spirits*" 

"  The  relation  between  them  is  imtiaitte; 
ttll  toe  what  feo4'  U'  iKiln  diets  on»  ind  I 
will  Ornish  yott"  with  his  character.  Tis 
morally  impossible  that  a  people  wli# 
eAt  their  pudding  before  the  meats^  aft& 
the^  fashion  of  these  cokmats,  can  ever 
make  good  soldiers,  because  the  appetite 
is  appeased  before  the  introduetieii  :of  tk 
tueculent  nutriment  of  the  flesh  into  t^^— '^ 

''  Enough ! .  spare  nate  the  faatkaioder/ 
intetrapted  Lienel — '*  too  much  has  been 
said  already  to  proTe  the  inferiority  of  the 
American  to  the  Europecm  ammal»  aii4 
your  reasoning  is  conclusive.*' 

"  Parliament  must  do  somethi^  ier  the 
families  of  the  sufferers." 


''  P^Uament !"  ^clioed  LiMel,  with  bit* 
ter  Mqihasis ;  "  yes,  we  shaU  be  called 
on  to  pass  resolutions  to  comBftend  the 
decWiOQ  of  the  general,  and  the  courage 
of  the  troops ;  and  then,  after  we  have 
added  every  possible  insult  to  the  injury, 
under  the  conviction  of  our  imaginaiy 
supremacy,  we  may  hear  of  some  paltry 
sum  to  the  widows  and  orphans,  cited  as 
an  evidence  of  the  unbounded  generosity 
of  the  nation!" 

''  The  feeding  of  six  or  seven  broods  of 
young  Yankees  is  no  s.uch  trifle.  Major 
Lincoto/'  returned  Polwarth;  /'  and  there 
I  trust  the  unhappy  affair  will  end.  We 
are  now  marching  on  Concord,  a  place 
with  a  most  auspicious  name,  where  we 
1^  find  repose  under  its  shadow,  as  well 
as  Uie  food  of  this  home-made  parliamqiit, 
which  they  have  gotten  together.  These 
considerations  alone  support  ine  under  the 
fatigue  of  this  direful  trot  with  which  old 
Hitcaim  goes  over  the  ground— does  the 
man  think  he  is  hunting  with  a.^fNick  of 
beagles  at  his  heels !" 

VOL.    1.  If 


The  opinion  expressed  by  bis  ^mapa- 
nion,  concerning  the  martial  propensities 
nf .  the  Americans,  was  one  too  common 
among  the  troops  to  excite  any  surprise  in 
Lionel,  but  disgusted  with  the  illiberality 
of  the  sentiment,  and  secretly  offended  at 
the  supercilious  manner  with  which  Ibe 
other  expressed  these  injurious  opinions 
i>{  his  countrytnen,  he  continued  his  route 
in  silence,  while  Polwarth  speedily  lost  his 
loquacious  propensity,  in  a  sense  of  the 
&tigue  that  assailed  every  muscle  and 
joint  in  his  body. 

That  severe  training  of  the  corps,  con- 
cerning which  the  captain  vented  such 
frequent  complaints,  now  stood  die  ad- 
vance in  good  service.  It  was  apparent 
that  the  whole  country  was  in  a  state  of 
high  alarm,  and  small  bodies  of  armed 
men  were  occasionally  seen  on  the  heights 
that  flanked  their  route,  though  no  at- 
tempts were  made  to  revenge  the  deaths 
of  those  who  fell  at  Lexington.  The 
march  of  the  troops  was  accelerated  rather 
with  a  belief  that   the   colonists  ought 
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remove,  or  otherwise  secrete  the  stores, 
than  from    any  apprehension  that   they 
would  dare  to  oppose  the  progress  of  the 
chosen  troops  of  the  army.    The  slight 
resistance  of  the  Americans  in  the  rcn^ 
Gontre  of  that  morning,  was  already  a  jest 
among  the  soldiers,   who  sneeringly  re- 
marked, that  the  term  of  **  miriute-men,!?' 
was  deservedly  applied  to  warriors  who 
had  |»-oved  themselves  so  dexterous  at 
flight.     In  short,  every  opprobrious  and 
disrespectful  epithet   that  contempt  and 
ignorance   could   invent,   were    freely  :la^ 
vished  on  the  forbearing  mildness  of  the 
^soifering  colonists..    In  this  temper  the 
troops  reached  a  point  whence  the  modest 
spire  and  roofs  of  Concord  became  visible: 
A  small  Body   of   the  colonists    retired 
through  the    place  as  the    English    ad^ 
danced,  and  the  detachment .  entered  the 
town  without  the  least  resistance,   and 
wi  tb  the  appearance  of  conquerors.   Lionel 
was  not  long  in  discovering  from  such  of 
the   inhabitants   as  remained,   that,   not^ 
^v^stasding    their   approach   had    been 
known  for  some  time,  the  events  oft  that 
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iiib'niiii^'  ^eU'  yet"  a 'sete'frtfti'^Htt^pw* 
pie  of  thfe  viilslgev  ' 'B^tatfrii^nts' 4dta  the 
ligiit"*  icorps  w^re  iiiifaedratfetjr'  sreflt  in 
various  direictiohs ;  sotoe  to  dearcfi  for  the 
ammiinitioh  and  jironei^ions,  an^'  some  to 
guard  the  approaelii^s  to  ihei  placeJ  Oiie, 
in  particular,  foll6wed'  1?he  retfeatin^  foot- 
steps of  the  Atbencans,  and  took  post  at  a 
bridge,  at  some  little  distance',  Wliich  cut 
off  the  communication  with  the  cotintrv  to 
the  northward . 

In  the  meantime,  'the  work  of  destruc- 
tion was  commenced  in  the  town,  chiefly 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  veteran 
ofBcer  of  the  marines.  The  few  male  rth 
habitants  who  remained  in  their  dwellings, 
were  of  necessity  peaceable,  though  Lionel 
could  read  in  their  flushed  cheeks  aiid 
gleaming  eyes,  the  secret  indignatibn  of 
men,  who,  accustomed  to  the  prol6ctrbh 
of  the  law,  now  found  themseives  sub- 
jected to  the  insults  and  wanton  klb^fe  of 
a  military  inroad.  Every  door  wd!^' flung 
open^  and  no  place  was  held  sacf ed  ftoin 
the  rude  scrutiny  of  the  licentious"^  soMiilry. 
Taunts  and  execrations  soon  mingted  With 


tlie,sijfimfl3ig,n^(^^atio%,yU^^  the 

search  had  cpmBx^uc|S|d,  and  loud  exultar 
iioa.>yra?  h^.trayed^  ev.en  among  the  officers, 
as  the  ac.J^pty  provisions  of  the  colonists 
were,  gr^iuilly  brought  to  .light.  It  was 
not  a  mqment  jtp.  fesp^Qt  private .  rights, 
aQd.the.f;*eedoixi,aJid  ribaldry  of  the  men 
were  on  the  .point  of .  becoming  something 
more  seripus*  .when,  th^,  i;epoTt  of  fire-arms 
was  heard  sudde;;i\y  tp, issue  from  the  .post 
held  by  the  light  infantry,  at  the  bridge. 
A  few.sc^tteriijg  shot  wejre  succeeded  by 
a  voUey,  which  was  answered  by  another, 
with  the  quickness  of.  lightning,  and  then 
the, air. became  filled  with  the  incessant 
rattling  of  a  sharp  conflict.     Every  arm 
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was  suspended,  and  each  tongue  became 
mute  with  astonishment,  and  the  men 
abandoned  .their  occupations  as  these  un- 
expected sounds  of ,  war  broke  on  their 
ears.  The  chiefs  of  the  party  were  seen  in 
consultfition,  and  horsemen  rode  furiously 
into  the  place,  to  communicate  the  nature 
of  this  new  conflict.  The  rank  of  Major 
Uncoln  soon  obtained  for  him  a  knowledge 
tbat  i(.  w$9  thought  impolitic  to  pommunir; 


eate  t»  Hat  whole  ddtachmeiKt.  HctwiA^ 
standings  it  was  apparent  that  they  who 
brmight  the  ititelligMiee  were  smxions  to 
give  it  the  most  favourable  aspect,  b^  soob 
dJMo^ered  that  the  same  body  of  Ameri- 
cane  which  had  retired  at  their  appreacb, 
having  attempted  to  return  to  their  homes 
i&  the  town,  had  been  fired  on  at  the 
bridge,  and  hi  the  skinniish  which  suc- 
oeeded,  the  troops  had  been  compelled  to 
give  way  with  loss.  The  eflfect  of  this 
proihpt  and  spirited  conduct  on  the  part  of 
tht^^rovincials,  produced  a  sudden  altera- 
tiod^  not  only  m  the  aspect,  but  also  in  the 
]^reeeedings  of  the  troops.  The  detech- 
XDeats  were  recalled,  the  dnttna  teat  to 
arms,  and,  for  the  first  time,  both  offieer^ 
and  men  seemed  to  reeollect  that  they  M 
six  teagues  to  march  through  a  eouatry 
thai;  hardly  contained  a  friend.  SttUffw 
or  tto  cnwnies  were  visible,  with  the  excep- 
txon  of  those  men  of  Concord,  who  had 
already  drawn  bk>od  freely  from  thein^ 
taders  of  their  domestic  sanctuaries.  The 
dead,  and  all  the  common  wounded,  vere 
Wft  where  they   had  lallen,  and   it  vw 


thpugirt/an  im^^itlutable  4oil»  laaoog  the 

youAg  atibalteirn,  of  rank  and  fomijue,  was 
also  abaQdoii^  to  the  mercy  of  the  exas- 
peral^  Amefican^M  ^  The  privates  caught  the 
inf^ctioftjrom  theur  6ffio^F«,and  Lionel  saw 
thatifl  plaoe  of  t^thtghi  and  insulting  con- 
fideoee  with  whieh  the  tr<)Qp&had'wheeled  iii- 
totbe  streets  of  Concord^  that  they  teft  theniv 
whea  the  order  was  gifveo  to  march,  with« 
iaceg  beat  anxiously  en.  the  surroundiag 
^hts,  and  with  looks  ttet  bespoke  a  eoti^ 
sciou$aes8  of  the  dangers  that  were  likely 
to  heset  the  long  road  which  lay  before 
tkem. 

Their  apprehensions  were  not  gromid<^< 
^€$8.  The  troops  had  hardly  commenced^ 
(heir  inarch  before  a  volley  was  fired  upon 
them  from  the  protection  of  a  barn ;  and  ao 
^y  advan^ed^  volley  succeeded  volley » 
^d  nmsket  answ^ed  musket  froin  behind 
every  cover  that  offered  to  their  assailantsj 
At  first  these  desultory  and  feeble  attacks 
were  but  little  regarded  ^  a  brisk  chargev 
^  a  smiurt  fite  of  il  few  moAents  nevai^ 
iaUing  to. disperse  their  enemies,  when  thib 


pm^^mgm  )>rQ4«rdd0A  for  |ii^b<»t<i&flta&Ge 

<^diDg.iiifbt(lMiH  gdtheved)  tln^  people ^cnwr 
«Ar imiBien^e'.eKteiit  of  coimtfyi j  i And^ibftr- 
ing  waited  for  information,  tho0efiB0amt 
t0  the  scene  ^of  action  w/arie  afafeadty  ^ness- 
ji»g  fanf  ard  f  tQ    tk«   assiManeb  ofb^bfeir 
IfiendB^    Tliftre  ivm  *  tint . little  osdmvt  wl 
l^(>  concert  ,ajBa(9Agiitb?)-^Asimc«ta8/^  but 
eneh  paity,  as  il)faiTim4l*  pushed  intettbe 
i^ay,  hanging  on^tbii'^rts  .of  theii.ne- 
miesyor  making  sjpiriited  though  ineffebtuft) 
eflfQirts  to  stop  th^ir  iprogress.    While  •tbt 
men  from  the  toirrps  behind,  them  pressed 
upon  their  rear,  the  populs^oa  i«uthw 
front  accumulated  in  bodies,  lik^e  airolUog 
ball  of  snow,  and  before  half  the  dfstM^ 
^tween  Concord  and  LexingtM  wa^vsc* 
complished,    Lionel    perceived   .dia^if^the 
safety  of  their  boasted  power  Wias  iii  ex* 
treme  jeopardy.     During  the  ficst  .^iif  of 
these  attacks,  while  they  were  y^  dj^twit, 
desultory,  and  feeble,  the  young  .sa)4>^f 
had  marched  by  the  side  of  M'Fu%e|^.who 
shook  his  head  disdainfully  wfaeBerer  b 
shot  whistled  near  him^  and  d|d  not.fi^l  to 


tomma&t  jNely  oil  thcr^^tlyurf  commett^iig 
a warthuft premiitupriy>  w&ich;  if  propidriy 
nursed,  nqght,  to  >i38e  hk  own  words;  "^  be 
m  time  brought  to  sometiimg  pretty  attd 
Mtferoating/' 

'"^  You   perceive,   Mi^or  Linccrfn/'   itt 

«ided,  >''  that  these  Provincials  have  got 

^  fiistelemetits  or  the  €trt;for  the  rascals 

fire  \^tli  ex!ceediDg  acciiracy,  when  tiie 

diitance  is  considered ; '  and  six  months  or 

a  year  of  close  <lrtUing  would  make  them 

§food  for  something  in  a  regular  charge. 

They  have    got  a  smart  crack    to  their 

paces,  and  a  pretty  whiz  to  their  lead 

already ;  if  they  could  but  learn  to  deliver 

their  fire  in  platoons,  the  lads  might  make 

some  impression  on  the  light-infantry  even 

now;    and  in  a  year  or  two,   sir,  they 

would  not  be  unworthy  of  the  favours  of 

the  grenadiersu" 

Lionel  listened  to  this,  and  much  other 
similar'  discourse,  with  a  vacant  ear;  but 
as  the  combat  thickened,  the  blood  of  the 
yotmg  man  began  to  course  more  swiftly 
through  his  veins ;  and  at  length,  excited 
by  the  noise  and  the  danger  which  was 
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•metre'  do»ety:  anrand  thtfii,  be 
moBated,  ^andTidrng  to*  the  eomnMndte  of 
^'detachment,  tendered  his  assisteneeas 
a;iroluiiteep  aid^  haviagii  lost:  Mery  odMr 
sensation  in  youthful  bloody  and^tfaepfide 
qH  amsv  o.i&  was  *iinm«cti0triy  charged 
«i|h  Liirdevs .  forithe '  advmoe^  and.  idrtviag^ 
hk'jBparsimtD  bis  9tted,  he  dashed  tliraagii^ 
ike  scattered  iliite.  af  fif^htiag  asd  jaded 
tMO|is^and:igaI}op^<to*iis^head.     Hese  be 
froaid  several  eompaaice^  dilig^en^y  em- 
ployed in  vole^rin^^Jthe  niv^ay  :£ar  their  com^ 
nidas,  as  njew  fdesrappeaTtd atevmy  few 
Mdfi  that  they  advaiieedjc    £ye&  ae  Lionel 
apfiinoacbed^  a^heavy  idieet  of  fife  flashed 
&Dm!  a>c(loae  barn^yard,  full  in  the  /aces  of 
tJbe  leading''  fiies^  sending  the  swift  cogines 
of  .death  into  the  very  centre  of  tiie  party* 
i ;  '*  .Wheel  a  company  of  the  Ught-infantry, 
eapt»in  Polwarth/'  cried  the  old  mi^or  of 
nariae^,  who  battled  stoutly  in  the  van» 
tr:r;aiid.dcive  the  skulking  scoundrels  hom 
lll^r.  aixibush.'^'  . 

^.  ffii^iff  by  the  sweets. pf  ease,  and  the 
ho|»w.of  a  halt !  but  Jiere  ia  another  tribe 
«f  these  white  savages  1"  responded  the  un- 


meg  i  hkaBmrsgy  over ,  ttie  iWftlte  xmt  jquc 
ieft-N*give  00  quarter  to  the  aimoyiag: 
ntscals-^gel  the*  fiff8i7ftliot«-^ve  themes 
foot  of  your  sjteey 

VUle  velitiiigfiiufairtendble  deaiunciatBOiis 
aod  admtiiaiids^  wiuek  were  dral^n  fmrn 
^  peaeesdrie*  oaptain  by  the  force .  of  cir* 
cunstanew,  Liotid  foiiheldJiis  friend  dm^ 
appear  amid  ibei  buildidgB  :of  the  farm-yard 
in  a  ckod  lof^  sfldeke,  followed  by  his 
troopa.  la  *a  few  niioiites  afterwards,  as 
^e  lioB'tcHled  ka  way(  «p  the  hill  on  which 
^  scene  oeeiufred^'  Polwarth  re-appeared, 
is$$uRig  frtmi  the  fray  with  his  face  black- 
ened and  grimed  with  powder,  >  while  a 
shmof  flame  aroae  from  the  spot  which 
soon  laid  die  devoted  tiuildings  of  the  ukk 
fortunate  husbandman  in  ruins. 

'*  Ha4  Major  Lincoln,"'  he  cried,  as  he 
^H>proached  the  other,  ^  do  you  call  these 
I'l^nt-infatltry  movementsl  to  me  they  are 
the  torments  of  the  damned! — Go,  yom 
who  have  influence,  and  what  ig  better,  a 
bone,  go  to  Smith,  aod  tell  him  if  he  <wi& 
<^1  a  halt,  I  will .  engage,  with  my  singk 
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ooiiq>aDy,  .tirstattouhrflelveB'itiTany  field^be 
nmy  seledti^  andlkeepiUhesit  bkxid^dvchefs 
«t  bay  for  wi  ihour;  vehiiei  (the-  detflekment 
caot^rert  and'sstisfy  tikeip  )iuQg6v;i  trusting 
tkafi  he"  will  thtof  allow:  time^fbr  hi^  dsfea* 
deni  to  perfarm  the  fiame^  necesaapyiopo^* 
tionff.     A.  mghthmansh^w  no  'btfeakfiaC^-ra 
burning.' wi^f-^miitaftoranilq*^  no /halt,  and 
nothing  but   fite-^-^fire— *tM    oppased  to 
every  princtplie  in  i^ji^^fi;  and  etrea  to  the 
anatomy  of  man  to  tlnnk  he  can  jenduve  it  V 
Lionel  eiideaTouKd  to   encoura^  his 
friend  to  new  exertiona,'  and  tarniag  away 
from  their  leader;  >  apoke  cheenagly^and 
with  a  martial  tone,  to  bis  troops.     The 
men  cheered  as  they  passed,  and  dashed 
forward  to  new  encounters ;  the  Americaas 
yieldkig  suUenly,  but  necessarily,  to  the 
constant  charges  of  the  bayonet,  to  which 
the  regulars  resorted  to. dislodge  them. 
As  the  adyance  moved  on  again,  Lionel 
turned  to  contemplate  the  scene  in  the 
rear.    They  had  now  been  marohang  and 
fighting  for  two  hours,  with  litlie  cnr  no 
eessation,  and  it  was  but  too  evident  that 
he  force  of  the  assailants  was  increasing. 
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rtep  th^  tookir  /^Ob,  'ekhbrrsidei  of  ^tke 

higlMajr;  along^bedkirts  of  every  wood  or 

oitbard,  in- tfaeiopeii' fields^  aad  from  every 

boiM»  bani;^dr*covierin  eight,  the  flasl^  of 

&^e«finns(was:Jto>  be^eeeiiy  white  tte  etolite 

oftkefiij^h  grew/lateach  in0taiA,  fieebier 

^  leA   inspirttiagii ' ^  Heavy  douds   of 

Jmofce-rpse  above  ihb  valteyy>  ihto^'which 

fe  kohed,*  and.  iH»B^d«^  nnritk  the  'dust*  of 

the  nateh,  draivdngtiafa  impenetrable  veil 

Wore  the  view  ;•  but^niKthe  windj  at  mo- 

QBnts;  iifaoviadMt  aiade^^he^  caught  glimpses 

of  the  ivumried  and  ^tering  platoons  of 

the  fBibfy  sometimes  breasting  and  repiils- 

10?  M  attack  with  spirit,  and  at  others 

dtfinking  from  the  contest,  with  an  iil-^^on*^ 

^ed  desire  to  urge  their  retreat  to  the 

veigeof  an  absolute  flight.     Young  as  he 

vas,  Major  Lincoln  knew  enough  of  his 

profession  to  understand  that  mrthing  bdt 

the  want  of  concert,  and  of  a  unity  of  com^ 

mand  ssDong  the  Americans,  saVed  the 

detaehment  from  total  destruction.     The 

attacks  were  growing  extremely  spirited^ 

aad  not  vnfrequentiy  dose  and  bloody. 


tfami^thedi8olpKaeH>f  Ahfi^ttoopt  eaaUd: 
thfim^Btill  to  bear  up  ftg;ai)ist  this  <|esiiltory 
akid  divided  w^aiiieure;  ivben  JLioneL  heard* 
with  a  pleasure  he  cduld  not  ccmcedb  the 
1<K^  shouts  that  arose  from  the  rvi,  as  tiie 
<^beering  intelUgeiH^e  was  proclaimed 
thtdugh^  Che  rakiks^  that  the  dou«i  of  dust 
ia  their  fooat  was  raised  by  -a  chosen  bri- 
gade of  their  comrades,  which  had  come 
most  timely  to  their  .succour,  with  the 
Heir  of  Northumberland  at  its  head.  The 
Americans  gave  way  as  the  two  detach- 
ments  joined,  and  the  artillery  of  the  sue- 
cours  opened  upon  their  flying  parties, 
giving  a  few  minutes  of  stolen  rest  to  those 
who  needed  it  so  much.  Polwarth  threw 
himself  flat  on  the  earth,  as  Lionel  dis- 
mounted at  his  side,  and  his  example  was 
followed  by  the  whole  party,  who  lay 
panting,  unde;^  the  heat  and  fatigue,  like 
worried  deer^  that  had  succeeded  in  throw- 
ing the  hounds  from  their  sc^it. 

^'  As  I  am  a  gentleman  of  simply  habits, 
and  a  man  innocent  of  all  this  bloodshed* 
Major  Lincoln,"  said  the  captain,  '*  I  pro- 
nounce this  march  to  be  a  most  wjust 
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(kift  0Q'  tke  lescnnrces.  of  thumah  Miaiure.' 
I  haTie- journeyed  t  M  .least  five.  leagnet 
beureto  t^is  spat  Jtead  that  place  of  discord 
tiiat  they  falsely  call  Concord,  withia  two 
haacB^  amidst  dust,  smoke^  groans^  and 
either  iafemal  cciee,  tbat  .would  cauae  the. 
best  traitedrracerin  England  to  bolt;  and' 
breathing  an  air,  all  the  tia[ie^  that  would 
boil  an  egg  in  two  miutitefrand  «  quarter, 
if  fidrly  exposed  to^it/'   : 

"You  overrate  the  tdiatance — ^tis  but 
two  leagues  by  th&^tonea — '* 

*  Stones!''  interrupted  Polwarth— *•  1 
9com  their  lies— ^I  have  a  leg  here  that  is 
abetter  index  for  miles,  foek,  or  even  inches^ 
than  was  ever  chiselled  in  stone." 

''  We  must  not  contest  this  idle  point/* 
returned  Lionel,  ^  for  I  see  the  troops  are 
dheut  to  dine ;  and  we  have  need  of  every 
moment  to  reach  Boston  before  the .  night 
ilosea  around  us."  ^ 

"  Eat  1  Boston !  night !"  slowly  repeated 
Pdwarth,  raising  himself  on  one.  arm,  and 
ttaring  wildly  about  him.  *'  Surely  no 
nan  among  us  is  so  mad  as  to  talk  of 
iQoving  fix>m  this  spot  short  of  a  week'-^it 
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vrould  take  half  that  time  to  receive  the 
internal  refreshment  necessary  to  our  sys- 
tems,  and  the  remainder  to  restore  us 
healthy  appetites." 

*'  Such,  however,  ure  the  ordiMs  of:  the 
Earl  Percy,  from  whom.  1 1  learn  thata.  the 
whole  country  is  rising  hi  our  fironU*.' 

"  Ay,  but  they  are  fellaws  who  slept 
peaciefuUy  in  their  beds  the  past  night; 
and  I  dare  say  that  every  dog  among  them 
ate  his  half-pound  of  pork,  together  with 
additions  suitable  for  u  breakfiBust,  before 
he  crossed  his  threshold  this  morning.  But 
with  us  the  case  is  different.  It  is  incum- 
bent on  two  thousand  British  troops  to 
move  with  deliberation,  if  it  should  be  only 
for  the  credit  of  his  Majesty's  arms.  No, 
no,  the  gallant  Percy  too  highly  respects 
his  princely  lineage  and  name  to  assume 
the  appearance  of  flight  before  a  mob  -of 
base-bom  hinds !'' 

The  intelligence  of  Lionel  was  neverthe- 
less true ;  for  ttfter  a  short  halt,  aUowiafr 
barely  time  enough  to  the  troops  to  ^eal  a 
hasty  meal,  the  drums  agaii^  beat*  the 
signal  to  march,  and  Polwartb,  aa  wsH  n$ 


compelled' 7 1«  I  v^f^me  'bi«<^et;timitor)tbe 

penaltytof  i  being  abttndcMied^  to  the  •  fury  of 

the  exasperated  Americans  J    While  ^thd 

tioDps  iMe  'inMtf  state  of*  rest,  theileld- 

pieiccsi^  4f  tfae>  hreinfoMlenment  ^kept  thdr  fiiei 

at  a  distancfe?' bnt  the' ioatatit  the  ignim 

weie  Umfoered^  itnd  ^the  ifileii  bad  -once 

morer/ opened  for  rookn;  the  attacks  werJB 

renewed  fiiMn  ev6r;f»  quioDer,  with  redou^ 

bled^bry.    Th^'<€pc<tesie8  of  the  troopi, 

who  had  be^n  to  v^nt  their  anger  by 

pluodering,  and  \  'firing  <  lAe  dwellings  that 

they  passed,  -  added  tb  the  bitterness  of 

the  attacks,  and  llie  mareh  had  not  'been 

renewed  many  minutes,  before  a  fiercer 

coiflict  raged  along  its  skirts  than  had 

been  hefore  witaeased  on  liiat  day* 

''Would  to  God  tfa^  the  great  Nor- 
thuvdbrian  would  form  us  in  order  of  bat- 
tie,  and  make  a  fair  field  with  the  Yankees,'' 
groaned  Poiwarth,  as  he  toiled  his  way 
oaee*  more  with  the  advance,  '*  half-an* 
hour  would  settle  the  matter,  and  a  man 
would  then  possess  the  gratification  of  see* 
ing  himself  a  victor,  or  at  least  of  knoMring 
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that     he   vas   comfortably  and    quietly 
dead/' 

"  Few  of  us  would  ever  arrive  in  the 
morning,  if  we  left  the  Americans  a  night 
to  gather  in  ;  and  a  halt  of  an  hour  would 
lose  us  the  advantages  of  tbe  whole  march,"* 
returned  Licmel ;  '^  Cheer  up,  my  old  com- 
rade, and  you  will'  establish  your  reputa- 
tion for  activity  for  ever ;  here  comes  a 
party  of  the  Provincials  over  the  crest  of 
the  hill  to  keep  you  in  employment." 

Polwarth  cast  a  look  of  despair  at  Lio- 
nel, as  he  muttered  in  reply — 

*' Employment!  God  knows  thtt  there 
has  not  been  a  single  muscle,  sinew,  or 
joint  in  my  body  in  a  state  of  wholesmne 
rest  for  four«and-twenty  hours  I"  Then, 
turning  to  his  men,  he  cried,  with  tones  so 
cheerful  and  animated,  that  they  seemed 
to  proceed  from  a  final  and  closing  exer- 
tion, as  he  led  them  gallantly  into  the  ap* 
proaching  fray ;  *  *  Scatter  the  dog[s,  my 
brave  friends,  away  with  them  like  gnats, 
like  moschettos,  like  leeches,  as  they  are ; 
give  it  them — lead  and  steel  by  bandsful."* 
-  -'^  On,    push    on   with  the  advance!** 
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ikouted  the  old  major  of  marines,  who 
observed  the  leading  platoons  to  stagger. 

The  voice  of  Polwarth  was  once  more 
heaid  in  the  din,  and  their  irregular  assail- 
ants sullenly  yielded  before  the  charge. 

"  On,  on  with  the  advance !  "  cried  fifty 
voices  out  of  a  cloud  of  smoke  and  dust 
that  was  moving  up  the  hill,  on  whose 
tide  this  encounter  occurred. 

In  this  manner  the  war  continued  to 
roll  slowly  onward,  following  the  weary 
and  heavy  footsteps  of  the  soldiery,  who 
had  now  toiled  for  many  miles,  surrounded 
by  die  din  of '  battle,  and  iearing  in  their 
path  the  bloody  impressions  of  their  foot-^ 
^teps.    Lionel  was  enabled  to  trace  thdir 
route,  far  towards  the  north,  by  the  bright 
red  spots,  which  lay  scattered  in  alarming 
numbers  along  the  highway,   and  in  the 
fields  through  which  the  troops  occasionally 
moved.     He  even  found  time,  in  the  in- 
terval of  rest,  to  note  the  difference  in  the 
characters  of  the  combatants.    WheneTe]" 
the  ground  or  the  circumstances  admitted 
of  a  regular  attack,  the  dying  confidence 
«f  the  troops  would  seem  restored,  and 
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they  moved  up  to  the  charg/^  with  th« 
bold  oarriagei  which  .  Jiigfa.  disc3|4ine  in* 
spires^  rending'  the  ^ir  with .  shouta^  while 
their  enemies  melted  before  their  power  in 
sullen  silence,  never  ceiling  to  use  th^ 
weapions^  however,  with  an  ex{>ertn3^s  that 
rendered  them  doubly  dsmgerous.  Tbe 
direction  of  the  columns  firequ^itly  brought 
the  troops  over  .gfound  that  had  J:>eeii 
sharply  contested  in-  front,  and  the  vie* 
tims  of  these  short  struggles  came  under 
the  eyes  of  the  ^fiti^hmenU  It  was  ne- 
eessary  to  turn  a*ideaf  ear  to  the  cries 
aiid  prayers  of  many  wounded  soldiecs, 
who*  with  horror  and  abject  lear  written  on 
every  feature  of  their  countenances,. weie 
the  helpless  witnesses  of  the  retreating 
files  of  their  comrades.  On  the  othi^r  band« 
the  American  lay  in  his  blopd,  regarding 
the  passing  detachootent  with  a  stem  and 
indignant  eye,  that  appeared  to  look  £Etr 
beyond  his  individual  suffering.  Q v^r  one 
body,  Lionel  pulled  the  reins  of  )us  Iwfse^ 
and  he  paused  a  moment  to  consider  tlie 
spectacle.  It  was  the  lifeless,  foirm  of  a 
man,  who^e  white  lock^,  hoUow  cheeks* 
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ftod  emaciated  frattie,  denoted  that  the 
bullet  which  had  stridkeii  him  to  the  earth 
had  anticipated  the  irresistible  decrees  of 
tiirie  but  a  very  few  days .  He  had  fallen 
on  his  back^  and  "his  glared  eye  expressed, 
even  in  d6alh,  the  honest  resentment  he 
ifld  felt -while  IWing ;  and  his  palsied  hand 
cbfitinued  tb '  grftspr  the  ftre^locfc,  old  >  and 
ft&e-wom,  like  its  (r^wier,  with  which  he 
had  taken  the  field '^  in  behalf  of  his 
country.  * 

'*  Where  can  a  contest  end  which  calls 
such  champions  to  its  aid!"  exclaimed 
Lionel,  observing  that  the  shadow];  of  an- 
other spectator  fell  across  the  wan  features 
of  the  dead — "  who  can  tell  where  this  tor- 
ftnt  of  blood  can  be  stayed,  or  how  many 
are  to  be  its  victims!"  .       » 

Rtoeiving  no  answer,  he  raised  his- eyes, 
and  ^co^iered  that  he  had  unwittingly  ptit 
this  Searching  question  to .  die  very  man 
whbse  t^hness  had  precipitated  the  war. 
It  wte  tfie  major  of  marines,  who  sat  look* 
mg  at'ihe  sight,  for  a  minute,  with  an  ey6 
a&  taeitnt  as  the  one  that  seemed  to  throw 
bactUs  wiM  gaze,  and  then  rousing  from 
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his  traiice,  he  buried  his  rowels  in  the 
flanks  of  his  horse,  d.iid  disappeared  in  die 
smoke  that  enveloped  a  body  of  the  gre- 
nadiers, waving  his  sword  on  high,  and 
shouting 

*'  On — push  on  with  the  advance!" 

Major  Lincoln  slowly  followed,  musing 
on  the  sc6ne  he  had  witnessed,  when,  to 
his  surprise,  he  encountered  Polwarth, 
seated  on  a  rock  Ixy  the  road  side,  looking 
with  a  listless  and  dull  eye  at  the  retreating 
columns.  Checking  his  charger,  he  inquired 
of  his  friend  if  he  were  hurt 

**  Only  melted,"  returned  the  captain; 
'^  I  have  outdone  the  speed  of  man  this 
day,  Major  Lincoln,  and  can  do  no  more. 
If  you  see  any  of  my  friends  in  dear  Eng^ 
land,  tell  them  that  I  met  my  fate  as  a  soV 
dier  should,  stationary ;  though  I  am  ac^ 
tually  melting  away  in  rivulets,  like  th^ 
snows  of  April.'' 

'^  Good  God !  you  will  not  remain  her^ 
to  be  slain  by  the  Provincials,  by  vrboii 
you  see  we  are  completely  enveloped  ?'' 

'^  I  am  preparing  a  speech  for  the^  fii^ 
Yankee  who  may  approach.     If  he   l>e 
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tnie  man  he  will  melt  into  tears  at  my  suC- 
&fing8  this  day — ^if  a  savage,  my  heits  wiB 
be  spared  the  charges  of  my  fiineral." 

Lionel  would  have  continued  his  remon** 

straaces,  but  a  fierce  encounter  between  a 

flanking  party  of  the  troops  and  a  body  of 

Ajnerieans,  drove  the  former  close  upon 

ium,  and.  leaping  the  wall  he  rallied  his 

comrades,  and  turned  the  tide  of  battle  in 

tbeir  favour.     He  was  drawn  far  from  tb^ 

spot  by  the  vicissitudes  of  the  combat,  and 

there  was  a  moment,  while  passing  from 

one  body  of  the  troops  to  another,  that  be 

fouad  himself  unexpectedly  alone,   in  a 

ou>$t  dangeroas  vicinity  to  a  small  wood. 

The  hurried  call  of  '*  pick  off  that  officer/' 

first  aroused  him  to  his  extreme  danger, 

and  he  had  mechanically  bowed  himself  on 

the  neck  of  his  charger,  in  expectation  of 

he  fetal  messengers,  when  a  voice  was 

leard  among  the  Americans,  crying,  in 

ones  that  caused  every  nerve  in  his  body 

9  thriD — 

''  Spare  him !  for  the  love  of  that  God 

ott  woraliip,  spare  him  1 " 

The  lyverwhelming  sensations  of  the  moi- 
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mfflit  pn^ented^ight,  -  aMfc  ttmyfaam§mv^ 
;bekeltl  RalfA,  ruitting  w^  fnnte  ^- 
tures,  al(nig  the  sidrts  of  tbe  otfter,  beatk^ 
up  the  fire-arnift  of  twenty  Amencttba^  and 
jepeating  his  eries  in  a  voice  Ant  Hi  not 
seem  to  belong  to  a  homaa  b«faig — then^in 
.the  confusion  which  whiried  throog^  his 
brain,  Lionel  thought  himsetf  a  prisoner,  as 
a  man,  armed  with  a  loag  itfle,  glided  from 
the  wood,  and  laid  his  hand  on  the  rein  of 
his  bridle,  saying  earnestly — 

''  Tis  a  bloody  day,  and  Grod  will  n- 
member  it ;  but  if  Major  Lincohi  will  ride 
straight  down  the  hill>  the  people  wont 
fire  for  fear  of  hitting  Job ;  and  when  Job 
fires  he'll  shoot  that  granny  who's  getting 
over  the  wall,  and  there'll  never  be  a  stir 
about  it  in  Funnell-Hall." 

Lionel  wheeled  away  quicker  thao 
thought,  and  as  his  charger  took  loi^  and 
desperate  leaps  down  the  slight  declivity, 
he  heard  the  shouts  of  the  Amcricaos 
behind  him,  the  crack  of  Job's  rifle,  and 
the  whizzing  of  the  bullet  which  the 
changeling  sent,  as  he  had  promised^  in  a 
direction  to  do  him  no  harm.     On  gadning 


a  fik»  ^  cvfli^aaatHfe.  adfelyt  be  found 
Piteain  in  tlie  act  4i  abaudomng  his 
bleeiuigliorae>  tiie  close. afid  bitter  attacks 
of  tho  PnrriDQials  r^ideriog  it  fio  longer 
safe  fiw  an  officer  to  be  seen  riding  on  the 
flaob  of  the  detachment.  Lionel,  though 
he  valued  his  steed  highly,  had  also  re* 
ceived  w  masiy  intimations  of  the  danger- 
ous notice  he  hsA  attracted,  that  he  was 
^Qoa  obliged  to  foMow*  this  example,  and 
he  saw,  with  deep  regm*  the  noble  animal 
scoanng  across  the  fields  with  a  loose 
rein,  snorting  and  snuffing  the  tainted 
air.  He  now  joined  A  party  of  the  com- 
bataats  on  foot,  and  c<mtinued  to  animate 
them  to  new  exertions  daring  the  remain- 
der of  the  tedious  way. 

From  the  moment  the  spires  of  Boston 
met  the  view  of  the  troops,  the  struggle 
hecaiw  intensely  interesting.  New  vigour 
was  imparted  to  their  weary  frames  by  the 
cheering  sight,  and  assuming  once  more 
the  air  of  high  martial  training,  they  bore 
up  against  the  assaults  of  their  enemies 
^'ith  renewed  spirit.  On  the  oth^er  hand, 
the  Americans  seemed   aware   that  the 
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^9^|it»  ,,9l'  yw«eaaee  were  parsing 
s;wi&{y  Awayi  and  boys  and  grey-heaied 
Y^^^Jdi^.  ^ofinded  and  the-fifCtiv^,  cro^rded 
around  their  inraders,  as  if  eager  to  obtain 
^  ^Bu^g  b)ow»  Evan  the  peaceful  mkb- 
teF3  of.  God  were  knoin/gi  to  take  die  fidd 
OQ  that  memorabk^  Occabion^  and;,  mingling 
wit)i  thcAr  ,  parishionen^  tk)  brave  every 
ii^ger  in  a  cause  which  they  believed  in 
consonance  with  ti^ir  holy'  calling.  The 
sun  was  sinking  QtBf  this  land,  aiifl  the 
situation  of  the  detachineflt  had  become 
nearly  desperate^  when  Percy  abandoned 
the  idea  of  rea^iug  the  Ifedc,  across 
which  he  had  proudly  marched  that  numi- 
iag  from  Boston,  and  strained  ever^  nerve 
to  get  the  remainder  of  his  command 
within  the  peninsula  of  Charlestowni  The 
crests  and  the  sides  of  the  heights  were 
alive  wit^L  men,  and  as  the  shad^  of 
evening  closed  about  the  combatants,  the 
bosoms  of  the  Americana  beat  high,  with 
hope,  while  they  witnessed  the  ihlfering 
stqis  and  slackened  fire  of  the  troops. 
But  high  discipline,  finally  so  fiur  prevailed 
as  to  snatch  the  £nglis(L  from  the  very 


grasp  of  dcfttnictioti,  Mid  iftn&bled  them  to 
jjaoi  the  narMw  entrafiMf  td  the  desired 
ihelter^  joit  as  night  had  ooffie  ap{>iireiitly 
to  seal  their  doom. 

Lionel  stood  leaning  agaimt  a  fence,  as 
this  fine  body  of  men,  which  a  few  hours 
befiire  had.  thou^t  themi^elves  equal  to  a 
inarch  through  the  colonies,  defiled  slowly 
and  baavily  by  him^  dragging  their  weary 
and  eyhwsted  limbs  u^  the  toilsome  ascent 
of  Bunker^Hill.  The  haughty  eyes  of 
mat  of  the  offices  wer^  bent  to  the  earth 
ia  shame ;  aad  the  common  herd,  even  in 
tittt  place  of  eecurity,  cast  many  an  anxious 
giaace  behind  them,  to  asawe  themselves 
tfaat  ihe  deepised  inhabitants  of  the  Pro- 
viaca  went  no  longer  pressing  on  their 
iioMstepa.  Platoon  after  platoon  passed, 
each  aaai^  compelled  to  depend  on  his  o^ni 
wearied  limbs  for  support,  until  Lionel  at 
last  saw  a  solitary  horseman  slowly  as- 
cending among  the  crowd.  To  his  utter 
amazement  and  great  joy,  as  this  officer 
approQcbed,  he  beheld  Polwarth,  mounted 
OQ  his  own  steed,  riding  towards  him,  with 
a  face  of  the  utmost  complacency  and  com* 

n2 
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posure.  The  dress  of  the  captain  was 
torn  in  many  places,  and  the  housings  of 
the  saddle  were  cut  into  ribands,  while 
here  and  there  a  spot  of  clotted  blood,  on 
the  sides  of  the  beast,  served  to  announce 
the  particular  notice  the  rider  had  received 
from  the  Americans.  The  truth  was  soon 
extorted  from  the  honest  soldier.  The 
love  of  life  had  returned  with  the  sight  of 
the  abandoned  charger.  He  acknowledged 
it  bad  cost  hilft  hi^  watch  to  have  the  beast 
caught ;  but  onc#  j36tablished  in  the  sad- 
dJe,  no  danger,  nbr  any  remonstrances, 
could  induce  him  to  itelinquish  aaeatwhich 
he  found  so  consoling  a&er  all  the  fatigue 
ai^  moti<m  of  that  evil  day,  in  which  he 
had  been  compelled  to  share  in  the  oala- 
iuties  of  those  who  fought  on  the  side  of 
^e  crown,  in  the  memorable  battle  of  iLex- 
ingtOD. 
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CtiAPTERXI. 

"  /fird:->Is  Knot  lawfto1>  an* please  your  majettj, 

While  a  strong  party  of  the  royal  troopi^ 
todL  post  on  the  heigtit  which  commanded 
the  ap{m>ach  to  theii^  position^  the  re- 
mafaider  p^ietrated  deep»  into  the  penln- 
safaty  or  were  transported  by  the  boats  of 
tiie  ieet  to  tbe  town  of  Boston.  Lionel 
and  Polwarth  passed  the  strait  with  the 
firit  division  of  the  wonnded>  the  former 
havings  no  duty  to  detain  him  any  longer 
with  the  detachment,  and  the  latter  stoutly 
maintaining  that  his  corporeal  sufferings  gave 
him  an  undoubted  claim  to  include  his  case 
among  the  casualties  of  the  day.  Perhaps 
no  officer  in  the  army  of  the  king  felt  less 
chagrin  at  the  result  of  this  inroad  than 
Major  Lincoln ;  for  notwithstanding  his  at- 
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taohm^it  to  hifirPiince,  and  aiiopfted  coon- 
try,  he  was. keenly  sensitive  oa  the  subject 
of  the  reputation  of  his  real  countrymen; 
a  sentiment  that  is  honourable  to  our  oa* 
ture,  and  which  never  deserts  any  that  do 
not  become  disloyal  to  its  purest  and  noblest 
impulses.    Even  while  he  regretted  the 
pricue  at  which  his  comrades  had  been 
taught    to  appreciate   the  characters   of 
those  whose  long  and  mild   forbearance 
had  been  misconstrued  into  pusiUamnuty, 
he  rejoiced  that  the  eyes  of  the  more 
aged  would  now  be  opened  to  the  truth, 
and  that  the  mouths  of  the  young  and 
thoughtless  were  to  foe  for  ever  closed  in 
shame.    Although  the  actual  losses  of  the 
two  detachments  were  probably  conceded 
from  motives  of  p<^y»  it  was  early  ac* 
knowledged  to  amount  to  about  one-*sixth 
of  the  whole  number  employed. 

On  the  wharf,  Lionel  and  Polwarlh  se* 
parated;  the  latter  agreeing  to  repair 
speedily  to  the  private  qnarteis  of  his 
friend»  where  he  promised  himself  a  solace 
for  the  compulsory  abstinence  and  priva- 
tions of  his  long  mar^h,  and  the  former 


witb  a  vient  to  aJlaf.  tiie'  oteasihesg'  wliioh 

thfia«Qr0t«iidflsttexn^itdin|iftrkig»<»3tt^ 

tangta:  him  to  beliMB  his  fiuiiiyoimg  JdttB- 

WDDien msnld  IM in  hU tehid£    Mcfmy 

comer  he  efteofimterad  ^gmipii  of  earnclit 

tovBtmea,  listemng  with  gready  Wit  ^ 

tb  particnlara  of  the  contest,  «vfe^  w»flc«> 

iog  sway  directed  at  Jdbe  4^irit  ejdiihiiMd 

by  that  country  they  had  vilified  -  to  -its 

oppRMora,  bat  moktut  th«m  regaording 

the  pasnng  ferm  fif  ova^  whose  diaoMMred 

dias  auKniaoed  hia  partaeipatiQn  ia  the 

tftir,  witk  ^ancea  ef  ^stam  tffKtia^Buttiao^ 

As  Lionel  tapped  at  the  doot  of  Mta. 

Lechaieie,    he  foegot  hia  fatigue;    and 

wboiit  epanedy  and  be  bdiold  Cecil  a1»fldv 

ing  in  the  hall,  wtth  every  liaeamenC  of 

her  foe  ooantenance  eKpveaaing  the  -pmmtt 

of  har  emodona,  be  no  longer  rememlmted 

those  trying  dangera   he  Juul  ap  lately 

escaped. 

'*  lionel  r  •SEelaimed  the  yoong  lady^ 
clasping  h^r  hands  with  joy — *'  himMi^ 
sad  anlimt  i'*    The  Mood  rualied  froniher 


into  a  B^4iffi^mirJiff^:f&oidkiar  ftdmitSi. 
id  Agom^l^rnhf^  ^tfiuelVr^  Aimv^wKk*  *»- 
4i9g|ii^-  p)^aeffr^rQMitvK»^itfi«  vbMfi 
^^Ai(ipgl«  qpD(i<9ii^di|4MlMtonibfaiing 

iiff  jfffil  fi^«ll«Wr-^[ra~<£b  ;/.•)  to  83n.>! 
"  Your  march  has  been  well '  sMtfaded^ 
^jfM:.  LiimoIb  iiMfft^  A» Vff»  >viftaktovr3 
,|,hav»se^n  soiae^i^i^erhaBiRnlnr^dMutbe 
g^  feople.  Qf>  ^,M«}aMd«i««ttiJhne 
i^^  to  tiieir  vi^H^rfi/'..  -:iii  >i  7.u  t>3<mo' 
.  '5  0^  my  scmU  i£  Ujimct  tttfk^rttfce 
dreadful  consequences  which  must  fclhwi> 
X  x^oice  as  w«U  as  yoiirself>.«l.^.tl|te  invents 
pf-^the  flay,"  said  lanooln;  "jJi9KJ%10^ 
afe,i|eT€^,fiertaia  9f  their  ng^i^iuiitijlithcy 

^9 xespec^ied*"  .      ?  i  .iju'w" >' 

"  Tell  me  then  all,  cousin  .JUnonlih  ^ 

^  ll^ay  know  ,how    to  hwst  9fi  fssff  pa- 


''M9W,'  ChM,^' .  a^  '  feMlnilfikea^  as  he 
^skM,  ^  ttiete  is  an  end  for  eFVBr  of  those 
Vtsag  taimto  4itat^  tia^e  so  long  insttked  otir 
«s !  ButTou  faio^/^  she  added,  with  ^ 
dight  blush,  and  ft  ^stoile  most  comically 
2idk,  ''  I  had  a  d^nbtoi  Hstake  in  the  for- 
tunes of  the  day — my  country  and  my 
truelwer  ,  s'     . 

*'  Oh !  be  at  ease ;  your  worshipper  has 
returned,  whole  in  body,  and  suffering  in 
nuad  only  through  your  cruelty— *he  per- 
fonned  the  route  with  wonderful  address 
^  xeally  showed  himself  a  soldier  in 
da^er. 

''  Nay,  Major  Lincoln/'  returned  Agnes, 
^  falnshingj  thoug];!  she  laughed,  ^*  yot 
do  not  mean  to  insinuate  that  Peter 
Polwarth  has  walked  forty  miles  between 
the  lismg  and  setting  of  the  sun.'' 

''  Between  two  sun-sets  he  has  done 
the  deed,  if  you  except  a  trifling  prtm^" 
nadt  a  cheval,  on  my  own  steed,  whom 
Jonathan  compelled  me  to  abandon,  and 

h3 


2tl^'  Lim^Vnitbk!^. 


p<fMM«$ion«.tbo^  ih  spiMKf  -ddagtrs  of'  «^«rf 

kiad.'i  '  •  .   ■•  •   . 

i^fBeaUy,"    exelaiAed  the  ifrilftd  girl, 

c^lBJting  het  handi  in  i^eted  astbntsTi- 
metit,  though  lionei  thoii^ 'he  cpu!d 
reaid ' ihward  iafisftu:tvdti  at'  his  in^lligence 
-^**th«'frro^Bgies  of  the  thAri  exceed  be- 
H«f !  KMe  "wants  'the  faith  of'  fkther'Abn- 
Hattft  to  fci^dit  su6h'in^a¥Ve^ !  thongh,  ^er 
the  repulse  of  two  dibusand  British  soldf  ers 
bfufeody  of  husftfeftidmett,  I  urn  prepared 
for  itn  exceeding  n^  of  my  CTednfity/* 

**The  moment  is  then  auspicious  for  my 
fnetid^^  whispet^  Lionel  ri^ng  to  fbllow 
the  flifting  Ibrm  of  Cecil  Dyiievor,  which 
he  saw  Riding  into  the  opposite  room,  as 
Pdl^mrtk  himself  entered  the  apartment— 
^  tkejiiiilityiB  said  to  be  the  great  weakness 
of  your  sex,  and  I  must  leftVe  you  li*  nto- 
ment  eikposed  to  die  foiling,  and  diat,  too, 
in  the  dangerous  company  of  %be  subject 
df  oKkr  discourse/^ 

'  *•  Now  wbuld  you  give  half  your  *opes 
€^  proiDOtion,  and  all  your  hopes  of  ft  war, 
Captain  PolwarA,  to  know  in  what  manner 


your  Qbtw/bBf  hmrheen  .tfeaMid  m  your> 

"I  shall  not,  however,  satisfy  tiie  craviK^ 
of  your  eummty^  ^ut^  Mt  it  setve  m^^  ftti-^ 
mulant  to  bett^^eeds  th^  have  emplo^i^d 
70U  since  we  4net  lasC 

'^I  ^ufit  lineoln  has  d^^  j^^*^^  ^  foy 
service,^'    retfiroed  '4:he    £^q;]-hummFed 
Obtain,  «and  t\\0X  ^e..haA;H^t  neglected 
to  mentioQ  the  ntavQi^i^fn  which  I  rawHed^ 
his  steed  from  4he.re]i)pJ^*'  , .    ^ 

''  TI19  what,  sk/'  f  Ift^rrupted  Agnes, 

with  afrowor— *^how.  difl  ypu  style  the 
good  people  of  Massachusetts^Bay  ?" 

*^I  should  have  said  theexdted  dwellers 
in  the  land,  I  believe.  Ah  J  Miss  Agnes, 
I  have  suflered  this  day  as  a  man  never' 
su&red  before,  and  all  on  yioor  befaal^'^ 

'^Od  my  behalf! — ^your  words  retfoire 
expknatkm,  Captdin  Polwartbb*^ 

**  ^Tjs  impossible,^  returned  the  Captain 
~*'  diere  are  feelings  and  actions  con^ 
nected  with  the  heart  that  will  admit  -of  no 
explanation.  All  I  know  is,  that  I  have 
suffered  unutterably  on  your  account^  to-: 


9S0  uamwL\hiasLWkt» . 

d0||t»;l  lOtti/lKiift^ittiimittteralitei^  iiKatSM^ 

'*  I  shall  set  this  down  for  whtit;2:]M|(ler- 

lio9''i  ^f  t4j;0tjybteQS:^*titiife  evpre»iiAi:o£iHi 
.UQiiitlef iUei  jlhingJ  Siiirelyi  Major  Linfiobi 
^4  9a«ib  amMK>a  to/biilbBWtti'hetteftlm^at 

ttheimercyiof- «iy  owdulHy.!'? 
>  !f  YotK^adei;  .}K)itr  ojira  johatecte^,  iinr 
Agnes/'  said  Polwarth,  endeavoimog  to 
JflBok  pitxBousi}^;  ^.'^oii  9dre  iietither  JDt^rcitul 
jfior  credulous,  onfydu  imtild.kMig  since 
jhafve  believed  myoUltfy  and  taken  psIjiOD 
jny  misery*^       .   i     .. 

"  Is  not  sympaidiy  a  sort-*— s  ki»d*-in 

short,  is  not  sympathy  a  ^eadful.  symptom 

'ii»>i  certain  disease?"  asked  Agties^  cestiag 

^her  eyed  on  the  floor,  and  afTecting  a  giiii^ 

' embanrrassment.  -  i* 

*<Wfao  can  gainsay  it!''  cried  thei Cap- 
tain, ^^'tis  the  infallible  way  for  a  yousg 
lady  to  discover  the  bent  of  her  indina^ 
tions.  'Hiousands  have  lived  in  ^tfrisice 
of  their  own  afiections  until  their  synaipatbies 
have  been  awakened.    But  what  means  the 


to  flatter  myjself  that  ycaklsB&ibpgldi  te^fik 

^Mh/Afettm^  A^BM^'ilitikiiig'herhmd, 
ividicdhtihui^g  ^ « icR)k  eseeedingiy  '^Mi^e. 

animatioii  again,  Itiiigfaer/to  vth0>  ^aillilrtd 
gifl^^iidtiittefaptedf^to  talb<iiiieriha£d;  as 
faejBaid^--^  -  •!  «» »   ,(ljijr//l«  -:    •  ,..'i.*fi;jA 

*^  You  -natare  mt  ito'|ife  \eith :  your  swedt 
ackooviedlgMefrtff-td'  (have  lived  ^  iflix 
months  Itiw  a  Uog  .obdeTnyour  frowns^  bat 
one  kind  word  acts  like  a  healing  balm,  and 
restores  me  to  myself  k^apn  !'' 

";Then  my  sympathy  is  evaporated  J" 
returned  Agnes. .  ^  Throughout,  this  loag 
and.  anxious  day  have  I  fiincied.  mye»\{ 
older  than  my  good,  staid,  great-aQiii;:and 
whenever  certain  thou^Bts  Jiave*  crwi^d  my 
nwd^  I  have.even  imagined  a  thousandiof 
the  ailin§a  of  af^  had  en<)ircled;  me-r-irhi^n- 
mitisais,  gouts,  asthmay,  md  n}miberJ«9s 
other .  aohes  and  pain«». .  exceedingly  ,unb$^ 
coming  to  a  young  lady  of*  ninett^^  fiif t 
you  have  enlightened  me,  and  given  vast 


Fidi^arth*  what  ft  wife  yoj*  irfU  »()M»w» 
should  I  evenr  to  a  \<r«^.  ,iEiafii9tit,  va«oept 
yotti  for  I  have  i^irei^x su^ne^ M^hilf 
ydur burtbeoB r.  .  <..  ;' 

^^A-miin  it  ntA  m^e  (bp . be  itt  ^ooflttnt 
motion,  like  the  pendulum  of  th«t  dopk, 
Mi9s  DMfonkh,^  nudic^^d;  fe^l  no  fiitigue," 
said  Polwarth,  mojMi^vimd  than  he  MfduU 
pennit  hiniself  to  bo^y <}  <  ^*  y ft  I  flatter 
myself  them  ia  no^ailf^  in  the  lightr io&nr 
try«^yott  undecatand-iine  to.  say  tb€  light- 
infiintry— who  ha4  pfflied  over  more  graund 
within  four<*and-t»^ty  hours,  than  thfi'ioaa 
who  hastens^  notwithataiidiiig  his  exftloits 
to  throw  himself  at  your  &et«  ei^ea  befofe 
he  thinks  of  his  ordinaiy  rest*" 

**  C^ttixk  Piilwarthy''  said  Agnasi  rvifigf 
^  for  the  complimentp  if  complimanfl  ift^ 
I  thank  yon  }  but,"  aheadded^  losing 'her 
affected  gravity  in  a  strong  nafenral  fedjng 
that  shone  in  her  dark  eye.  Mid  iUimdaaled 
the  whole  c(  her  fine  countenanieet  as  :she 
laid  her  hand  impresMvaly  oa  her  hear^ 
«<  the  man  who  will^  sn^^laot  the  feelings 


MJiteb  mturd1iai9tti^#eft^d:h«i«,  tnWt  not 
cottfe  to  iny  1^,  fas  yDtl  eoll  it,  fronn  n^fieldl 
of  bmUe^ '  ^ete  he  lite  been  coai^indin^ 
wittimy>kiMtttmi,'atMl'  helpisg^  to  enslave 
niyicmtftry.  Tota  wlH  extxae  me,  sir,*  but 
as  Major  Lincoln  is  at  home  hepe,  permit 
me,  for  a  ftiw  min^teS)  to  leave  }^u  to  bis 

She  withdrew  as  Lipriel  re-entered,  pass* 
isg  bim  loti  ihA  tbnrifoldi 

'*  I  wduk!  tathfeir  ^b&ll  leader  in  a  stages 
coach,  or  a  niniling  fW^rthlan^  Hian  in  love  f" 
cried  Polwarth^— « *fis  a^  dog's  life,  Leo, 
2Md  this  girl  treats  nye^Iike  aeart-horsel 
But  what  an  eye  she  has!  I  eould  have 
%hted  my  eegar  by  it— my  heart  is  a  heap 
of  cinders.  Why,  Leo,  what  aileth  thee  I 
throughout  the  whole  of  this  damnable  day, 
Ihave  not  befwe  seen  thee  bear  such  a 
mmbled  look !" 

^  Let  BB  widi^w  to  my  prmte  quar* 
ten,''  mnfelered  the  young  man,  whose 
aspeot  apnd  air  expressed  the  marks  of  ex* 
treme  dieturbance — •*  'tis  time  to  repair  the 
disasters  of  onr  march*** 
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*^  All  that  ha»  beM<ifr6a4i]^>iddkell^t0k" 
said  Polwartbvn^f)gai]d'iltt^g}widl*Mi- 
dry  grimaces^  inthe'be^t  UnfetdtieF  he^xtts 
able,  in  a  vaiil  efibrt  to  equal  the  rapid 
strides  of  his  companion.  <*  My  iirst  busi- 
ness on  leaving  you  was  to  borrow  a  con- 
veyance of  a  friend,  in  which  I  rode  to  your 
place ;  and  my  next  was  to  write  to  little 
Jimmy  Craig,  to  offer  "an  exchange  of  my 
company  for  his — ^forfrom  this  hour  hence- 
forth I  denounce  all  light-infantry  move- 
ments, and  shaU  take^  the  first  opportuoity 
to  get  back  again  into  the  dragoons,  as 
soon  as  I  have  affected  which.  Major  Lin- 
coln, I  propose  to  treat  with  you  for  the 
purchase  of  that  horse — after  that  doty 
was  performed,  for,  if  self-preservation  be 
commendable,  it  became  a  duty,  I  made 
out  a  bill  of  fare  for  Meriton,  in  order  tfiat 
nothing  might  be  forgotten';  after  which, 
like  yourself  Lionel,  I  hastened  to  thd  feet 
of  my  mistress — Ah !  Major  Lincoln,  you 
are  a  happy  man  ;  for  you,  there*  is  no  re- 
ception but  smiles — and  charms  so*' — 

••  Talk  not  to  me,  sir,  of  smiles,"  inter- 


nifleib  J[^D^4«fij>#i§0tl)i}n  "tnctr  ioC  the 
«prH»>'%»Bdt.vnafi«»ompttabJe," ,  >  ..;.iiy  y  <h 

«8.§bfl»rt  H*"'"^  .^''QuAef.'fc  S'  th#t^>i?'A«i»' 

%m  %,«?PPi .  lift,  thiii^laoek  .v5hQh)»aibti« 
%■  Aft  =JKi«fl!iiJ3(ih«Tfl  .Wfi^k  jpfrmjgp  ,«<»n, 

compwith./jOlf.iHiifn^j^  make  a  seijpw 

walbrflaifc  toitiba^  tt*vmgwhte  .vixen,  wl^Ji 
s}^  r^^ul^^  me  with^  a.fl{[Q>m  and  a  s^caipt 
^  ^ti^,^  ihe  salutation  of  a  hung]!7:p^an4 
But  wlxatan.  eye  the  girl  has.  m^y(M  ^ 
blc^y.  when  she  is  a  little  more  ^^asp^^d 
tb^  ,  ppnmion !  Then  you,  too,  Lionel, 
haye  been  treated  like  a  dog !  *' 

''  lake  A  fooU  as  I  am/'  said  Lioneli 
pac^g  .haughtily  over  the  ground  at  a  rate 
that  soon  threw  his  companion  too  far  in 
the  rear  to  admit  of  further  discourse  un* 
til  they  reached  the  place  of  their  destina- 


tion.    Here,  to.aoiftwaU  wrpmeofbotfa 
gentlemen^  they  £pund  a  compaAj  icolkcted 
that  neither  wm  prepared  to  meet    At  a 
side  table,  sat  M'Fuse,  discussangi  vnth 
singular  relish,  some  of  the  cold  viands  of 
the  previous  lught's  repast,  and  washing 
down  his  morsels  with  deep  potations  of 
the  best  wine  of  his  host.     In  one  comer 
of  the  room,  Seth  Sage  was  posted,  with 
the  appearance  of  maa  in  duresse,  his  hands 
being  tied  before  him,  from  which  depended 
a  long  cord  that  might,  on  emergency,  be 
made  to  serve  the  purpose  of  a  haker. 
Opposite  to  the  prisoner,  for  such  in  truth 
he  was,  stood  Job,  imitating  the  example 
of  the  Captain  of  Grenadiers,  who  now 
and  then  tossed  some  fragment  of  his  meat 
into  the  hat  of  the  simpleton.    Meriton 
and  several  of  the  menials  of  the  establish- 
ment were  in  waiting. 

"What  have  we  here!*'  cried  Lionel, 
regarding  die  scene  with  a  curious  eye; 
"  of  what  offence  has  Mr.  Sage  been  guilty, 
that  he  bears  those  bonds  ? '' 

^*Qf  the  small  crimes  of  tr'ason  and 
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homicide/'  rttiiraed M^Fwe,  "if  shooting 
at  a  man,  trith  a  hearty  mind  to  kill  him 
can  make  a  murdtf  •'^ 

*'It  can't,''  laid  Seth,  raising  his  ejes 
from  the  floor,  where  he  had  hitherto  kept 
them  in  demure  silence ;   *'  a  man  must 

kill  with  wicked  intent  to  commit  mur^ 

der*'— 

'^  Hear  to  the  blackguard,  detailing  the 
law  as  if  he  were  my  Lord  Chief  Justice  of 
the  King's  Beqch ! "  interrupted  the  gr&. 
Qsdier ;  ^  and  what  was  your  own  wicked 
intention,  ye  skulking  vagabond,  but  to 
^  me !  Ill  have  you  tried  and  hung  for 
the  same  act." 

''It's  i^in  reason  to  believe  that  any 
jury  ^1  convict  one  man  for  the  murd«r 
of  another  that  a'n*t  dead,"  said  Seth-^ 
there's  no  Jury  to  be  found  in  the  Bay- 
colony,  to  do  it." 

**  Bay-Colony  1  ye  murdering  thief  and 
rebel!  cried  the  Captain;  '^111  have  ye 
transported  to  England ;  ye  shall  be  both 
transported  and  hung.  By  the  Lord,  I'll 
c^vry  ye  back  to  Ireland  with  me,  and  1*11 
hang  ye  up  in  the  green  Island  itself^  and 
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\  !^^Bi(t  what 'is  the  ofl^noe^''  denlaoded 
Lionel)  *f4iiat>  calU  fortii^  theee  ^erere 
threats?" 

♦<  The  Bdmndrel  has  been  out '*^— 

"Out!"  • 

"  Ay,  out^Mlamn  it,  sir,  has  not  the 
whole  country'  been  like  so  masy  bees  in 
search  of  a  hive !  Is  your  memory  so  short 
that  ye  forget,  alrtody.  Major  Lincoln,  the 
tramp  the  blackgaards  iiave  giiren  you  ovei 
hill  and  dale,  thrcnigh  thick  and  thin/' 

"  And  was  Mr;  Sage,  then;  £bund  among 
our  enemies  to  day  ?'* — 

"  Didn't  I  see  him  pull  tri^^  on  mj 
own  stature,  three  times  within  as  maaj 
minutes!"  returned  the  angry  captaio; 
"  and  didn't  he  break  the  handle  <of  my 
sword  ?  and  have  not  I  a  bit  of  lead  he 
calls  a  buck«shot  in  my  shoulder  aa  a  pre- 
sent from  the  thief  ?" 

"  It's  ag'in  all  law  to  call  a  man  a  thief,^ 
said  Job,  "  unless  you  can  prove  it  npon 
him  ;  but  it  an't  ag'in  law  to  go  in  and  out 
of  Boston  as  often  as  you  choose/' 


^'Dojoiit)e»thi9^Tdscab!  They  know 
eyery  angle  of  the  law  as  well,  or  better 
tiuwl  do  mygdf,  who  am  the  son  of  a 
Cork  counsellor.  I  dare  to  say,  you  were 
amoDg  them  too,  and  that  ye  deserve  the 
gallows  as  well  w  your  commendable  com- 
panion, there." 

^'How  is  this!"  said  Lionel,  turning 
quickly  away  from  Job^  with  a  view  to  pre- 
vent a  reply  that  might  endanger  the  safety 
of  the  changeling ;  "did  you  not  only 
Qungle  in  this  rebellion,  Mr.  Sage,  but  also 
attempt  the  life  of  a  gentleman  who  may  be 
^d,  almost,  to  be  an  inmate  of  your  own 
house  ?" 

"  I  conclude,"  returned  Seth,  "  it's  best 
not  to  talk  too  much,  seeing  that  no  one 
ca»  fbretell  what  may  happen." 

''Hear  to  the  cunning  reprobate!  he 
*»siiot  the  grace  to  acknowledge  his  own 
"^ins,  like  an  honest  man,''  interrupted 
M'Fuse ;  •*  but  I  can  save  him  that  small 
^rouble-^I  got  tired,  you  must  know,  Major 
Liiicoln,  ef  being  shot  at  like  noxious  Ver- 
n)ifl,  &om  morning  till  night,  without 
making  someTetum  to  the  compliments  of 
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those  geHtbeoieit'wlKs'iire  Idbt  bnHHe  &ilk; 
and  I  tookiadbrantage  of  4i<  ^funii  ye  s6e»  to 
double  on  a{»rtyaf  llie  uAdniliaed^ demons; 
this  lad,  here,  got  three  good  puUb  nt  «ie, 
before  we  dotedn  and  made- »i  end  of 
them  with  the  stiedi,' all  baft  this  fetto^  who 
having  a  becoming  look  iEbr  a  gaiiows,  I 
brought  hitti  in^  «&  you  see^  for  an  exchange, 
intending  to  hang Jiim  the:  first  favoursd)le 
opportunity/* 

^*  If  this-  bd  tfioe'iRfe.mudt  gtre  hkA  into 
the  hands  of  thQiprnperautbcMities^^^  said 
liooely  flmilingiittheeon&sed  aeoeuDtof 
the  angry  oaptaint^^  for  it  remaiim  to  be 
seen  yet  what  course  will  be  adopted  with 
the  prisoners  in  this  singular  cxmusstr* 

^  I  should  think  nothing  <Kf  the  aoaiter/' 
returned  M'FiBe»  **  if  the  veprobate  had 
not  tr'ated  me  lik«  a  beaiet  of  the  fidd>^R^ 
his  bock^^ahot)  and  taking  his  ttra*  eadh 
timei  as  diough  I  had  been  a  mad^dog.  Yt 
TiUain,  do  you  call  yours^  a  mm%^  and 
aim  at  a  feUow*creature  as  yon  woi^  at  a 
brute  r 

''  Why,"  said  Seth,  sullenly,  ^'  when  a 
man  has  pretty  nuurh  made  up  his  mind  to 


%fat,  I  <tQnc}vd%,  ijt'8  bett  to  take  aim^  in 
orderiQ  jBasr^  wimotiitton  mA itime«^ 
"  Yqu^  MkoowJbdge  the  :charge  then !" 

"  jb  thi^  major  is  a.  modetate  inan»  and 
^  hev  to  reason,  L  i«»ili  talk  the  matter 
over  wilh  him  rationally/'  said  Seth,  dispos- 
\og  himi^df  to  speak  more  to  the  purpose. 
''  You  8ee  I  had  a  sfiosaU  call  to  Concilrd 
early  this  morning**— 
'*  Coficofd !"  exckumed  Lionel^ 
'^  Tes^  Concurd,"  retpcsied  Seth,  laying 
great  stress  on  the  first  syttablei  and  speak- 
ing with  an  air  of  extreme  iqnocence-*-'*  it 
lies  heretatray*  say  twenty  or    one-and- 
twenty  miles"— 

*'  Damn  your  Concords  and  your  miles 
too,"  cried  Polwartb ;  ''is  there  a  man  in 
thersimy  who  can  forget  the  deceitful  place ! 
Qq  on  with  your  defence^  without  talkii^ 
to  us  of  the  distance^  who  ha^re  measured 
the  road  by  iocheSi*' 

"The  captain  is  hasty  And  rash  !'*  said 
the  deliberate  prisoner-*^*^  but  being  there, 
I  went  oat  of  the  town  with  some  company 
that  I  happened  in  with ;  and  after  a  time 
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we  concladed  to  return— -and  so,  as  we 
came  to  a  bridge  about  a  mile  beyond  the 
place,  we  received  considerable  rough 
treatment  from  some  of  the  king's  troops, 
who  were  standing  there — *' 

'^  What  did  they  ?" 

*^  They  fired  at  us,  and  killed  two  of  our 
company,  besides  other  threatening  doings. 
There  were  some  among  us  that  took  the 
matter  up  in  considerable  earnest,  and 
there  was  a  sharp  toss  about  it  for  a  few 
minutes  :  though  finally  the  law  prevailed." 

«  The  law !" 

'*  Certain— *tis  ag'in  all  law,  I  believe  the 
major  will  own  to  shoot  peaceable  men  on 
the  public  highway !" 

"  Proceed  with  your  tale  in  your  own 
way/' 

"  That  is  pretty  much  the  whole  of  it/' 
said  Seth,  warily.  "  The  people  ratlier 
took  that,  and  some  other  things  that  hap- 
pened at  Lexington,  to  heart,  and  I  sup- 
pose the  major  knows  the  rest," 

"  But  what  has  all  this  to  do  with  your 
attempt  to  murder  me,  you  hypo- 
crite ?" 
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dtofflide*  M^^twe^i^^  €o«feflf&-:the  Whole, 
yelfief,  that  Tmayiittng  jroa  with  an  aisy 
conscience**^ 

^  Bfiougb,^  sard  OLionel ;  ^  the  man  has 
acknowledged  sufficient  already  to  jtistify 
us  in  transferring  him  to  the  custody  of 
otheiU'-^let  him  bd  taken  to  the  main  guard, 
and  ddivered'as  a  prisoner  of  this  day/' 

"  I  hope  the  major  will  look  to  the 
things^''  said  Seth,  who  instantly  prepared 
to  depart,  but  stopped  on  the  threshold  to 
speak— *^  I  shall  hold .  him  accountable  for 
all.'' 

"  Your  property  shall  be  protected,  and 
I  hope  your  life  may  not  be  in  jeopardy,'* 

returned  Lionel,  waving  his  hand  for  those 
vho  guarded  him  to  proceed.  Seth  turned, 
and  left  his  own  dwelling  with  the  same 
quiet  air  which  had  distinguished  him 
throughout  the  day;  though  there  were 
occasional  flashes-  from  his  quick,  dark 
eyes,  that  looked  like  the  glimmerings  of  a 
fading  fire.  Notwithstanding  the  threat- 
ening denunciation  he  had  encountered,  he 
ieft  die  house  with  a  perfect  conviction, 

VOL.  I.  o 
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that  if  his  case  were  to  be  tried  by  those 
principles  of  justice  which  every  man  in  the 
Colony  so  well  understood,  it  would  be 
found  that  both  he  and  his  fellows  had  kept 
thoroughly  on  the  windy  side  of  the  law. 

During  this  singular  and  characteristic 
discourse,  Folwarth,  with  the  solitary  ex- 
ception we  have  recorded,  had  employed 
his  time  in  forwarding  the  preparations  for 
the  banquet.* 

As  Seth  and  his  train  disappeared,  Lionel 
cast  a  furtive  look  at  Job,  who  was  a  quiet 
and  apparently  an  undisturbed  spectator  of 
the  scene,  and  then  turned  his  attention 
suddenly  to  his  guests,  as  if  fearful  the 
folly  of  the  changeling  m^ht  betray  his 
agency  also  in  the  deeds  of  the  day.  The 
simplicity  of  the  lad,  however,  defeated  the 
kind  intentions  of  the  major,  for  he  imme- 
diately observed,  without  the  least  indica- 
tion of  fear — 

**  The  king  can't  hang  Seth  Sage  for 
firing  back,  when  the  rake^helly  soldiers 
began  first" 

*^  Perhaps  you  were  out  too,  master  So- 
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lomoD,"  cried  M*Fuse,  •*  amusing  yourself 
at  Concord,  with  a  small  party  of  select 
friends!" 

"  Job  didn't  go  any  further  than  Lexing* 
ton,'*  returned  the  lad,  "  and  he  hasn^t 
got  any  friend,  except  old  Nab." 

*'The  devil  has  possessed  the  minds  of 
the  people!"  continued  the  grenadier — 
*' lawyers  and  doctors-— praists  and  sinners 
"^old  and  young — big  and  little,  beset  us 
in  our  march,  and  here  is  a  fool  to  be 
added  to  the  number !  I  dare  say  that  fel* 
iow,  now,  has  attempted  murder  in  his  day 
too." 

"*  Job  scorns  such  wickedness/'  returned 
the  unmoved  simpleton ;  ''he  only  shot 
one  granny^  and  hit  an  officer  in  the  arm/' 

*•  D'ye  hear  that,  Major  Lincoln !"  cried 
MTuse,  jumping  from  the  seat,  which,  not- 
withstanding the  bitterness  of  his  language, 
he  had  hitherto  perseveringly  maintained ; 
**  d'ye  hear  that  shell  of  a  man,  that  effigy, 
boasting  of  having  killed  a  grenadier !" 

"  Hold,'* — ^interrupted  Lionel,  arresting 
his  excited  companion  by  the  arm~"  re- 
member we  are  soldiers,  and  that  the  boy 
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is  not  a  responsible  being.  No  tribunal 
would  ever  sentence  such  an  unfortunate 
creature  to  a  gibbet ;  and  in  general  he  is 
as  harmless  as  a  babe — " 

"  The  devil  burn  such  babes— a  pretty 
fellow  is  hie  to  kill  a  man  of  six  feet !  and 
with  a  ducking  gun  PU  engage.  I'll  not 
hang  the  rascal,  Major  Lincoln,  since  it  is 
your  particular  wish— Pll  only  have  him 
buried  alive.'*^ 

Job  continued  perfectly  unmoved  in  his 
chair,  and  the  captain,  ashamed  of  his 
resentment  against  such  unconscious  imbe- 
cility, was  soon  persuaded  to  abandon  his 
intentions  of  revenge,  though  he  continued 
muttering  his  threats  against  the  provin- 
cials, and  his  denunciations  against  such 
'*  an  unmanly  spacies  of  warfare,"  until 
the  much-needed  repast  was  ended. 

Polwarth  having  restored  the  equili- 
brium of  his  system  by  a  hearty  meal^  hob- 
bled to  his  bed.  and  M'Fuse,  without  anj 
ceremony,  took  possession  of  another  of 
the  apartments  in  the  tenement  of  Mr- 
>Sage.  The  servants  withdrew  to  their  own 
entertainment,  and  Lionel,  who  had  been 
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sitting  for  the  last  half  hour  in  melancholy 
silence,  now  unexpectedly  found  himself 
alone  with  the  changeling.  Job  had  waited 
for  this  moment  with  exceeding  patience, 
but  when  the  door  closed  on  Meriton^  who 
was  the  last  to  retire,  he  made  a  movement 
that  indicated  some  communication  of  more 
than  usual  importance,  and'  succeeded  in 
attracting  the  attention  of  his  companion. 

''  Foolish  boy !"  exclaimed  Lionel,  as  he 
met  the  unmeaning  eye  of  the  other,  **  did 
1  not  warn  you  that  wicked  men  might 
eodai^r your  life!  how  was  it  th&t  I  saw 
you  in  arms  to-day,  against  the  troops  ?" 

''  How  came  the  troops  in  arms  ag'in 
Job?"  returned  the  changeling — "  they 
needn't  think  to  wheel  about  the  Bay- Pro- 
vince, clashing  their  godless  drums  and 
trumpets,  burning  housen,  and  shooting 
people,  and  find  no  stir  about  it !" 

"  Do  you  know  that  your  life  has  been 
twice  forfeited  within  twelve  hours,  by  your 
own  confession;  once  for  murder^  and 
again  for  treason  against  your  king  ?  You 
have  acknowledged  killing  a  man !" 
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<'  Yes/^  said  the  lad^  with  undisturbed 
simplicity,  **  Job  shot  the  granny ;  but  he 
didn't  let  the  people  kill  Major  Lincoln." 

"  True,  true/'  said  Lionel,  hastily—"  I 
owe  my  life  to  you,  and  that  debt  shaU  be 
cancelled  at  every  hazard.  But  why  have 
you  put  yourself  into  the  hands  of  your 
enemies  so  thoughtlessly — what  bringi  yea 
here  to-night  ?" 

^*  Ralph  told  me  to  come ;  and  if  Ealph 
told  Job  to  go  into  the  king's  parlour,  he 
would  go." 

*^  Ralph !"  exclaimed  Lionel,  stopping 
in  his  hurried  walk  across  the  room,  ''  and 
where  is  he  ?" 

*'  In  the  old  ware-'us,  and  he  has  sent 
me  to  tell  you  to  come  to  him--and  what 
Ralph  says  must  be  done." 

"  He  here  too !  is  the  man  crazed— 
would  not  his  fears  teach  him — " 

"  Fears !"  interrupted  Job,  with  singular 
disdain—"  you  can't  frighten  Ralph !  The 
grannies  couldn't  frighten  him,  nor  the 
light-infantry  couldn't  hit  him,  though  he 
eat  nothing  but  their  smoke  the  whole  dav 
—Ralph's  a  proper  warrior !" 
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"  And  he  waits  me,  you  say,  in  the  tene- 
ment of  your  mother?" 

''  Job  don't  know  what  tenement  means, 
but  he's  in  the  old  ware-'us." 

^Come,  then,"  said  Lionel,  taking  his 
hat,  "  let  us  go  to  him— I  must  save  him 
from  the  effects  of  his  own  rashness,  though 
it  cost  my  commission  !" 

He  left  the  room  while  speaking,  and 
the  simpleton  followed  close  at  his  heels, 
well  content  with  having  executed  his  mis- 
sion without  encountering  any  greater 
difficulties. 


END  OF  VOL.   I. 
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Namlet, 


The  agitation  and  deep  excitement  pro- 
duced by  the  events  of  the  day,  had  not 
yet  subsided  in  the  town,  when  Lionel 
found  himself  again  in  its  narrow  streets. 
Men  passed  swiftly  by  him,  as  if  bent  on 
some  unusual  and  earnest  business;  and 
more  than  once  the  young  soldier  detected 
the  triumphant  smiles  of  the  women,  as 
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they  looked  curiously  out  on  the  scene, 
from  their  half-open  windows,  and  their 
eyes  detected  the  professional  trappings  of 
his  dress.  Strong  hodies  of  the  troops 
were  marching  in  different  directions,  and 
in  a  manner  which  denoted  that  the  guards 
were  strengthening,  while  the  few  solitary 
officers  he  niet  watched  his  approaching 
figure  with  cautious  jealousy,  as  if  they 
apprehended  a  dangerous  enemy  in  every 
form  they  encountered. 

The  gates  of  Province-house  were  open, 
and,  as  usual,  ^^uarded  by  armed  men.  As 
Lionel  passed  leisurely  along,  he  perceived 
that  the  grenadier  to  whom  he  had  ^)oken 
on  the  preceding  evening,  again  heM  his 
watch  before  the  portal  of  the  governor. 

**  Your  experience  did  not  deceive  you, 
my  old  conurade,''  said  LiooieU  liugering  a 
onoment  to  addMsa  him—''  we  have  had  a 
warm  day/!    . 

''  So  it  is  reported  ia  the  bania^ks,  your 
honour,"  returned  the  soldier — ''  our  com- 
pany was  not  ordered  out,  and. we  are  to 
stand  double  duty<.  I  )ippe  to  God  the 
Bext.time  thc^e  is  any  thing  U^  d<^  the 


grenadiers  of  the th  may  not  be  left 

beluo(i--it  would  haire  been  fortiiecreffit 
of  the  army  had  they  been  m  the  field  to- 

**  Why  do  you  think  go,  my  veteran? 
The  men  who  t«?ere  out  are  thought  to  have 
belaved  well,  but  it  wa»  impossible  t^ 
i&d:e  head  agsmst  a  multitude  in  arms.'* 

''  h  is  not  my  place,  yoar  honour,  to  s«y 
tbig  maa  did  well,  and  that  man  behaved 
^Bm^"  returned  the  proud  old  soldier; 
''  but  when  I  hear  of  tym  thousand  British 
tioups  turning  their  baefcs,  or  (]tuiekening' 
tkeir  march  before  all  the  rabble  thi9 
conntvy  can  muster,  I  want  the  fliank  com*- 

pames^  of  the  ih  to  be  at  hand,  if  i« 

should  be  only  that  I  may  say  I  have  wit- 
nessed the  disgraceful  sight  with  my  ow» 
eyes." 

'*  There  is  no  disgrace  where  there  is  se 
iMGondact,''  saidLioneL 

'*  There  must  barye  been  misconduct 
^on^wliere,  your  hononr,  or  such  a  thing' 
could  not  have  happened — consider,  your 
boaour,  the  very  flcywer  of  the  army  f  SMae^* 
thnig  must  have  been  wrong,  and  alttooglt 
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I  could  see  the  latter  part  of  the  businesa 
from  the  hills,  I  can  hardly  believe  it  to  be 
true."  As  he  concluded,  he  shook  his 
head,  and  continued  his  steady  pace  al(Hig 
his  allotted  ground,  as  if  unwilling  to  pnr- 
i^ue  the  humiliating  subject  any  further. 
Lionel  passed  slowly  on,  musing  on  that 
deep-rooted  prejudice,  which  had  even 
taught  this  humble  menial  of  the  crown  to 
fegard  with  contempt  a  whole  nation,  be- 
cause they  were  believed  to  be  dependants. 
The  dock-square  was  stiller  than  usual, 
and  the  sounds  of  revelry,  which  it  was 
usual  to  hear  at  that  hour  from  the  adja- 
cent drinking-houses,  were  no  longer  au- 
dible. The  moon  had  not  yet  risen,  ancl 
Lionel  passed  under  the  dark  arches  of  the 
market  with  a  quick  step,  as  he  now 
remembered  that  one  in  whom  he  felt  so 
deep  an  interest  awaited  his  appearance. 
Job,  who  had  followed  in  silence,  glided 
by  him  on  the  dra^vbridge,  and  stood  hold- 
ing the  door  of  the  old  building  in  his  hand, 
when  he  reached  its  threshold.  Lionel 
found  the  large  space  in  the  centre  of  the 
warehouse,   as   usual,   dark   and   CTupty, 
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though  the  dim  light  of  a  candle  glimmered 
through  the  fissures  in  a  partition  which 
separated  an  apartment  in  one  of  the  little 
towers  that  vras  occupied  by  Abigail  Pray, 
from  the  ruder  parts  of  the  edifice.    Low 
voices  were  also  heard  issuing  fi*om  this 
room,  and  Major  Lincoln,  supposing  he 
should  find  the  old  man  and  the  mother  of 
Job  in   conference   together^    turned    to 
request  the  lad  would  precede  him,  and 
amiounce  his  name.    But  the  changeling 
had  also  detected  the  whispering  sounds, 
9nd  it  would  seem  with  a  more  cunning 
ear,  for  he  turned  and  darted  through  the 
door  of  the  building  with  a  velocity  that 
did  not  abate  until  Lionel,  who  watched  his 
nK>?ements  with  amazement,  saw  his  shuf- 
fling figure  disappear  among  the  shambles 
of  the  market-place.     Thus  deserted  by 
his  guide^  Lionel  groped  his  way  towards 
the  place  where  he  believed  he  should  find 
the  door  which  led  into  the  tower.     The 
light  deceived  him,  for  as  he  approached  it, 
his  eye  glanced  through  one  of  the  crevices 
of  the  wall,  ond  he  again  became  an  unin- 


tMtk»ial  witneas  of  another  of  tlioee  inter- 
ntmm  wkieh  erinced  the  singular  and  mys- 
terious  affinity  between  the  fortunes  of  the 
adiuent  and  respected  Mis.  Lechmeve  and 
tlie  miseraUe  tenant  ai  die  warahoiMe. 
Until  that  moment,  the  hurry  of  events, 
and  the  orowd  of  reflections  irhich  had 
rushed  over  the  mind  of  the  young  man 
throughout    the    busy  time   of  the  Isst 
twenty-four  hours,  had  prevented  his  re- 
calling the  hidden  meaning  of  the  smgulsr 
discourse  of  which  he  had  Already  been  w 
auditor.     But  now,  when  he  found  his 
aunt  led  into  these  haunts  of  b^gary,  by 
m  feeling  he  was  not  weak  enough  to  attri- 
bute to  her  charity,  he  stood  rooted  to  the 
iq[)ot  by  a  curiosity,  which,  at  the  same 
time  that  he  found  it  irresistible,  lie  was 
willmg  to  excuse,  under  a  irtrong  impres- 
sion that  these  private  communicatioBfi 
were  in  some  way  connected  vHth  biiaself. 
Mrs.  Lechmere  had  evidently  muflled  her 
person  in  such  a  manner  that  was  intended 
to  conceal  this  mysterious  visit  from  am' 
casual  observer  of  her  movements :  but  the 
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iMojpB  of  lier  iwrge  ealiBh  ivwd  Mm  so  fiur 
raised  as  to  admit  a  distinct  view  of  ker 
withered  ieatnres,  Mid  of  the  hard  eye 
wUch  shot  forth  its  seiiBh,  vmrldly  gtenee§, 
fitM  itmid  the  surrcnrnding  decay  of  natan« 
She  was  seated)  bothia  ihdulgeace  to  her 
infirmities,  and  irotn  tiiat  assumption  of 
superiority  ehe  nerer  neglected  in  the  pre- 
sence of  hm*  inferiors^  while  htt  compaaioa 
stood  before  her,  in  an  attitude  that  partook 
imre  of  reatimiat  than  of  respect* 

"  Your  weakness,  foolish  woman/'  aaid 
Mn.  Lechmere,  in  those  stem  repalsive 
tones  she  ao  well  knew  how  to  use  whtft 
die  wislied  to  intimidate,  ^'  will  yet  piote 
jwt  ruin,  Yoiq  owe  it  to  respect  for  your- 
self, to  your  character,  and  even  to  your 
safety,  that  you  should  exhibit  more  firm^ 
oess,  and  show  yourself  aboYe  this  weak 
and  idle  auperstition/' 

**  My  ruin!  and  my  character !"  return* 
ed  Abigsdlf  looking  about  her  with  a  hag- 
gard eye  and  a  trembling  lip;  "  what  is 
ruin.  Madam  Lechmere^  if  this  poverty 
be  not  called  sot  or  what  loss  of  cha- 
racter can  bring  upon  me  more  biting 
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scorn  than  I  am  now  ordained  to  suffer  for 
my  sins !" 

''  Perhaps/'  said  Mrs«  Lechmere^  endea- 
vouring to  affect  a  kinder  tone,  though  dis- 
like was  still  too  evident  in  her  manner, 
"  in  the  hurry  of  my  grandnephew's  recep- 
tion»  I  have  forgotten  my  usual  liberality/* 

The  woman  took  the  piece  of  silver  which 
Mrs.  Lechmere  slowly  placed  in  her  hand, 
and  held  it  in  her  open  palm  for  several 
moments^  regarding  it  with  a  vacant  look» 
which  the  other  mistook  for  dissatisfaction. 

''  The  troubles,  and  the  decreasing  value 
of  property,  have  sensibly  affected  my  in- 
come/' continued  the  richly  clad  and  luxu* 
rious  Mrs.  Lechmere;  '' but  if  that  should 
be  too  little  for  your  immediate  wants,  I 
will  add  to  it  another  crown." 

"  Twill  do— 'twill  do,"  said  Abigail, 
clenching  her  hand  over  the  money,  with 
a  grasp  that  was  convulsive — "  yes,  yes, 
'twill,  do.  Oh  I  Madam  Lechmere,  humb- 
ling and  sinful  as  that  wicked  passion  is, 
would  to  God  that  no  motive  worse  than 
avarice  had  proved  my  ruin !" 

Lionel  thought  his  aunt  cast  an  uneasy 
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^d  embarrassed  glance  at  her  companion, 
which  he  construed  into  an  expression  that 
betrayed  there  were  secrets  even  between 
these  strange  confidants :  but  the  moment- 
ary surprise  exhibited  in  her  features,  soon 
gave  place  to  her  habitual  look  of  guarded 
and  severe  formality ;  and  she  replied,  with 
an  air  of  coldness,  as  if  she  would  repulse 
any  approach  to  an  acknowledgment  of 
their  conmion  transgression, — 

"  The  woman  talks  like  one  who  is  be- 
side herself!  of  what  crime  has  she  been 
guilty,  but  such  as  those  to  which  our  na- 
ture is  liable !" 

"  True,  true,"  said  Abigail  Pray,  with  a 
half-stifled  hysterical  ^  laugh ;  "  'tis  our 
guilty,  guilty  nature,  as  you  say.  But  I 
grow  nervous,  I  believe,  as  I  grow  old  anil 
feeble,  Mstdam  Lechmere ;  and  I  often  for- 
get myself.  The  sight  of  the  grave  so  very 
near,  is  apt  to  bring  thoughts  of  repent- 
ance to  such  as  are  more  hardened  than 
even  L" 

"  Foolish  girl!"  said  Mrs.  Lechmere 
endeavouring  to  skreen  her  pallid  features, 
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by  drawing  down  her  calwh,  with  a  hand 
that  trembled  xnore  with  terror  thau  witb 
age, ''  why  ahould  you  speak  thw  freely 
of  death,  who  are  but  a  child  r' 

Lionel  heard  the  fitultering  husky  tones 
of  his  auQt^  as  they  appeared  to  die  in  her 
throat,  but  Hothiog  mom  was  distiiictljr 
audible,  until,  after  along  paase,she  raised 
her  face,  and  looked  about  her  agaiQ  witb 
her  severe  unbending  eye,  and  contuuied— 

<'  Enough  of  this  folly,  Abigail  Pray^-l 
have  come  to  learn  more  of  your  strange 
inmate—*" 

'^Oh!  'tis  not  enough,  MadaM  Lech* 
mere,"  interrupted  the  conscience-^tdc^en 
woman ;  ''  we  have  so  little  time  left  us 
for  penitence  and  prayer,  that  there  never 
can  be  exiough,  I  fear,  to  answer  our 
mighty  transgressions*  Let  us  apeak  of 
the  grave.  Madam  I^echmere,  while  we  can 
yet  do  it  on  this  side  of  eternity*" 

'*  Ay !  speak  of  the  grave  while  out  ot 
its  damp  cloisters ;  'tis  the  home  of  the 
ilged,"  said  a  third  voice,  whose  iioUow 
tones  might  well  have  issued  from  some 
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tomb,  *' and  I  am  here  to  join  in  the  whole^ 

some  theme/' 
•*  Who— who — in  the  name  of  God,  who 

art  thou !"  exclaimed  Mrs.  Lecfamere,  for«* 

getting  her  infirmities,  and  her  secret  oom^ . 

panctkmS)  in  new  emotions,  and  rising  in* 

voluntarily  from  her  seat ;  ^  teU  me,  I  con* 

jve  thee,  who  art  thou  ?" 
''  One,  aged  like  thyself,  Priscilla  Lech* 

mere,  and  standing  on  the  threshold  of  that 

final  home  g^  whidh  you  would  discourse. 

Speak  on,  then,  ye  widowed  women ;  for 
if  ever  ye  have  done  aught  that  calls  for 
forgiveness,  *tb  in  the  grave  ye  shall  find 
the  heavenly  gift  of  mercy  offered  to  your 
Qnworthiness/' 

By  changing  the  position  of  his  body  a 
little,  Lionel  was  now  enabled  to  command 
a  view  of  the  whole  apartment.  In  the 
door-way  stood  Ralph,  inmioveable  in  his 
attitude,  with  one  hand  raised  high  towards 
heaven,  and  the  other  pointing  impres* 
s4vely  downward,  as  if  about  to  lay  bare 
the  seereta  of  that  tomb  of  which  his  wast- 
ed limbs  and  fiauled  lineaments  marked  him 
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as  a  fit  tenant,  while  his  searching  eye-balls 
glared  about  him,  from  the  face  of  one  to 
.the  other,  with  that  look  of  quickness  and 
penetration,  that  Abigail  Pray  had  so  well 
described  as  '  scorching.'  Within  a  few 
feet  of  the  old  man,  Mrs.  Lechmere  re- 
mained standing,  rigid  and  motionless  as 
marble,  her  calash  fallen  back,  and  her 
death-like  features  exposed,  with  horror 
and  astonishment  rooted  in  every  muscle, 
as  with  open  mouth,  and  eyes  rivetted  on 
the  intruder,  she  gazed  as  steadily  as  if 
placed  in  that  posture  by  the  chisel  of  the 
statuary.  Abigail  shaded  her  eyes  with 
her  hand,  and  buried  her  face  in  the  folds 
of  her  garments,  while  strong  convulsive 
shudderings  ran  through  her  frame,  and 
betrayed  the  extent  of  the  emotions  she 
endeavoured  to  conceal.  Amazed  at  what 
he  had  witnessed,  and  concern^  for  the 
apparent  insensibility  of  his  aunt,  whose 
great  age  rendered  such  scenes  dangerous, 
Lionel  was  about  to  rush  into  the  apart- 
ment, when  Mrs.  Lechmere  so  far  recover- 
ed her  faculties  as  to  speak,  and  the  young 
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man  lost  every  consideration  in  a  burning 
curiosity,  which  was  powerfully  justified 
by  his  situation. 

''  Who  is  it  that  calls  me  by  the  name  c^ 
Priscilla?"  said  Mrs.  Lechmere;  "none 
now  live  who  can  claim  to  be  so  familiar." 
'*  Priscilla — Priscilla/'  repeated  the  old 
Qian,  looking  about  him,  as  if  he  would  re- 
quire the  presence  of  another ;  "  it  is  a  soft 
and  pleasant  sound  to  my  ears,  and  there 
is  one  that  owns  it  besides  thee,  as  thou 
bowest." 

'^  She  is  dead ;  years  have  gone  by  since 
1  saw  her  in  her  coffin ;  and  I  would  forget 
her,  and  all  like  her,  who  have  proved  un- 
worthy of  my  blood." 

''She  is  not  deadl" — shouted  the  old 
man,  in  a  voice  that  rung  through  the  naked 
rafters  of  the  edifice  like  the  unearthly 
tones  of  some  spirit  of  the  air ;  ''  she  lives 
— she  lives — ay !  she  yet  lives !" 

**  Lives !"  repeated  Mrs.  Lechmere,  re- 
coiling a  step  before  the  forward  nM>vement 
of  the  other ;  "  why  am  I  so  weak  as  to 
listen  I  'tis  impossible." 

!"  exclaimed  Abigail  Pray,  clasp 
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ing  her  hands  with  agony :  ^^  Oh !  would 
to  €rod  she  did  live !  but  did  I  not  see  her 
a  bloated,  disfigured  corpse !  did  I  not  with 
these  very  hands  place  the  grave^clodies 
about  her  once  lovely  firame!  Oh!  no— she 
is  dead — dead — and  I  am  a"— 

'*  'Tis  some  madman  that  asserts  these 
idle  tales/'  exclaimed  Mrs.  Ldchmere,  with 
a  quickness  that  interrupted  the  criminal 
epithet  the  other  was  about  to  apply  to  her- 
self. **  The  imfortunate  girl  is  long  sinc^ 
dead,  as  we  know ;  why  should  we  reason 
with  a  maniac  ?" 

''Maniac!"  repeated  Ralphs  with  an  ex- 
pression of  the  most  taunting  irony ;  "  no- 
no— no— such  an  one  there  is,  as  you  and  I 
well  know,  but  'tis  not  I  who  ani  mad— 
thou  art  rather  crazed  thyself,  woman; 
thou  hast  made  one  maniac  already,  wouldst 
thou  make  another  T 

''  I ! "  said  Mrs.  Lechmere,  without 
quailing  before  the  ardent  look  she  encoun- 
tered— ''that  God  who  bestows  reason, 
recalls  his  gift  at  will ;  'tis  not  I  who  ex* 
ercise  such  power." 

"  How  say'st  thou^  PrisciUa  Lechmere  ?'* 
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cried  Uslpbs  stepping  with  aa  ioaudible 
tread  so  nigh  as  to  grasp,  unp^ceired,  her 
moti<Hile88  arm  with  his  own  wasted  fingers ; 
"  yes— I  will  call  thee  Priseilla,  little  as 
thou  deservest  «uch  a  holy  naine--dost 
tbottdeny  the  power  to  craze — ^where,  then, 
is  tbe  head  of  thy  boasted  race?  the  proud 
Baronet  of  Devonshire,  the  wealthy,  and . 
leipected,  and  once  happy  compaaion  of 
IVinces — thy  nephew  Lionel  Lincoln  ?  Is 
he  in  the  halls  of  his  &thers  ?  leading  the 
Annies  of  his  king  ?  ruling  and  protecting 
bis  household?— or  is  he  the  tenant  of  a 
gloomy  cell  ?*Hthou  knowest  he  is — thou 
knowest  he  is — and  woman,  thy  rile  ma* 
chinations  biSLve  placed  him  there  i'' 

"  Who  is  it  that  dare  thus  speak  to  me !'' 
demanded  Mrs.  Lechmere,  rallying  her  &* 
ciilties  with  a  mighty  effort,  to  look  down 
this  charge — **  if  my  unhappy  nephew  is 
indeed  known  to  thee,  thy  own  knowledge 
will  refute  this  base  accusation." 

''  Known  to  me  I  I  would  ask  what  is  hid 
from  me?  I  have  looked  at  thee,  and  ob* 
j^enred  thy  oonduct,  woman,  for  the  life  of 
man,  nA  nothiag  that  thou  hast  done  is 
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hid  from  me.  I  tell  thee,  I  know  all.  Of 
this  sinful  woman  here  also,  I  know  all- 
have  I  not  told  thee,  Abigail  Pray,  of  thy 
most  secret  ti-ansgressions  ?" 

^'  Oh !  yes,  yes ;  he  is  indeed  acquainted 
with  what  I  had  thought  was  now  concealed 
from  every  eye  but  that  of  God,"  cried 
Abigail,  with  superstitious  terror. 

''  Nor  of  thee  am  I  ignorant,  thou  misera- 
ble widow  of  John  Lechmere ;  and  of  Pris* 
cilia,  too,  do  I  not  know  all  ?'' 

''  All ! "  again  exclaimed  Abigail. 

**A111"  repeated  Mrs.  Lechmere  in  a 
voice  barely  audible,  when  she  sunk  back 
in  her  chair,  in  a  state  of  totatl  insensibility. 
The  breathless  interest  he  felt  in  all  that 
had  passed,  could  detain  Lionel  no  longer 
from  rushing  to  the  assistance  of  his  annt 
Abigail  Pray,  who,  it  would  seem,  had 
been  in  some  measure  accustomed  to  such 
scenes  with  her  lodger,  retained,  however, 
sufficient  self-command  to  anticipate  his 
motions,  and  when  he  had  gained  the  door 
he  found  her  already  supporting,  and  mak- 
ing the  usual  applications  to  Mrs.  Lech- 
mere.   It  became  necessary  to  divert  the 
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sufferer  of  part  of  her  attire,  and  Abigail 
assuring  Lionel  of  her  perfect  competency 
to  act  by  herself,  requested  him  to  with- 
draw, not  only  on  that  account,  but  because 
she  felt  assured  that  nothing  could  prove 
more  dangerous  to  her  reviving  patient, 
than  his  unexpected  presence.  After  lin- 
gering a  moment,  until  he  witnessed  the 
signs  of  returning  life,  Lionel  complied  with 
the  earnest  entreaties  of  the  woman ;  and 
leaving  the  room,  he  groped  his  way  to  the 
foot  of  the  ladder,  with  a  determination  to 
ascend  to  the  apartment  of  Ralph,  in  order 
to  demand  at  once  an  explanation  of  what 
he  had  just  seen  and  heard.  He  found  the 
old  man  seated  in  his  little  tower,  his  hand 
shading  his  eyes  from  the  feeble  light  of 
the  miserable  candle,  and  his  head  droop- 
ing upon  his  bosom, .  like  one  in  pensive 
musing.  Lionel  approached  him,  without 
appearing  to  attract  his  attention,  and  was 
compelled  to  speak,  in  order  to  announce 
his  presence. 

"  I  have  received  your  summons,  by 
Job,**  he  said,  **  and  have  obeyed  it." 

"  Tis  well,"  returned  Ralph. 
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^*  Pei^isps  i  i^ukl  add  that  I  have  beet 
«a  astoooidied  witness  of  yoor  intenriew 
witk  Mrs.  Lechmere,  and  hare  keaid  the 
faoid  and  unaccountable  languageyou  have 
aeen  proper  to  use  to  that  iady,'' 

The  old  man  now  raised  his  head>  and 
Lionel  saw  the  bright  rays  from  his  eyes 
quicken,  is  he  answered. 

'^  You  tiien  heard  the  tnith,  and  witnessed 

its  effects  on  a  guilty  conscience.^' 

'<  1  aJao  heard  what  you  call  Hm  trutii,  in 
connexion,  as  you  know,  with  the  names 
most  dear  to  me." 

«  Art  certain  of  it,  boy  ?"  retximed  Rslpb, 
looking  the  other  steadily  in  die  face ;  '*hsB 
no  other  become  dearer  to  you,  of  late, 
than  the  authors  of  your  being  ?  speak, 
and  remember  that  you  answer  one  of  oo 
common  knowledge." 

*^  What.mean  you,  sir!  is  it  in  nature  to 
lore  any  as  we  do  a  parent  ?" 

''Away  with  this  childish  simplKity/ 
continued  the  oliier  sternly ;  *'  die  grand- 
child of  that  wretehed  #oman  beiow — do 
you  not  love  her,  and  can  I  put  trust  in 
thee  r 
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''  What  iTust  is  there  incompatibie  witk 
affection  for  a  being  so  pure  as  Cecil  Dy»e» 

''Ay/'  murmnred  the  old  man  in  an  onder 
tone,  '*  her  mother  was  pure,  and  \riiy  may 
not  the  child  be  worthy  of  its  parentage  ?** 
He  paused,  and  a  long,  and  on  the  part  of 
lionel,  a  painful  and  embairassed  silence 
SQoceeded,  which  was  at  length  broken  by 
Ralph,  who  said  abruptly — **  you  were  in 
die  fidd  to-day.  Major  Lhieoln/' 

**  Of  that  you  must  be  certain,  as  I  owe 
my  life  tx>  your  kind  interpositioa.  But 
^  have  you  braved  the  danger  of  an 
arrest,  by  trusting  your  person  in  the  power 
of  the  troops  ?  Your  presence  and  activity 
among  the  Americans  must  be  known  to 
okany  in  the  army  besides  myself.^ 

''  And  would  they  think  of  searching  for 
their  enemies  within  the  streets  of  Boston, 
when  the  hills  without  are  filling  with 
armed  men !  My  residence  in  this  build- 
ing is  known  only  to  the  woman  below, 
who  dare  not  betray  me,  her  worthy  son, 
and  to  you.    My  movements  are  secret 
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and  sudden  vfhen  men  least  expect  them. 
Danger  cannot  touch  such  as  I." 

'^  But/^  said  Lionel,  hesitating  with  em- 
barrassment, **  ought  I  to  conceal  the  pre- 
sence of  one  whom  I  know  to  be  inimical 
to  my  king  ?" 

"  Lionel  Lincoln,  you  overrate  your  cou- 
rage/' interrupted  Ralph,  smiling  in  scorn, 
''  you  dare  not  shed  the  blood  of  him  who 
has  spared  your  own  ;  but  enough  of  this 
— ^we  imderstand  each  other,  and  one  old 
as  I  should  be  a  stranger  to  fear  V  • 

^*  No,  no,"  said  a  low,  solemn  voice, 
from  a  dark  comer  of  the  apartment,  where 
Job  had  stolen  unseen,  and  was  now  nestled 
in  security,  "  you  can't  frighten  Ralph !" 

"  The  boy  is  a  worthy  boy,  and  he 
knows  good  from  evil ;  what  more  is  ne- 
cessary to  man  in  this  wicked  world  !^* 
muttered  Ralph,  in  those  quick  and  indis- 
tinct tones  that  characterized  his  manner. 

"  Whence  came  you,  fellow,  and  why 
did  you  abandon  me  so  abruptly?"  de- 
manded Lionel. 

'*  Job  has  just  been  into  the  market  to 
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see  if  he  couldn  t  find  something  that  might 
be  good  for  Nab,"  returned  the  lad. 

''  Think  not  to  impose  on  me  with  this 
nonsense !  Is  food  to  be  purchased  at  any 
hour  of  the  night,  though  you  had  the 
means !" 

''Now  that  is  convincing  the  king's 
officers  don't  know  every  thing,"  said  the 
simpleton,  laughing  Mrithin  himself,"  here's 
as  good  a  pound  bill,  old  tenor,  as  was 
ever  granted  by  the  Bay-Colony,  and 
meat  s  no  such  rarity,  that  a  man,  who  has 
s  pound  bill,  old  tenor,  in  his  pocket,  can't 
go  under  old  Fimnel  when  he  pleases,  for 
all  their  acts  of  parliament." 

''  You  have  plundered  the  dead !"  cried 
Lionel,  observing  that  Job  exhibited  in  his 
hand  several  pieces  of  silver,  besides  the 
Rote  he  had  mentioned. 

"  Don't  call  Job  a  thief!"  said  the  lad, 
^nth  a  threatening  air ;  *'  there's  law  in  the 
Bay  yet,  tbougb  the  people  don't  use  it ; 
uid  right  will  be  done  to  all,  when  the 
ime  comes.  Job  shot  a  granny,  but  he's 
no  thief." 
'*  You  were  then  paid  for  your  secret 
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errand>  last  night,  fooKsh.  boy ;  ^nd  hare 
been  tempted  to  run  into  dai^r  by  Hioiiej. 
Let  it  be  the  laat  time — ia  future,  when 
you  want,  come  to  me  for  assistance/* 

^  Job  won't  go  of  a'r*nds  for  the  king  il 
he'd  give  him  his  golden  crown,  with  itt 
its  diamonds  and  flaomtmess,  nnieas  Job 
pleases,  for  the? e'si  no  law  fiar  it/' 

Lionel,  wi&  a  view  to  appease  the  ixn- 
tated  hd,  now  made  a  few  kind  and  oonci- 
fiaking  remarks,  but  the  changeling  did  not 
deign  to^  reply,  falling  back  in  his  comer  in 
a  sttUen  manner,  as  if  he  would  repnr  die 
fistigiie  of  the  day  by  a  few  momentts  of 
sleep.    In  the  meantime^  Ralph  had  sank 
into  a  profound  reverie,  when  the  young 
soldier  rmtiembered    that   the  hour  wis 
ktite,  and  he  had  yet  obtained  no  exptana- 
tion  of  the  mysterious  charges.     He  there- 
fore alluded  to.  the  subject  in  a  noanner 
which  he  thought  best  adapted  to  obtain 
the  desired  intdligence.    The  instsnt  Lio- 
nel mentioned  the  imitation  of  his  amit,  his 
companion  raised  his  head'  again,   ai^  a 
smile  like  that  of  fierce  exultation  l^^ed 
the  wan  &ce  ofthf^  old  man,  who  answered. 
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pointing  witk  an  emphatic  gesture  to  his 
own  bosoio — 

"  Twas  here,  boy,  'twas  here—  nothing 
short  of  the  power  of  conscience,  and  a 
knowledge  like  that  of  mine,  could  strike. 
that  wQBHm  speechless  in  the  pvesaice  of 
any  thing  hun^an." 

''  But  what  is  this  extraordinary  know- 
ledge ?  I  am  in  sonoe  degree  the  natural 
protector  of  Mrs.  Lechmere,  and  indepen- 
dent of  my  individual  interest  in  your  secret, 
have  a  rights  in  her  behalf,  to  require  aa 
explanation  of  such  serious  allegations." 

"  In  her  behalf ! "  repeated  Ralph. 
''Wait,  impetuous  young  man,  until  she 
bids  you  push  the  inquiry— it  shall  then  be 
answered  ia  a  voice  of  thunder /' 

''  If  not  in  justice  to  my  aged  aunt,  at 
least  remember  your  repeated  promises  to 
unfisld  that  sad  tale  of  my  own  domestic 
^rcows,  of  which  you  claim  to  he  the 
master/' 

"  Ay,  of  that,  and  much  more,  am  I  in 
possession,"  returned  the  old  man,  smiUiig, 
3s  if  conscious  of  his  knowledge  and 
power ;  "  if  yon  doubt  ijL,  descend  and  ask 
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the  miserable  tenant  of  this  warehouse--or 
the  guilty  widow  of  John  Lechmere." 

'*  Nay,  I  doubt  nothing  but  my  own  pa- 
tience; the  moments  fly  swiftly,  and  I 
have  yet  to  learn  all  I  wish  to  know." 

*'  This  is  neither  the  time,  nor  is  it  the 
place,  where  you  are  to  hear  the  tale,'' 
returned  Ralph;  "  I  have  already  said 
that  we  shall  meet  beyond  the  colleges  for 
that  purpose/' 

'*  But  after  the  events  of  this  day,  who 
can  tell  when  it  will  be  in  the  power  of  an 
officer  of  the  crown  to  visit  the  colleges  in 
safety  ?" 

"  What !"  cried  the  old  man,  laughing 
aloud,  in  the  bitterness  of  his  scorn,  "  has 
the  boy  found  the  strength  and  the  will  of 
the  despised  colonists  so  soon !  But  I  pledge 
to  thee  my  word,  that  thou  shalt  yet  see 
the  place,  and  in  safety. — Yes,  yes,  Pris- 
cilla  Lechmere,  thy  hour  is  at  hand,  and 
thy  doom  is  sealed  for  ever !" 

Lionel  again  mentioned  his  aunt,  and  al* 
hided  to  the  necessity  of  his  soon  rejoining 
her,  as  he  already  heard  footsteps  below, 
which  indicated    that   preparations  were 
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<QB^  for  her  departure.    But  his  peti*^ 

uons  and  remonatrancea  were  now  totally 

deeded,  his  aged  companion  was  pacing 

swiftly  up  and  down  his  small  apartment, 

muttering  incoherent  sentences,  in  which 

thenameofPriscillawas  alode  audible,  and 

his  countenance  betraying  the  inward  work* 

^gB  of  absorbing  and  fierce  passions.    In 

a  few  moments  more,  the  shrill  voice  of 

Abigail  was  heard  calling  upon  her  son,  in 

^  manner  which  plainly  denoted  her  know* 

ledge  that  the  changeling  was  concealed 

somewhere  about  the  building.    Job  heard 

tier  calls  repeated,  until  the  tones  of  her 

voice  became  angry  and  threatening,  when 

iie  stole  slowly  from  his  corner,  and  moved 

towards  the  ladder,  with  a  sunken  brow 

^d  lingering  steps.     Lionel  now  knew  not 

liow  to  act.     His  aunt  was  still  ignorant  of 

iu8  presence,  and  he  thought  if  Abigail 

Pray  had  wished  him  to  appear,  he  would 

iasomemianner  be  soon  included  in  the 

« 

Bununons.  He  had  also,  his  own  secret 
reasons  for  wishing  his  visits  to  Ralph  ua- 
Wwn ;  accordingly,  he  detenained  to 
watch  the  movements  bfilow,  under  the 

VOL«  II.  c 


futileatanttoincsift:^  tfudftr^itefuitp  «Ml^ 

From  the  }iQad<Qftbi94ftd4ori^wli^ 
nel  took  hi»t  standi  ha««W  MirQk?^9«to^W& 
pfsecteded  by  Job  wUh  ai  ikm^^emiii  .wi^i^ 
with'  a.  finuer  9tep  tbaanfefl  toQuHB-jbtlv^ 
iptopeid  fi»r»  towards  the  doQt%  ht^dih^i^^liiff' 
h^and  AUgfdl  cautiomng  her  wUii»i  ^oiiito 
light,  her  vimt^r  to  a  neighbounng;  .cMW'f 
witQre  :k  appeared  a  eoaT^ytNMe  vm^im 
waiting.  On  the  threshold^  his  auntfteflied, 
andilhe/light  ihwxi  the  .'CRodfe  iQ&  Ab^ail 
fa^Lnigi  Ml  Ji0Vff£e^wes,  M^at^^^ctmgh^^L 

re^paiMd  4dk  litarwOrldlyi  (^tpnmtm^^mtt^ 
jM>AaMd>^it«  I  Jbltle^^  nhy .  a  Rdkvoper » chajbj^rf 
thoug]it  than  vsual.  '  «,itr,if  v. 

'<Iaat  thM^M¥of«toifii%h*.b^£»>^(it^ 
«i7g«U  Afaigttiy^tibe«iM,  ^  YoiirMser 
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»  a  nameless  beiiig,  who  hiM  gleaned  «om^ 
idle  tide,  and  wishes  to  practise  mi  oar 
credvUty  to  enrich  hiisiBeiif.  I  will  eoii^ 
sider  more  of  it ;  but  on  no  account  do  yot 
hoU  any  farther  communkm  with  him — I 
mast  resdove  youi  my  trusty  woman ;  this 
bbitatbn  i»  unworthy  of  you,  and  of  your 
datifoi  son,  to<> — ^I  must  see  you  betfeer 
lodged,  my  good  Abigail,  indeed  I  must.^* 

Lioiiel  could  distinguish  the  slight  shud-^ 
der  that  passed  through  the  frame  of  her 
companion,  as  she  alliided  to  the  doubtful 
character  Of  Ralph ;  but  without  answering, 
Abigail  held  the  door  open  for  the  depar* 
tQie  of  her  guest.  The  instant  Mrs.  Ledir- 
mere  disappeared,  Lionel  glided  down  the 
ladder,  and  stood  before  the  aatonished 
woman. 

''  When  I  toll  you  I  have  heard  all  thai 
passed  to-night/'  he  abruptly  said,  ^'  yeu 
will*  Bee  Ae  tMf  ^any  further  attempt  ait 
omeealment;  J  now  demand  so  aMch  of 
your  secret  as  tfebte  the  harppmeai'  of  me 
or  mine.'' 

"JWo-  'iio»"<iet  4^1  moitlAi^or  >Ifti|iC6ln»r 
«M  tbe  terrified'femaieM^iMaDl  tf  neiite 

c  2 
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the  loye  6t  God,  not'  of  me — 1  hare  sworn 


to  keeii  it,  and  one  oath        ^^  her  emotioDS 
choked  her,  and  her  voice  became  indis- 

^.  '  /••  ' .  ■ '  '"*  -^'  •: 

(met. 

Lionel  regretted  bis  vehemence,  and 
ashamed  to  extort  a  confession  from  a 
Mroman/  he  attempted  to  pacify^  her  feelings^ 
|>romising  to  require  no  further  coipmuni- 
cation  at  thai  time.  * 

*'  6o— go" — she  said,  motioning  him  to 
<depart,  "  and  I  shall  be  well  ag^n— leave 
me,  and  then  I  shall  be  alone  with  that 
.terrible  old  man,  and  my  God  !'* 

Pe^eiving  her  e^Les,.  ^^jf^ 
tantly  complied^  and  meetihj^  JqJ>  on  flie 
threshold,  he  ceased  to  feel  any  mrtner 
^neasiness  for  her  safety. 


"  »       '_  _  ■     -_         >   ^—L 


-,•»  'iJiai'i 


had  heard  and  ^itn^ssed.  He  remem- 
beared  the  communtcationd  by  which  Ralph 
had  attained  such  a  powerful  intere^  m 
his  feelings,  and  he  fancied  he  could  dis- 
cover a  pledge  of  the  truth  of  the  old  man's 
knbwledge  in  the  guilt  betray^  by  the 
sfiaimer'of  hia  aunt.    From  Mrs.  Leclunere 
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lus  thoughts  recurred  to  her  lovely  grand- 
child, and  fqr.a  moioent  he  was  perplexed, 
byeudeayouring  to  ezplsun  her  cqntradic- 
tory  deportment  towards  himself; — at  one 


p  r 

time  she  was  warm,  frank,  and  even  affec- 

uooafe ;  and  at  another,  as  m  the  short  and 

pnvate  mtenaew    of  that  very  eveninfifi 

cold,  constrained;  arid  impulsive.    Then^ 

again,  ne  recollected  the  oDject  which  had 

chieflv  induced  hiin  to  follow  his  regiment 

to  hik  dative  pbiiirtry,  and  the  Recollection 

was  attended'  by  that  shade  of  dejection 

which  such  reflections  never  failed  to  cast 

acn^s  his  intelligent  features.     On  rea^^h- 

in^  ine  hquse,  he  ascertained  the  safe  re- 

tam  of  Mrs.  Lechmer'e,  who  had  already 

retired  to  tier  room,  attended  by  her  lovely 

relatives.     Liopel    immediateiy    followed 

tiieir^  example,  and  as  ttie  excitepient  of 

that  memorable  and '  busy  day  subsided,  it 

was  sucpeeded  by  a  <ieep  steep,  that  fell  on 

hii  senses  %iie    the '  fbrgetfulness  of  tbe 

A     X'    *  " '    ■'•'  ^  •  ''•  S    A.   :" >    '    h  »    •'  :  I         I    I 

'    S     I'l      •  )j'       •»  •••.1        /•     *    ni       ,   ■*    r'  I 
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CHAPTER  fl-    " 

:'  ....  ♦   "     ■       *   }  r    • 

^  IUgb  tbott  ^Hiat  court*  Uiou  witt  I'* 

ShokMftKttm 

The  alarin  of  ^e  ihroAd'  pai6eiJ  swiftly 
by  the  low  shores  of  the  Atiariiic,  tiA  iras 
heafd  echoing  among  the  rugg^/moidit^ 
West  of  the  rivers,  as  if  tome  tUtht^'Mm  « 
whirlwind.  The  male  population,  Ufetwtett 
the  rcilling  waters  of  Massachti«ettrf-®«y 
and  the  limpid  stream  of  the  Goiltae<ificttt, 
rose  as  one  mail;  and  as  ^e  cry  oTIflwd 
'was  sounded  far  inland,  the  liitti  aitd'^vd- 
leys,  the  highways  and'  Ibotpsthd;  ''^rerc 
Been  covered  with  bands .  of  armed  hus- 
bandmen, pressing  eagerly  toward  the  scene 
of  the  war.  Within  eight-and-forty  hours 
after  the  fatal  meeting  at  Lexington*  it  was 
calculated  that  more  than  a  hundred  thou- 
sand men  were  in  arms ;  and  near  one-fourth 
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cf  that  Binnb^r  wu  gathered  before  tiie 
PeiuQsiilag  of  Boston  and  Charlestowa. 
They  who  were  precluded  by  distance*  and 
a  want  of  military  proviaionfl  to  suf^port 
«och  a  concourse,  from  participating  in  th6 
oKm  inunedi^^  flopfevt,  ii^  by  in  expec^ 
tatkm  of  the  arrival  of  that  moment  when 
their  WBirnkght  alM  be  put  to  severer 
tfials.    In  short,  the  sullen  quietude    in 
which  the  colonies  had  been  slumbering 
fcrayear»  wai^  suddenly  and  rudely  broken 
by  the  events  pf  that  day ;  and  the  patriotic 
amoDg.  the;  people  tose  with  such  a  cry  of 
iodlgnation  on  their  lips,  that  the  disaffect- 
ed, who  wen6  w>  insignificant  cia^s  in  the 
4919  southern  .provinces^  were  compelled 
to, silence,  until  the  first,  burst  of  revolu- 
tionary  excitement  bad  an.  opportujuity  to 
ao^ide,  iwder  the.  never-faiUng  influence 
oftimeandsufferinfir*  i 

Qage,  Aecure  ia  l^i^.pQ^itloiJiB^  and  sup- 
ported by  a. constantly  increasing  power, 
as  woU  as  the .  presence  /of  a  formidahle 
fleqt,  looked  oi«  the  gathem^g.s^onji^  with  a 
•tetdy  «ye.  And.  with  ^j^  p^^Unn^s  w,hich 
distiii^ttialiMd  .the  mild  heiiipyolenc^,of  his 
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^dM  (be  4tlt^tto|ii^  «f  Olfe  Al^ii«ilit»  «iiM 

.|9QVWr  of  the  peac6fi]d-4olMiMirJi^li(»^ 

tb^proteot  itedlvwiCltiaiiCir  .iMlMq^obbitt^ 

minated  against  the  reii^i;  «Aii  &mslll«llliir 
jneasureB  ali  were  <bM|^iadi8|Mn8i^|ll^ 
assert  the>digaity/  aod  vadiorityr'^tof^Ae 
.towwp,  ¥;»g  pgomptiy  aduptadd  Of  bDlii«s» 
these  .haitidtesixtenaBemtibiiSi  wsredfee* 
garded^  andrall  his  M^hoartatiDw  tocmfa^ 
to,  tot  aUttgiaxBOB  iwHick^iiMr  ^poofiko^^M 
denied  Jojad^^tet^  licea  impaiitalilwerefSast 
vm^  tfae)id»t^o£raii»s^jiuBi)ilhew)|gq^la^ 
«MS  o£  the  ttttle. .  illiBsd  (mj^i^Bi^tmin^ 
^^v/6g^Otneh^  waiibdrf^altanq 

made  tg^ttfcityaligwispMi^^ 
'  tlmruind^  ^itfacbiiglieiit  otihf4kl^iamdes, 
eiK^s^ttiieii|nMad»rilBhitlifiiM9M  j^m/t 


til»(ii.Iatdi yisvs^^misweftdkf  the  pe^e 

iftcibttiid^.  .bivk  iMmly  petitions  to  tlw 

4m)nfk  .fonjttstipe,;^  W^  in  loud  remoii^ 

fitwio«9  t^tthe.Pa];UaB»Kit^  r^^iring'to  h^ 

leatonsd  to  4he  possesBioa  .of  tiiote  rigfaUi 

aod  jmroifHtieB  wliich  shoukl  be  aeourai 

to  allwko  Mjoyed  the  protectioa  of  tfaeil* 

common  coostitutioii.    Still  the  fowifar  an^ 

prerogAtiYes* .  of  the  Prince  were*  de^l j 

reape^tocb  MldTweie  aUuded  to,  in  all  pubr 

\k  iecjamfai^,  witix  .the  .Yoneration  wfaifh 

^MsUKmgbt.dEnecto  the  aaetfedness  of  hia 

eiMtiMtar  Mid .  italion.    But  that  bitingi 

l^oiigh^gmw.  aaivmm.vhioh  ^-ookmialB 

bewcBo  ir^  iMTw  to  use,  wasireely  ^x-> 

poadad  on  hteiiraisters,  whoiwvare  accused 

of  densing^  the  nasamnesc  so  deatmetire  to 

Aeftaca  of  the  empsra«    In  thi»  maimei 

paeediiloQie  weekaaftsr  the  sente  of  skii^ 

mishas  arUchiWere  t»dled  the  battle  of 

Lexington,  from  the  eircumstance  of  com* 

meacing  at  die  hamlet  of  that  name,  both 

pvtiea  continuing  to  prepare  for  a  mightief 

eztabition  of  their  power  and  daring. 

LioD^  had  by  no  means  been  an  uncoah 
cemed  spectator  of  these  preparatiena. 

c  3 


l%eii]orti(iig  after  the  letnmof  the  detabk* 
ment^  he  applied  for  a  command,  equal  to 
Ml  jwt  expectatioiM .  But  ^wiiile  he  was 
wmplimented  on  the  spirit  and  loyalty  he 
had  inanifeated  on  the  late  oocaaion,  it 
was  inthnated  to  the  young  man  that  he 
tnight  be  of  more  service  ta  the  cause  of 
Ids  Prince,  by  devoting  his  time  to  the 
oultivation  of  his  interest  among  those 
powerful  colonists  with  whom  his  famOjr 
was  allied  by  blood,  or  connected  by  loag 
and  close  intimacies.  It  was  even  sub- 
mitted  to  his  own  judgment,  whather  it 
would  not  be  well,  at  some  auspicious  mo- 
ment, to  trust  his  person  without  the  de- 
fences of  the  army,  in  the  prosecution  of 
this  commendable  design.  There  was  so 
much  that  was  flattering  to  the  self-love, 
and  soothing  to  the  pride  of  the  young 
soldier,  artfeUy  mingled  with  these  ambi- 
guous proposals,  that  he  became  conteat 
tp  await  the  course  of  events,  havii^t 
howerer,  secured  .a  promise  of  obtaining  a 
suitable  milkary command,  in  the  case  of 
Avrther  hostilities.  That  auoh  an  event 
was  at  hi^d,,  could  not  weU  be 
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£^  (fee HiMh  less  ofascrmgtbaA.Ma^or 

tjrdgilehiid'tLlt^tfdy  abandoMd  haa  toHh 
)M)miy/{K>iitioii  in  GhBiimtown,  for  Um 
sabii  «f  proctm&g  tdditioiiai  seeunty  by 
cont^ntMathg  his  force.  Fixhh  the  hills  of 
the  Peninishllabf  Boston,  it  ^was  appfeurent 
Aat  the  eoloaists  were  finst  assuming  ths 
fmiit  of  nen  'who  were  resolved  to  be* 
ieagtier  the  army  of  the  King.  Many  of 
tfie  oppo^te  heights  were  already  crowned 
vnxh  hastily  formed  works  of  earth,  and  a 
formidable  body  of  these  unpractised  war- 
riors had  set  themselves  boldly  down  before 
the  entrance  of  the  isthmus,  cutting  off  all 
communication  with  the  adjacent  country^ 
and  occupying  the  little  viUs^e  of  Rodl- 
bury,  directly  before  the  muzzles  of  the 
British  guns,  with  a  hardiness  that  would 
uot  have  disgraced  men  much  longet 
tried  in  the  "field,  and  more  inured  to  its 
dangers. 

The  surj^iise  created  in  the  army  by 
these  appearances  of  skill  ttnd  spiiif  tanoag 
the  hitherto  despisM  Am^riMms,  m  Mmst 
meagre  ceased  when  the  rtimoiir  spread 
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itself  in  th^  camp^  that  msmf  geatb* 
men  of  the  Provinces,  who  had  served 
with  credit  in  the  forces  of  the  crown,  at 
jfonner  periods,  were  milled  with  the 
people  in  stations  of  respcmsibility  and 
command.  Among  othe];9,  Lionel  heaid 
the  names  of  Ward  and  Thomas;  men  of 
liberal  attainments,  and  of  some  experienee 
in  arms.  Both  were  regularly .  eomsus** 
sioned  by  the  C<Higress  of  the  colony  as 
leaders  of  their  forces;  and  under  their 
orders  were  numerous  regiments  duly  or- 
ganized ;  possessing  all  the  neceissaij  qua* 
lifications  .  of  soldiers,  excepting  the  two 
indispensable  requisites  of  discipline  and 
arms.  Lionel  heard  the  name  of  Wanren 
mentioned  oftener  than  any  other  in  the 
circles  of  Province-house,  and  with  that 
sort  of  bitterness,  whicl^  even  while  it  be- 
spoke their  animosity,  betrayed  the  jrespect 
of  his  enemies.  This  gentleman,  who, 
until  the  last  moment  had  braFod  the  pre- 
sence of  the  royal  troops,  and  learleoaly 
advocated  his  principles,  lyfaile  endroled 
with  their  bayonets,  was  now  known  to 
have  suddenly  disappeared  from 
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them,  abandoning  home,  property,  and  a 
limtive  {NPofession ;  and  by  sharing  in  the 
cidsittg  Bcenes  of  the  day  of  Lexington,  to 
have  fairly  cast  his  fortunes  on  the  struggle. 
Bat  tbe  name  which  in  secret  possiessed 
the  greatest  thairm  for  the  ear  of  the  young 
Britisli  sddJ!^,  Was  that  of  Putnam,  a  yeo« 
nan  of  the  in^ighbonring  colony  of  Connec- 
ticut/who,  BB  the  uproar  of  the  alarm 
whirled   by  bim,    literally   deserted    his 
plough,  and  mounting  a  beast  from   its 
team^  made  an  early  halt,  after  a  forced 
march  of  a  hundred  miles,  in  the  foremost 
ranks  of  lus  countrymen .     Wliile  the  name 
of  this  sturdy  American  was  passing  in 
whispers  among  the  veterans  who  browdfed 
the  le? ees  of  Gage,  a  flood  of  melandibly 
and  tender  recollections  flashed  through 
tire  brain  of  the  young  man.  'He  remem- 
berod  the  frequent  land^ififtereAtiiigcommii- 
iricaAions  which  in  his  boyhobd,  he  had 
held  witjh  fais  own  fiither;  before  the  dark' 
shade  had  passed  t?ero6s'  the  reaison  of  Sir 
Lionel,  and,  ih  every  tal«  of  murderous 
eombats  with  the  savage  tenants  of  the 
wilds,  in  each  scene  of  danger  and  of  dar- 
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mg  lliat  had  distingubhed  tiie- 
war&re  of  the  vdldemess,  and*  ette  in 
strange  and  fearful  encounters  with  Ihe 
beasts  of  the  forest,  the  nasoe  of  thitntti 
was  blended  with  a  species  of  ifliivakous 
fame  that  is  seldcon  obtained  ivan-ea"* 
lightened  age,  and  never  und«iervedly. 
The  great  wealth  of  the  fionil^r  ef  Uacoln, 
and  the  high  expectations  ci  its  heir,  had 
obtained  for  the  latter  a  military  rank 
which  at  that  period  was  rarely  enjoyed 
by  any  but  such  as  had  bought  the  dis- 
tinction by  long  and  arduous  serviees. 
Consequently,  many  of  his  equals  had 
shared  in  those  trials  of  his  fttther,  in 
which  the  '  Lion  heart'  of  America  had 
been  so  conspicuous  for  his  deeds.  By 
these  grave  veterans,  who  should  know 
him  best,  the  name  of  Putnam  was  always 
mentioned  with  strong  and  romantic  affec- 
tion ;  and  when  the  notable  .scheme  of 
detaching  him,  by  the  promise  of  office  and 
wealth,  from  the  cause  of  the  colonists 
was  proposed  by  the  cringing  counselktfs 
who  surrounded  the  commander-in-chief, 
it  was  listened  to  with  a  contemptaous 


memdiilky  by  the  former  assodates  of 
tiie  old  partisan^  that  the  result  of  the  plan 
fidly  justified.  Similar  inducements  were 
oAied  to  others  among  the  Americans, 
whose  talenis  were  thought  worthy  of  ^ir« 
ebse ;  bat  so  deep  root  had  the  principles 
of  the  day  taken,  that  not  a  man  of  any 
note  was  found  to  listen  to  the  preposition* 
While  these  subtle  experiments  were 
adopted  in  the  room  of  more  energetio 
nttssures,  troops  continued  to  arrive  from 
England,  and,  before  the  end  of  May, 
nnmy  leaders  of  renown  appeared  in  the 
councils  of  Grage,  who  now  possessed  a 
dispoaaUe  force  of  not  less  than  eight 
thousand  bayonets.  With  the  appearance 
of  these  reinforcements,  the  fallen  pride  of 
the  army  began  to  revive,  and  the  spirits 
of  the  haughty  young  men  who  had  so 
recently  left  the  gay  parades  of  their 
boasted  island,  were  chafed  by  the  reflec* 
tion  that  such  an  army  should  be  cooped 
within  the  narrow  limits  of  the  peninsula 
by  a  band  of  half*aimed  husbandmen^ 
destitute  alike  of  the  kiiowledg  eof  war,, 
and  of  most  of  its  munitions.    This  feeling 
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Nras  incTMsed  by  the  taimtB^itf.  the  AtmmfA 
cans   themsdves,    who  now  tanredr)^^ 
tables    on   their    adversaries,  ^wpftyissgi 
among  other  sneers,  the  term  of  '^  dboir- 
room"  freely  to  Bm^oyne,  ana  «f those 
chieftains  of  the  royal  army, ;  who  Ind 
boasted  unwittingly  of  the  intentioii  of 
himself  and  his  compeers,  to  widen  tke 
limits  of  the  army  iminediaiadiy  'omlheif 
arrival  at  the  scene  of  the  eonteatL^uThe 
aspect  of  things  within  -'thfirfiiztishiitaiiiiy' 
began  to   indicate,    boweTer^  ^thai^ilwi 
leaders  were  serioua  in  thd  miMtasmrt^ 
extend  their  possessions*;  wid^cBiiq  d^jva- 
were    again    turned  to   theiihaiglifciefl' 
Charlestown,  the  spot  most*  Iike|]p.tta9h0t 
first  occupied.  •.     tin  if 

.  No  military  positions  coald  bei  .movt^ 
happily  situated^  as  raspeote  IseaUty^'^to* 
support  each  other,  and  -  to  e3Blead>  SDd^ 
weaken  the  lines  of  their  enemies,  than  the 
two  opposite  peninsulas  so  often  mention 
ed.    The  distance  between  them  was  bat 
sax  hundred  yards,  and  the  deep  and  Ur 
vigable  wat^n  by  which  tiiey  were  neaily 
surrounded,  rendered  it  easy  for  the  lofal 
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gsMai  id'  tidDB&Bnd,  ^  any  time,  die 
mktainmint  the'  heaviest  vessels  of  the 
ffort^/iipffdeienaBig' either  place.  With 
thttaHaJvaiiUiges  before  Aem,  the  sdrmy 
glidl|r  l^mi)  those  orders  issued,  which, 
it  w^^imaa  inHleTsfbod,  indicated  an  ap- 
pn>afihi]ig9ttoveHU$nt  to  the  opix)site  shores. 
-  It  wafeiBDW)  Bight)  wiseks  since  the'com- 
PttMBinenfrflghristiiilaes^  and  the  war  had 
faeeif  codfiflBd  teJthe  preparatioiis  detailed, 
"mSutibB^jamikption  of  one  or  two  sharp 
AifiiRhw :  oniiie  islands  of  the  harbour, 
betweoKitfae  ibragisrs  of  the  armyp  and 
sBH^  pinrties '  ^  the  Americans,  in  which 
die  \mkt  well  maintained  their  newly  ac* 
qooeA  reputation  for  spirit. 

With  the  arrival  of  the  regiments  from 
RUfland,  gaieQr  had  once  mere  visited  the 
town,  .'though  so^  of  the  inhabitants  as 
wan  ooBpetted  to  remain  against  their 
ineKnatRms; '  continued  to  maintain  that 
cold'ireserve,  in  their  deportment,  which 
efieetuftliy  repelled  all  the  efforto  of  the 
offioers  to  indnde  them  in  the  wanton  fes* 
tivities  of  tiie  tune.  TheK  were  a  few, 
however,  amdnir  the*  ooloimts/  who  had 


been  biibed^  hj  oflSiMs  «m1  emiiiiiirtiitii, 
to  desert  the  good  cnsepf  tbe  land  ;  «d 
as  some  of  these  had  aireadybaen  aelviri- 
ed  by  offices  iiriiich.  gare  iktm  anal  to 
the  ear  of  the  royal  govemar;  .ivha  wu 
thought  to  be  imduly  and  vidHtpptty  miih 
enced  by    the  peomicioas  counciia   with 
which  they  poiaaned  his.  jnind  aMl^|ire|ttr- 
ed  him  for  acts  of  injustice  aisd  banfanesit 
Aat  both  his  unbiassed  feelings  and  «di* 
nary  opinions  would  have  conda— sd>    A 
few  days  succeeding  the  affidr  of  Lexng* 
ton,  a  meeting  of  the  inhabkatitB  ha4<  beea 
oouTened,  and  a  solemn  compact  was  taade 
between  them,  and  thagovamoiiiltiBbsaA 
as  chose  to  deliver  up  their  tmoa^  W^^ 
leave  the  place,  while  the  remaindtft  %ere 
promised  a  suitable  protedlMa  /usntiitir 
own  dwellings.    The  anna  wMtdelivaMd, 
but  that  part  of  the  coaditiona  which  re- 
lated to  the  removal  of  tibe  iahabilants 
was  violated,  under  slight  and  inwifficient 
pretexts.    This,  and  various  other  causes 
incidental  to  military  rulcw  ewbitteff^  .tiie 
feelings  of  the  people,. and  feniishedi msw 
causes  <rf*  comi^aint ;  while  on  th#  other 


knd^lMrod  nms  -sapidlj  usnrptog  tlM 

fdiee  of  tontaDOfU  in  the  breasts  of  those 

whtifaKli)eca  CMBi^lted  to  change  their 

lentMsnte  with  fespect  to  a  people  that 

th^'Omdd  arrer  love.    In  this  manner^ 

raBntmefit  and  diaBtrast  existed,  with  all 

the  viahnoB  of  peisonaiitjr,  within  the 

piaee  itsMC  ttffindinf  an  additional  reason 

toAe-'tEiDpsdrorwialung  to  extend  their 

IinitB.i>    Notwrithstanrfing  these  inauspit 

dona  «BaaB''of  the  character  of  thecon* 

test/  the  native  kindness  of  Grage,    and 

fftriu^'a'idesBfe  to  rescue  a  few  of  his 

Msraea  fboi|i  the  hands  of  the .  c<^nists» 

judaoed  him  tor  oMMent  to  an  exchange  of 

tib  prisoners  made  in  the  inroad ;  thus 

estibliAiiig,  in  the  onset,,  a  precedent  to 

distingaish  the  controrersy  fixmi  an  ordi* 

saiy  rehellien  against  the  loyal  authority 

of  the  sovereign.    A  meeting,  was  held, 

for  this  purpose,  in  the  village  of  Charles^ 

town,  at  th^ittime  unoccupied  by  either 

anny.    At   the  head   of  the   American 

deputation  appeared  Warren,  and  the  old 

partisan  of  tiie  wilderness,  already  m^i- 

tioned,  who,  by  a  happy,  though  not  un^ 
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common  conatitadoa  joi  t^^fpffnofift^ 
aa  .forward  in  deeds  of  dwrky/Qflon^ttlm^ 
of  dariog^  At  this  .in^erviewj^  Ae/v^rajl  4tf 
the  veterans  of  the  royal  am^yi/W^f^'Pie- 
sent,  having  passed:  tke,.§|^tik>^(<4ol^  a 
last/ friendly  converse  ^(h^illjtif^^lW^i^ 
comrade,  who  received  thf^^.^f^  ,ibe, 
frankness  of  a  soldier,  »wbil^  J^e^dj^e^bN 
their  subtile  endeavouxs.to  en^tip^J^^iiftmi 
the  banners  under  which  he  )^dng|^ljw|pd, 
with  a  sturdiness  as  yi^efl^jwd  ji>g<jWr{  it 
was  inflexible.  -     «•.>  jt;rij  y 

While  these  events  were^pf^^uncilVi^ 
the  great  scene  of  the  conteati  ffkf^ik'ltfk^ 
preparation  was  to  be  heaxd»  t^nus^oot 
the  whole  of  the  wide  extent  i0if<  dm  n^lo- 
nies.     In  various  places  plight ,  apt?  >of  Jtass* 
tility  were  committed,  the  Ai9uflW!^fV^ti^o 
longer  waiting  for  the  Britisl^  tQ^b^  the 
aggressors,  and  everywhenb  i^dk^oStarj 
stores  as  could  be  reachjedn  wer^  aeised, 
peaceably  or  by  violence,  a^  the  qaae  re- 
quired.     The  concentration;  of  most  of 
the  troops  in  Boston,  had,  hoiv^er,»  left 
the  other  colonies ,  comparatively  bot  little 
to  achieve,  though^^  while  they  stiU  retted. 
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nomiri^/ under  the  dominion  of  the 
crown,  they  'A^glected  no  means  within 
thei^ 'p6Wer 'to  assert  their  rights  in  the 
lafitextt^mity. 

AtPhiliutelphia'"*  the  Congress  of  the 
Delcgates'from  the  United  Colonies/'  the 
body  that  continued  the  great  movements 
<>f  a  peopIeM^ho  now  first  began  to  act  as  a 
^stmci  nation/  issued  their  manifestos, 
supporting,  in  a  liiasterly  manner,  their 
principles,  ^and  proceeded  to  organize  an 
^nny  that  should  be  as  competent  to  main- 
tain tlK^  ais  circtmstances  would  allow. 
Geniettien' Who  'had  been  trained  to  arms 
in  tMj^S^^be'ef  the  king,  were  invited  to 
^^WP  fif  i  UiMf  'banners,  and  the  remamde'r 
<>f'tte' vtetoxcies  were  filled  by  the  nanies 
of  the'jfbbthfy,  the  bold^  and  adventurous, 
who  irir^'wHlhig  to  Hsk  their  lives  in  a 
caus^^WhcAM  evefi  success  promised  so  lit- 
tle p^rsonttl^  advantage.    At  the  head  of 
bis  JiM  Wimtrained  Warriors,  the  Congress 
lilaced'^diie' of  their  oVra   body,  a  man 
Jread;^  dOtthiguiUied  fbr  his  services  in  the 
)eM,^ii^tt^hd  itas  i^^   beqtreathed  tbliis 
ooatih^'tlte  gIbVy'of  to  untarnished  name« 
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CHAPTER  III. 


'<Tkott  MLi  flieei  me  at  Fliittp^  r 


DuEiNO  this  period  of  fererish  excite* 
meiit^  while  the  appearance  and  priTataons 
of  war  existed  with  so  little  of  its  danger  or 
its  action,  Lionel  had  not  altogether  ftiget- 
ten  his  personal  feelings^  in  the  poweifiiiiA' 
terest  created  by  the  state  of  poblic  affiufs* 
Early  on  the  morning  sncceediag  llie  night 
of  the  scene  between  Mn«  Ledmefeaiid 
the  inmates  of  the  warehouse,    he  hid 

« 

repaired  again  to  the  spot,  to  relieve  the 
intense  ai\Ki^  of  his  mind,  by  seekiif  a 
comi^ete  explanation  of  aU  those  myvte-j 
)ries  which  had  been  Ihe  prmcipel  tigaooMi^ 
that  bound  him  to  a  man,  little  knowaj 
except  for  Ins  singuhuritiea;. 

The  effbcts  of  the  preoediog  day's  batj 
tie  were  already  visible  ih  tine  XMm 
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I^lace,  wfaere»  as  Lionel  pasted,   he'  saw 

few,  or  none   of  the   countrymen  Mrho 

usuallj  crowded  the  square  at  that  hour. 

In  fact,  the  windows  of  the  shops  were 

opened  with  caution^  and  men  looked  out 

upon  the  fiice  of  the  sun,   as  if  doubting 

of  its  appearanee  and  warmth,  as  in  sea^ 

sons  of  ordinary    quiet;    jealousy,    and 

distrast,  having  completely  usurped  the 

place  ofl  secmrity  within  the  streets  of  the 

town.'    Notwitiiatanding  the   hour,    few 

were^  iflt  their  beds,  and  those  who  ap« 

peared  betayed  by  their  looks  that  they 

^  paised  the   night  in   watchfulness. 

Among  this  numbei'  was  Abigail  Pray, 

^  leceived  her  guest  in  het  little  tower, 

snrFQMded  by  every  thing  as  he  had  seen 

it  onHie  past  evening,  nothing  altered,  ez« 

cept  her  awn  dark  eye,  which  at  times 

loofcad  like  a  gem   of  price  sat  in  her 

iqaalid  featuras,  but  which  now  appeared 

liaggafd  and  suBken,  participating  'more 

nnrkadly  than  common^  in  the  general 

air  of  misery  thi^  pwvaded  the  woman* 

"I haiire intruded  at  asomewhat  unusual 
^wtm  Mrs.  Pray,'*  said  lio&el,  as  he  eii« 
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tered ;  ''.but  busmess  of  the  Idsi momeiit 
require  that  I  should  see  your  lodger— I 
suppose  he  is  above ;  it  will  be  well  to 
announce  my  visit/' 

Abigail  shook  her  head  with  an  ab  of 
solemn  meaning,  as  she  answered  in  a 
subdued  voice,  "  He  is  gonel" 

".Gone!"  exclaimed  Lionel;  "whither, 
and  when?" 

"  The  people  seem  visited  by  the  vrrath. 
of  God,  sir,"  returned  the  woman ;  "  old 
and  young,  the  sick  and  well,  are  crazy 
about  the  shedding  of  blood;  and  it*s 
beyond  the  might  of  man  to  say  where  the 
torrent  will  be  stayed  1" 

"  But  what  has  this  to  do  with  Ralph  1 
where  is  he  ?  Woman,  you  are  not  play- 
ing, me  false  !^' 

"  I !  heaven  forbid  that  I  should  ever  be 
false.again  I  and  to  you  least  of  all  God*s 
creatures!  No,  no.  Major  Lincoln;  the 
wonderful  man,  who, seems  to  have  lived 
SO  long  diat  he  ,can  even  read  our  secret 
thoughts,  as  I  had  supposed  maa  ooold 
never  read  them,  has  left 'me,  and  I  know 
not  whether  he  will  ever  return/' 
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"Ever!  yotihave  not  driven  him  by 

violence  from  under  yonr  miserable  roof?'* 

''My  roof  is  l^ke  that  of  the  fowls  of 

the  air— 'tis  the  roof  of  any  who  are  so 

unfortunate  is  to  need  it.     There  is  no 

spot  on  earth,  Major  Lincoln,  that  I  can 

call  mine —but  one  day  there  will  be  one; 

yes,  yes,  ther^  will  be  a  narrow  hou3# 

provided  for  us  all;  and  God  grant  that 

niine  may  be  as  quiet  as  the  coffip  is  said 

to  be!    I  lie  not.  Major  Lincoln ;  no,  this 

time  I  am  innocent  pf  deceit — Ralph  and 

Job'  have  gone   together,  but  whither,  I 

know  not,  unless  it  be  to  join  the  people 

without  the   town;   they  left  m.e  as  the 

moon  rose,  and  he  gave  nie  a  parting  and 

a  warning  voice,    that  will  ring  in  my 

ears  until  they  are  deafened  by  the  damps 

of  the  grave/' ' 

"  Gone  to  join  the  Americans,  and  with 
JobP  returned  Lionel  musing,  aud  with- 
out attending  to  the  closing  word3  of 
Abigail.  "  Your  boy  will  purchase  per0 
with  this  madness^  Mrs.  Pray,  apd  should 
be  looked  to." 

VOL.  II,  9 
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''  Job  is  not  oue  of  God's  accountables, 
nor  is  he  to  be  treated  like  other  children," 
returned  the  woman.  ''  Ah !  Major  Lincoln, 
a  healthier,  and  a  stouter,  and  a  finer  boy 
was  not  to  be  seen  in  the  Bay-Proyince, 
till  the  child  had  reached  his  fifth  year, 
then,  then  it  was  that  the  judgment  of  hea- 
ven fell  on  mother  and  son ;  sickness  made 
him  what  you  see,  a  being  with  the  form, 
but  without  the  reason  of  n^an^  and  I  have 
grown  the  wretch  I  am.  But  it  has  all 
been  foretold,  and  warnings  enoygh  have  I 
had  of  it  all ;  for  is  it  not  aaidj  that  k 
*  will  visit  the  sins  of  the  fathers  upon  the 
children  until  the  third  and  fourth  genera* 
tion !'  Thank  God,  my  sorrows  and  sins 
will  end  with  Job,  for  there  never  can  be 
a  third  to  suffer." 

''  If,"  said  Lionel,  ''there  he  any  sin 
which  lies  heavy  at  your  heart,  ev^ry  con- 
sideration, whether  of  justice  or  repent- 
ance, should .  induce  you  to  confess  your 
errors  to  those  whose  happiness  may  be 
affected  by  the  knowledge,  if  any  such 
there  be?" 
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The  anxious  eye  of  the  woman  raised 
itself  to  meet  the  look  of  the  young  man; 
but  quailing  before  the  piercing  gaze  it 
encountered,  she  quickly  turned  it  upon 
the  litter  and  confusion  of  her  disordered 
apartment.  Lionel  waited  some  time  for  a 
reply,  but  finding  that  ^he  remained  obsti- 
nately silent,  he  continued — 

''  From  what  has  already  passed,  you 
must  be  conscious  that  I  have  good  reason 
to  believe  that  my  feelings  are  deeply  con- 
cerned in  your  secret;  make,  then,  yqur 
confession  of  the  guilt  which  seems  to 
bear  you  down  so  heavily;  and  in  return 
for  the  confidence,  I  promise  you  my  for- 
giveness and  protection." 

As  Lionel  pressed  thus  directly  the 
point  so  near  his  heart,  the  woman  shrunk 
away  from  her  situation  near  him,  and  her 
countenance  lost,  as  he  proceeded,  its  re- 
markable expression  of  compunction,  in  a 
forced  look  of  deep  surprise,  that  showed 
she  was  no  novice  in  dissimulation,  what- 
ever might  be  the  occasional  warnings  of 
her  conscience. 
'*  Guilt ! "  she  repeated,  in  a  slow  and 
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tremulous  voice ;  "  we  are  all  guilty,  and 
would  be  lost  creatures,  but  for  the  blood 
of  the  Mediator." 

*'  Most  true ;  but  you  have  spoken  of 
crimes  that  infringe  the  laws  of  man,  as 
well  as  those  of  God." 

**  I !  Major  Lincoln — I,  a  disorderly  law 
breaker ! "  exclaimed  Abigail,  affecting  to 
busy  herself  in  arranging  her  apartment— 
"  it  is  not  such  as  I  that  have  leisure  or 
Courage  to  break  the  laws  !  Major  Lipcob 
IS  trymg  a  poor  lone  woman,  to  make  nis 
jokes  with  the  gentlemen  of  his  mess  tnis 
evening — 'tis  certain,  we  all  of  us  nave'otir 
burthens  of  guilt  to  answer  fo^r^-^sufeiy 
Major  Lincoln  couldn't  have  heartf  ifninfeYer 
Hunt  preach  his  sermon,  the  laig%  s^b^ 
on  the  sins  of  the  town  i  "  *    ' 

Lionel  coloured  hisjily  at  the  artfur  im- 
putation  of  the  woman,  that  he  was  prac- 
tismg  on  her  sek  and  unprotected  situation : 
and  greatly 
duplicity  i 

language,  endeavounng  to  lead  her  pn,  bv 
kindness,  ana  soothmg,  to  the  desired  cxftn- 
munieations.     But  all  his  ingenuity  was 
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laet  by  more  than  equal  abilities  on  the 
part  of  Abigail,  from  whom   he  only  ob- 
tained expressions    of  surprise,  that   he 
could  have  mistaken  her  language  for  more 
than  the  usual  acknowledgment  of  errors, 
that  are    admitted    to    be     common    to 
our  lost  nature.      In  this  particular  the 
voman  was^  in  no  respect  singulcu*;   the 
greater  number  of  those  who  are  loudest 
in  their  confessions  and  denunciations  on 
the  abandoned  nature  of  our  hearts,  com* 
m(mly  resenting,  in  the  deepest  manner, 
the  imputation  of  individual  offences.    The 
nore  earnest   and  pressing  his  inquiries 
became,  the   more  wary  she  grew,  until 
disgusted  with  her  pertinacity,  and  secretly 
suspecting  her  of  foul  play  with  her  lodger, 
he  left  the  house  in  anger,  determining  to 
^eep  a  close  eye  on  her  movements,  and, 
at  a  suitable  moment,  to  strike  such  a  blow 
as  should  bring  her  not  only  to  confession, 
but  to  shame. 

Under  the  influence  of  this  momentary 
resentment,  and  unable  to  avoid  harbour- 
ing the  most  unpleasant  suspicions  of  hi« 
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atmt,  the  young  man  determined,  that  very 
morning,  to  withdraw  himself  entirely,  as 
a  guest,  from  her  dwelling.     Mrs.  Ledi- 
mere,  who,  if  she  knew  at  all  that  Lionel 
had  been  a  witness  of  her  intercourse  with 
Ralph,  must  have  received  the  intelligence 
from  Abigail,  received  him,  at  breakftttt, 
with  a  manner  that  betrayed  no  such  con- 
sciousness.    She  listened  to  his  excuses 
fot  removing,  with  evident  conoerD;  and 
more  than  once,  as  Lionel  spokor  6f  the 
probable  nature  of  his  future  life,<no1f  that 
hostilities  had  commenced^  thfe  additional 
troiiMe  his  presence  would  oeodbioii  to  her 
habits  and  years,  of  his  great  comcem  in 
her  behalf:  and,  in  ifliert,  of  all  that  he 
could  devise  in  the  way  of  apology  for-  the 
step,  he  saw  her  eyes  turned  anxiouSy  on 
Cecil,  with  an  ezpressioti  which,  at  afaothey 
time,  might  have  led  him  to  distrust  the 
motives  of  her  hospitality.      The  yttmg 
lady  herself,  however,  evidently  h^ioii  the 
proposal  with  great  satisfaction^  and  when 
her  grandmother  appealed  to  her  opiiimi, 
whether  he  had  urged  a  single  good  reason 
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for  the  measure,  she  btiswered  with  a  viv^ 
city  thiA  had  beeA  a  strange^  to  her  maimer 
oflace— 

'*  Certainly,  my  deat  grsoidmamma,  the 
best  of  all  reasons — ^his  inclinations.  Major 
Lineoln  tires  of  ns^  and  of  our  hum-<lrum 
habits,  andy  in  my  eyes,  true  politeness 
requires  that  we  should  suflfer  him  to  leave 
Of  for  his  barracks,  without  a  word  of  re- 
monstrsnoe/' 

''  My  motive  must  be  greaHy  mistaken, 
if  a  ctottre  to  leavie  y6u-^'' 

'^Oh!  ^t  the  exptauMition  k  not  re^ 
qiliMd«  You  ha;re  urged  so  many  reasons, 
coiiSBk  Lionel,  that  tiie  true  and  moving 
motsns  \A  y^  kept  behind  the  curtain.  It 
aust,  and  oain  be  no  other  than  enmiL'' 

'^  TheD  I  will  remain/'  sakl  Lionel ;  "  for 
my  tiling  is  better  than  to  be  suspected  of 
iisensibUity/' 

Cecil  Iboked  both  Ratified  and  disap^ 
pcMDted^^she  played  with  her  spoon  a  mo- 
ment in  embarrassment,  bit  her  beautifiil 
hp  with  vexation,  and  then'  said,  in  a  more 
fnendly  tone--^ 

''  I  must  then  exonerate  you  from  the 
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imputation— ^a  to  your  ^wn  quarters,  if  it 
be  .agrpea|)lei  SMid  ^m  will,  ;t>eUeve  yoiir,iii« 
eomprebensihle  reasons  for  the  ctiai]g|&-* 
besides,  as  a  kiosmafx,  w^  .shall  seQryou 
every  day,  you  kppw/.'    ,. 

Lioiiel  had  now  d,q  long^^  laiijs  <^KCuse  fot 
not  abiding vby  his.^Yovred  detejrvpinatida ; 
aad  nolTv^itbstandiug  Mrs.  LecJ^ioere  parted 
from  her  i^tere&tii;!^  nephew,  with  an  exhi« 
bitipn  of  reluctance  that  wa^  in*  singidsr 
contrast  wit)i  her  iisuajlly  wtd  mdf  Sorm^} 
maimer,  the  desire^  jernqjuii  ww  made  in 
the  course  of  that  very  m^qrniftg^ 

When  this  change  was  acpgmplisbgdt 
wedc  after  week  slipped  by,  in  the  manner 
related  in  the  preceding  ohapteic,  dwng 
which  the  .  reinforcements  .contwo^  to 
arrive,  and  general  ^fte^  gener^  appeared 
in  the  place  fp  support  tl^e  uA^snteipi^xiBg 
Gage  in  t^  condjuct  pf  th^  Mrar^.  The 
timid  ai)[U)Pg§t  the  .^plpnifita  we^e.  appalled 
as  they,  heard,  the  long)  ,Ui|t  p^  proud  and 
boast^  name^  ;  recounted^  There  /wa» 
Howe,  ;a  m^n.^pjrung  from  a  .noble  iRace, 
long  known  for  thdr  d^eds  in  anaa,«id 
•iyhosp^9hi^f;l^a)^ab[«f)dxAb(^d  Mablood^oa 


tlm  soil   <9f  America.      Clinton,  another 
cadet  of  an  illustrious  house,  better  known 
for  his  personal  intrepidity  and  domestic 
kiiidnes8>  than  for  the  rough  qualities  of 
the  warrior.    And  the  elegant  and  accom* 
plished  Burgoyne,  who  had  already  pur- 
chased a  name  in^the  fields  of  Portugal  and 
Germany/ which  he  was  destined  soon  to 
iose  in  &e  wilds  of  An^rita.    In  addition 
to  these  n%ht  be  mentiohed  Pigot,  Grant, 
Robeitsoii,  and  the  h^^ir  of  Northumber- 
land/each  of  whom  led  a  brigade  in  the 
cause  of  his  prince ;  besides  a  host  of  men 
of  i^ser  dote,  v^hb  had  passed  their  youth 
in  tatiiAA,  and  were  now  dbout  to  bring  their 
exp^ienee  bo  the  field,  in  opposition  to  the 
untrained  husbandmen   of  the  plains  of 
Xei«i^-Stt;gland.      As  if  this  'lidt  was  not 
suflScie&t  to  overwhelm  thefar  ifae^perienced 
aii^^ersarSes,  the  ptide  of  krms  had  gathered 
many  :of  tiie  young  among  the  hbble  and* 
chivalric  in  die  British  empirb,  io  the  point 
tm  ^^lAth.  all  e^es  wei^  turned;  ambttgst 
wimm  the  ^ne  #ho*  afterwards  added  the 
fiupesei^W^teath  to  the  laurels  of  his  abces- 
tors^.Wds  tke  joint  heir-  of  Hastings  and 
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Moin,  the  gallant,  Irat,  as  yet,  u&tried 
boy  of  Rawdon.  Amongst  such  compa- 
nions, many  of  whom  had  been  his  asso- 
ciates in  England,  the  hours  of  Lionel 
passed  swiftly  by,  leaving  him  but  Httle 
leisure  to  meditate  on  those  causes  which 
had  brought  him  abo  to  the  scene  of  con- 
tention. 

One  wann  evening,  towards  the  middle 
of  June,  Lionel  became  a  witness  -of  the 
following  scene,  tlirough  the  open  doors 
which  communicated  between  his  private 
apartment  and  the  room  which  Polvrai^ 
had  dedicated   to  what  he  called    *'  the 
knowing  mess."    M'Fuse  was  seated  a^  a 
table,  with  a  ludicrous  air  o£  magisterial 
authority,  while  Polwarth  held  a  slatioh  at 
his   side,    which  appeared  to  partake  of 
the  double  duties  of  a  judge  and  a  scribe. 
Before  this  formidable  tribunal  Setfa  Sage 
was  arraigned,  as  it  would  seem,  to  answer 
for  certain  offences  alleged  to  have  been 
committed  in  the  field  of  battle*     Ignorant 
that  his   landlord  had  not   lecei^'ed    the 
benefit  of  the  late  exchange,  and  curious 
to  know  what  all  the  suppressed  rognerv 
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CDtild  detect  in  the  demure  cottntenanois 
of  hk  fiiends  might  sigpify^  Lionel  dropp^ 
his  pen,  and  listened  to  the  succeedi&f 
dialogue. 

"Wow  answer  to  <  your  effences^  thou 

silly  feUow,  with' a  wise  name/'  M^FuSe 

commenced,  in  a'  voioe  that  did  not  fail» 

by  its  harsh  cadences,  to  create  some  of 

that  awe,  which,  by  the  expression  of  the 

speaker  s  eye>  it  wonld  seem  he  laboured 

to  produce—^'  speak  out  with  the  freedom 

of  a  man,  and  the   compuncttons   of  a 

Christian,  if  you  have  them.    Why  should 

I  not  send  you  at  onee  to  Ireland,  that  ye 

may  grt  your  deserts  on  three  pieces  of 

timber,  the  one  being^  laid  cross-wise  for 

tile  sake  of  conrenienee.    If  you  have  a 

contrary  reason  bestow  it  without  delay, 

for  the  love  you  bear  year  own  angular 

daiformities." 

The  wags  did  not  altogether  fail  in  their 
object,  Seth  betraying  ^  good  deal  more 
uneasiness  than  it  was  usual  for  the  man  to 
e^diibit  even  in  situations  of  uncommon 
peril.  After  clearing  his  throat,  and  look^ 
tng  about  him,  to  gather  from  the  eyes  of 
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the  speetatcM  which  way  their  sympathies 
incfined,  he  ahswered  with  a  very  com** 
aiendable  fortitude—         ,   :     .     ^. 

''  Because  it's  ag'in  all  law/' 
'  ^  Have  done  with  your  interminable  per- 
]plexitiesof  the  law/'  cried  M'Fuse,  ''and 
do  not  bother  honest  gentlemen  ^  with  its 
knavery,  as  if  they  were  no  more  than  so 
many  proctors  in  big  wigs !  'tis  the  gospel 
you  should  be  thinking  of,  you  godless 
i^probate,  on  account  of  that  final  end 
you  will  yet  make,  one  day,  in  a  most 
indecent  hurry.** 

*'  To  your  purpose,  Mac/'  interrupted 
Pplwarth,  who  perceived  that  the  erratic 
feelings  of  his  *  friend  were  beginning 
Mifeady  to  lead  him  from  the  desired  point: 
**  or  I  will  propound  the  matter  myself,  in 
a  style  that  would  do  credit  to  a  mandamus 
counsejjor." 

''The  mandamuses  are  all  ag'in  the 
t^harter,  and  the  law  too/'  continued  Seth* 
%h6se  courage  increased  as  the  dialogue 
^bOfe  more  directly  upon  his  political  prin- 
;^ples — "  and  to  my  mind  it's  quite  con- 
vineing  that  if  mioisteFs  calculate  largely 
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bn  upholding  tfaem^  there  will  be  greSk 
disturbances,  if  not  a  proper  fight  in  the 
land;  ^r  the  whole  country  is  in  a  blaze  T 
'' Disturbances,  thou  immoveable  ini« 
qoity!  thou  quiet  assassin  1"  roared 
M'Fuse ;  "  do  ye  not  call  a  fight  of  a  day 
a  disturbance,  or  do  ye  tar'm  skulking 
behind  fences,  and  laying  the  muzzle  of  a 
musket  on  the  head  of  Job  Pray,  and  the 
breach  on  a  muUen-stalk,  while  ye  draw 
upon  a  fellow-creature,  a  commendable 
method  of  fighting!  Now  answer  me  to 
the  truth,  and  disdain  all  lying,  as  ye  wauld 
ating  any.  thing  but  cod  on  a  Saturday, 
who  were  the  two  men  that  fired  into  my 
very  countenance,  from  the  unfortunate  situ- 
ation among  the  mullensthat  I  have  detailed 
to  you?" 

*'  Pardon  me,  captain  M'Fuse,"  said 
Polwarth,  "  if  I  say  that  your  zoal  and 
indignation  run  ahead  of  your  discretion. 
If  we  alarm  the  prisoner  in  this  manner, 
we  may  defeat  the  ends  of  justice.  Be- 
sides, sir,  there  is  a  reflection  contained  in 
your  language,  to  which  I  must  dissent. 
A  real  dumb  is  not  to  be  despised,  espe- 
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cially  when  served  up  in  wrappw,  and 
between  tMro  coarser  fish  to  preserve  the 
steam— I  kave  had  my  private  meditatioiis 
on  the  subject  of  getting  up  a  Saturday  s 
club,  in  order  to  enjoy  the  bounty  of  Ac 
Bay,  and  for  improving  the  cookery  of  the 
cod!"* 

"  And  let  me  tell  you,  Captsun  Pol- 
warth/'  returned  the  grenadier,  cocking 
his  eye  fiercely  at  the  other,  ^'  that  yoQt 
epicurean  propensities  lead  you  to  the 
verge  of  cannibalism ;  for  sure  it  may  be 
called  that,  when  you  speak  of  'ating»  while 
the  life  of  a  fellow  cr'ature  is  under  a  dis- 
cussion for  its  termination — " 

''  I  conclude,"  interrupted  Setli,  who 
was  greatly  averse  to  all  quarrelling^  and 

*  It  may  be  a  fit  matter  of  inquny  for  the  antiqnanan, 
to  learn  whether  the  captain  ever  put  his  project  in 
execution;  and  if  80«  wbeUier  he  has  not  the  merit  of 
founding  that  famous  association,  which,  to  tlus  faov, 
maintains  the  Catholic  custom  of  the  East,  by  feasting  on 
the  last  day  of  the  week  on  the  staple  of  New-England ; 
and  which  is  said  to  assemble  regularly,  with  much  good- 
fdlowship,  anmnd  more  good  wine  than  is  ever  en- 
countered at  any  other  board  in  the  known  world. 
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who  tioaglit  he  saw  the  symptoms  of  a 

breach  between  his  judges^   **  the  captain 

wishes  to  know  who  the  two  men  were 

that  fired  on  him  a  short  time  before  he  got 

the  hit  in  the  shoulder  ?" 
"  A  short  time,  ye  marvellous  hypocrite ! 

—'twas  as  quick  as  pop  and  slap  could 

make  it." 
"  Periiaps  there  might  be  some  mistake, 

for  a  great  many  of  the  troops  were  much 

disguised — *' 

"  Do  ye  insinuate  that  I  got  drunk  be- 
fwe  the  enemies  of  my  king !"  roared  the 
grenadier ;  "  Harkye,  Mister  Sage,  I  ask 
you  in  a  genteel  way,  who  the  two  men 
were  that  fired  on  me,  in  the  manner 
detailed,  and  remember  that  a  man  may 
tire  of  putting  questions  which  are  never 
answered  V" 

"  Why,*'  returned  Seth,  who,  however 
expert  at  prevarication,  eschewed  with 
religious  horror,  a  direct  lie — "  I  pretty 
much  conclude  that  they — the  captain  is 
sure  the  place  he  means  was  just  beyond 
Menotomy  f* 
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;*^  As  sure  as  men  can  be/'  said  Pol\rartlii 
•*  who  po3sess  the  use  of  their  eyes.** 

^*  Then  captain  Polwarth  can  give  testi'* 
mony  to  the  fact  ?" 

'*  I  believe  Major  Lincohi's  horse  carries 
a  small  bit  of  your  lead  to  this  moment, 
Master  Sage/' 

Seth  yielded  to  this  accumulation  of 
evidence  against  him,  and  knowing  more* 
over,  that  the  grenadi^:;.  had  litecaUymade 
him  a  prisoner  in  the  fact  oS  renewing^  his 
fire»  he  sagaciously  determined  toiSBake  a 
merit  of  necessity,  and.  candidfyMio-ac* 
knowledge  his  agency  in  mflidii^  the 
wounds.  The  utmost,  however,  that  bis 
cautious  habits  would  permit  him  %a 
say,  was^ — 

''  Seeing  there  can't  well  be  any  mis* 
take,  I  seem  to  think,  the  two  nften  were 
chiefly  Job  and  I." 

^*  Obaifly;'  you  lath   of  uBcertaintfr 
exclaimed  M^'Fuse  ;    'i  if  there  was  any 
chaif  in  <  that  cowardly  afisqsgiiiatSiin  of 
wounding  a  Christian,  and  of  also  Imrting 
a  horse,  whichii  though  nothiiig  but  a  dumb 
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hute,  has  better  blood  than  runs  in  your 
own  beggarly  veins,  'twas  your  own  ugly 
propcortionB.  But  I  rejoice  that  you  have 
come  to  the  confessional ! — I  can  now  see 
you  hung  with  felicity —if  you  have  any 
thing  to  say,  urge  it  at  once,  why  I  should 
not  embark  you  for  Ireland  by  the  first 
vessel,  in  a  letter  to  my  Lord*Lieutenant, 
with  a  request  that  hell  give  you  an  early 
procession,  and  a  dacent  funeral." 

Seth  belonged  to  a  class  of  his  country* 
inen,  anongst  whom,  while  there  was  a 
superabundance  of  ingenuity,  th^e  was 
literatty  no  joke.  Deceived  by  the  appear- 
^iK%  of  anger  which  had  in  reaKty  blended 
^th  the  assumed  manner  of  the  grenadier, 
as  he  dwelt  upon  the  irritating  subject  of 
lus  own  injuries,  the  belief  of  the  prisoner 
^^  the  sacred  protection  of  the  laws  be- 
came much  shaken,  and  he  began  to  reflect 
very  serioQaly  on  the  insecurity  of  the 
times,  as  wdl  as  on  the  despotic  nature  of 
the  military  power.  The  little  humour  he 
^inherited  from  his  puritan  ancestors, 
^u^  though  exceedingly  quaint,  altogether 


6&  ItONEL  LINCOLK. 

aftef  a  difSsrent  fitshion  Arom  the  off-hittd 
blundering  wit  of  the  Irishman ;  and  that 
manner  which  ht  did  not  possess,  he  could 
not  entirely  comprehend,  so  that  as  for  as 
a  very  risible  alarm  furthered  the  views  of 
the  two  conspirators,  they  were  quite 
successful.  Polvirarth  now  took  pity  on 
his  evident  embarrassment,  and  observed, 
with  a  careless  manner--^ 

''Perhaps  I  can  make  apropo^by 
^ioh  Mr»  Sage  may  redeem  Us  neck  from 
the  halter,  and  at  the  same  tine  esaentiaihf 
serve  ah  old  friend." 

''  Hear  ye  that,  thou  confimftd^  ^ 
men  and  b'astes  t"  cried  M'Pttse^^'  down 
on  your  knees,  and  thank  Mr«-  Paher 
Polwarth  for  the  charity  of  hifir^kri- 
nuation." 

Beth  was  not  displeased  to  hear  soch 
amicable  intentions  announced ;  but  ha- 
bitually cautious  in  all  bargaiaing,  he  sup- 
pressed the  exhibition  of  his  satiafact]o&, 
and  said  with  an  air  of  deliberatioa  tkat 
would  have  dene  credit  to  the  keened 
trader  in  Kiag*street — ^that   **  he  ahouhl 
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like  to  hear  the  terms  of  the  agreement, 
before  he  gave  his  conclusion." 

'*They  are  simply  these,"  returned 
Polwarth*— "  you  shall  receive  your  pass- 
ports and  freedom  to-night,  on  condition 
that  you  ^gn  this  bond,  whereby  you  will 
become  obliged  to  supply  our  mess  as 
wial,  dwing  the  time  the  place  is  invested, 
with  certain  articles  of  food  and  nourish- 
ment, as  herein  set  forth,  and  according  to 
thepHces  mentioned,  which  the  veriest 
Jew  in  Duke's-place  would  pronounce  to 
be  Hbenth  *  Here;  take  the  instrument, 
and  'read,  and  mark,'  in  order  that  we 
nmy  *  inwardly  digest/  '* 

Seth  took  the  paper,  and  gave  it  that 
manner  of  investigation  that  he  was  wont 
to  bestow  on  every  thing  which  affected 
his  pecuniary  interests.  He  objected  to 
the  price  of  every  article,  all  of  which 
were  altered  in  compliimce  with  his  obsti- 
nate resistance,  and  he  moreover  insisted 
that  a  clause  should  be  inserted  to  exone- 
rate him  from  the  penalty,  provided  the 
intercourse  should  be  prohibited  by  the 
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authorities  of  the  colony  ;  after  Mrhich,  he 
continued — 

''  If  the  captain  will  agree  to  take 
charge  of  the  things,  and  become  liablCi  I 
will  conclude  to  make  the  trade/' 

''  Here  is  a  fellow  who  wants  boot  in  a 
bargain  for  his  life  1"  cried  the-  grenadier  ; 
"  but  we  will  humour  his  covetous  inclina- 
tions^ Polly>  and  take  charge  of  the  chat- 
tels.       Captain    Polwarth   and    myselfi 
pledge  our  words  to  their  safe^^keepifig. 
Let  me  run  my  eyes  over  the  articles,*' 
continued    the    grenadier^    looking  very 
gravely  at  the  several  covenants  of  the 
bond — ''  faith^  Paiter»  you  have  bai|[ained 
for  a  goodly  larder  !      Baif,  mutton^  jngs, 
turnips,  potatos,  melons,  aiid  other  firuita— 
there's  a  blunder,  now,  that  would  keep  an 
English  mess  on  a  grin  for  a  month,  if  an 
Irishman  had  made  it !  as  if  a  m^on  was 
a  fruit,  and  a  potato  was  not !     The  devil 
a  word  do  I  see  that  you  have  said  about  a 
mouthful,  except  aitables  either !      Here, 
fellow,  clap  your  learniog  to  it,  and  I'll 
warrant  you  we  yet  get  a  meal  out  of  it,  in 
some  manner  or  other/' 
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"  Wouldn't  it  be  as  well  to  ptit  the  last 
agreement  in  the  writings,  too,"  said  Seth, 
"  in  case  of  accidents  ?" 

**  Hear  how  a  knave  halters  himself  !** 
cried  M'Fuse ;  "he  has  the  individual 
honour  of  two  captains  of  foot,  and  is  wil- 
ling to  exchange  it  for  their  joint  bond ! 
The  request  is  too  raisonable  to  be  denied, 
Polly,  and  we  should  be  guilty  of  pecu* 
niary^iidide  t<^i«|jectit;  so  place  a  small 
artic)e^iititke  itctto^,  e^lanatory  of  the 
mislateithe  gefttteman  has  fallen  into." 

Pbl^wth  did  not  hesitate  to    comply, 

aod  ill' a^^roty  few  minutes  every  thing  was 

9niuii^(to  the  perfect  satis^tion  of  the 

partje^itlise^tNvo  sdldiers  felicitating  them- 

^eWie8)6iii(be  success  of  a  scheme  which 

seemed'  tx^  tttert  the  principal  evils  of  the 

lea^ueyfrotn  their  awn  mess:  and  Seth, 

Ming  kul^  difficulty  in  complying  with  an 

^rseoMit  which  was  likely*  tb  prove  so 

profitable,  however  much  he  doubted  its 

vtiliAky  ina^^ourt  ctf  justice:  The  prisoner 

M'aisAaw  decided' at  liberty,'  and  was  ad- 

vised  to  make- hiS'W^  otit  of  the  place, 

vith  as  little  noise  ad  possibly,  and  under 
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favour  of  Ae  pass  he  held.  Seth  gave  the 
bond  a  last  and  most  attentive  perusal,  aad 
then  departed,  well  contented  to  abide  by 
its  conditions,  and  not  a  little  pleased  to 
escape  from  tiie  grenadier,  the  expression 
of  whose  half<»comic,  half-^serious  eye,  oc- 
casioned him  m^re  perplexity  than  any 
other  subject  which  had  ever  before  occa* 
pied  his  astutraess.  After  the  disappear- 
ance of  the  prisoner,  the  two  worthies  re« 
paired  to  their  nightly  banquet,  laughing 
heartily  at  the  success  of  their  notable 
invention. 

Lionel    suffered    Seth   to    pass    frosk 
the  room,  without  speaking,  but  as    the 
man  left  his  own  abode  with  a  lingering 
and  doubtful  step,  the  young  soldier  fol* 
lowed  him  into  the  street,  without  com- 
municating to  any  one  that  he  had  wit- 
nessed what  had  passed,  with  the  laud- 
able intention  of  adding  his  own  personal 
pledge  for  the  security  of  the  household 
goods  in  question.     He,  however,  found  it 
no  easy  achievement  to  equal  the  speed  of 
a  man  who  had  just  escaped  from  a  loi^ 
confinement,  and  who  now  appeased  in* 
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dined  to  indulge  hii^  limbs  fjreely  in  the 
plenure  of  an  unlimited  exercise.  The 
velocity  of  Seth  continued  uMbated,  until 
he  bad  coaducted  Lionel  far  into  the  lower 
parts  of  the  town,  where  the  Utter  per- 
ceived him  to  MicQunter  a  man  with  whomi 
ite  turned  suddenly  under  an  arch  which 
fed  into  a  dark  and  narrow  cQurt.    l^ioftel 

• 

instantly  increased  his  speedy  aQd  as  he  en- 
tered beneath  the  passage,  he  caught  a 
glimpse  of  the  lank  figure  pf  the  object  of 
l^is  pursuit,  gliding  through  the  opposite 
entrance  to  the  court,  and,  at  the  same 
nK>ment,  he  encountered  the  man  who  had 
apparently  induced  the  deviation  in  his 
roQte.     As  Lionel  stepped  a  little  on  one 
side,  the  light  of  a  lamp  f<^ll  full  on  the 
form  of  the  other,  and  he  recognised  the 
fexmu  of  the  active  leader  of  the  caucus, 
(as  the  political  meeting  he  had  attended 
was  called,)    though    so    disguised    and 
muffled,  that,  but  for  the  accidental  open- 
ing of  the  folds  of  his  cloak,  the  unknown 
might  have  passed  his  nearest  friend  with- 
out discovery. 
''  We  meet  again !"  es^claimed  Lionel, 
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iQ  the., quickness  of  surprise;  '^  though  it 
W0UI4.  seem  that  the .  sun  is  never  to  shio^ 
on  our  interviews !" 

The  stranger  started,  and  betrayed  a& 
evident  wish  to^continue  his  walk^as  though 
the  other  had  mistaken  his  pexson ;  then, 
as  if  suddenly  recollecting  himself,  he 
turned  and  approached  Lionel^  with  easy 
dignity,  and  answered — 

''  The  third  time  is  said  to  contain  the 
charm !    I  am  happy  to  find  that  I  meet 
Major  Lincoln  unharmed,  after  the  dan 
gers  he  so  lately  encountered." 

The  dangers  have  probably  been  exag- 
gerated  by  those  who  wish  ill  to  the  cause 
of  our  master/'  returned  LioneJ,  ecddly. 

There  was  a  calm  but  proud  smile  on  the 
face  of  the  stranger  as  he  replied —  . 

''  I  shall  not  dispute  the  informatioii  of: 
one  who  bore  so  conspicuous  a  part  in  the 
deeds  of  that  day ;  still  you  will  remenoberJ 
though  the  march  to  Lexington  wa8»  tike 
our  own  acddeutal  reneontreis,  in  jthedaik. 
that  a  bright  sun  shone  upon  the  retaeat. 
and  nothing  has  been  hidm" 

''  Nothing  need  be;Mqcea]iQd^7  siepUeci 
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Lkmel,  aettled  by  the  proud  comjMMnite  of 
the  other,  **  unless,  indeed,  the  man  I  ad- ' 
dress  is  afraid  to  wa]k  the  streets  of  Bos- 
ton in  open  day." 

''  The  man  you  address,  Major  LincotA," 
said  the  stranger,  advancing  in-  his  warmth, 
a  step  nearer  to  Lionel,  ''  has  dared  to 
walk  the  streets  of  Boston  both  by  day 
and  by  night,  when  the  bulHes  of  him  yoik 
€9i\joat  master  have  strutted  tbm  hour 
in  the  aecurity  of  peace;  and  mow  a  natioi^ 
is  op  to  humble  their  preteneiomr,  shall  he 
shrink  from  treading  his  native  soH  wImei 
lie  wtH  r' 

"  This  is  bold  language  for  an  enemy 
within  a  British  camp !  Ask  yourself  what 
course  my  duty  requires  of  me  ?" 

^'  That  is  a  question  which  lies  beiweeft 
Major  Lincoln  and  his  conscience/^  re- 
turned die  stranger }  **  though,"  he  added^ 
altrer  a  momentary  panse,  and  in  a  mHdet 
tone,  as  if  ke  recollected  the  danger  of  his 
j9iCiiatkMa,  **  tibe  gentlemen  of  his  name  and 
lineage  were  not  apt  to  be  informers,  when 
they  dwelt  in  the  tend  of  their  birth. " 
^  Neither  ia  tkw  descendaaft.     Bnl  let 

W^OL.  II.  X' 


C81I  |im6tt«B>firiefifd)s,'oraseDenie&BbQiik}f 
^sviiiei^ive  aiay  disouflB  ihese  topicft  i^tthe 
p6iatB  of  our  >veapcMi&/'     *  i*--  /• 

^*  AuMm/'sadd  the  t  steanger,  'seizinglhe 
htattd  of  the  youhg  moov  aad  presshig  it 
with  the^  warmth  ^f  a  g;ehGat)ii»  '^Aids^on; 
^  ttet  tioar  maif  mitt  be  £kf  •  dbtaBt,  n^ 
Biay  God  smile  only  on^the  just  chnse/' 

'  Wi^ont  uttef iiig'monBj  he  -dFew  theiblda 
ef  bis  dress  more  closely  around  fais  focm, 
and  walked  so  swiAiy  away  that  iaopd, 
IttA  he  possessed  the  inctnaatioa/  ftiMdd 
not  hare  found  an  opportunityrta  anffiatthb 
progress*  As  all  expectation  of  oveptakin^ 
Seth  was  now  lout,  the  young*  sol^ieCioe^ 
turned  slowly  and  tlioag^fiiUy  tamudsim 
qoafters*  .'::/    ut  ]*»".• 

The  two  or  IdhEree. .succeeding (jlayifjwiMB 
distxnguishted  by  <an  pppdavanice>bf;>move 
than  ^  usnaLpre^Aralifiii  amoiigithfilitx^^ 
and  it  became  knQiim:rthatre|£cien»  rrf  rm^lr 
fawi  closely  ^feooDm»tered.'Tthe//gDoutida^of 
the )  iepposit^T  petunsubtid .  ^  •  liioiielupfttieiiligi 
atwdited  tiie/pidgfiMa)0<)ati»aito«  J[)iAiw^i)^ 
pt'afa^bifit3^o£)aciiye<]Benkeiii«iMad^  dtti 
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vishttto  HMtke  aaothor  effort  to  piobe  the 
sectetof  the  tenant  of  tkt  waMhoooe  ttr 
wed,  and.,  he  took  kia  way  towards  tke 
dock-square,  with  that  ol^ect,  on  the  nigM 
t^thelnuth  da^  from  the  preceding  hiter- 
t^i^lhe  stranger.    It  ^  long  after 
the  (attooiliad  iaid  the  town  ia  that  deep 
quiet  whielo  fottowa  tdaie  bustle  of  a  garri- 
son; and  as^he  passed,  along  he  saw  naoe 
but  the: smtin^ipacing  their  short  liniits, 
^  w  oecttional  officer  returning  at  that 
l^e  hoar  fnom  hisi  revels  or  his  duty.    The 
inndawB  of  Ae  wardhouse  were  dark,  and 
its  ifijiabitaata,  if  any  it  had,  were  wrapped 
in  deq>   sleep.      Restless    and   excited, 
Lioaei  pursued  his  walk  through  the  nar- 
mr^nA  gloomy  streets  of  the  North-end, 
until  he  unexpectedly  found  himself  issu^ 
iflgnponithe  open  space  that  is  tenanted 
by  the  dead  ob  Gopp's-^hill;    Oil  this  emir 
neacetbe  'fiDglish  ^eaeral  lii^d  caused. a 
hstteiy  ef  ^hearyideumoa  td  be<raififed»  ftnd 
LiiMfel^  >  unwiltin^ '  to '  eaoonnter  the  i  eha^ 
leage<if  jthe'wnjtinelst  indiii|ng  a  little  to 
one  iidbj  ^^rooe&i^  <to<theib9€|w  rof  the  ht)^ 
and  tattte^ildttscflf'oiivii  >gt^     began  to 

£2 
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muse  deeply  on  bis  own  fortunes,  and  Uie 
situation  of  the  country. 
.    The  night  was  obscure,  but  the  thin  va* 
pours  which  appeared    to    overhang  the 
place  op^ied  at  times,  when  a  faint  star- 
li^t  fell  from  the  )ieavens,  and  rendered 
the  black  hulls  of  the  vessels  of  war  tlutt  lay 
moored  before  the  town,  and  the  fiunt  oat- 
lines  of  the  opposite  shores,  dimly  visible. 
The  stillness  of  midnight  rested  on  the 
scene,  and  when  the  loud  calls  of  "  all's 
well"  ascended  from  the  ships  and  bat- 
teries, the  momentary  cry  wks  succeeded 
by  a  quiet  as  deep  as  if  the  universe  slimi- 
bered  under  this  assurance  of  safety.    At 
such   an   instant,    when    even  the  light 
breathings  of  the  night  air  were  audible, 
the  sound  of  rippling  waters,  like  that  oc- 
casioned  by  raisu^  a  paddle  with  extreme 
x^aution,  was  borne  to  the  ear  of  the  yoong 
soldier.      U^  listened  intently,  and  then 
.beni^g  h^6  eyes  in  the  direction  of  the  £unt 
^\uidS|  he  saw, a  small  canoe  gliding  along 
.^  tb/e  §M^fa^.  oi^.the  water,  and  soon  shoot 
.^|K>u,the^r^^^liiy  sbor^^  at  tbp  foot  of  the 
^'  iW^o*  ^PM^  80  easy  and  uniform  a» 
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scarcely  to  curl  a  wave  on  the  land.  Cu^ 
rious  to  know  who  could  be  moving  about; 
the  harbour  at  this  bour,  in  such  a  secret 
manner,  Lionel  was  in  the  act  of  rising  to 
descend^  when  he  saw  the  dim  figure  of  a 
num  land  firom  the  boat,  and  climb  the  hill, 
dhfeetly  in  a  line  with  his  own  position* 
Suppressing  even  the  sounds  of  his  breath, 
^d  drawing  his  body  back  within  the  deep 
diadow  cast  from  a  point  of  the  hill,  a 
little  above  him,  Lionel  waited  until  the 
figure  had  approached  within  ten  feet  of 
him,  when  it  stopped,  and  appeared,  like 
himself,  to  be  endeavouring  to  suppresi^  all 
other  sounds  and  feelings  in  the  absorbing 
act  of  deep  attention.  The  young  soldier 
I<K)fiened  his  sword  in  its  sheaJkh  before  he 
said,— 

'^  We  have  chosen  a  private  spot,  and  a 
^oret  hour,  sir,  for  our  meditations  f 

Had  the  figure  possessed  the  impalpable 
nature  of  an  immaterial  being.  It  could  not 
have  received  this  remark,  so  startling 
from  its  suddetmess,  with  greater  apathy 
Aan  did  the  man  ^  to  whom  it  wai&'  ad* 
dres^. '  JSe  ixxmeis:  sStowly  toWafds  the 
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speaker^  and  seemed  to  look  at  mm  eat' 
n^stly,  before  lie  answered^  in  a  low,  me- 


-*      i^ 


nacmg  voice — 

'*  There's  a  granny  on  the  hill,  with  » 
gun  and  baggonet,  walking  among  the 
cahiion,  and  if  he  hears  people  talking 
down  here,  hell'  make  them  prisoners, 
though  one  of  them  iBhould  be  Major 
Lincoln/' 

'^  Ha  I  Job/'  said  Lionel,  *'  and  is  it  you 
I  meet  prowling  about  like  a  thief  at  bight  I 
on  what  errand  of  mischief  hav6  you  been 
sent  this  time  V* 

<'  If  Job's  a  thief  for  coming  to  ^eS  die 
graves  on  Copp's,"  returned  the  lad  ^td* 
lenly,  *'  there's  two  of  them."         ^ 

**  Well  answered,  boy !"  said  libnel, 
with  a  smile ;  **  but  I  repeat,  on '  'wfaat 
errand  have  you  returned  to  the  timn  at 
this  unseasonable  and  suspicious  hourf^ 

''  Job  loves  to  come  up  amoiig* '  the 
graves,  before  the  cocks  croW ;  they  &av 
the  dead  walk  when  living  men  slieep." 

"  And  would  yoii  hold  c6tii&uilitiii'Vi(h 
the  dead,  th4n>    '  '      '        "   "  ' 

''  'Tis  sinful  to  ask'thetii  many  ^^ttttions 
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J    * 

^d  sych  as  you  do  p^it  should  be  ma4e  in 

the  Jloly  tian^e/'  returned  the  lad,  in  a 

tone  so  solemn,  that>  connected  with  the 

place  md  the  scene,  it  caused  the  bloba  of 

Honel  to  thrill;   "  but  Job  loves  to  be 

Qear  them,  to  use  hiin  to  the  damps,  ag'in 

the  time  fa6  sli^U  b^  called  ijf>  walk  himself 

in  adieet  at  midnight/' 

''  Hush !''  said  Lionel,  *'  what  noise  i« 
thatr 

Job  ^tooda  moment,  listening  as  intently 
^  his  (;ompaxii<tn,  before  he  answered— 

''  There's  no  noise  but  the  moaning  of 
the  wind  ia  the  bay,  or  the  sea  tumbling 
on  the  beaches  of  the  islands  ?" 

''  'Tis  neither, '^  said  Lionel ;  ''  I  heard 
the  low  hum  of  a  hundred  voices,  or  my 
ears  Imve  played  me  falsely/' 

"May  be  the  spirits  speak  to  each 
other/'  said  the  lad ;  "  they  say  their  vcHces 
are  \\k&  the  rushing  winds/' 

Lionel  passed  his  hand  acrosi^  his  brow, 
ind  endeavoured  to  recover  the  tone  of 
^i\&  mind,  vhich  ha4  been  jBtrangely  dis- 
>rdered  by  the  solemn  mai\ner  of  his  com^- 
>amoD«  and  y^ftlk;e4  slowly  from  the  spot, 


1^  j^qHKf^  LinfiOM 


JHie  did  not  stop^wptiL.he  |^  re^9l^  the 
toner  a^gle  <9f  Xk^  w»U  th»t  ^KsJiOi^ed  the 
field  of  the  ^^,  wUw  M  pa«Md»  wd 
J^ming  on  the  fopee,  ag«in  listened  isr 
teatly. 

,  *'  Bq]^  J  k^oY./iQl^  how,  your  wUy  ow 
versation  m^y  have  warped  my  bistin*"  he 
iftid,  '^  b^t  ther<^  »r«  enjreJiy  strMige  and 
unearthly  ^punds  lingering  about  tips  pluee, 
^*nightl  By  h^ayensl,  theiie  m  u^er 
rush  of  yoicn^^  ^  if  the  fur  iiboye.thi^  wtt^ 
were  fijled  with  IWixig  theinga;  «ad,tiien 
•gidn,  I  thiuli  I  he^r|L noiAe  t»  pi. Jbteiry 
weights  were  falling  tQ  the  ^»th  T*   v,>. 

^'  Ay,"  md  Job,  ^*  'tis  (^e  «jlp4«  ipn^  the 
coffins;  the  dead  V^  gpin|;  iiitfi;  fheir 
graves  ag'in,  apd  ^ti§  timft  thft(  ii(f$,aliQi9U 
leave  them  their  own  gr<^ads/'   i  ,  _ , 

Lionel  hesij^^ted  no  Ipng^h  fcut^i^.  r«#« 

run  than  walked  from  the  .*9^uW*^-* 
9e(^et  horr9r  tliat  ftt  ^aQtjhiei^  mop^i^t^  he 
would  have  blushed  to  ackafQw^ed^ .  pum 
did  he  perceiye  ^hat  h^  was  ^tUl  /^t^ded 
by  Job,  until  bp  )i»4,  <Jb$q«Q4^  .99Pke  4m  ^ 


addraiaed  byhis  companion,  in  <ufe  uitially 
quiet  and  unmeaning  tones —       ' ' 

**  Tbtte^  the  house  that  the  governor 
buSt  who  went  down  into  .the  sea  for 
mmey  T  he  said—**  he  was  a  poor  boy 
(»ce,  like  Job,  and  now  they  say  his  grand- 
son is  a  great  lord,  and  the  king  knighted 
the  grand^ther  too.  It's  pretty  much  the 
same  thing  whether  a  man  gets  his  money 
oat  of  the  sea  or  out  of  the  earth ;  the  king 
will  make  him  a  lord  for  it." 

"  You  hold  the  favours  of  royalty  cheap, 
feDow;^'  -  r^umed  Lionel,  glancing  his  eye 
careleissly  at  the '  Phipp'g  house/  ais  he 
passed — '*  you  forget  that  I  am  to  be 
some  day  one  of  your  despised  knights!" 

•*  I  know  it,"  said  Job ;  "  and  you  come 
from  America  too^it  seems  to  me  that  all 
the  poor  boys  go  from  America  to  the  king 
to  be  great  lords,  and  all  the  sons  of  the 
ineait  lords  come  to  America  to  be  made 
poor  boys — Nab  says  Job  is  the  son  of  a 
^reat  lord  too!" 

**  Theh  Nab  is  as  great  a  fool  as  her 
•hild/'  said  Lionel;  •♦but  boy,  I  would  see 
r  our  mother  in  the  mortiing)  and  I  expect 

X  3 
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you  to  let  me  know  at  what  hour  I  may 
visit  her/' 

,  Job  did  not  answer,  and  Lionel,  oa  tun- 
ing his  head,  perceived  that  he  was  sud- 
denly deserted  by  tfaechan^ling,  who  was 
already  gliding  back  towards  his  fevcurite 
haunt  among  the,  graves.  Vei^^^^^at  the 
wild  htimoun  of  the  lad;  Liottal -«lu8teiied 
to^  his  quarters,  and  threw  himscilf  ih  Ik 
bed,  though  he  heard  the  loud  cries  of 
^  ^i^  well,"  agahi  ^d  again,  before  the 
strange  phantasies  which  continued  to 
ctoss  his  mind  would  pemiit  him  fe  btAm 
the  rest  he  sought. 

•  Ml    ' 

'  .  <i     •  .  •  t»i    *•  .-;  /'Oil.' 

••  '  '    '     - "    !•  I    .•      i  tV   ill     . 


'     A        .     .      .  ,     i 
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*'  We  Iff  finer  gepUemeDy  do  doubt,  tiiui  the  plain  fiuBMrt  we 
*'  *^  '^Vk  ^^  ^>*<^uoter.  Oot  bati  '  eany  it  tmstter  eoclr,  oor 
«««allSt^  1mm  »g7icefiillF  br  MKflilev,  ««t «».  vmbisi  B(r  e««ler 
''IguiB  i^^.b^fOfni^^oy^  ^  it  bq  reBWObV9f|»  that  thc^  iiiapd 
"  iolihed  maocaiboi  amongst  as,  wouki  pass  for  aa  ertaut  clown  at 


I  *"  ' 


Wps9  fti^  fa«A^  »teep .  oC  monikig  feu 
upon  his  senses^  visioni^  of  the  past  ai^. 
futore  mingled  with  wild  confusion  in  the 
ili^eams  of  the  youthful  soldier.  The  form 
of  his  father  stood  before  him^  as  he  had 
known  it  in  his  childhood,  fair  in  the  pro* 
portions  and  vigour  of  manhood,  regarding 
him  with  those  eyes  of  benignant,  but  me* 
laocholy  affection,  which  characterized 
their  expression  after  he  had  become  the 
8oie  joy  of  his  widowed  parent.  While  his 
heart  was  warming  at  the  sight,  the  figure 
melted  away,  and  was  succeeded  by  fiem- 
tastic  phantomsr  which  appeared  to  dance 
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ttnong  the  grayes  on  Copp'9^  led  along  jb 
those  gambols,  which  partook  of  the  ghastly 
horrors  of  the  dead,  by  Job  Pray,  wbo 
glided  among  the  tombs  like  a  being  of 
another  world.     Sudden' and  loud  thunder 
then  burst  upon  them,  and  the  shadows 
fled  into  their  secret  places,  from  whence 
he  could  ^ee,  ever  and  anon,  som^  glassy 
eyes  and  spectral  feces,  peering  out  upon 
him,  as  if  conscious  of  the  power  they 
possessed  to  chill  the  blood  of  the  liying. 
His  visions  now  became  painfully  distinct, 
a»d  hia  sleep  was  opprassed  with  their 
vividness,  when  his  senses  hurst  their  w*' 
mitufal  bonds,  and  he  awdce^    The  m.j^ 
aoming  was  breathing  through,  hia  §fm 
Cttrtains,  ai\d  the  light  of  day  hmi  already 
afaed  itself  upon  the  dusky  roofs  of  the 
town?    Lionel  arose  fro»  Im  bed*  and.kai 
paeed  hi?  «hainber  several  ti«iea»  in  a  win 
effort  to  jshake  off  the  imigea  th«i  had 
hmiiited  hw  «ilumbera,  when  the  aonads 
wliich  b«oke  «poA  the  slUlneas  ff  thewb 
^eoa9i«  top  p^da  to  be  longer  ^lialakaa 
hyapfaiitieed.'ear. 
.  '^llarbe.smtteiedtahimieU;/'! 


heendresudng  but 'by  halves;  «h^M  wft 

tli^sacmds  of  no  fancied  tempeisti  but  t^ti^ 

Ml,  speidiing  most  plainly  to  th6  soldier.'^ 

Heopraed  his  window,  and  leoked^Ml 

DpMilbBl«urrouiidiiig  scene.    The  tokr'ist 

utiDcry  w«s  tiaw  ^qtiick  and  heaty,  imd 

LkmeVboitiiis^  eyoA  about  faim  to  discover 

theiiaQi&rof  this  unusual  occurrence.    1% 

)»d  been  the  policy  of  Gage  to  await  the 

anrital  of  his  r^nforcenaents,  before  'M 

stnickablow  which  was  intended  to  be 

dedsive;   and  the  Americans  werei  WH 

knowa  t^  be  too  scantily  supplied  WHK 

the  miinitioiia  of  war,  to  waste  a  single 

chs»ge  of  powder  in  any  of  the  vain  attacks 

of  modem  sieges.    A  knowledge  of  these 

ftetft  ga<ve   an  additional  interest '  to  '  the 

curiosity  vnth  which  Major  Lincoln^  endea^ 

wkM^  to  pmetrate  thef  mystb^  of-'isro 

tiaguAar   a  distdrbatK5e.      Wmdt^w    AfVb)r 

wiadow '  in   the  adjkctent  btiildin^s  sbon 

exhibtted,  likehts  own;  ii&  woafdenhg  and 

sfaDmicid  spectator.    Mere  and  there  li  half- 

ir(Med  fiotdier;  or  a  ^^  tcfwnsmattV  wil^ 

seen  hurrying  along  the  silentt  strefetsv  wHft 

tttltet  that:  dMOt^J'^^  'eagfemesf^Molf  his 
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cfmoBiif.  WonMBi  be^  4b  toA  ymSdkf 
from  their  di^etting^  luadi  iten/  .asnt^he 
sounds*  broke  m  their  ^arp  ^^th.'jUn^^pdft 
heaviness'  m'  the  open.  »r,  ithajT'  dbnmk 
back  into  their  habitetiiavuiBbpBllsd  dsailiy. 
Lionel  called  to  tferee  tHi  ibsr  isfi  tbe  mm 
as  they  hurried  by,  htqt.tHZBingxthebr^eytt 
wildly  towards  his  .wjttdow^-  dieypaBaed 
on  without  answering,  asi^the'emeiifpeBd^ 
were  too  pressing  to  Bdnit.'  of  ^spQeek. 
Finding  his  repeated  inquitses.  fimitlfisBi-he 
hastily  dressed  himself,  and  i  descended  to 
the  street.  As  he  left  his  ownidoaoiv  b 
half-clad  artillerist  hurried  paalLi  lani[/iad^ 
justing  his  garments  with  ooe  liaiid»  .md 
bearing  in  the  other  some  <ef  the  lesa^iin* 
plements  of  the  particular  ottrpaiiii  vAkh 
he  served.  /   •/  •    ?iit  bi^^ 

''  What  means  the  &xiag,  wigeftfti^'' 
demanded  LioneU  ^''  aiui.  wlnlh^r  Ilo^f0k 
hasten  widi  those  fUsesf  n  t  j  rAi  u>  fchv 
.  ''  The  rebels,  your  hoiKwi»  (^Mnb^ltil? 
returned  the  soldier^  k>Qld9g;.  1;#cIm  jto 
speak,  without  oeMingt.hM'Sfie(e4;-^^'^3ft9All 
go  to  my  gumT   .  .j     .    ..    ^mniii    .rf:%,r.» 

"  The  rebelsi!^;  «$f$i;MNi. j#i9i^-7?f'rwbat 
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AH  we  iffivie  to  lisar  from  a  mob  of  coaa- 
trymen,  xn  soch  a  positioii-«*^tfaat  fellow  has 
slept  fibnl' his  post,  and  apprdienions  for 
bimsetf  mingle  vnth  this  zeal  for  his  king  1" 

'  The  towns-^people  now  began  to  pour 
fnm  thsindwdlings  in  seoies ;  and  Lionel 
iaitBted  their  example,  and  took  his  course 
towttdsthe  adyaioent  height  of  Beacon-hilL 
He  toikd  hLawaj  up  the  steep  ascent,  in 
GOmpoay  with  twenty  more,  without  ex- 
chai^^  a  syllable  with  men  who  appeared 
SI  much  astonished  as  himself  at  this  early 
interruption  of  their  slumbers,  and  in  a  few 
Qttiutes  he  «lo6d  on  the  little  grassy  plat- 
feiai,  eurromided  by  a  hundred  interested 
gisers.  The  sun  had  just  lifted  the  thin 
veil  of  mist  from  the  bosom  of  the  waters, 
and  the  eye  was  permitted  to  range  over  a 
^de  field  beneath  the  light  vapour* 
Sereml  vessels  were  moored  in  the  chan- 
nets  of  the  Charles  and  Mystiok,  to  cover 
the  northern  approaches  to  the  place;  and 
as  he  beheld  the  column  of  white  smoke 
thaCVas  wreathing  about  the  masts  of  a 
ingate  .among  them,  Lionel  waa  no  longer 
at  a  loss  ttv  e(^preh€»id  wb^nee  the  firing 
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prdceedftd*  While  he  wm  yet  gesiag; 
unceftein  of  the  reasons  which  deuumded 
this  show  of  war»  immense  fields  <if  smoke 
burst  from  the  side  of  a  ship  of  the  hne, 
who  also  opened  her  de^-mouthed  caoBos, 
smd  presently  her  example  was  followed 
by  several  fk>ating  batteries^  and  lighter 
vessels,  until  the  wide  amphitheatre  of  hills 
that  encircled  Boston  were  filled  with  the 
eohoes  of  a  hundred  pieces  of  artillery* 

*^  What  can  it  mean,  sb  I''  exdainied  a 
young  officer  of  his  own  reginaeat,  id<^ 
dressing  Major  Lincoln,  ^  the  sailoia  aw 
in  downright  earnest,  and  they  scale  their 
guns  with  shot,  I  know,  by  the  mttfing  of 
Idle  reports  t" 

''  I  can  boast  of  a  vision  no  better  than 
your  own,"  returned  Lionel ;  **  for  noenemy^ 
can  I  see.  As  the  gnns^  seemed  pointad 
at  the  opposite  peninsula,  it  is  pfoMble  a 
party  of  the  Americans  are  atteaptmg  to 
destroy  the  grass  which  lies  newly  mown 
in  the  meadows/' 

The  young  ofiioer  wtfk  in  the  aet  of  as- 
senting to  this  conjecture,  when  a  voice 
waa  heard  above  their  heads,  shettting-~ 


•'TterA  »goe«'  4  gm  from  0'opp'«  f  They 

i^iiH  liihik  't6'  frigfiten  tliei  people  witfc 
AiJli^^imke-lifeHy  Doises^  let  them  blaze 
aif«y  m  the  desidr  get  out  of  their  graires^ 
tte  Bay^men  v4U  beep  the  hill  1" 

Bmvy  eye  '^vas  iiiifi»ediately  turned  xnp^ 
wani,  aiid  tte  >  iMfeftdering  and  amused 
specUtoradiseov^ed  Jbb  Pray,  seated  in 
the  grate  of  the  iBeacoa^  his  countenance^ 
osually  M  yuiiuA,  gleaming  with  exultant 
tHm,  while  he  continued  waving  his  hat 
kigh  iir  ab;  as  gun  alter  gim  was  added  to 
tbe  tiproar  of  the  cannonade. 

"^  How  now,  fellow !"  exclaimed  Lionet ; 
'^  what  eee  you  ?  and  where  are  the  Bay- 
men  of  whom  you  speak  ?" 

'*  Hl^bere/'  ratnmed  the  simpleton,  clap- 
puig 'his  hsnds  with  childish  delight; 
''  ^y>  wbeie  they  oame  at  datrk  midnight, 
and  wh^pe  they'll  stand  at  9pen  noourday  ? 
ThcBc^Hnen  can  laok  iiito  the  windows 
of  fild-  Pmmel'  al  last^  and  now  let  the 
reglars  eome  on,  and  theySl  teach  the 
godless  imirdfarefs  the  law>lf ■ 

Lionel « afittle>  irritarted*  woih  the  bold 


•        • 
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laii|^ag»  ofi  Job)  jeoHed  jIi»  himluDiA  U^ 
voice-*-*    ,  I         '.«]    ,T'  »ili 

'*  Come < down  from  tJiat  percdat,  feHonfi 
and  expkmi  yoiiriielf»  or  this  gineimdi0t€bili 
lift  you  frotn.  your  seat^  and  transfer  you  to 
the  ptmt  Sot  a  little  of  that  TvdMlesoine  cor- 
rection whioh  3rou  need."  .  . 

'*  You  promised  that  tiie  gmmuBB  shosU 
oerer  flog  Job  ag'in,"  said  the  efaangriii^. 
croncfaing  down  in  the .  grate^  w^hence  fac 
hioked  out  at  his  threatened  chastiser  vitb 
a  lowering  and  sitUen.  eye ;  '*  and:  Job 
agreed  to  run  your  a'r'nds,  and  not  take 
any  of  the  king's  crowns  in  pay*" 

*'  Come  down,  then,  this  instant*  and  1 
will  remember  the  compact/' 

Comforted  by  this  assurance,  which  was 
made  in  a  more  friendly  tone,  Job  threw 
himself  carelessly  from  his  iron  aeakf  and 
clinging  to  the  post,  he  slid  swiftly  to  the 
earth,  where  Miyor  Lincoln  immedisilel; 
arrested  him  by  the  arm,  and  demaodod*** 

'^  Where  are  those  Bay-mdn^  I  pace 
more  ask?*' 

*'  There  r  trepeatedpJob^  pokitii^ffiKr^t 
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tbe  low  TOG&  of  the  town,  in  the  directioa 
of  the  opposite  peninsula.    "  They  dug 
their  cellar  on  Breeds,  and  now  they  are  fix- 
ing the  uoderpinnin',  and  next  you'll  see 
whftt  a  raising  theyll  invite  the  people  to  V 
*'  The  instant  the  spot  w&s  named»  all 
those  eyes  which  had  hitherto  gazed  at  the 
vessels  themselves^  instead  of  searching 
for  the  Ql)jeot   of    their  hostility^   were 
totned  on  the  green  eminenoe  which  rose 
a  fittie  to  tiie  right   of  the  village   of 
Charlteown,   and  every  doubt   was   at 
OQce  imopfed  by  i3b%  disoorr^.  •  The 
high,  conical  summit  of  Bunker-hill  lay 
naked  and  unoccupied^   as  on  the  pre- 
ceding day ;   but  on  the  extrenuty  of  a 
ime.  humble  >  ridge^    whicdi    eastended 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  water,  a 
low  baak  of  earth  had  been  thrown  up  for 
paposes    wfaidi   no  militaiy  eye  could 
mistake.    This  redoubt,  small  and  inarti- 
ficisl^s  it  was,  commanded  by  its  posi^ 
tion  the  whole  of  the  inner  harbour  of 
Boston,  and  even  endangered,  in  some 
measure^  the  occupants  of  the  town  itself* 
It  was    the   sudden  appearance  of  this 
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magical  mound^  as  die  mistB^  the  mom- 
tug  had  dispersedv  wfaiefa  'MUBChliihe  dtiBi* 
bering  setmeii ;  and  it  had  already  beci^nie 
the  targBt  of  all  the  gtoa  of  the  ishi|ypi9g 
in  the  bay.    AmazeaLent  at  tiie  teindrity 
of  their  eountrymen,  held  the  townsmen 
iilent,  while  Major  Lincohi,  and  the  few 
officers  who  stood  nigli  lin,  •  saw  at  a 
glance,  that  this  step  on  the  paort  of  their 
adversaries  would  bring  the  affidis  of  the 
leaguer  to  an  instant  crisis.    In  vain  tley 
turned  their  wonderiag  lacks  on  the  nagh* 
bouring  eminence,  and  arouoMi  diedibF 
ent  points  of  the  peiiinai^  in  quest  d 
those  places  of.  support  with  which  tti* 
diers  genecaUy  entrench  tiieir   defeacti. 
The  husbandmen  opposed  to  them,>ladl 
aei^ed  upon  the  point  best  cafeuftated^to 
annoy  their  fi>es»  widusutregatd  to  Hm^&m* 
sequences;    and  in  a  few  short  heom 
favoured    by  the  Jimntie  oi  iiight^t  had 
thrown  up  theur  work' with  a  dexterity  thai 
was  only  exceeded  byi  their   haMwwfc 
The  truth  flashed  laecesttthft  bain  of  Mi|at 
Lincoln  with  ihisi^fimt.  glanea,  andr^  Mt 
his  cheeks  /gJAW^/  ah  ihal  *  aHnMabfeiod/  the 


low  afi4  indii^«pt,(miwmt»i9  which  the 
oigjitair  h{4  waftfidito  hia  eeins^-  an^  those 
u^xpM^le  ;fimcie9^  \vhich  had  eveii  con- 
tiaved  Jto  haunt  him  till  dispersed  by 
tnitb  aod  the  light  of  day<  Motioning  to 
Job  to  fbllow,  be  left  the  hill  with  a  hur* 
ried  step,  and  when  they  gained  the  9om-> 
moQi  he  turned,  and  said,  sternly,  tQ  his 
compaaion~7 

"  Fellow,  you  have  been  privy  to  ^is 
midnight  work!" 

''Job  has  enough  to  do  in  the  day> 
without  labouring  in  the  night,  when  none 
but  the  dead  are  out  of  their  places  pf 
rest,"  returned  the  lad,  with  a  look  of 
mental  imbecility,  which  immediately  dis- 
armed the  resentment  of  the  other. 

Lionel  snailed  as  he  agaki  remembered 
his  own  weakness,  and  repeated  to  him* 

''The  dead  I  aye,  these  are  the  works 
of  the  living,  and  bold  men  are  they  who 
have  dared  to  do  |he  deed.  But  tell  me, 
iiAi^*  for  it  is  vaid  to  atteitifpt  deceiving  me 
any  ktoger,  what  number  of  Americans 
did  you  leave  on  the  hill  when  you  crossed 
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the  Charles  to  visit  the  grates  on  Copp's, 
the  past  nightr 

''^Both  hills  were  crowded,**  returned 
the  other — **  Breeds  with  the  people,  and 
Copp's  with  the  ghosts — Job  believ6s  the 
dead  rose  to  see  their  children  digging  so 
nigh  them!*' 

**Tis  prol>able/'  said  Lionel,  who  be- 
lieved it  wisest  to  humour  tihe  wiH  con- 
ceits of  the  lad,  in  order  to  disarm  his 
cunning;  "but  though  the  dead  are  in- 
visible, the  living  may  be  couftteii.^ 

•*Job  did  count  five  htindfed  men, 
marching  over  the  nose  of  Bnnker,  by 
star-light,  with  their  picks  and  spades; 
and  then  he  stopped,  for  he  forgot  wfaedei 
seven  or  eight  hundred  came  next.** 

"And  after  you  ceased  to  couirt  did 
many  others  pass?" 

"  The  Bay-colony  isn't  so  poorly  off  for 
men,  that  St  can't  muster  a  thousand  \ 
raising.'* 

"  But  you  had  a  master  worldnan  on 
occasion  ?  was  it  the  wolf-Tiuntet  of  Cciti- 
necticut?''  A 

"  There  is  no  occasion  to  go  ihym  tli 


ptamcf  tp  $i^d  a  i«:oskms^Q  to  lay  out  a 
cellar !— Dick  Gridley  is  a  Boston  boy  1" 

"Ah!  he  19^  the  chief  I  we  can  have 
nothing  to  fear  tthen,  since  the  Connecti- 
cut woo4sn;ian  isi  not  at  their  h^d  ?" 

"  Do  yoi^  think  o^d  Prescott,  of  Pep* 
perel,  will  quit  the  hill  while  he  has  a 
kernel  of  powder  to  bum  I — no,  no,.  Major 
Lincola, .  Ralph  himself  an't  a  stouter 
^wrior;  and  you  can't  frighten  Ralph !" 

''  But  if  they  fire  their  cannon  often, 
their  small  /stock  of  ammunition  will  be 
soon  consumed,  and  then  they  must  un- 
avoidably nwi." 

Job  laughed  tauntingly,  and  with  an 
^pesunance  of  high  scorn,  before  he 
answered — 

"Yes,  if  the  Bay-men  were  as  dumb  as 
the  king's  troops,  and  used  such  big  guns ; 
>>ut  the  cannon  of  the  colony  want  but 
Me  hrimstape,  and.  there's  but  few  of 
hem — ^let  the  rake-hellies  go  up  to  Breeds; 
be  people  wUlt^aph  them  the  law !" 
JLion^  had  now  obtained  all  he  expected 
)  learn  from  the  simpleton  concerning  the 
»rce  afid>  cpndi^on  of  tja^e  Americans ; :  and 
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as  the  moments  were  too  precious  to  be 
wasted  in  vain  discourse,  he  bid  the  lad 
repair  to  his  quarters  that  night,  and  left 
him.      On    entering    his   own   lodgings 
Major  Lincoln  shut  himself  up  in  his  pri- 
vate apartment^  and  passed  several  hours 
in    writing    and     examining     important 
papers.      One  letter,  in   particular,  was 
written,  read,  torn,  and  re-written  five  or 
six  times,   until  at  length  he  placed  bis 
seal,  and   directed    the  important  paper 
with  a  sort  of  carelessness  that  d^ioted  his 
patience  was  exhausted  by  repeated  trials. 
These  documents  were  entrusted  to  Meri- 
tOD,  with  orders  to  deliver  them  to  dieir 
several  addresses,  unless  countermanded 
before  the  following  day,  and  the  yonng 
man  hastily  swallowed  a  late   and  I^ht 
•  breakfast*    While  shut  up  in  his  closet 
Lionel  had  several  times  thrown  aside  his 
pen  to  listen,  as  the  hum  of  the  place 
penetrated  to    his    retirement,    and    an- 
nounced the  excitement  and  bustle  which 
pervaded  the  streets  of  the  town.    Having 
at  length  completed  the  task  he  had  assign- 
ed himself,  he  caught  up  his  hat,  and  took 
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his  way,  with  hasty  steps,  into  the  centre 
of  the  place. 

Cannon  were  rattling  over   the   rough 
pavements,  followed  by  ammunition  wag- 
gons, and  officers  and  men  of  the  artillery 
were  seen  in  swift  pursuit  of  their  pieces. 
Aide-de-camps      were     riding     furiously 
through  the  streets,  charged  with  import- 
ant messages  ;  and  here  and  there  an  offi- 
cer might  be  seen  issuing  from  his  quar- 
ters, with  a  countenance  in  which  manly 
pride  struggled  powerfully  with  inward 
dejection,  as  he  caught  the  last  glance  of 
anguish  which  followed  his  retiring  form, 
from  eyes  that  had  been  used  to  meet  his 
own  with  looks  of  confidence  and  love. 
There  was,   however,  but  little  time   to 
dwell     on     these     flitting     glimpses     of 
domestic  woe,  amid  the  general  bustle  and 
glitter  of  the  scene.     Now  and  then  the 
s^t^ains  of  martial  music  broke  up  through 
the  windings  of  the  crooked  avenues,  and 
detachments  of  the  troops  wheeled  by  on 
iheir  way  to  the  appointed  place  of  em- 
barkation.    While  Lionel  stood  a  moment 
at  the  corner  of  a  street,  admiring  the  firm 
VOL.  II.  r 


96  LIONEL   LINCOLN* 

movement  of  a  body  of  grenadiers,  his  eye 
fell  on  the  powerful  frame  and  rigid  features 
of  M'Fuse,  marching  at  the  head  of  his 
company  with  that  gravity  which  regarded 
the  accuracy  of  the  step  amongst  the  im- 
portant incidents  of  life.  At  a  short  dis- 
tance from  him  was  Job  Pray,  timing  his 
paces  to  the  tread  of  the  soldiers,  and 
regarding  the  gallant  show  with  stupid 
admiration,  while  his  ear  unconsciously 
drank  the  inspiriting  music  of  their  band. 
As  this  fine  body  of  men  passed  on,  it  was 
immediately  succeeded  by  a  battalion,  in 
which  Lionel  instantly  recognised  the 
facings  of  his  own  regiment.  The  warm- 
hearted Polwarth  led  its  forward  files, 
and  waving  his  hand,  he  cried — 

"  God  bless  you,  Leo,  God  bless  you — 
we  shall  make  a  fair  stand  up  fight  of 
this  ;  there  is  an  end  of  all  stag-hunting.'* 

The  notes  of  the  horns  rose  above  his 
voice,  and  Lionel  could  do  no  more  than 
return  his  cordial  salute ;  when,  recalled 
to  his  purpose  by  the  sight  of  his  comrades, 
he  turned,  and  pursued  his  way  to  the 
quarters  of  the  commander-in-chief. 
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The  gate  of  Province-house  was  throng* 
ed  with  military  men  ;  some  waiting  for 
admittance,  and  others  entering  and  de- 
parting with  the  air  of  those  who  were 
charged  with  the  execution  of  matters  of 
the  deepest  moment.  The  name  of  Major 
Lincoln  was  hardly  announced,  before  an 
aid  appeared  to  conduct  him  into  the 
presence  of  the  governor,  with  a  polite- 
ness and  haste  that  several  gentlemen, 
who  had  been  waiting  for  hours,  deemed 
m  a  trifling  degree  unjust. 

Lionel,  however,  having  little  to  do 
with  murmurs  which  he  did  not  hear,  fol- 
lowed his  conductor,  and  was  immediately 
ushered    into   the    apartment,    where    a 
council  of  war  had  just  closed  its  deliber- 
ations.    On  the  threshold  of  its  door  he 
was  compelled  to  give  way  to  an  officer 
who  was  departing  in  haste,  and  whose 
powerful  frame  seemed  bent  a  little  in  the 
intensity  of  thought,  as  his  dark,  military 
countenance  lighted  for  an  instant  with 
the  salutation  he  returned  to  the  low  bow 
of  the  young  soldier.    Around  this  chief 
a  group  of  younger  men  immediately  clus* 

f2 
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tered,  and  as  they  departed  in 'company, 
Lionel  was  enabled  to  gather  from  their 
conversation  that  they  took  t!heir  way  for 
the  field  of  battle.  The  room  was  filled 
with  officers  of  high'  rank,  though  here 
and  there  was  to  fee  seeii'a'tnan  in  civil 
attire,  whose  disappointed  aiidBRtfer  looks 
announced  him  to  be  one  of  thosb' manda- 
mus counsellbrs,  whos6^  evil  advice  had 
hastened  the  mischief  their  wisdom  could 
never  repair.  From  out '  a  small  circle  of 
these  mortified  civilians,  the  unpretending 
person  of  Gage  advanced  to  meet  Lionel, 
forming  a  marked  contrast  by  the  simpli- 
city of  its  dress,  to  the  military  splendour 
that  was  glittering  around  him. 

"  In  what  can  I  oblige  Major  Lincoln  f 
he  said*,  taking  the  young  man  by  the 
hand  cordially,  as  if  glad  to  be  rid  of  the 
troublesome  counselloi-s  he  had  so  uncere- 
moniously quitted. 

*'  *  Wolfe's  own'  has  just  passed  me  on  its 
way  to  the  boats,  and  I  have  ventured  to 
intrude  on  yftolr  excellency '  to  itiquife  if  it 
iVere  not  tiAite^its  Major  had  ti^sumed  his 
duty'?"'  '■■•<'■ 
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A  shade  of  thought  was  seated  for  a 
moment  on  the  placid  features  of  the 
general^  and  he  then  answered  with  a 
friendly  smile — 

"  'Twill  be  no  more  than  an  affair  of  out- 
posts, and  must  be  quickly  ended.  But 
should  I  grant  the  request  of  every  brave 
young  man  whose  spirit  is  up  to-day,  it 
might  cost  his  Majesty's  service  the  life  of 
some  officer  that  would  make  the  purchase 
of  the  pile  of  earth  too  dear.'' 

''  But  may  I  not  be  permitted  to  say, 
that  the  family  of  Lincoln  is  of  the  Pro- 
vince, and  its  example  should  not  foe  lost 
on  such  an  occasion  ?" 

"  The  loyalty  of  the  colonies  is  too  well 
represented  here  to  need  the  sacrifice,"  said 
Gage,  glancing  his  eyes  carelessly  at  the 
expecting  group  behind  him. — "  Mycoun- 
cil  have  decided  on  the  officers  to  be  em- 
ployed, and  I  regret  that  Major  Lincoln's 
name  was  omitted,  since  I  know  it  will  give 
him  pain :  but  valuable  lives  are  not  to  be 
lightly  and  unnecessarily  exposed." 

Lionel  bowed  in  submission,  and  after 
comlnunicating  the  little  he  had  gathered 
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from  Job  Pray,  he  turned  awiy,  and  found 
himself  near  another  offieer  of  high  rank, 
who  miled  as  he  observed  his  disappointed 
countenance,  and  taking  him  by  the  arm, 
led  him  from  the  room,  with  a  fireedom 
suited  to  his  fine  figure  and  easy  air. 

''Then,  like  myself,  Lincoln,  you  are  not 
to  battle  for  the  king  to-day,"  he  said,  on 
gaining  the  anti-chamber«  *'  Htme  has 
the  luck  of  the  occasion,  if  there  can  be 
luck  in  so  vulgar  an  affidr.  But  alhm; 
accompany  me  to  Copp's,  as  a  spectator, 
since  they  deny  us  parts  in  the  drama ;  and 
perhaps  we  may  pick  up  materials  for  a  pai- 
quinade,  though  not  for  an  epic/' 

*^  Pardon  me.  General  Burgoyne,*"  said 
Lionel,  ''  if  I  view  the  matter  with  more  se- 
rious eyes  than  yourself/' 

''  Ah !  I  had  forgot  that  you  were  a  fol- 
lower of  Percy  in  the  hunt  of  Lexington  !** 
iatemipted  the  other ;  '*we  will  call  it  a  tra- 
gedy, then,  if  it  better  suits  your  humour. 
For  myselfi  Lincdn,  I  weary  q{  these 
crooked  stoeets  and  gloomy  houses,  mkI 
having  sdme-  taste  fcr  the  poetry  of  natote, 
would  have  long  wttre  looked  out  upon  the 
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deserted  fiekb  of  these  hnsbandBSieii,  liad 
the  authority,  as  "well  as  the  inolination^ 
rested  «nih  me.  But  Clinton  is  Joining  «s : 
he^too^is  fox  Copp's,  where  we  can  all  take 
a  lesson  in  arms,  by  studyiiig  the  maimer  in 
which  Howe : wieMs  his  battaUons." 

A  Midler  of  middle  age  now  joined  them, 

whose  «t(9tit  ftame,  while  it  wanted  the 

gnce  and  ease  of  the  gentleiuaa  who  stsil 

held  Liond  by  -the  arm,  bore  a  martial*  cha- 

racteiv  to  which  the  look  of  the  quiet  and 

domestio  Gage  was  a  stranger;  and  followed 

by  their  several  attendants,  the  whole  party 

immediately  left  the  govemment^house  to 

take  their  destined  position  on  the  eminence 

so  often  mentioned*. 

As  they  entered  the  street,  Burgoyne  re* 

linquished  the  arm  of  his  companion,  am) 

moyed  with  becoming  dignity  by  the  side 

of  his    brother    General.     Lionel  gladly 

availed  himself  of  this  alteration  to  with<> 

draw  a  little  fipom  the  group,  whose  steps 

he  followed  at  such  a  distance  as  permitted 

bim  to  observe  those  exhibitions  of  feeling 

on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants,  which,  the 

pride  of  the  others  indoeed  them  to  over* 
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look.  .Pallid.aii4^nBi€iift'fc«iflle^i^ 
gkwiiing  •  out :  upon  them  fponi  t  ex/n^^win- 
dow,  while  the  roofs  of  the  hdiiteb^»CL6d  the 
steeples  of  the  ehuMhesi  were  •beginaili^  to 
throng  with  JHO^e  having",  sad  equally  in- 
terested speotatopa.  -'Th^  drums  no  longer 
rolled  along  th^Bsructw  ^trelcts;  though  oc- 
casionaUy,  the  shrill  strtdn  of 'a  flfe  wss 
heard  fitNn  the   water^    anneniieiiig  the 
movemeuts  of  the  trtiops  to  the  opposite 
peninsula.  Over  all  was  heard  tire  inccJssant 
roaring  of  the  artillery,  which,  tM&red;  had 
not  ceased  to  rumble  in  the  air  smce  the 
appearance  of  light,  until  the  ear,  accus- 
tomed to  its  presence,  had  learnt  to  distin- 
guish the  lesser  sounds  we  have^  recorded. 
• '  As  the  party  descended  into  the  lower 
passages  of  the  town,  it  appeared  deserted 
by  every  thing  having  life,  the  open  win- 
dows and  neglected  doors  betraying  the 
urgency  of  the  feelings  which  had  called 
the  population  to  situations  more  iiEm)uiraiite 
for  observing    the    approaching    contest. 
This  appearance  of  intense  curiosity  excited 
the  sympathkB  of  evea .  the  old  aitel  ptar- 
tised  soldiers ;  and  qaickeniag  their  pMes. 


thfrwiKole^sobiv  rose^om  -aftkmgthe  glooAiy 
edifices  to  the  •o|>en  ^axidtutiobbtruot^  view 
front  the  hill. 

The  whole  scene  now  lay  belbrei  theiin 
Neariy  ia  their  front  was  the  Village  of 
Charlestown,  with  its  deserted  istreets,  and 
sile]^  rooft,  laobing  hke  %  pla<^e  of  the  dead ; 
or,  if  the  signs  of  Kfe  were  viable  within  its 
open  areftues)  'twas  merely  sdme  fignre 
moviag  swiftly  in  the  soHtude,  like  ofte 
wko  hastened^  to  quit  the  devoted  spot.  Oh 
theopposifee  point  of  the  soiith  easteril  fkc^e 
of  the  peninfiula^  and  at  the  distance  of  a 
thousand  yardft,  the  ground  was  already 
covered  by  ma^es  of  human  beings/  in 
$carlet>  with  their  arms  glittering  in  a  noon- 
day sUQ«     Between  the  two,  though  in  the 
i&ore  immediate  vicinity  of  the  silent  town, 
the  rounded  ridge  already  described,  rose 
abruptly  from  a  flat  that*  was  -  bounded^  by 
the  water,  until,  having  attained' an  eleii^- 
tion  of  scime  fifty  or  si^ity  feet;  it  swelled 
^d^ly  to  the  little  trist;  WKerfe  wis 
planted  tfae<  humble  ob^eicit  thiat  •had'to<icai 
^mttd  att  thia  cotnmfOtieD.    Tbte  toti^kddWi^V 
oa  the  right/ were  ^tillpeaeeftiltoli^&MrifKng 

F  3 
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a»  lE^tiie  moat  quiet  days  of  the  proBBce, 
Aimgildhe  enatdd  faicyi  of  Lionel  ooagiiied 
that  d  initten  6t]iliiea8:lingei»d  dlMxA 
B6!gteekeid  hilnt  in  their  fipont,  audover  the 
'Whole  landscape^  that  was  in  gloomy  con- 
Mnatto^  with  itfae  approadong  acoae.   fv 
^  the  li^,  aorosa  Che'  wattmof  the  C^es, 
the  Ameiioioi  camp  had  poured  foitii  its 
tiioiteaoKk  to  the  l^lla ;  alad  the  whole  po- 
pulation of  the  cottatry  for  many  miles  in- 
laad;  had  leathered  to  a  point,  to  witaeas  a 
atruggie  chained  with  the  fate  of  dmr  ia- 
tieii.    BeaeoQ^htll  rose  from  out  the  ap- 
psdling  silence  of  the  town  of  Boston,  like 
a  pyramid  of  living  faoes,  with  every  eye 
fixed  on  the  ^tal  point,  and  men  hung  along 
the  yards  of  ike  shipping,  or  were  sos- 
peiided  on  cornices,  cupolas,  and  steeples* 
in  thoughtless  security,  while  evefy  o^f 
sense  was  lost  in  the  absorbing  inter^t  of 
the  sight.     The  vessels  of  war  had  hauled 
deep  into  the  rivers,  or  more  properly,  those 
narrow  arms  of  the  sea  which  formed  the 
peninsula,  and  sexA  their  iron  missiles  with 
unwearied. industry  across  the  low  passage 
y^fhiok  alana<^>eiied  the  means  of  oomma* 


tSWf^h  LEKCOLK.  107 


iw:*/fri  I 


betn^eeBv  the  sd^devoted  yeomen 
OD  tbeiiffl;  ladcl^heir  distimt  countrymen, 
^nate.btttaiian  landed  after  battalion  on 
die  poiirt;  cannoB-bi^  from  the  battery  of 
Copp's,  and  tfae^  teisdels  of  war^  were 
giancing  ap  .  itlie  natural  glwis.  that  sur- 
rounded tbO'  ndiMibt^  bnrymg  ffaemselves 
m  Its  eartfaeft  <  parapet,  or  plunging  with 
violence  intoi  the  deserted  sides  of  the 
loftier.h^gbt  which  lay  a  few  hundred  yards 
^  its  leaf ;  and  the  black  and  smoking 
iH)mbs  appeatred  to  hovtr  abore  the  spot^ 
^  if  pausing  to  select  the  places  in  which 
to  plant  tbeir  deadly  combustibles. 

^[otwithstanding  these  appalling  prepa- 
mtkms,  and  ceaseless  annoyances,  through- 
out that  long  and  anxious  morning,  the 
stout  husbandmen  on  the  hill  had  never 
ceased  their  steady  efforts  to  maintain,  to 
the  uttermost  extremity,  the  post  they  had 
so  daringly  assumed.  In  vain  the  English 
exhausted  every  means  to  disturb  their 
stubborn  foes;  the  pick,  the  shovel,  and 
the  spade  continued  to  perform  their  office^, 
and  mdund  rose  after  mound,  amidst  the 
din  aad  danger  of  die  cannonade,  steadily. 
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and  as  well  as  if  the  fismcifol  conceits  of 
Job  Pray  embraced  their  real  objects,  and 
the  labourers  were  employed  in  the  peace- 
ful pursuits  of  their  ordinary  lives.    TTiis 
.firmness,  however,  was  not  like  the  proud 
front  which  high  training  can  impart  to  the 
most  common  mind ;  for  ignorant  of  the 
glare  of  military  show ;  in-  the  simple  and 
rude  vestments  of  their  caHing;   armed 
with  such  weapons  as  they  had  seized  from 
the  hooks  above  their  own  mantes  ^  and 
without  even  a  banner  to  wave  its  cheering 
folds  above  their  heads,  they  stood,  sus- 
tained only  by  the  righteousness  of  dieir 
cause,  and  those  deep  moral    principles 
which  they  had  received  from  thdr  fathers, 
and  which  they  intended  this  day  should 
show,  were  to  be  transmitted  untarnished 
to  their  children.  It  was  afterwards  known 
that  they  endured  their  labours  and  their 
dangers  even  in  want  of  that  sustenance 
which  is  so.  esse9tial  to  support  animal 
spirits  in  moments  of  cajinmess  and  ease ; 
while  their  enemies,  on  the  point,  awaiting 
the  arrival  of  their  latest  bands,  were  se« 
curely  devouring  a  meal,  which  to  hnn* 
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dreds  ^nong  them  proved  to  be  thehr  last. 
The  iiatel  instant  now  8eem;ed  approaching. 
A  general  movement  was  seen  among  the 
battalions  of  the  BritiBh,  who  began  to 
spread  along  the  shore,  under  cOver  of  the 
brow  of  the  hill— the  lingering  boats  hat- 
ing  arrived  with  the  rear  of  their  detach- 
ments-^and  officers  hnrried  from  regiment 
to  regiment  with  the  final  mandate  of  their 
chief.    At  this  moment  a  body  of  Ameri- 
cans appeared  on  the  crown  of  Bunker* 
hill,  and  descending  swiftly  by  the  road, 
disappeared  in  the  meadows  to  the  left  of 
their  own  redoubt.     This  band  was  follow- 
ed by  others,  who,  like  themselves,  had 
broken  through  the  dangers  of  the  narrbw 
pass,  by  braving  the  fire  of  the  shipping, 
and  who  also  hurried  to  join  their  com- 
rades   on    the  low  land.       The    British 
(leneral  determined  at  once  to  anticipate 
the  arrival  of  further  reinforcements,  and 
gave  forth  the  long-expected  order  to  pre- 
pare for  the  attack. 


CHAPTER  V. 

^  Tk^*  imperious  Britcm,  on  the  well-fongbt  groundi 
*'  No'CBUaefor  joy,  or  wanton  triumph  found, 
**  Bat  taw,  wltb  grief»  ilMir  dreamt  of  eoiii|iiett  Tthi, 
**  Felt  the  deep  wounds,  and  mouniM  their  Yet'rans  sfaii.'' 

Hmmpkrff»» 

Thb  Americans  had  made  a.show,  ia  the 
course  jof  that  fearful  mornings  of  retunung 
the  fire  of  their  enemies,  by  throwing  a  few 
shot  from  their  light  field-pieces,  as  if  in 
mockery   of  the  tremeiidous    caimonade 
which  they  sustained.     But  as  the  moment 
of  sererest  trial   approached,    the  same 
awful  stillness  which  had  settled  upon  the 
deserted  streets  of  Charlestown,  hovered 
around  the  redoubt.     On  the  meadows^  to 
its  left,  the  recently  arrived  bands  hastily 
threw  the  rails  of  two  fences  into  one,  and 
covering  the  whole  with  the  mown  grass 
that  surrounded  them,  they  posted  them- 
selves along  the  frail  defence  which  an- 
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swered  no  better  purpose  than  to  conceal 
their   weakness   from   their    adyersaries. 
Behind  this  characteristic  rampart>  several 
bodies  of  husbandmen  from  the  neighbour- 
ing provinces    of    New-Hampshire   and 
Connecticut^  lay  on  their  arms,  in  sullen 
expectation.    Their  line  extended  from  the 
shore  to  the  base  of  the  ridge^  where  it 
teiminated  several  hundred  feet  behind  the 
works ;  leaving  a  wide  opening  in  a  diago- 
nal direction,  between  the  fence  and  an 
earthen  breast- work,    which  ran  a  short 
distance  down  the  declivity  of   the  hill, 
from  the  north-eastern  angle  of  the  redoubt. 
A  few  hundred  yards  in  the  rear  of  this 
rude  disposition,  the  naked  crest  of  Bunker- 
hill  rose  unoccupied  and  undefended,  and 
the  streams  of  the  Charles  and  Mystick 
sweeping  around  its  base,  approached  so 
near  each  other  as  to  blend  the  sounds  of 
their  rippling.     It  was  across  this  low  and 
narrow  isthmus,  that   the  royal  frigates 
poured  a  stream  of  fire,  that  never  ceased, 
while  around    it   hovered  the   numerous 
parties  of  the  undisciplined    Americans, 
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hesitating    to    attempt    the    dabgerous 
passage. 

In  this  manner  Gage  had,  ia  ;a  gn^t 
degree^  surrounded  th^ .  devoted  peninsula 
with  his  power ;  and  the  .bold  men  wbo 
had  so  daringly  planted  themselves  uadet 
the  muzzles  of  his  cannon,   w^re '  left,  as 
already  stated^  unsupported^  fwMhout  aou- 
rishment,  and  with  weapons  fffpm  theifovm 
gun-hooks,  singly  to  maintain ,  the  hanour 
of  their  nation.     Including  men    of   all 
ages  and  conditions,  there  might  have  been 
two  thousand  of  them ;  but  as  the  day  ad* 
vanced,  small  bodies  of  their  countrymen, 
taking  counsel  of  their  feelings,  and  ani- 
mated by  the  example  of  the  old  Partizan 
of  the  Woods,  who  crossed  and  recrossed 
the  Neck,  loudly  sod9lng  at  the  danger, 
broke  through  the  fire  of  the  shipping  ia 
time  to  join  in  the   closing    and    bloody 
business  of  the  hour. 

On  the  other  hand,  Howe  led  more  than 
an  equal  number  of  the  chosen  troops  ol 
his  Prince ;  and  as  boats  continued  to  ply 
between  the  two  peninsulas  throughoat  the 
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aftehioon,  the  relative  di^arity  continued 

undiminished  to  the  end  of  the  straggle. 

It  ¥ras  at  this  point  in  our  narrative  that, 

deeming  himself    sufficiently   strong    to 

force  the  defences  of  his  despised  foes,  the 

arrangements  immediately  preparatory  to 

such  an  undertaktnjgf  were  made  in  full  view 

of  the  excited  spectators.     Notvnthstand- 

ing  the  security  with  which  the  English 

General   marshalled  his  warriors,  he  felt 

that  the  approaching  contest  wbuld  be  a 

battle  of  no  common  incidents.     The  eyes 

of  tens  of  thousands  were  fastened  on  hiis 

moTements,  and  the  occasion  demanded 

the  richest  display  of  the  pageantry  of 

war. 

The  troops  formed  with  beautiful  accu- 
racy,  and  the  columns    moved    steadily 
along  the  shore,  and  took  their  assigned 
stations  tinder  cover  of  the  brow  of  the 
eminence.     Their  force  was  in  some  mea- 
sure divided ;    one  moiety  attempting  the 
toilsome  ascent  of  the  hill,  and  the  other 
moving  along  the  beftcb^  or  in  the  orchards 
of  the  more  level  ground,  towards  the  hus- 
bandmen on    the    meadows.     The  latter 
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soon  disappeared  behind  some  fruit-tiees 
and  the  brick-kilns  just  mentioned.  The 
advance  of  the  royal  columns  up  the  ascent 
was  slow  and  measured,  giving  time  to 
their  field-guns  to  add  their  efibrts  to  the 
uproar  of  the  cannonade,  whdcb  broke  out 
with  new  fury  as  the  battalions  prepared 
to  march.  When  each  column  arrived  at 
the  allotted  point,  it  spread  the  galbnt 
array  of  its  glittering  warnors  under  a 
bright  sun« 

''  It  is  a  glorious  spectade/'  mtDrmured 
the  graceful  chieftain  by  the  side  of  Lionel 
keenly  alive  to  all  the  poetry  of  his  alluring 
profession;  ''  how  exceedingly  soldier-like: 
and  with  what  accuracy  his  '  first-arm  as* 
cends  the  hill/  towards  his  enemy  t^' 

The  intensity  of  his  feelings  ptev^^it^d 
Major  Lincoln  from  replying,  and  die  other 
soon  forgot  that  he  had  spoken,  in  the 
overwhelming  anxiety  of  the  moment.  The 
advance  of  the  British  line,  so  beantifiil 
and  slow,  resembled  rather  the  ordered 
steadiness  of  a  drill  than  an  approach  to  n| 
deadly  struggle.  Their  standards  flutteredj 
fH'oudly  above  them,  and  there  w^ere  mo^ 
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ments  when  the  wild  music  of  their  bands 

was  heard  runng  on  the  air,  and  tempering 

the  ruder  sounds  of  the  artillery.     The 

young  and  thoughtless  in  their  ranks  turned 

^eir  faces  backward,  and  smiled  exult- 

i^giy,  as  they  beheld  steeples,  roofe,  masts, 

^  heights,  teeming  with  their  thousands 

^f  eyes,  bent  on  the  show  of  their  bright 

^™y.    As  the  British  lines  moved  in  open 

^'ew  of  the  Uttle  redoubt,  and  began  slowly 

to  gather  around  its  different  faces,  gun 

after  gun  became  silent,  and  the  curious 

artillerist,  or  tired  seamen,  lay  extended 

on  his  heated  piece,  gazing  in  mute, wonder 

at  the  spectacle.    There  was  just  then  a 

iQinute,  when  the  roar  of  the  cannonade 

seemed  passing  away  like  the  rumbling  of 

distant  thunder. 

''  They  wiU  not  fight,  Lincoln,"  said  the 
^imated  leader  at  the  side  of  Lionel, ''  the 
military  feont  of  Howe  has  chilled  the 
Jearts  of  the  knaves,  and  our  victory  will 
>e  bloodless!" 
"  We  shall  see,  sir,  we  shall  see !" 
These  words  were  barely  uttered,  when 
latooQ  after  platoon,  among  the  British, 
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delivered  its  fire,  the  blaze  of  musketry 
flaishing  swiftly  around  the  brow  of  the 
hill^  and  was  immediately  followed  by 
heavy  volleys  that  ascended  from  the 
orchards  Still  no  answering  sound  was 
heard  from  the  Americans,  and  the  royal 
troops  were  soon  lost  to  the  eye  as  they 
slowly  marched  into  the  white  cloud  which 
their  own  fire  had  alone  created. 

"  They  are  cowed,  by  heavens  the  dogs 
are  cowed  !"  once  more  cried  the  gay  com- 
panion of  Lionel,  "  and   Howe  is  within  ' 
two  hundred  feet  of  them,  unharmed  !** 

At  that  instant  a  sheet  of  flame  glanced 
through  the  smoke,  like  lightning  playing  \ 
in  a  cloud,  while  at  one  report  a  thoasand| 
muskets  were  added  to  the  uproar.  It 
was  not  altogether  fancy  which  led  Lionel 
to  iniagihe  that  he  saw  the  smoky  canopy 
of  the  hill  to  wave  as  if  the  trained  -w^r 
riors  it  enveloped  faltered  before  this  clo^ 
and  appalling  discharge;  but  in  anotiie 
instant,  the  stimulating  war-cry»  and  t\\ 
loud  shouts  of  the  combatants  were  bom 
across  the  strait  to  his  ears,  even  amid  tli 
horrid  din  of  the  combat.     Ten  breatl^Ve^ 
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mtftsleS'flew  by  like  a  moment  of  time, 

afld  the  bewildered  spectators  on  Copp'a 

were  stMl  gazing  intently  on  the  scene, 

when  a  voice  was  raised   among  them, 

shouting— - 

''  Hurrah !  let  the  rake-hellies  go  up  to 

Breed's;   the   people  will  teach  'em  the 
law ! ' 

**  Throw,  the  rebel  scoundrel  from  the 
hill}  £]owkim  from  the  muzzle  of  a  gun!" 
tried  twenty  soldiers  in  a  breath. 

"  Hold !;'  exclaimed  Lionel—"  'tis  a 
Simpleton,  an  idiot,  a  fool !" 

But  the  angry  and  savage  murmurs  as 
juickly  subsided,  and  were  lost  in  other 
eeling8>  as  the  bright  red  lines  of  the  royal 
roopa  wex^e  seen  issuing  from  the  smoke, 
aving  and  recoiling  before  the  still  vivid 
re  of  their  enemies. 

*'  Ha!*'  said  Burgoyne — **  His  some 
int  to  draw  the  rebels  from  their  hold !" 
"  'Tis  a  palpable  and  disgraceful  re- 
eat!"  muttered  the  stem  warrior  nigh 
m^  whose  truer  eye  dete<Jted  at  a  glance 
c  diBcomfiture  of  the  assailants — '*  Tis 
uiher  base  retreat  before  the  rebels !" 
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''  Hurrah !''  shouted  the  reckless  change- 
ling again ;  "  there  come  the  regulars  out 
of  the  orchard  too! — see  the  grannies 
skulking  behind  the  kilns  1  Let  them  go  on 
to  Breed's,  the  people  will  teach  *em  the 
law !" 

No  cry  of  vengeance  preceded  the  act 
this  time,  but  fifty  of  the  soldiery  rushed, 
as  by  a  common  inipulse,  on  their  prey. 
Lionel  had  not  time  to  utter  a  word  of  re- 
monstrance, before  Job  appeared  in  the 
air,  borne  on  the  uplifted  arms  of  a  dozen 
men,  and  at  the  next  instant  he  was  seen 
rolling  down   the  steep  declivity,  with  a 
velocity  that  carried  him  to  the  water  s 
edge.      Springing   to    his   feet,   the    un- 
daunted changeling  once  more  waved  his 
hat  in  triumph,  and  shouted  forth  again  his 
offensive    challenge.      Then   turning,    he 
launched  his  canoe  from  its  hiding  phtee 
among  the  adjacent  lumber,  amid  a  shower 
of  stones,  and  glided  across  the  strait ;   his 
little  bark  escaping  unnoticed  in  the  crowd 
of  boats  that  were  rowing  in  all  directions. 
But  his    progress    was  watched   by    the 
uneasy  eye  of  Lionel,  who  saw  him  land 
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and  disappear,  with  hasty  steps,   in  the 
silent  streets  of  the  town. 

While  this  trifling  by-play  was  enacted, 

the  great  drama  of  the  day  was  not  at  a 

stand.      The    smoky    veil    which    clung 

around  the  brow  of  the  eminence,  was 

Med  hy  the  air,  and  sailed  heavily  away 

to  the  south-west,  leaving  the  scene  of  the 

bloody  struggle  again  open  to  the  view. 

Lionel  witnessed  the  grave  and  meaning 

?lances  which  the  two  lieutenants  of  the 

king  exchanged,   as  they  simultaneously 

Utmed  their  glasses  from  the  fatal  spot, 

and  taking  the  one  proffered  by  Burgoyne, 

'^  read  their  explanation  in  the  numbers 

'^  the  dead  that  lay  profusely  scattered  in 

ront  of  the  redoubt.     At  this  instant,  an 

fficer  from  the  field  held  an  earnest  com- 

^unication  with  the  two  leaders,  when, 

aving  delivered  his  orders,  he  hastened 

ick  to  his  boat,  like  one  who  felt  himself 

n/)Joyed  in  matters  of  life  and  death. 

*•  It  shall  be  done,  sir,"  repeated  Clin- 

1,  as  the  other  departed,  his  own  honest 

>w  sternly  knit  under  high  martial  ex- 
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citement. — **  The  artillery  have  their  or- 
ders, and  the  work  will  be  accomplished 
without  delay/' 

*'  This,  Major  Lincoln !"  cried  his  more 
sophisticated  companion,  "  this  is  one  of 
the  trying  duties  of  the  soldier !  To  fight, 
to  bleed,  or  even  to  die,  for  his  prince,  is 
his  happy  privilege ;  but  it  is  sometimes 
his  unfortunate  lot  to  become  the  instru- 
ment of  vengeance." 

Lionel  waited  but  a  moment  for  an  ex- 
planation— the   flaming   balls  were    soon 
seen  taking  their  wide  circuit  in  the  air, 
and  carrj'ing  their  desolation  among  the 
close  and  inflammable  ropfs  of  the  opposite 
town.     In  a  very  few  minutes  a  dense, 
black  smoke  arose  from  the  deserted  build- 
ings, and  forked  flames  played   actively 
along  the  heated  shingles,  as  though  riot- 
ing in  their  unmolested  possession   of  the 
place.     He  regarded  the  gathering  des 
truction  in  painful  silence ;  and  on   bendJ 
ing  his  looks  towards  his  companions,  hi 
fancied,  notwithstanding  the  language  t| 
the  other^  that  he  read  the  deepest  regrel 
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in  the  averted  eye  of  him  who  had  so  un- 
hesitatingly uttered  the  fatal  mandate  to 

destroy. 

In  scenes  like  these  we  are  attempting 
to  describe,  hours  appear  to  be  minutes, 
and  time  flies  as  imperceptibly  as  life  slides 
from  beneath  the  feet  of  age.     The  disor- 
dered ranks  of  the  British  had  been  ar- 
rested at  the  base  of  the  hill,  and  were 
agaio  forming  under  the    eyes  of  their 
leaders,  with   admirable    discipline,    and 
extraordinary    care.       Fresh    battalions, 
from  Boston,  marched  with  high  military 
pride  into  tlie  line,  and  every  thing  be- 
tokened that  a  second  assault  was  at  hand. 
When  the  moment  of  stupid  amazement 
wliich  succeeded  the  retreat  of  the  royal 
troops  had  passed,  the  troops  and  batteries 
poured  out  their  wrath  with  tenfold  fury 
OD  their  enemies.     Shot  were  incessantly 
glancing   up  the  gentle  acclivity,  madly 
ploughing  along  its  grassy  surface,  while 
black  and  threatening  shells  appeared  to 
hover  above  the  work  like  the  monsters  of 
the  air,  about  to  stoop  upon  their  prey. 
Still  all  lay  quiet  and  immoveable  with- 

VOL.    II-  O 
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•in  tile '  l<w  mounds  of  earth,  as^f:  none 
there'faacba  &take  in  the>issue  of  the  bloody 
day.     For  a  few  moments  only,  the  tall 
.figure  of  an  aged  man  was  seen  slo^'Iy 
moviiig  along  tlie  summit  of  the  rampart, 
c!a,lmly  regarding  tjie  dispositions  of  the 
£nglish  general  in  the  more  distant  part  of 
his  line,  and  after  exchanging  a  few  words 
with  a  gentJeman  who  joined  him  in  his. 
dangerous  look-out,  they  disappeared  to- 
gether behind  the  grassy  banks.     Lionel 
soon  detected  the  name  of  Prescott  of  Pefi- 
,perell,  passing  through  the  crowd  in  loir 
flnurmurs,  and  his  glass  did  not  deeeire 
^m  when  he  thought,  in  the  smaller  of  the 
two,  he  had  himself  descried  the  graceful 
person    of   the    unknown    leader  of   the 
*  caucus.' 

All  eyes  were  now  watching  the  admncc 
of  the  battalions,  which  once  more  dre^ 
nigti  the  .point  of  contest.  The  heads  ol 
•  the  columns  were  already  in  view  of  theii 
•enemaes,  when  a  man  was  seen  swiftii 
asceaidisig  the  hill  from  the  buming  town  I 
he  paused  amid  the  ^feril,  on  the  natnrd 
flaeis,  md  swung  his  hat  triumphantl\i 
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and  Lionel  even  fancied  he  heard  the  exult- 
mg  cry,  as  he  r<^cognized  the  ungainly  form 
of  the  simpleton,  before  it  plunged  into  the 
work. 

The  right  of  the  British  once  more  dis- 
appeared in  the  orchard,  and  the  columns 
in  front  of  the  redoubt  again  opened  with 
all  the  imposing  exactness  of  their  high 
discipline.  Their  arms  were  already  glit- 
tering in  a  line  with  the  green  faces  of  the 
mound,  and  Lionel  heard  the  experienced 
warrior  at  hm  side,  murmuring  to  himself— 
''  Let  him  hold  his  fire,  and  he  will  gp 
in  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet ! " 

But  the  trial  was  too  great  for  even  the 
practised   courage    of   the   royal    troops. 
Volley  succeeded  volley,  and  in  a  few  mo- 
ments they  had  again  curtained  their  ranks 
behind  the  misty  skreen  produced  by  their 
own  fire.     Then  came   the  terrible  flash 
from  the  redoubt,  and  the  eddying  volumes 
trom  the   adverse  hosts  rolled   into  one 
cloud,  enveloping  the  combatants  in   its 
folds,  as  |f  to  conceal  their  bloody  work 
from  the  spectators.     Twenty  times  in  the 
short  apace  of  as  many  minutes.  Major 

g2 
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Lincoln  fancied  hei  h^ard  the  incessant  roll 
of  the  American  musketry  die  away  ^)efore 
the  heavy  and  regular  volleys  of  the 
troops,  and  then  he  thought  the  sounds  of 
the  latter  grew  more  faint,  and  were  given 
at  longer  intervals.  ^ 

The  result,  however,  was  soon  known. 
The  heavy  bank  of  §moke  which  now  even 
clung  along  the  ground,  was  broken  in 
fifty  places,  and  the.  disordered  masses  of 
the  British  were  seen  driven  before  their 
deliberate  foes,  in  wild  confusion.  The 
flashing  swords  of  the  ofii^cers  in  vain  at- 

9 

tempted  to  arrest  the  torrent,  nor  did  the 
flight  cease  with  many  of  the  regiqicnts 
until  they  had  even  reached  their  boats. 
At  this  moment  a  hum  was  heard  in  Bos- 
ton  like  the  sudden  ru^h  of  wind,  and  men 

gazed  in  each  other's  faces  with  undis- 

■ 

guised  amazppent.  Here  an4  there  a  low 
sound  of  exultation  escaped  some  un- 
guarded lip,  ap^  .  xijany  an  eye  gleai»ed 
with  a  triun^ph  t^at  could  no  lon^r,  be 
sufprossed.  t.UPti\.  tJbis  moment  the  feel- 
it^gfo^^pnplfjjad.  vacillated  ,bet%veqn   the 


{»•  •   I       "  -i  .:  I  •  ' 


^  .Ti  •  '  I 


LIOKEL    LINCOLN.  125 

but  losing  all  other  feelings  in  the  latter 
sensation,  he  now  looked  fiercely  about 
him,  as  if  he  would  seek  the  man  who  dare 
exult  in  the  repulse  of  his  comrades.  The 
poetic  chieftain  was  still  at  his  side,  biting 
his  nether  lip  in  vexation ;  but  his  more 
tried  companion  had  suddenly  disappeared. 
Another  quick  glance  fell  upon  his  missing 
form  in  the  act  of  entering  a  boat  at  the  foot 
of  the  hill.  Quicker  than  thought,  Lionel 
was  on  the  shore,  crying  as  he  flew  to  the 
water's  edge — 

"Hold!  for  God'is  sake,  hold!  remem- 
ber the  47th  is  in  the  field,  and  that  I  am 
its  Major ! " 

**  Receive  him,''  said  Clinton,  with  that 
grim  satisfaction  with  which  men  acknow- 
ledge a  valued  friend  in  moments  of  great 
trial;  **and  then  row  for  your  lives,  or 
what  is  of  more  value,  for  the  honour  of 
the  British  name." 

The  brain  of  Lionel  whirled  as  the  boat 
shot  along  its  watery  bed,  but  before  it 
had  gained  the  middle  of  the  stream  he  had 
time  to  consider  the  whole  of  the  appalling 
teene.     The  fire  had  spread  from  house  to 
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house^  and  the  whole  village  of  Charles- 
town,  with  its  four  hundred  buildings,  was 
just  bursting  into  flames.     The  air  seemed 
fiUed  with  whistlmg  balls,  as  they  hurtled 
above  his  head,  and  the  black  sides  of  the 
vessels  of  war  were  vomiting  their  sheets 
of  flame  with  unwearied  industry.     Amid 
this  tumult  the  English  General  and  his 
companions  sprung  to  land.     The  former 
rushed  into  the  disordered  ranks;  and  bv 
kiB  presence  and  voice  recalled  the  men  of 
one  regiment  to  their  duty.     But  long  and 
loud  appeals  to  their  spirit  and  their  an- 
cient fame  were  necessary    to*  ;^sto»  a 
moiety  of  their  fonner  confidence  to  men 
who  had  been  tbus  rudely  repulsed,  and 
who  now  looked  along  their  thinned  and 
exhausted  ranks,  missing  in  many  instances 
more  than  half  the  well-known  counte- 
nances of  their  fellows.     In  the  midst  of 
the  faltering  troops  stqod  their  stem  and 
tmbending  chief;    but  of  all    those  gay 
and  gallant  youths  who  followed  m  his 
train,  as  he  had  departed  from  ProAince- 
faouse   that   moi^ning,  not  one  rentmined, 
but  in  his  blood.     He  alone  seemed  undis* 
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turbed  in  that  disordered  crowd ;  and  his 
mandates  went  forth  as  usual,  calm  and 
determined.  At  length  the  panic,  in  some 
degree,  subsided,  and  order  was  once  more 
restored  ,as  the  high-spirited  and  mortified 
gentlemen  of  the  detachment  regained- 
tlieir  lost  authority. 

The  leaders  consulted  together,  apart, 
and  the  dispositions  were  immediately  re- 
newed for  the  assault.  Military  show  was^ 
DO  longer  affected,  but  the  soldiers  laid 
down  all.  the  useless  implements  of  their 
trade,  and  many  even  cast  aside  their  outer 
garments,  under  the  warmth  of  a  broiling 
^n,  added  to  the  heat  of  the  conflagration 
which  began  to  diffuse  itself  along  the  ex- 
tremity ^  of  the  peninsula.  Fresh  companies- 
were  placed  in  the  columns,  and  most  of 
the  taroops  were  withdrawn  from  the 
meadows,  leaving  merely  a  few  skirmishers 
to  amuse  the  •  Americans  who  lay  behind 
the  fence.  When  each  disposition  was 
completed,  the  final  signal  was  given  to 
advance^ 

Lionel  had    taken  *  post  in     his   regi- 
neat,  but  marching .  on  the  skirt  of  the* 
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column,  he  commanded  a  view  of  an>st  of 
the  .scene  of  -  battle.  In  his  front  moyed  a 
battalion,  reduced  to  a  handful,  of  men  in 
the  previous  assaults.  Behind  these  Game 
a  p^^ty  of  the  marine  guards,  fh>oi  ibe 
shipping,  led  by  their  own  veteran  Major; 
and  next  followed  the  dejiected  Nesbitt  and 
his  corps,  amongst  whom  Lionel  looked  in 
vain  for  the  features  of  the  good-Batumi 
Polwarth*  Similar  coIumoB  marched  oo 
their  right  and  left,  encircling  three  sid^ 
oC  the  redoubt  by  their  battalions. 

A  few  minutes  brought  hinr  in  ftill  vier 
of  that  humble  and  unfinished  moud^of 
eiurth,  for  the  possession  of  which  so  much 
blood  had  that  day  been  spilt  in  vain.-  U 
lay,  as  before,  still  as  if  none  breathed 
within  its  bosom,  though  a  tertific  row  of 
d^k  tubes  were  arrayed  along  its  top. 
following  the  movements  of  the  approa^^b- 
ing  columns,  as  the  eyes  of  the  imaginaiy 
charmers  of  our  own  wilderness  are  said 
to  watch  their  victims.  As  the  uproar  of 
the  artillery  again  grew  fainter,  the  crash 
of  falliug  streets,  and  the  appalling  sound* 
Qf  the,  conflagration,  on  their  left. 
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more  audible.'  Immense  volumes-  of  black* 
smoke  issued  from  the  mouldering  mins, 
and  bellying  outward,  fold  beyond  fold>  it 
overhung  the  work  in  a  hideous  cloud, 
casting  its  gloomy  shadow  across  the  place 
of  blood. 

A  strong  column  was  now  seen  ascend-- 
ing,  as  if  from  out  of  the  burning  town, 
sfid  the  advance  of  the  whole  became 
quick  and  spirited.  A  low  call  ran  through 
tbe  platoons,  to  note  the  naked  weapons 
of  their  adversaries,  and  it  was  followed 
by  the  ery  of  "to  the  bayonet !  to  the 
haycawtP' 

''  Hurrah!  for  the  Royal  Irish  I "  shouted 
M'Fuse,  at  the  head  of  the  dark  column 
fi^m  the  conflagration. 

'"Hurrah!  "echoed  a  well-known  voice 
ftom  the  silent  mound ;  '^  let  them  come 
on  to  Breed's ;  the  people  will  teach  'em 
thelawl" 

Men  think  at  such  moments  with  the 
rapidity  of  lightning,  and  Lionel  had  even 
fancied  his  comrades  in  possession  of  the 
work^  when  the  terrible  stream  of  fire 
flashed  in  the  faces  of  the  men  in  front. 

o  3 
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^    **  pMh  6ti  with  the  th,**  cri«d  the 

vtff^ftn  Major  of  Marines — "  push  on,  trf 
the  1 8th  will  gk  the  hoiioiif  of  the  day!'' 

"We  cannot,"  mnnnured  the  soldiers 
^the  — ^th  ;  *'  their  fire  is  too  heavy?" 

*'  Then  break,  and  let  the  marines  pas* 
through  you  !'* 

The  feeble  battalion  melted  away,  and 
the  warriors  of  the  deep,  trained  to  eon- 
fticts  of  hand  to    hand,   sprai^g  forward, 
With  a  loud  »hout,  in  their  places.     The 
Anfiericans  ei^hausted  of  their  ammunition, 
now  sullenly  sunk  back,  a  few  hurliag 
stones  at  their  foes,  in  desperate  indfgna' 
tion.     The  cannon  of  the  British  had  been 
brought  to    enfilade  their    short  breast- 
work, which  was  no  longer  tenable ;  aiid 
as  the  columns  approached  closer  to  the 
low  rampart,  it  became  a  mutual  protec- 
tion to  the  adverse  parties. 

"  Hurrah  !  for  the  Royal  Irish  P*  again 
idhouted  M'Fuse,  rushing  up  the  trifling 
iAtent,  which  Was  but  of  little  more  thanj 
his  oWn  height. 
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**  Hmrah  !"  repeated  Pitcaim,  waving 
his  sword  on  another  asgle  of  tke  work— 
"  the  day's  our  own  ?" 

One  more  sbee^t  of  flame  issued  out*  of 
the  bosomj^f  the  work,  and  all  those  brave 
men,  who  had  emulated  the  examples  of 
their  officers,  were  swept  away,  as  though 
a  whirlwind  had  passed  along.  The 
grenadier  gave  his  war-cry  once  more  be- 
fore he  pitched  headlong  among  his  ene- 
Ques;  while  Piteairn  fell  back  into  the 
arms  of  his  ovm  childv  The  cry  of  '  for*- 
ward,  47th/  rung  through  their  ranks,  and 
i&  their  turn  this  veteran  battalion  gallantly 
momted  the  ramparts.  In  the  shallow 
ditch  Lionel  passed  the  dying  marine,  and 
canght  tiie  dying  and  despairing  look  from 
his  eyes,  and  in  another  instant  he  found 
himself  in  the  presence  of  his  foes.  As 
company  fdlowed  company  into  the  de- 
fenceless redoubt,  the  Americans  sullenly 
retired  by  its  rear,  keeping  the  bayonets 
of  the  soldiers  at  bay  with  clubbed  mus^ 
kets  and  sinewy  arms.  When  the  whole 
ittued  upon  the  open  ground,  the  husband 
nea  received  a  close  and  &tal  fire  firomr 
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the  battalions  which  were  nowrgathermg 
arotmd  them  on  three  sides*.  A  scene  of 
wild  and  savage  confusion  then  succeeded 
to  ^e,  order  of  the  fight,  and  rnftny  fata) 
blows  were  given  and  taken,  the  .m£lte 
rendering  the  use  of  fire-arms  neaiiy  im- 
possible for  several  minutes* 

Lionel  continued  in  advance,  pressing  on 
the  footsteps  of  the  retiring  foe,  stepfNng 
over  many  a  lifeless  body  in  his  difficvit 
progress.       Notwitlistanding    the    hurry, 
and  vast  disorder  of  the  fray, .  his  eye  feU 
6n    the    foria  of  the  graceful   stranger, 
stretched  lifeless    on  the  parched  gcasa, 
which  had  greedily  drank  his  bk>od.  Amid 
the  ferocious  cries,  and  fiercer  passions. of 
the  moment,  the  young  man  paused^  tfui 
glanced  his  eyes  around  him  with  an  ex- 
pression that  said,  he  thought  the  work  of 
death  should  cease.     At  this  instuitthe 
trappings  of  his  attire  caught  the  glaring 
eye-balls  of  a  dying  yeoman,  who  exerted 
his  wasting  strength  to  sacrifice  one  more 
worthy  victim  to  the  manes  of  hia  oom^ry- 
men.     The  whole  of  the  tunualtuous  scene 
vanished  fi-om  th^e  jsenses  of  LieneLat  the^aab 
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of  the  musket  of  this  man,  and  he  sunk  be* 
neath  the  feet  of  the  combatants,  insehsible 
of  ftirther  triumph,  and  of  every  danger. 
The  fell  of  a  single  officer,   in  such  a 
contest,  Was  a  circumstance  not  to  be  re- 
garded, and  regiments  passed  over  him, 
Mrithout  a  single  man  stooping  to  inquire 
into  hid  fate.     When  the  Americans  had 
disengaged   themselves   from  the  troops, 
they  descended  into  the  little  hollow  be- 
tween the  two  hills,  swiftly,   and  like  a 
disordered  crowd,  bearing  off  most  of  their 
voonddd,  and  leaving  but  few  prisoners  in 
thehand^  of  their  foes.      I'he  formation  of 
the  ground    favoured    their   retreat,     as 
himdreds  of  bullets  whistled  harmlessly 
above  their  heads  ;  and  by  the  time  they 
gained  the  acclivity  of  Bunker's,  distance 
wad  added  to  their  security.     Finding  the 
field  loftt,  the  men  at  the  fence  broke-  away 
in  a  body  f/om  their  position,  and  aban- 
doned the  meadows :  the  whole  moving  in 
confused   masses  behind  the  crest  of  the 
adjacent  height.      The  shouting  soldiery 
followed  in  their  footsteps,  pouring  in  fruit- 
less and  distant  volleys ;   but  on  the  sum- 
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mit  of  Bunker  their  tired  platoons  were 
halted,  and  they  beheld  the  throng  mofe 
fearlessly  through  the  tremendous  fire 
that  enfiladed  the  low  pass,  as  little  injured 
as  though  most  of  them  bore  charmed 
lives. 

The  day  was  how  drawing  to  a  close. 
With  the  disappearance  of  their  enemies, 
the  ships  and  batteries  ceased  their  can- 
nonade, and  presently  not  a  musket  was 
heard  in  that  place  where  so  fierce  a 
contest  had  so  long  ragpd.  Tke  troops 
cOmm^iced  fortifying  the  outward  emi- 
nence  on  which  they  rested,  in  order  to 
maintain  their  barren  conquest,  and  nothing 
further  remained  for  the  achievement  of 
the  royal  lieutenants  but  to  go  and  mooni 
over  their  victory. 


CHAPTER  VI 


"  Sfae  s|Mak«i  jet  the  nys  DothlDg ;  what  of  that  ? 
"  Her  eye  discourses—  I  will  answer  it." 


Although  the  battle  of  Bunker-hill  was 
fought  while  the  g^ass  yet  lay  on  the  mea- 
dows, the  heats  of  summer  had  been  fol- 
lowed by  the  nipping  frosts  of  November ; 
the  leaf  had  fallen  in  its  hour^  and  the  tem- 
pests and  biting  colds  of  February  had 
succeeded,  before  Major  Lincoln  left  that 
coach  where  he  had  been  laid,  when  ear- 
ned, in  total  helplessness,  from  the  fatal 
betghts  of  the  peninsula^  Throughout  the 
whole  of  Uiat  long  period,  the  hidden  bul- 
let had  defied  the  utmost  skill  of  the  Bri- 
tish surgeons^  nor  could  all  their  science 
Mid  experi^ice  embolden  them  to  risk 
cutting  certain  arteries  and  t^ddons  in  the 
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body  of  the  heir  of  Lincohi,  iw;4uch  ]V^e 
thought  to  obstruct  the  passage  to  t)i9(t 
obstinate   lead,  which,  all  agreed,  alono 
impeded  the  recovery  of  the  unfortunate 
sufferer.     This  indecision  was  one  of  the 
penalties    that  poor  Lionel  paid  for  his 
greatness;  for  had  it  been  JVferiton  who 
lingered,  instead  of  his  mast^,  it  is  quite 
probable  the  case   would  have  been  de- 
termined at  a  much  earlier  hour.      At 
length  a  young  and  enterprising  leech,  with 
the  world  before  him,  arrived  from  Europe, 
who,  possessing  greater  skill  or  more  ef- 
frontery  (the  effects  are  sometimes   the 
same)  than  his  fellows,  did  not. hesitate  .to 
decide  at  once  on  the  expediency,  of  a& 
operation.     The  medical  staff  of  the  army 
sneered  at  this  bold  innoyator,  and  at  first 
were  content  with  such  silent  testimooials 
of  their  contempt.     But  when  the  friends 
of  the  patient,  listening,  as  usual,  to  the 
whisperings  of  hope,  consented  that  the 
confident  man  of.  probes  should  use  im  in* 
struments,  the  voices  of  his  .centraiponuries 
became    not    only  loMd    but   clamprous. 
There  was  a  day  or  two.  whea  ejrea  the 
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watch-worn  and  jaded  subalterns  of  the 
army  forgot  the  dangers  and  hardships  of 
the  siege,  to  attend  with  demure  and  in- 
structed countenances  to  the  unintelligible 
JBTgon  of  the  **  Medici ''  of  their  camp ; 
and  men  grew  pale,  as  they  listened,  who 
had   never  been  known    to   exhibit  any 
symptoms  of  the  disgraceful  passion  before 
their  more  acknowledged  enemies.     But 
when  it  became  known   that  the  ball  was 
safely  extracted,  and  the  patient  was  pro- 
nounced convalescent,  a  calm  succeeded 
that  was  much  more  portentous  to  the  hu- 
man racfe  than  th.e-preceding  tempest ;  and 
in  a  short  time  the  daring  practitioner  was 
universally  acknowledged  to  be  the  founder 
of  anew  theory.     The  degrees. of  M.  D. 
were  showered  upon  his  honoured  head 
from  half  the  learned  bodies  in  Christen- 
dom, while  many  of  his  enthusiastic  ad- 
mirers and  imitators  became  justly  entitled 
to  the  use  of  the  same  magical  symbols,  as 
ansexments    to   their  patronymics,    with 
the  addition  of  the  first  letter  in  the  alpha- 
bet.   The  ancient  reasoning  was  altered  to 
suit  the  modern  facts ;  and  before  the  war 
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was  ended,  some  thoHsauds*  of  the  sei^ants 
of  the  crown,  and  not  a  few  of  the  patri- 
otic colonists,  were  thought  to  have  died, 
scientifically,  under  the  favour  of  this  im- 
portant discovery. 

We  might  devote  a  chapter  to  the  minnte 
promulgation   of  such  an  event,  had  not 
more  recent  philosophers  long  since  upset 
the  practice,   (in  which  case  the  theory 
seems  to  full,  as  a  matter  of  course,)  by  a 
renewal  of  those  bold  adventures,  which 
teach  us,  occasionally,  sometiiiRg  new  in 
the  anatomy  of  man ;  as  in  the  science  of 
geography,  th^  sealers  of  N-ew-EngtaiKi 
have  been  able  to  discover  Terra  Australia, 
where  Cook  saw  nothing  but  water ;   or 
Parry  finds  veins  and  arteries  in  that  part  of 
the  American  continent  which  had  so  long 
been  thought  to  consist  of  worthless  carti- 
lage. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  effects  of 
the  operation  on  the  surgical  science,  it 
was  healthful,  in  the  fii^t  degree,  to  its  sub- 
ject. For  seven  weary  months  Lionel  lay 
in  a  state  in  which  he  might  be  said  to  exist » 
instead  of  Jive,  but  little  conscious  of  sur-- 
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roanding  occurreHces ;    and,    happily   for 
himself,    nearly  insensible    to    pain    and 
anxiety.    At  moments  the  flame  of  life 
would  apparently  glimmer  like  the  dying 
lamp,  and  then  both  the  fears  and  hopes  of 
his  attendants  were  disappointed,  as  the 
patient  dropped  again  into  that  state  of 
apathy  in  which  so  much  of  his  time  was 
wasted.    From  an  erroneous  opinion  of  his 
master's  sufferings,  Meriton  had  been  in- 
duced to  make  a  free  use  of  soporifics,  and 
no  small  part  of  Lionels  insensibility  was 
I'TOdueed  by  an  excessive  use  of  that  lau- 
danum for  which  he  was  indebted  to  the 
mi8tak€n  humanity  of  his  valet.    At  the 
moment  of  the  operation,  the  adventurous 
surgeon  had  availed  himself  of  the  same 
stupifying   drug,  and  many  days  of  dull, 
heavy,  and  alarming  apathy  succeeded,  be- 
fore his  system,  finding  itself  relieved  from 
its  unnatural  inmate,  resumed  its  healthful 
functions,  and  began  to  renew  its  powers. 
By   a    singula    good    fortune    his  leech 
was  too  much  occupied  by  his  own  no- 
^el   honours,   to  follow    up    his   success, 
^cundtm  artem,  as  a  great  general  pushes 
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a  victory  to  the  utmost ;  and  that  match- 
less doctor,  Nature,  was  permitted  to  com- 
plete the  cure. 

When  the  effects  of  the  anodynes  had 
subsided,  the  patient  found  himself  entirely 
free  from  uneasiness,  and  dropped  into  a 
sweet  and  refreshing  sleep,  that  lasted  for 
muiy    hours    without  interruption.      He 
awoke  a  new  man ;  with  his  body  reno- 
vated, his  head  clear,  and  his  recollections, 
though  a  little  confused  and   wandering, 
certainly  better  than  they  had  been  since 
the  moment  when  he  fell  in  the  m^l^  on 
Breeds.     This  restoration  to  all  the  nobler 
properties  of  life  occurred  about  the  tenth 
hour  of  the  day ;  and  as  Lionel  opened  his 
eyes,  with  understanding  in  their  expres- 
sion, they  fell  upon  the  cheerfulness  which 
a  bright  sun,  assisted  by  the  dazzling  light 
of  the  masses  of  snow  without,  had  lent  to 
every  object  in  his  apartment.     The  cur- 
tains of  the  windows  had  been  opened,  and 
every  article  of  the  furniture  was  arranged 
with  a  neatness  that  manifested  the  studied 
care  which  presided  over  his  illness.     In 
one  comer,  it  is  true,  Meriton  had  esta- 
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Wished  himself  in  an  easy  chair,  with  an 
arrangement  of  attitude  wliich  spoke  more 
in  favour  of  his  consideration  for  the  valet 
than  the  master,  while  he  *was  comforting 
bis  feculties  for  a  night  of  watchfulness,  by 
the  sweet,  because  stolen,  slumbers  of  the 
morning. 

A  flood  of  recollections  broke  into  the 

mind  of  Lionel  together,  and  it  was  some 

little  time  before  he  could  so  far  separate 

the  true  from  the  imaginary,  as  to  attain  a 

tolerably  clear  comprehension  of  what  had 

occurred  in   the  little  age  he  had  been 

dozing.     Raising  himself  on  one  elbow, 

without  difficulty,  he  passed  his  hand  once 

or  twice  slowly  over  his  face,  and  then 

trusted  his  voice  in  a  summons  to  his  man. 

Meriton  started  at  the  well*known  sounds, 

^  after  diligently  rubbing  his  eyes,  like 

one. who  awakes  by  siuprise^  he  arose,  and 

gave  the  customary  reply. 

"How  now,  Meriton!"  exclaimed  Ma- 
jor Lincoln ;  ''  you  sleep  as  sound  as  a 
recruit  on  post,  and  I  suppose  you  have 
been  stationed  like  one,,  with  twice*toid 
orders  \Q  he  vigilwt.' 
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The  valet  stood  with  open  mouth,  as  if 
ready  to  devour  his  master's  words  with 
more  senses  than  one,  and  then,  as  Laond 
concluded,  passed  his  hands  in  quick  sue* 
cession  over  his  eyes,  as  before,  though 
with  a  very  different  object,  ere  he  an- 
swered— 

"  Thank  God,  sir,  thank  God !  you  look 
like  yourself  once  more,  and  we  shall  live 
again  as  we  used  to  do.     Yes,  yes,  sir,— 
you'll  do  now— you'll  do  this  time.     That's 
a  miracle  of  a  man,  is  the  great  Lon  noo 
surgeon!  and  now  we  shall  go  back  to 
Soho,  and  live  like  civilizers.     Thank  God, 
sir,  thank  God!  you  smile  again,  and  I 
hope  if  any  thing  should  go  wrong  youli 
soon  be  able  to  give  me  one  of  those  awful 
looks  that  I  am  so  used  to,   and  which 
makes  my  heart  jump  into  my  mouth, 
when  I  know  I've  been  forgetful !" 

The  poor  fellow,  in  whom  long  service 
had  created  a  deep  attachment  to  his  mas- 
ter, which  had  been  greatly  increased  by 
the  solicitude  of  a  nurse,  was  compelled! 
to  cease  his  unconnected  expressions  ol 
joy,  while  he  actually  wept.     Lionel  wa4 
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too  much  affected  by  this  evidence  of  feel- 

« 

»Dgi  to  continue  the  dialogue,  for  several 
minutes;  during  which  time  he  employed 
iiimselfrin  putting  on  part  of  his  attire,  as- 
sisted by  the  gulping  valet,  when,  drawing 
his  robe^de-chambre  around  his  person,  he 
leaned  on  the  shoulder  of  his  man,  and 
took  the  seat  which  the  other  had  so  re- 
cently quitted . 

"Well,  well,  Meriton,  that  will  do," 
said  Lionel,  giving  a  deep  hem,  as  though 
Jjis  breathing  was  obstructed ;  "  that  will 
do,  silly  fellow ;  I  trust  I  shall  live  to  give 
you  many  a  frown,  and  some  few  guineas, 
yet.    I  have  been  shot,  I  know" — 

"  Shot,  sir !"  interrupted  the  valet — 
**  you  have  been  downright  and  unlaw- 
ftUy  miirdered !  you  were  first  shot,  and 
then  baggoneted,  and  after  that  a  troop  of 
horse  rode  over  you.  I  had  it  fr<Mn  one 
of  the  royal  Irish,  who  lay  by  your  side 
the  whole  time,  and  who  now  lives  to  tell 
of  it— a  good  hcmest  fellow  is  Tereace,  and 
if  such  a  thing  was  possible  that  your 
ko[H>ur  was  poor  enough  to  need  a  pen- 
sion, he  would  cheerfully  swear  to  your 
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hurts  at  the  King's  Bench,  or  War-office ; 
Bridewell,  or  St.  James's,  its  all  one  to  the 
•like  of  him." 

"  I  dare  say,  I  dare  say,"  said  Lionel, 
smiling,  though  he  mechanically  passed 
his  hand  over  his  body,  as  his  valet  spoke 
of  the  bayonet;  "but  the  poor  fellow  must 
have  transferred  some  of  his  own  wounds 
to  my  person,  I  own  the  bullet,  but  object 
to  the  cavalry  and  the  steel." 

"  No,  sir,  /  own  the  bullet,  and  it  shall 
be  buried  with  me  in  my  dressing-box,  at 
the  head  of  my  grave,"  said  Meriton,  ex- 
hibiting the  flattened  bit  of  lead,  exult- 
ingly,  in  the  palm   of  his  hand,   '^ithas 
been   in  my  pocket  these  thirteen  dap, 
after  tormenting  your  honour  for  six  long 
months,  hid  in  the  what  d'ye  call  'em  mus- 
cles,  away  behind  the  thingumy  artery. 
But  snug  as  it  was,  we  got  it  out  I  he  is  a 
miracle  is  the  great  Lon'non  sui^on  I** 

Lionel  reached  over  to  his  purse,  which 
Meriton  had  placed  regularly  on  the  table, 
each  morning,  in  order  to  remove  again  at 
night,  and  dropping  several  guineas  in  the 
hand  of  his  valet,  said — 
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*'  So  moch  lead  must  need  some  gold 
to  sweeten  it.  Put  up  the  unseemly  thing, 
and  never  let  me  see  it  again !" 

Meriton  coolly  took  the  opposing  metals, 
and  after  glancing  his  eyes  at  the  guineas, 
with  a  readiness  that  embraced  their 
amount  in  a  single  look^  he  dropped  them 
carelessly  into  one  pocket,  while  he  re-- 
stored  the  lead  to  the  other  with  an  ex« 
ceeding  attention  to  its  preservation.  He 
then  turned  his  hand  to  the  customary 
duties  of  his  station. 

''  I  remember  well  to  have  been  in  a 
fight  on  the  heights  of  Charlestown,  even 
to  the  instant  when  I  got  my  hurt,"  con- 
tinued his  master,  ''  and  I  even  recollect 
many  things  that  have  occurred  since;  a 
period  which  appears .  like  a  whole  life  to 
^le.  But  after  all,  Meriton,  I  believe  my 
ideas  have  not  been  remarkable  for  their 
clearness.'* 

''  Lord,  sir,  you  have  talked  to  me,  and 
ilcolded  me,  and  praised  me  a  hundred  and 
I  hundred  times  over  again ;  but  you  have 
fever  scolded  as  sharp  like  as  you  can, 

VOL.  II.  H 
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nor  have  you  ev^  spoken  and  looked  as 
bright  as  you  do  this  morning  T 

^'  I  am  in  the  house  of  Mrs.  Lechmare, 
a^ain/^  contmued  Lionel,  examining  the 
room ;  **  I  knov  this  apartment  and  those 
prirate  doors  too  well  to  be  mist&ken." 

''To  be  sure  you  are,  sir;  Madam 
Lechmere  had  you  brought  here  from  the 
field  to  her  own  house,  and  one  of  the  best 
it  is  in  Boston,  too;  and  I  expect  that 
Madam  would  somehow  lose  her  title  to 
it,  if  any  thing  serious  should  happen  to 
usT 

**  Such  as  a  bayonet,  or  a  troop  of  horse! 
but  why  do  you  fancy  any  such  thing!" 

''  Because,  sir,  when  Madam  comes 
here  of  an  afternoon,  which  she  did  daily, 
before  she  sickened,  I  heard  her  very  often 
say  to  herself,  if  you  should  be  so  unfor- 
tunate as  to  die,  there  would  be  an  end  to 
all  her  hopes  of  her  house." 

''  Then  it  is  Mrs*  Lechmere  who  visits 
me  daily,"  said  Lionel,  thoughtfully ;  **  1 
have  recollections  of  a  female  form  hover- 
ing around  my  bed,  though  I  had  supposed 
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it  more  youthful  and  active  than  that  of 
my  aunt." 

"  And  you  are  quite  right,  sir,  you  have 
bad  such  a  nurse  the  whole  time  as  is  sel- 
dom to  be  met  with.  For  making  a  pos- 
set or  a  gruel.  111  match  her  with  the 
oidest  woman  in  the  wards  of  Guy's ;  and, 
to  my  taste,  the  best  bar-keeper  at  the 
LoQ  non  is  a  fool  to  her  at  a  negus." 

"  These  are  high  accomplishments,  in- 
deed ;  and  who  may  be  their  mistress  ?" 

*'  Miss  Agnus,  sir ;  a  rare  good  nurse  is 
Mi^  Agnus  Danforth !  though  in  point  of 
regard  to  the  troops,  I  shouldn't  presume 
to  call  her  at  all  distinguishable." 

"  Miss  Danforth/'  repeated  Lionel  drop- 
ping his  expecting  eyes  in  disappointment, 
from  the  face  of  Meriton  to  the  floor—**  I 
hope  she  has  not  sustained  all  this  trouble 
on  my  account  alone.  There  are  women 
enough  in  the  establishment — one  would 
think  such  offices  might  be  borne  by  the 
domestics — ^in  short,  Meriton,  was  she 
withotit  an  assistant  in  all  these  little  kind- 
nessesl 
"  /  helped  her,  you  know,   sir,  all  I 

h2 
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could ;    though  my  neguses  never  touck 
the  rigjit  spot,  lil^e  Miss  Agnus's." 

"One  would  thiiik,  by  your  account, that 
I  have  done  little  else  than  guzzle  port 
wine,  for  six  mcxiths/'  said  Lionel,  pet- 
tishly. '* 

•V.  JLpridL  sir,,  you  .wpyldn't  drink  a  thim- 
l^l^fi^  from  a  gla^,  often;,  which  I  always 
tool(L^fi[>r.a.bad  sympton^;  for  Tm  certain 
't^as  JIG-  fault  of  the  liquor,  if  it  wasn't 
drunk," 

**  Well,  enough  of  your  favourite  beve- 
rage !  I  sicken  at  the  name  already — but, 
Meriton,  have  not  others  of  my  fneiidi 
called  to  enquire  after  my  fate  ?" 

''Certainly,  sir,  the  commander-in-chief 
sends  an  aid  or  a  servant  every  day ;  and 
Lord  Percy  left  his  card  mcnre  than" — 

''Pooh!  these  are  calls  of  courtesy;  but 
I  have  relatives  in  Boston — Miss  Dynevor. 
has  she  left  the  town  V 

"  No,  sir,"  said  the  valet,  very  coolly  re- 
suming the  duty  of  arranging  the  phials  on 
the  night-table;  "  she  is  not  much  of  m 
moving  body,  is  that  Miss  Cecil." 

"  She  is  not  ill,  I  truat?"  demanded  Lionel. 
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^'  Lord,  it  goes  through  nie,  part  joy  and 
part  fear,  to  hear  you  speak  again  so  quick 
and  brisk,  .sir!  No,  she  isn't  downright 
^iing,  but  she  hasn't  the  life  and  know* 
ledge  ofthings,  as  her  cousin.  Miss  Agnus." 

"  Why  do  you  think  so,  fellow  ?" 

*'  Because,  sir,  she  is  mopy,  and  don't 
turn  her  hand  to  any  of  the  light  lady's 
work  in  the  family.  I  have  seen  her  sit  in 
that  very  chair,  where  you  are  now,  sir,  for 
hours  together,  without  moving ;  unless  it 
was  some  nervous  start  when  you  groaned 
or  breathed  a  little  upward  through  your 
honoiur's  nose — I  have  taken  it  into  my -con- 
sideration, sir,  that  she  poetizes ;  at  all 
events,  she  likes  what  I  call  quietude !" 

'*  Indeed !"  said  Lionel,  pursuing  the 
conversation  with  an  interest  that  would 
have  struck  u  more  observant  man  as  re- 
markable— **  what  reason  have  you  for 
suspecting  Miss  Dynevor  of  manufacturing 
rhymes  ?" 

''  Because,  sir,  she  has  often  a  bit  of 
paper  in  her  hand ;  and  I  have  seen  her 
read  the  same  thing  over  and  over  again, 
till  I'm  sure  she  must  know  it  by  heart ; 
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which  your  poetizers  always  do  with  what 
they  writes." 

*'  Perhaps  it  was  a  letter  ?**  cried  LioDel, 
with  a  quickness  that  caused  Meriton  to 
drop  a  phial  he  was  dusting,  at  the  expense 
of  its  contents. 

''  Bless  me,  master  Lionel,  how  strong, 
and  like  old  times  you  speak !" 

'*  I  beliere  I  am  amazed  to  find  yoo 
know  so  much  of  the  divine  art,  Meriton." 

"  Practice  makes  perfect,  you  know, 
i^>"  said  the  simpering  valet :  **  I  can't  say 
I  ever  did  much  in  that  way,  though  I 
wrote  some  verses  on  a  pet  pig,  as  died 
down  at  Ravenscliffe,  the  last  time  we  was 
there ;  and  I  got  considerable  eclat  for  a 
few  lines  on  a  vase  which  lady  Bab's  wo- 
man broke  one  day,  in  a  scuffle  when  the 
foolish  creature  said  as  I  wanted  to  kiss 
her ;  though  all  that  knows  me,  knows  that 
I  needn't  break  vases  to  get  kisses  from  the 
like  of  her  r 

"  Very  well,"  said  Lionel ;  *'  some  day 
when  I  am  stronger,  I  may  like  to  be  in- 
dulged with  a  perusal — go  now,  Meriton^ 
to  the  lardtf »  and  look  about  you  ;  I  feel 
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the  fiymptoms  of  returning  health  grow 
strong  upon  me." 

The  gratified  valet  instantly  departed, 
leaving  his  master  to  the  musings  of  his 
own  busy  fancy.  Several  minutes  passed 
away  before  the  young  man  raised  his  head 
from  the  hand  that  Bupp<Hrted.it»  and  then 
it  was  only  done  when  he  thought  heixeard 
a  light  footstep  near  him.  His  ear  had 
not  deceived  him,  for  Cecil  Dynevor  her- 
self, stood  within  a  few  feet  of  the  chair, 
whidi  concealed,  in  a  great  measure,  his 
person  from  her  view.  It  was  apparent, 
by  her  attitude  and  her  tread,  that  she  ex- 
pected  to  find  the  sick  where  she  had  seen 
iiim  last,  andwhere^  for  so  many  dreary 
months,  his  listless  form  had  been  stretched 
in  apathy.  Lionel  followed  her  graceful 
movements  with  his  eyes,  and  as  the  airy 
band  of  her  morning  oap  waved  aside  at 
her  own  breathing,  he  discovered  the  unna- 
tural paleness  that  was  seated  on  her  speak- 
ing features.  But  when  she  drew  the  folds 
of  the  bed  curtains,  and  missed  the  invalid, 
thought  is  not  quicker  than  llie  motion  with 
which  die  tiumed  her  light  person  towards 
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the  >Q)iair»,  Here  sbe  encouDtered  the  eyes 
of  the  young  man,  beaming  on  her  with  de- 
list, .aqd .  expressing  all  that  animation  and 
intelligence  to  which  they  had  so  long  been 
strangers.  Yielding  to  the  surprise  and  tb« 
gu$h  of  heic  feelings,  Cecil  flew  to  his  feet, 
and,  claspijfig  one  of  his  extended  hands  ia 
both  her  own,  she  cried — 

''  Lionel,  dear  Lionel,  you  are  better! 
Gpd  be  pr^i^ed  you  look  well  again !" 

Lionel  gently  ext^icatedhishand from  the 
warm  aijid  unguarded  pressure  of  her  soft 
fingers,  and  drew  forth  a  paper  which  sbs 
had  unconsciously  committed  to  his  keep- 
ing. 

^'  This5  dearest  Cecily"  he  whispered  to 
the  blushing  maiden,  *'  this  is  my  own  let- 
ler,  written  when  I.  kaew  my  life  to  be  ai 
imminent  hazard,  and  speaking  the  purest 
thoughts  of -my  heart'^-tell  me„  then,  it  has 
not  been  thus  kept  ibc  nothing  ?*' 

Cecil  dropped  her  face  between  her 
hands  for  a  moment,  in  burning  shame,  and 
then*  as  all  the  emotions  of  the  moment 
crowded  around  her  heart,  she  yielded  to 
them  as  a  woman,  and  burst  into  a  pa- 
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wxysm  of  tears.  It  is  heedless  to  dwell 
on  those  consoling  and  seducing  speeches 
of  the  young  man,  which  soon  succeeded 
in  luring  his  companion  not  only  from  her 
•obs,  but  even -from  her  confusion,  and  per- 
mitted her  to  raise  her  beautiful  counte* 
Bance  to  his  ardent  gaze,  bright  and  con- 
fiding as  his  fondest  wishes  could  have 
made  it    * 

The  letter  of  Lionel  was  too  direct,  not 
to  save  her  pride,  and  it  had  been  too  often 
perused  for  a  single  sentence  to  be  soon  for- 
gotten. Besides,  Cecil  had  watched  over  his 
couch  too  fondly  and  too  long  to  indulge  in 
^y  of  those  little  coquetries  which  are 
sometimes  met  with  in  similar  Boenea.  She 
said  all  that  an  afiectionate,  generous,  and 
modest  female  would  say  on  such  an  occa* 
sion;  and  it  is  certain,. that  well  as  Lionel 
tooked  OR  waking,  the  little  she  uttered 
had  the  effect  to  improve  his  appearanee 
ten^fold. 

'•  And  you  received  my  letter  on  the 
morning  after  the  battle?"  said  Lionel, 
leaning  fondly  over  her,  as  she  still,  uncon- 
sciously, kneeled  by  his  sid^. 

b3 
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"  Yes-^-yea— ^it  was  your  order  diat  it 
should  be  seat  to  me  only  in  case  of  your 
death;  but  for  more  than  a  month  yon 
w«re  numbered  as  among  the  dead  fay  us 
aH.-*-Oh!  what  a  month  was  that  T 

''  'Tis  past,  my  sweet  friend,  and  God 
be  praised,  I  may  now  look  forward  to 
health  and  happiness." 

''  God  be  praised,  indeed/'  munnuied 
Cecil,  the  tears  again  rushing  to  her  eyes 
— ''  I  would  not  live  that  month  over  again, 
Lionel,  for  all  that  this  world  can  offer  r 

''  Dearest  Cecil,"  he  replied,  ''  I  can 
only  repay  this  kindness  and  suffering  oo 
ray  account,  by  shielding  you  firom  the 
rude  contact  of  the  world,  even  as  your 
father  would  protect  you  were  he  again  ist 
being." 

She  looked  up  in  his  face  with  all  the  soul 
of  a  woman's  confidence  beaming  in  her 
eyes,  as  she  answered — 

"  You  will,  Lincoln,  I  know  you  will, 
you  have  sworn  it,  and  I  should  be  a  wretch 
to  doubt  you." 

He  drew  her  unresisting  form  into  hk 
anns,  and  folded  her  to  Us  bosom.     In 
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another  moment  a  noise,  like  one  ascend- 
ing the  stairs,  was  heard  through  the  open 
door  of  the  room,  when  all  the  feelings  of 
her  sex  rushed  to  the  breast  of  CeciL  She 
sprung  on  her  feet,  and  hardly  allowing 
time  to  the  delighted  Lionel  to  note  the  burn- 
ing tints  that  suffused  her  whole  face,  she 
darted  from  the  room  with  the  rapidity  and 
lightness  of  an  antelope. 


CHAPTER  VIL 


'  DMd,  for  a  d«e«t»  4nuL*» 

Hamiet. 


While  Lionel  was  in  the  confusion  of 
feelings  produced  by  the  foregoing  scene, 
the  intruder,  after  a  prelude  of  singularly 
heavy  and  loud  steps,  on  the  floor,  as  if 
some  one  approached  on  crutches,  entered 
by  a  door  opposite  to  the  one  throagh 
which  Cecil  had  so  suddenly  vanished. 
At  the  next  moment  the  convalescent  was 
saluted  by  the  full,  cheerfu]  voice  of  his 
visitor — 

''  God  bless  you,  Leo,  and  bless  the 
whole  of  us,  for  we  need  it,"  cried  Pol- 
warth,  eagerly  advancing  to  grasp  the 
extended  hands  of  his  friend.  **  Meriton 
has  told  me  that  you  have  got  the  true 
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marks  of  health — a  good  appetite,  at  last. 
I  should  have  broken  my  neck  in  hurrying 
up  to  wish  you  joy  on  the  moment,  but  I 
just  stepped  into  the  kiftchen,  without  Mrs.. 
Lechmere's  leave,  to  show  her  cook  how 
to  broil  the  steak  they  are  warming  through 
for  you— a  capital  thing  after  a  long  nap, 
and  full  of  nutriment — God  bless  you,  my 
dear  Leo  ;  the  look  of  your  bright  eye  is 
as  stimulating  to  my  spirits  as  a  West-India 
pepper  is  to  the  stomach." 

Polwarth  ceased  shaking  the  hands  of 
his  re-animated  friend,  as  with  a  husky 
mce  he  concluded,  and  turning  aside 
under  the  pretence  of  reaching  a  chair,  he 
dashed  his  hand  before  his  eyes,  gave  a 
loud  hem,  and  took  his  seat  in  silence. 
During  the  performance  of  this  evolution, 
I^ionel  had  leisure  to  observe  the  altered* 
perBon  of  the  captain.  His  form,  though 
fttiU  rotund  and  even  corpulent,  was  much 
reduced  in  dimensions,  while  in  the  place 
of  one  of  those  lower  members  with  which 
nature  furnishes  the  human  race,  he  had 
been  compelled  to  substitute  a  leg  of  wood, 
somewhat  inartificially  made,  and  roughly 
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shod  with  iron*  This  last  sad  alteratioii, 
in  particular,  attracted  the  look  of  Major 
Lincoln,  who  continued  to  gaze  at  it  with 
glistening  eyes,  for  some  time  after  the 
other  had  established  himself,  to  his  entire 
satisfaction^  in  one  of  the  cushioned  seats 
of  the  apartment. 

''  I  see  my  frame^worfc  has  caught  yoor 
eye,  Leo,'^  said  Polwarth,  raising  the 
wooden  substitute,  with  an  air  of  tflfected 
indifference,  and  tappnc^  it  lightly  with  his 
cane.  ''  'Tis  not  as  gracefiilly  cut,  peiiiaps, 
as  if  it  had  been  turned  from  the  hands  of 
master  Phidias,  but  in  a  place  like  Boston, 
it  is  an  invaluable  member,  inasmuch  as  it 
knows  neither  hunger  nor  cold  1" 

"  The  Americans,  then,  press  the  town," 
said  Lionel,  glad  to  turn  the  subject,  **  aund 
maintain  the  siege  with  vigour  ?" 

''  They  have  kept  us  in  horrible  bodily 
terror,  ever  since  the  shaUow  wmtus 
toward  the  main^land  have  been  fit>zen, 
and  opened  a  path  directly  into  the  heart 
of  the  place*  Their  Virginian  genermlissi- 
mo,  Washington,  appeared  a  short  time 
^fter  the  aiEur  omnr  oo  the  odier  peaHmla, 


UONi^JL  tlVCOtK.  169 

(a  curbed  business  tiiat,  Leo !)  and  with 
him  came  all  the  trimmings  of  a  large 
army.  Since  that  time  they  have  worn  a 
more  military  front,  though  little  else  has 
been  done*  excepting  an  occasional  skir- 
mish, but  cooping  us  up  like  so.  many  un- 
easy pigeons  in  our  cage." 

'*  And  Gage  chafes  not  at  the  confine- 
ment ?" 

''  Gage  1 — we  sent  him  off  like  the  soups, 
months  ago.  No»  no— the  moment  the 
ministry  digcoTered  that  we  had  come  to 
our  forks,  in  good  earnest,  they  chose 
black  Billy  to  preside  :  and  now  we  stand 
at  bay  with  the  rebels,  who  have  already 
learnt  that  our  leader  is  not  a  child  at  the 
grand  entertainment  of  war." 

''  Yes,  seconded  by  such  men  as  Clinton 
and  Burgoyne,  and  supported  by  the 
flower  of  our  troops,  the  position  can  be 
easily  maintained." 

*'  Ko  position  can  be  easily  maintained^ 
Mj^jor  Lincoln,*'  said  Polwarth,  promptly, 
*'  in  the  face  oi  starvation,  both  internal 
and  external/' 

''  And  is  the  case  so  desperate  f 
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^  Of  that  you  shall  judge  yourself,  my 
friend.     When  Parliament  shut  the  port  of 
Boston,  the  colonies  were  filled  with  grum- 
blers ;  and  now  we  have  opened  it,  and 
would  be  glad  to  see  their  supplies,  thA 
devil  a  craft  enters  the  harbour  willingly — 
ah!  Meriton,  you  have  the  steak,  I  see^ 
put  it  here,  where  your  master  can  have  it 
at  his  elbow,  and  bring  another  plate — I 
breakfasted    but    indiffereritly  *  well    thit 
morning.     So  we  are  thrown  compl^ety 
on  our  own  resources.     But  the  rebels  do 
not  let  us  enjoy  even  them  in  peace.     TTiii 
thing  is  done  to  a  turn — how  charmingly 
the  blood  follows  the  knife ! — They  bav# 
gone  so  far  as  to  equip  privateers,  who  ciit 
off  our  necessaries,  and  he  is  a  lucky  man 
who  can  get  a  meal  like  the  one  before  us.** 
•**  I  had  not  thought  the  power  of  tli« 
Americans  could  have  forced  matters  U> 
such  a  pass." 

"  What  I  have  mentioned,  though  of 
vital  importance,  is  not  half.  If  a  man  m 
happy  enough  to  obtain  the  materials  for  m. 
good  dish — you  'should  have  rubbed  an 
onion  over  these  plates,  Mrs.  Meriton^ — ^H« 
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don't  know  whei^  he  is  to  find  fiiel  to  cook 
it  withal." 

''  Lookiog  at  the  comforts  with  which  1 
am  surrounded,  my  good  friend,  I  cannot 
but  fancy  your  imagination  heightens  the 

distress." 

"  Fancy  no  such  silly  thing,  for  when 

you  get  abroad,  you  will  find  it  but  too 

exact.    In  the  article  of  food,  if  we  are  not 

reduced,  like  the  men  of  Jerusalem,  to 

eating  one  another,  we  are,  half  the  time, 

rather  worse  off,  being  entirely  destitute 

of  wholesome  nutriment.    Let  but  an  un- 

^y  log  float  by  the  town,  among  the  ice, 

wd  go  fprth  and  witness  the  struggling 

and  skiqnishing  between  the  Yankees  and 

oar  frozen  fingers  for  its  possession,  and 

you  will  become  a  believer!     Twill  be 

hcky  if  the  water-soaked  relic  of  some 

wharf  should  escape  without  a  cannonade ! 

1  don't  tell  you  these  things  as  a  grumbler, 

I/eo;  for  thank  God,  I  have  only  half  as 

many  toes  as  other  men  to  keep  warmth 

in ;  and  as  for  eating,  a  little  will  suffice 

forme,  now  my  corpQreal  establishment 

is  so  sadly  reduced.'* 
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Lionel  paused,  in  melancholy,  as  his 
friend  attempted  to  jest  at  his  misfortune, 
and  then,  by  a  very  natural  tranmtion  for  a 
young  man  in  his  situation,  he  proudly  ex* 
claimed -▼ 

•'  But  we  gained  the  day,  Polwarthi 
and  drove  the  rebels  from  their  entrench- 
ments, like  chaff  before  a  whirlwind !" 

''  Humph !"  ejaculated  the  captain,  lay- 
ing his  wooden  leg  carefully  over  its  more 
valuable  fellow,  and  regarding  it  ruefully, 
while  he  spoke — *'  had  we  made  a  suitable 
use  of  the  bounties  of  nature,  and  turned 
their  position,  instead  of  running  into  the 
jaws  of  the  beast,  nniny  might  have  left  the 
field  better  supplied  with  appurtenances 
than  are  some  among  us  at  present.    But 
dark  William  loves  a  brush,  they  say,  and 
he  enjoyed  it,  on  that  occaision,  to  hif^ 
heart's  content !" 

**  He  must  be  grateful  to  Clinton  for  his 
timely  presence  f 

!'  Does  the  devil  delight  in  martyrdom  ! 
The  presence  of  a  thousand  rebels  iwouM 
have  been  more  welcome,   even  at   that 
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moment ;  nor  has  he  smiled  once,  on  his 
good-natured  assistant^  since  he  thrust  hinoi- 
self,  in  that  unwelcome  manner,  between 
him  and  his  enemy.  We  had  enough 
to  think  of  with  our  dead  and  wounded^ 
and  in  maintaining  our  conquest,  or 
something  more  than  black  looks  and  un- 
kind eyes  would  have  followed  the  deed/* 

''  I  fear  to  inquire  into  the  fortunes  of 
the  field,  so  many  names  of  worth  must  be 
numbered  in  the  loss." 

''  Twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  men  are  not 
to  be  knocked  on  the  head  out  of  such  an 
army,  and  all  the  clever  fellows  escape. 
(^,  I  know,  calls  the  loss  something  like 
^even  hundred  ;  but  after  vapouring  so 
much  about  the  Yankees^  their  prowess  is 
not  to  be  acknowledged  in  its  bloom  at 
once.  A  man  seldom  goes  on  one  leg,  but 
he  halts  a  little  at  first,  as  I  can  say  from 
experience— put  down  thirteen,  Leo,  as  a 
niedium,  and  you'll  not  miscalculate  largely 
— yes>  indeed^  there  were  some  brave 
yoong  men  amongst  them !  those  rascally 
light-footed  gentry  that  I  gave  up  so  op- 
portunely, were  finely  peppered — and  there 
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were  the  Fusileers  had  hardly  men  enougli 
left  to  saddle  their  goat  !"* 

^*  And  the  marines !  they  must  have  suf- 
fered heavily ;  I  saw  Pitcairn  fall  before 
me;"  said  Lionel,  speaking  with  hesita- 
tion ;  "I  greatly  fear  our  old  comrade, 
the  grenadier,  did  not  escape  with  better 
fortune.'' 

/'MacT  exclaimed  Polwarth,  casting  t 
furtive  glance  at  his  companion. — ^**At, 
Mac  was  not  as  lucky  in  that  business  as 
he  was  in  Germany — ^he-em — Mac — ^had 
.an  obstinate  way  with  him,  Leo,  a  damned 
obstinate  fellow  in  all  military  matters, 
but  as  generous  a  heart  and  as  firee  in 
sharing  a  mess  bill  as  any  man  in  hts 
majesty's  service !  I  crossed  the  river  in 
the  same  boat  with  him,  and  he  enter* 
tained  us  with  his  queer  thoughts  on  th€ 
art  of  war.  According  to  Mac's  notions 
of  things,   the  grenadiers  were  to  do  all 


♦  This  regiment,  in  consequence  of  some 
kept  a  goat,  with  gilded  horns,  as  a  memoria].  Once  a 
year  it  celebrated  a  festival  in  which  the  bearded  qiiadi«- 
ped  acted  a  conspicuous  part.  In  the  battle  of  Buuke*- 
hill,  the  corps  was  distitiguished  alike  for  iU  courage  bk 
its  losses 


LIONEL   LINCOLir.  165 

the  fighting ;  a  damn'd  odd  way  with  him 
had  Mac !" 

**  There  are  few  of  us  without  peculi- 
arities, and  I  could  wish  that  none  of  them 
were  more  offensive  than  the  trifling  pre- 
judices of  poor  Dennis  M'Fuse." 

*'  Yes,  yes,"  added  Polwarth,  hemming 
violently,    as  if  determined  to  clear  his 
throat  at  every  hazard ;  '"  he  was  a  little 
opinionated  in  trifles,  such  as  a  knowledge 
of  war,  and  matters  of  discipline,  but  in 
all  important  things  as  tractable  as  a  child. 
He  loved   his  joke,  but  it  was  impossible 
to  have  a  less  difficult  or    a  more  unpre- 
tending palate  in  one's  mess !     The  great- 
est evil  I  can  wish  him  was  breath  in  his 
body,    to  live  and  enjoy  in  these   hard 
times,    when  things  become  excellent  by 
comparison,  the  sagacious  provision  which 
^is  own  ingenuity  contrived  to  secure  out 
>f  the  cupidity  of  our  ancient  landlord, 
Vf  ister  Seth  Sage." 

^'  Then  that  notable  scheme  did  not 
tatirely  fall  to  the  ground,"  said  Lionel, 
%rith  a  feverish  desire  to  change  the  sub- 
let  once  more.      **  I  had  thought   the 
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Americans  were  too  vigilant  to  admit  the 
intercourse." 

''  Seth  has  been  too  sagacious  to  permit 
them  to  obstruct  it.  The  prices  acted 
like  a  soporific  on  his  comscience,  and,  by 
using  your  name,  I  believe,  he  has  fanned 
some  friend  of  sufficient  importance 
amongst  the  rebels  to  protect  him  in  hi^ 
trade.  His  supplies  make  their  appear- 
ance twice  a- week  as  regularly  as  the 
meats  follows  the  soups  in  a  well-ordered 
banquet." 

''  You  then  can  communicate  with  the 
country,   and  the  country  with  the  town ! 
Although  Washington  m^y  wink  at  the 
proceeding,  I  should  fear  the   scowl  of 
Howe." 

"Why,  in  order  to  prevent  suspidcoi^ 
of  unfair  practices,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  serve  the  cause  of  humanity,  so  the 
explanation  reads,  you  know,  our  sapient 
host  has  seen  fit  to  employ  a  fool  as  ht^ 
agent  in  tiie  intercourse.  A  fellow,  as  yo  j 
may  remember,  of  some  notoriety ;  a  cer- 
tain simpleton,  who  calls  himself  Job  Pray. 

Lionel  continued  silent  for  many  n&o 
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mtnts,  during  which  time  his  recollections 
began  to  revive,  and  his  thoughts  glanced 
over  the  scenes  that  occurred  in  the  first 
months  of  his  residence  in  Boston.  It  is 
quite  possible  that  a  painful,  though  still 
general  and  indefinite  feeling>  mingled  with 
hk  musings,  for  he  evidently  strove  to 
expel  some  such  unwelcome  intruder,  as 
be  resumed  the  discourse  with  a  strong 
appearance  of  forced  gaiety* 

'*  Ay,  ay,  I  well  remember  poor  Job — a 
fellow  once  seen  smd  known,  not  easily  to 
be  forgotten.  He  used,  of  old,  to  attach 
himself  greatly  to  my  person,  but  I  sup- 
pose, like  the  rest  of  the  world,  I  am 
i^eglected  when  in  retirement." 

''  You  do  the  lad  injustice ;  he  not  only 
makes  frequent  inquiries,  after  his^  slovenly 
manner  I  acknowledge,  concerning  your 
condition,  but  sometimes  he  seems  better 
informed  in  the  matter  than  myself,  and 
can  requite  my  frequent  answers  to  his 
questions,  by  imparting,  instead  of  re- 
ceiving intelligence  c^  your  improv^nent ; 
more  especially  since  the  ball  has  been 
-xtracted." 
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**That  should  be  very  singular,  too/* 
said  Lionel,  with  a  still  more  thougfatfol 
brow. 

*'  Not  so  very  remarkable,  Leo,  as  oae 
would  at  first  imagine,"    interrupted  hi» 
companion — **  the  lad   is  not   wanting  in 
sagacity,  as  he  manifested  by  his  choice  d 
dishes  at  our  old  mess-table — Ah!  Leo, 
Leo,  we  may  see  many  a  discriminating 
palate,    but    where  shall  we   go  to  find 
another  such  a  friend !  one  who  could  eat 
and  joke— drink  and  quarrel  with  a  man  in 
a  breath,  like  poor  Dennis,  w^ho  is  gone 
from   among  us  for  ever!     There  was  a 
piquancy  about  poor  Mac  that  acted  on 
the  dullness   of   life  like  condiments  on 
the  natural  appetite." 

Meriton,  who  was  diligently  brushing 
his  master's  coat,  an  office  that  he  per- 
formed daily,  though  the  garment  had  not 
been  worn  in  so  long  a  period,  stole  a 
glance  at  the  averted  eye  of  the  Major, 
and  understanding  its  expression  to  indi- 
cate a  determined  silence,  he  ventured  u 
maintain  the  discourse  in  his  own  unwor 
thy  person. 


LIONEL   LINCOLN.  169 

**  Yes,  sir,  a  nice  gentleman  was  Captain 
M'Fuse,  and  one  as  fought  as  stoutly  for 
the  king  as  any  gentleman  in  the  army,  all 
agrees.  It  was  a  thousand  pities  such  a 
fine  figure  of  a  man  hadn't  a  better  idea  of 
dress ;  it  isn't  all,  sir,  as  is  gifted  in  that 
^*ay !  But  every  body  says  he's  a  detri- 
mental loss,  though  there's  some  officers 
ia  town  who  consider  so  little  how  to 
vear  their  ornaments,  that  if  they  were 
to  be  shot  I  am  sure  no  one  would  mis» 
them." 

"Ah!  Meriton,"  cried  the  full-hearted' 
Polwarth,  *'  I  see  you  are  a  youth  of  more 
observation  than  I  had  suspected;  Mac 
had  all  the  seeds  of  a  man  in  him,  though 
$K)me  of  them  might  not  have  come  to 
maturity.  There  was  a  flavour  in  his 
humour  that  served  as  a  relish  to  every 
conversation  in  which  he  mingled.  Did 
jfou  serve  the  poor  fellow  up  in  handsome 
^tyle,  Meriton,  for  his  last  worldly  exhi- 
bition?" 

"  Yes,  indeed,  sir,  we  gave  him  as  oma« 
jtental  a  funeral  as  can  be  9een  gut  of 

VOL.  II,  I 
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Lon'non.  Besides  the  Royal  Irish,  all 
the  grenadiers  was  out;  that  is  all  that 
wasn't  hurt,  which  was  near  half  of  th^B. 
As  I  knowed  the  regard  Master  Liooel 
had  for  the  Captain,  I  dressed  him  ^th 
my  own  hands ;  I  trimmed  his  whiskers^ 
sir,  and  altered  his  hair  more  in  front,  and 
seeing  that  his  honour  was  getting  a  little 
grey,  I  threw  on  a  sprinkling  of  powder, 
and  as  handsome  a  corpse  was  Captain 
M'Fuse  as  any  gentleman  in  the  army, 
let  the  other  be  who  he  may !" 

The  eyes  of  Polwarth  twinkled,  and  he 
blew  his  nose  with  a  noise  not  unlike  the 
sound  of  a  clarion  ere  he  rejoined — 

*'  Yes,  yes,  time  and  hardships  had 
given  a  touch  of  frost  to  the  head  of  the 
poor  fellow  ;  but  it  is  a  consolation  to 
know  that  he  died  like  a  soldier,  and  not 
by  the  hands  of  that  vulgar  butcher. 
Nature  ;  and  that  being  dead,  he  was  re* 
mov^d  according  to  his  deserts  !'* 

'*  Indeed,  sir/'  said  Meriton,  with  a  so* 
leimiity  worthy  of  the  occasion,  *'  we  gave 
hini  a  great  procession — a  great  deal  can  be 
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made  out  of  his  Majesty's  uniform,  on  such 
festivities,  and  it  had  a  wonderful  look 
about  it ! — Did  you  speak,  sir  ?" 

''  Yes,*'  added  Lionel,  impatiently, 
''remove  the  cloth;  and  go,  inquire  if 
there  be  letters  for  me/' 

The  valet  submissively  obeyed,  and 
aiter  a  short  pause  the  dialogue  was  re« 
sumed  by  the  gentlemen  on  subjects  of  a 
less  painftil  nature. 

As  Polwarth  was  exceed^gly  commu* 
nicative,  Lionel  soon  obtaitted  a  very  ge« 
neral,  and  to  do  the  captain  suitable  jus* 
tice,  an  extremely  impartial  account  of  the 
situation  of  the  hostile  forces,  as  well  as  of 
aJl  the  leading  events  that  had  transpired 
since  the  day  of  Breeds.  Once  or  twice 
the  invalid  ventured  an  allusion  to  the 
spirit  of  the  rebels,  and  to  the  unexpected 
energy  they  had  discovered ;  but  Polwarth 
heard  them  all  in  silence,  answering  only 
by  a  melancholy  smile,  and,  in  the  last  in- 
stance,  by  a  significant  gesture  towards 
his  unnatural  supporter.  Of  course,  after 
this  tpuchmg  acknowledgment  of  his  for- 

1  2 


172  LIONEL  LINCOLN. 

mer  error,  his  friend  waived  the  subject  for 
others  less  personal. 

He  learned  that  the  royal  general  main- 
tained his  hardly-earned  conquest  on  the 
opposite  peninsula,  where  he  was  as  efiec- 
tually  beleagured,  however,  as  in  the  town 
of  Boston  itself.  In  the  meantime,  while 
the  war  was  conducted  in  earnest  at  the 
point  where  it  commenced,  hostilities  had 
broken  out  in  every  one.  of  those  colonies 
south  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  Great 
Lakes,  where  the  presence  of  the  royal 
troops  invited  an  appeal  to  force.  At  first, 
while  the  colonists  acted  under  the  im-< 
pulses  of  the  high  enthusiasm  of  a  sudden 
rising,  they  had  been  everywhere  success- 
ful. A  general  army  had  been  organized, 
as  already  related,  and  divisions  were  em- 
ployed at  different  points,  to  effect  those 
conquests,  which,  in  that  early  state  of  the 
struggle,  were  thought'to  be  important  to 
the  main  result.  But  the  effects  of  their 
imperfect  means  and  divided  power  were 
already  becoming  visible.  After  a  series 
of  minor  victories,  Montgomery  had  (alien 
in  a  most  desperate  but  unsuccessful  at<* 
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tempt  to  carry  the  impregnable  fortress  of 
Quebec ;  and  ceasing  to  be  the  assailants, 
the  Americans  were  gradually  compelled 
to  collect  their  resources  to  meet  that 
mighty  effort  of  the  crown  which  was 
known  to  be  not  far  distant.  As  thousands 
of  their  fellow-subjects  in  the  mother 
country  manifested  a  strong  repugnance 
to  the  war>  the  Ministry  so  far  submitted 
to  the  influence  of  that  free  spirit  which 
first  took  deep  root  in  Britain,  as  to  turn 
thdr  eyes  to  those  states  of  Europe,  who 
made  a  trade  in  human  life,  in  quest  of 
mercenaries  to  quell  the  temper  of  the 
colonists.  In  consequence,  the  fears  of 
the  timid  amongst  the  Americans  were 
excited  by  rumours  of  the  vast  hordes  of 
Russians  and  Grermans  who  were  to  be 
poured  into  their  country  with  the  fell  in- 
tent to  make  them  slaves.  Perhaps  no 
step  of  their  enemies  had  a  greater  ten- 
dency to  render  them  odious  in  the  eyes  of 
the  Americans,  than  this  measure  of  intro- 
ducing foreigners  to  decide  a  quarrel 
purely  domestic.  So  long  as  none  but 
men  who   had   been  educated   in   those 


174  ItONfiL   htSMUt* 

acknowledged   principles   of  justice  and 
law,  known  to  both  people,  were  admitted 
to  the  contest,   there  were  visible  points 
common  to  each,  which  might  render  the 
struggle  less  fierce,  and  in  time  lead  to  a 
permanent  reconciliation.     But  they  rea- 
smied  not  inaptly,  when  they  asserted  that 
in  a  contest  rendered  triumphant  by  slaves, 
nothing  but  abject  submission  could  ensue 
to  the  conquered «     It  was  like  throwing 
away  tlie  scabbard,  and^  by  abandoning 
reason,  submitting  the  result  to  the  sword 
alone.     In  addition  to  the  estrangement 
theUe  m€bsures  were  gradually  increasing 
between  the  people  of  the  mother-country 
and    the  colonies,    must    be  added  die 
change  it  produced  amongst  the  latter  in 
their  habits  of  regarding  the  person  of  their 
prince. 

During  the  whole  of  the  angry  discus- 
sion, and  the  recriminations  which  pre- 
ceded the  drawing  of  blood,  the  cokmists 
had  admitted,  to  the  fullest  extent,  not 
only  in  their  language,  but  in  their  feelings, 
that  fiction  of  the  British  law  which  says, 
''  the  king  can  do  no  wrong/'    Throogh* 
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out  the  wide  extent  of  an  empire^  on  which 
the  sun  was  never  known  to  8et>  the  Eng- 
lish  monarch  could  boast  of  no  subjects 
niore  devoted  to  his  family  and  person, 
than  the    men  who  now  stood    in  arms 
against  what  they  honestly  believed  to  be 
the  unconstitutional  encroachments  of  his 
power.    Hitherto  the  whole  weight  of  their 
resentment  had  justly  fallen  on  the  ad- 
visera  of  the   Prince,   who   himself  was 
thought  to  be  ignorant,  as  he  was  probably 
innocent,  of  the  abuses  so  generally  prac- 
tised in  his  name.     But  as  the  contest 
thickened,  the  natural  feelings  of  the  man 
were  thought  to  savour  of  the  political  acts 
he  was  required  to  sanction  with  his  name. 
It  was  soon  whispered  amongst  those  who 
had  the  best  means  of  intelligence,  that 
the  feelings  of  the  sovereign  were  deeply 
interested  in  the  maintenance  of  what  he 
deemed  his  prerogative,  and  the  ascend^ 
ancy  of  that  body  of  the  representatives  of 
his  empire,  which  he  met  in  person  and  in- 
fluenced by  his  presence.     Ere  long  this 
opinion  was  rumoured  abroad,  and  as  the 
minds  of  men  began  to  loosen  from  their 
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ancient  attslchments  and  prejudices,  they 
confounded,  by  a  very  natural  feeling,  the 
head  with  the  members;  forgetting  that 
**  Liberty  and  Equality"  formed  no  part 
of  the  trade  of  Princes.  The  name  of  the 
monarch  was  daily  falling  into  disrepute ; 
and  as  the  colonial  writers  ventured  lo 
allude  more  freely  to  his  person  and 
power,  the  glimmerings  of  that  light  were 
seen,  which  was  a  precursor  of  the  rise  of 
'  the  stars  of  the  west'  amongst  the  na- 
tional symbols  of  the  earth.  Until  then, 
few  had  thought,  and  none  had  ventured 
to  speak  openly  of  independence,  though 
events  had  been  silently  preparing  the 
colonists  for  such  a  final  measure. 

Allegiance  to  the  Prince  was  the  last  and 
only  tie  to  be  severed,  for  the  colonies 
already  governed  themselves  in  all  matters, 
whether  of  internal  or  foreign  policy,  as 
effectually  as  any  people  could,  whose 
right  to  do  so  was  not  generally  acknow- 
ledged. But  as  the  honest  nature  of 
George  III.  admitted  of  no  disguise,  mu- 
tual disgust  and  alienation  were  the  natu- 
ral consequences  of  the  re-action  of  senti- 
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tnent  between  the  Prince  and  his  western 
people,  * 

AU  this,  and  much  more  of  minute  de- 
tail, was  hastily  commented  on  by  Pol* 
warth,  who  possessed,  in  the  midst  of  his 
epicurean  propensities,  sterling  good  sense, 
and  great  integrity  of  intention.  Lionel 
was  chiefly  a  listener,  nor  did  he  cease  the 
greedy  and  interesting  employment  until 
warned  by  his  weakness,  and  the  stroke  of 
a  neighbouring  clock,  that  he  was  tres- 
passing too  far  on  prudence.  His  friend 
then  assisted  the  exhausted  invalid  to  his 
bed,  and  after  giving  him  a  world  of  good 
advice,  together  with  a  warm  pressure  of 
the  hand,  he  stumped  his  way  out  of  the 
tx>om,  with  a  noise  that  brought,  at  every 
tread,  an  echo  from  the  heart  of  Major 
Uncoln. 

•  Note. — ^Tbe  prejudices  of  the  King  of  ISnglanj 
were  unavoidable  in  his  insulated  situation,  but  his  viiv 
toes  and  integrity  were  exclusively  the  property  oft 
man.  His  speech  to  our  first  minister  after  the  peace 
cannot  be  too  often  recorded.  "  1  was  the  last  man  in 
my  kingdom  to  acknowledge  your  independence,  and  I 
slial)  be  the  last  to  violate  it/' 

I  3 


CHAPtER  VIII. 

"  God  never  meant  thai  man  should  neale  the  kraTfoi 
'^  Byitrides  of  bufnan  wi«lofti.'' 

Ceufcr. 

A  VERY  few  days  of  gentle  exercise  in 
the  bracing  air  of  the  season^  were  su£Bcient 
to  restore  the  strength  of  the  invalid,  whose 
wounds  had  healed  while  he  lay  slumber 
ihg  under  the  influence  of  the  anodynes 
presciribed  by  his  leech.  Polwarth,  in  con* 
sideration  of  the  dilapidated  state  of  his  owo 
limbs,  together  with  the  debility  of  Lionel 
had  so  far  braved  the  ridicule  of  the  armVt 
as  to  set  up  one  of  those  comfortable  and 
easy  conveyances,  which  in  the  good  old 
times  of  colonial  humility,  were  known  by 
the  quaint  and  unpretending  title  of  torn* 
pungs.  To  equip  this  establishment,  lie 
had  been  compelled  to  impress  one  of  the 
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fine  huDters  of  his  friend.  The  animal  had 
been  taught,  by  virtue  of  much  training 
from  hig  groom^  aided  a  little^  perhaps,  by 
the  low  state  of  the  gamers  of  the  place,  to 
amble  through  the  snow  as  quietly  as  if  he 
were  conscious  of  the  altered  condition  of 
his  masters  health.  In  this  safe  vehicle 
the  two  gentleman  might  be  seen  daily 
gliding  along  the  upper  streets  of  the  town, 
and  moving  through  the  winding  paths  of 
the  common,  receiving  the  congratulations 
of  their  friends ;  or,  in  their  turn,  visiting 
others,  who,  like  themselves,  had  been 
wounded  in  the  murderous  battle  of  the 
preceding  summer,  but  who,  less  fortunate 
than  they,  were  still  compelled  to  submit 
to  the  lingering  confin^.ment  of  their  quar* 
ters. 

It  was  not  difficult  to  persuade  Cecil  and 
Agnes  to  join  in  many  of  their  short  ex<^ 
cursions,  though  no  temptation  could  in- 
duce the  latter  to  still  the  frown  that  habi* 
tiially  settled  on  her  beautiful  brow,  when^ 
ever  chance  or  intention  brought  them  in 
contact  with  any  of  the  gentlemen  of  the 
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htiay.  Miss  Dynevor  was,  however,  much 
more  coac>Iiating  in  her  deportment,  and 
even  at  times  so  gracious  as  to  incur  the 
pri^te  reproaches  of  her  friend. 

*'  Surely,  Cecil,  you  forget  how  mucti 
our  poor  countrymen  are  suffering  in  their 
miserable  lodgings  without  the  town,  or 
you  would  be  less  prodigal  of  your  con- 
descension to  these  butterflies  of  the 
army,"  cried  Agnes,  pettishly,  while  they 
were  uncloaking  after  one  of  these  rides, 
during  which  the  latter  thought  her  cousin 
had  lost  sight  of  that  tacit  compact  by 
which  most  of  the  women  of  the  colonies 
deemed  themselves  bound  to  exhibit  their 
feminine  resentments  to  their  invaders— 
"  wfere  a  chief  from  our  own  army  pre- 
sented to  you,  he  could  not  have  been 
received  in  a  sweeter  manner  than  you  be* 
stowed  your  smile  to«day  on  that  Sir  Digby 
Dent!" 

"  I  can  say  nothing  in  favour  of  its 
sweetness,  my  acid  cousin,  but  thai  Sir 
Digby  Dent  is  a  gentleman — " 

"  A  gentleman !  yes—  so  is  every  Eng* 
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lishman  who  wears  a  scarlet  coat^  and 
knows  how  to  play  off  his  airs  in  the  colo- 
nies!" 

"  And  a9 1  hope  I  have  some  claims  to 
be  called  a  lady/'  continued  Cecil  quietly, 
"  I  do  not  know  why  in  the  little  inter- 
course we  have,  I  should  be  rude  to  him.'* 
"  Cecil  Dynevor !"    exclaimed  Agnes, 
>vith  a  sparkling  eye,  and  with  a  woman  s 
intuitive  perception  of  the  other's  motives, 
"  all  Englishmen  are  not  Lionel  Lincolns/' 
"  Nor  is  Major  Lincoln  an  Englishman/' 
returned  Cecil  laughing,  while  she  blushed ; 
"  though  I  have  reason  to  think  that  Cap- 
tain Polwarth  may  be/' 

"  Silly,  child^  silly ;  the  poor  man  has 
paid  the  penalty  of  his  offence,  and  is  to 
be  regarded  with  pity." 

"  Have  a  care,  my  coz. — Pity  is  one  of 
a  large  connexion  of  gentle  feelings ;  when 
you  once  admit  the  first  born,  you  may 
leave  open  your  doors  to  the  whofe  family." 
*'  Now  that  is  exactly  the  point  in  ques- 
tion, Cecil;  because  you  esteem  Major 
Lincoln,  you  are  willing  to  admire  Howe 
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and  all  his  myrmidons;  but  I  can  pity, and 
iBtill  be  firm." 

*'  Le  bon  temps  viendra'^ 

'^  Never,"  interrupted  Agnes,  with  a 
warmth  that  prevented  her  perceiving  how 
much  she  admitted — "  Never,  at  least, 
under  the  guise  of  a  scarlet  coat/* 

Cecil  smiled,  but  having  completed  her 
toilet,  she  withdrew  without  making  any 
reply. 

Such  little  discussions,  enlivened  more  or 
less  by  the  peculiar  spirit  of  Agnes,  were  of 
frequent  occurrence,  though  the  eye  of  her 
cousin  became  daily  more  thoughtful,  and 
the  indifference  with  which  she  listened, 
was  more  apparent  in  each  succeeding 
dialogue. 

In  the  meantime,  the  affairs  of  the  siesre, 
though  conducted  with  extreme  caution, 
amounted  only  to  a  vigilant  blockade. 

The  Americans  lay  by  thousands  in  the 
surrounding  villages,  or 'were  hutted  in 
strong  bands  nigh  the  batteries  which 
commanded  the  approaches  to  the  place. 
Notwithstanding  their    means  had   been 
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greatly  increased,  by  the  capture  of  neve*- 

ral  vessels  loaded  with  warlike  stores,  as 

Well  as  by  the  reduction  of  two  important 

fortresses  towards  the  Canadian  frontiers, 

they  were  still  too  scanty  to  admit  of  that 

wasteful  expenditure  which  is  the  usual 

accompaniment  of  war.     In  addition  to 

their  necessities,  as  a  reason  for  forbear^ 

ance,  might  also  be  mentioned,  the  feel« 

ings  of  the  colonists,  who  were  anxious,  in 

mercy  to  themselves,  to  regain  their  town 

^  little  injured  as  possible.     On  the  other 

hand,  the  impression  made  by  the  battle  of 

Bunker-hill  was  still  so  vivid  as  to  curb 

the  enterprise  of  the  royal  commanders, 

and  Washington  had  been  permitted  to 

hold  their  powerful  forces  in  check,  by  an 

untrained  and  half^armed  multitude,  that 

was,  at  times,  absolutely  destitute  of  the 

means  of  maintaining  even  a  momentary 

contest. 

As,  however,  a  show  of  hostilities  was 
maintained^  the  repQrts  of  cannon  were 
frequently  heard,  and  there  were  days 
when  skirmishes  between  the  advanced 
parties  of  the  two  hosts,  brought  on  more 
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heavy  firings,  which  continued  for  longer 
periods.  The  ears  of  the  ladies  had  been 
long  accustomed  to  these  rude  sounds,  and 
as  the  trifling  loss  which  followed  vras 
altogether  confined  to  the  outworks,  they 
were  listened  to  but  with  little  or  no 
terror. 

In  this  manner  a  fortnight  flew  swiftlj' 
aWay,  without  an  incident  to  be  related. 
One  fine  morning,  at  the  end  of  that  period^ 
Polwarth  drove  into  the  little  court-yard 
of  Mrs.    Lechmere's   residence,  with  all 
those  knowing  flourishes  he  could  com^ 
mand,  and  which  in  the  year  1776  were 
thought  to  indicate  the  greatest  familiarity 
with  the  properties  of  a  tom-pung.    In 
another  minute  his  wooden  member  was 
heard  in  the  passage,  timing  his  steps  as  he 
approached  the  room  where  the  rest  of  the 
party  were  waiting  his  appearance.     The 
two  cousins  stood  wrapped  in  furs,  with 
smiling   faces  blooming    beneath   double 
rows  of  lace  to  soften  the  pictures,  while 
Major  Lincoln  was  in  the  act  of  taking  hi5 
cloak  from  Meriton  as  the  door  opened  for 
tbe  admission  of  the  captain. 
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•*  What,  already  dished !"  exclaimed  the 
good-natured  Polwarth,  glancing  his  eyes 
from  one  to  the  other,  "  so  much  the 
better;  punctuality  is  the  true  leaven  of 
life,  a  good  watch  is  as  necessary  to  the 
guest  as  the  host,  and  to  the  host  as  his 
cook.  Miss  AgneSi  you  are  amazingly 
murderous  to-day !  If  Howe  expects  his 
subatterns  to  do  their  duty,  he  should  not 
suffer  you  to  go  at  large  in  his  camp." 

The  fine  eye  of  Miss  Danforth  sparkled 
Hs  he  proceeded,  but  happening  to  fall  on 
his  mutilated  person,  its  expression  sof- 
tened, and  she  was  content  with  answering 
>^  ith  a  smile — 

"Let  your  general  look  to  himself;  I 
seldom  go  abroad  but  to  espy  his  weak- 
ness !" 

The  captain  gave  an  expressive  shrug 
of  his  shoulder,  and  turning  aside  to  his 
friend,  said  in  an  under  tone — 

•*  You  see  how  it  is.  Major  Lincoln ; 
iver  since  I  have  been  compelled  to  serve 
nyself  up,  like  a  turkey  from  yesterday's 
linner,  "with  a  single  leg,  I  have  not  been 
ble  to  get  a  sharp  reply  from  the  young 
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woman ;  she  has  grown  an  evdn-tempered, 
tasteless  morsel  I  and  I  am  like  a  twc^ 
prong  fork,  only  fit  for  carving!  well,  I 
care  not  how  soon  they  cut  me  up  entiTely, 
since  she  has  lost  her  piquancy — but  shall 
we  to  the  church  ?" 

Lionel  looked  a  little  embarrassed,  and 
fingered  a  paper  he  held  in  his  hand,  for  a 
moment,  before  he  handed  it  to  the  other 
for  his  perusal. 

**  What  have  we  here  ?"  continued  Pol- 
warth.  "  Two  officers  wounded  in  the 
late  battle,  desire  to  return  thanks  for  their 
recovery;"  hum — hum — two?  —  yourself, 
and  who  is  the  other  ?" 

"  I  had  hoped  it  would  be  my  old  com- 
panion and  school-fellow." 

'*  Ha !  what,  me  !'*  exclaimed  the  cap- 
tain, unconsciously  elevating  his  wooden 
leg,  and  examining  it  with  a  rueful  eye. 
''  umph !  Leo,  do  you  think  a  man  lias  a 
particular  reason  to  be  grateful  for  the  loss 
of  a  leg?*' 

"  It  might  have  been  worse." 

"  I  don't  know,"  interrupted  Pol^wartfa 
a  little  obstinately ;  "  there  would  hav< 
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been  more  83^inetry  in  it,  if  it  had  been 

both." 

"  You  forget  your  mother,"  continued 
Lionel,  as  though  the  other  had  not 
spoken ;  "  I  am  very  sure  it  will  give  her 
heartfelt  pleasure.*' 

Polwarth  gave  a  loud  hem,  rubbed  his 
hand  over  his  face  once  or  twice,  gave 
another  furtive  glance  at  his  solitary  limb, 
and  then  answered,  with  a  little  tremour 
in  his  voice — 

"  Yes,  jes,  I  believe  you  are  quite  right ; 
a  mother  can  love  her  child,  though  he 
should  be  chopped  into  mince-meat !  The 
i^ex  get  that  generous  feeling  after  they 
are  turned  of  forty ;  it's  your  young  woman 
that  is  particular  about  proportions  and 
correspondents .  ** 

"  You  consent,  then,  that  Meriton  shall 
hand  in  the  request  as  it  reads  ?" 

Polwarth  hesitated  a  single  instant 
ionger,  and  then,  as  he  remembered  his 
distant  mother,  for  Lionel  had  touched 
the  right  chord,  his  heart  melted  within 
him. 

"  Certainly,  certainly ;   it  might  have 
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been  worse,  as  it  was  with  poor  Dennis ; 
ay,  let  it  pass  for  two ;  it  shall  go  hard, 
but  I  find  a  knee  to  bend  on  the  occasion. 
Perhaps,  LeO|  when  a  certain  young  lady 
sees  I  can  have  a  '  te  deum  *  for  my  ad- 
venture, she  may  cease  to  think  me  such 
an  object  of  pity  as  at  present  ?" 

Lionel  bowed  in  silence,  and  the  cap- 
tain, turning  to  Agnes,  conducted  her  to 
the  sleigh  with  a  particularly  lofty  air, 
that  he  intended  should  indicate  his  perfect 
superiority  to  the  casualties  of  war.  Cecil 
took  the  arm  of  Major  Lincoln,  and  the 
whole  party  were  soon  seated  in  the  vehicle 
that  was  in  waiting. 

Until  this  day,  which  was  the  second 
Sunday  since  his  re-appearance,  and  the 
first  on  which  the  weather  permitted  him 
to  go  abroad,  Lionel  had  no  opportunity 
to  observe  the  altered  population  of  the 
town.  The  inhabitants  had  gradually  left 
the  place,  seine  clandestinely,  and  others 
under  favour  of  passes  from  the  roynl 
general,  until  those  who  remained  ijrere 
actually  outnumbered  by  the  army  aad  ii5 
dependents.    As  tlie  party  approached  the 
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"  King's  Chapel,"  the  street  was  crowded 
by  military  men,  collected  in  groups,  who 
indulged  in  thoughtless  merriment,  reck* 
less  of  the  wounds  their  light  conversation 
inflicted  on  the  few  townsmen  who  might 
be  seen  moving  towards  the  church,  with 
deportments    suited  to  the  solemnity  of 
^eir  purpose^  and  countenances  severely- 
chastened  by  a  remembrance  of  the  day, 
^d  its  serious  duties.     Indeed,  so  com- 
pletely had   Boston  lost  that  distinctive 
appearance  of  sobriety,   which  had  ever 
been  the  care  and  pride  of  its  people,  in 
the  levity  of  a  garrison,  that  even  the  im- 
mediate  precincts  of  the  temple  were  not 
protected  from  the  passing  jest  or  rude 
i^irth  of  the  gay  and  unreflecting,  at  an 
iour  when  a  quiet  was  wont  to  settle  on 
ie  whole  province,  as  deep  as  if  Nature 
tad  ceased  her  ordinary  functions  to  unite 
1  the  worship  of  man.    I^ionel  observed 
be  change  with  mortification,  nor  did  it 
icape  his  uneasy  glances,  that  his  two 
male  companions  concealed  their  faces 
i  their  mufis,  as  if  to  exclude  a  view  that 
"ought  still  more  painful  recoUectioiia  to 
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minds  early  trained  in  the  reflecting  hatnts 
of  the  country.  • 

-  When  the  sleigh  drew  up  befinre  the 
edifice,  a  dozen  hands  were  extended  to 
assist  the  ladies  in  their  short  but  difficult 
passage  into  the  heavy  portico.  Agnei 
coldly  bowed  her  acknowledgments,  ob* 
serving,  with  an  extremely  equivocal  smile. 
to  one  of  the  most  assiduous  of  the  young 
men — 

<'  We,  who  are  accustomed  to  the  cli- 
mate, find  no  difficulty  in  walking  on  ice, 
though  to  you  foreigners  it  may  seem  ao 
hazardous." — She  then  bowed,  and  walked 
gravely  into  the  bosom  of  the  chuidi. 
without  deigning  to  bestow  another  glance 
to  her  right  hand  or  her  left. 

The  manner  of  Cecil,  though  more 
chastened  and  feminine,  and  consequently 
more  impressive,  was  equally  reserved. 
Like  her  cousin,  she  proceeded  directly  to 
her  pew,  repulsing  the  attempts  of  those 
who  wished  to  detain  her  a  moment  is 
idle  discourse,  by  a  lady-like  propxic^ 
that  checked  the  advance  of  all  wlio  ap 
pioached    her.    In    consequence    of  the 
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mpid  movement  of  their  companioiis,  lie* 
Del  and  Polwarth  were  left  among,  the 
crowd  of  officers  who  throi^ed  the  entrance 
of  the  church.    The  former  moved   np 
within  the  colonnade^  and  passed  from 
group  to  group,  answering  and  making  the 
customary  inquiries  of  men  engaged  in  the 
business  of  war.     Here,  three  or  four  ve- 
terans were  clustered  about  one  of  thoie 
heavy  columns,  that  were  arranged  in  for^ 
niidable  show  on  three  faces  of  the  building* 
discussing,    with   becoming   gravity,  the 
political  signs  of  the  times,  or  the  military 
condition  of  their  respective^  corps.    There, 
three  or  four  unfledged  boys,  tricked  in  all 
the  vain  emblems  of  their  profession,  im« 
pededthe  entrance  of  the  few  women  who 
appeared,  under  the  pretence  of  admiration 
for  the  sex,  while  they  secretly  dwelt  on 
the  glitter  of  their  own  ornaments.     Scat-* 
ered  along  the  whole  extent  of  the  entrance 
^ere  other  little  knots ;  some  listening  to 
he  idle  tale  of  a  professed  jester,  some 
busing  the  land  in  which  it  was  their  fate 
0  serve,  and  others  recounting  the  mar-o 
els  they  bad  witnessed,  in  distant  dimes. 


Hie  £2t6iri;i.  ti*«6Lii4 

and  in  0<M»es'Olt>^l^fdi«beg^MrM'theit 
likmostpovei^bfdisa^riptionV'    ' 
.'  -Amo^  such  a  ^oHection  it  was  not  dif- 
ficndt/ however/ to  find  a  few  whose  views 
Were  smre  elevated,  and  whose  deport- 
ment    might    be   tertned    less    efl^nsive, 
Cttther  to  breediilg  or  principles.    With  one 
of  the  gentlemen  of  thd  latter  class  liond 
was  held  for  some  tiibein  diseoiit^e;'ina 
distant  part  of  the  portico.    At  lengdi  tiie 
fiMinds  of  the  organ  w^e'  hearxl  ttswng 
from  the  church,  and  th^  gay  par^s  be- 
gan to  separate,  like  men  suddenly  remind- 
ed why  they  were  cdHected'in  thMuhteasl 
place.    The  companion  of  MsijM*'Liilcoh 
had  left  him,  and  he  was  hiniself  !fid(HW#nig 
along  the  colonnade,  which  wafa  ^ow  but 
thinly  peopled,  when  his  ecLr  waij  tehited 
by  a  low  voice,  singing  in  a  son  of^  nasal 
ehant  at  his  very  elbow —  '     ' 

^*  Wo  unto  you,  PhariMe$l  foryefcrre 
the  uppermost  seats  in  'the  Synagbgrues* 
and  greetings  in  the  market!'^ 

Though  Lionel  had  not  heand  Oi^'TeiN 
stnoe  the  eohoing  cry  had  issued  oat  of  4te 
fittal  rcdoitbty  he  kMw  its  firat  Idwia  <ni 


the  imtant.  TuroiDg  at  this  MBgolar  de«- 
nanciation,  he  beheld  Job  Pray,  erect  and 
immoTeable  as  a  statue,  in  one  of  the  niches 
in  front  of  the  building,  whence  he  gave 
forth  his  warning  voice,  like  some  oracle 
speaking  to  its  derotees. 

"  Fellow,  will  no  peril  teach  you  wis- 
dom !*',  demanded  Lionel — ''  how  dare  you 
brave  our  resentment  so  wantonly  V* 

But  his  questions  were  unheeded.  The 
young  man,  whose  features  looked  pale 
and  emaciated,  as  if  he  had  endured  recent 
bodily  disease,  whose  eye  was  glazed  and 
vacant,  and  whose  whole  appearance  was 
more  squalid  and  miserable  than  ususj, 
appeared  perfectly  indifierent  to  all  around 
him.  Without  even  altering  the  riveted 
gaze  of  his  unmeaning  eye,  hb  continued — ' 

'*  Wo  unto  youj  for  ye  neither  go  in 
yourselves ;  neither  suffer  ye  them  that  aire 
Altering  to  go  in  I'' 

'^  Art  deaf,  fool!"  demanded  Lionel. 

In  an  instant  the  eye  of  the  other  was 
imed  on  his  interrogator,  and  Major  Lin- 
lain  felt  a  thrill  pass  through  him,  when 
is  met  the  wild  gleam  of  intelligence  that 

vox-   II.  K 
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lighted  tkeooQiitetkatide  n^diie  6ka^%. 
asi  he>  don^thitted  in  the '^akne'  otdiEl^ 
toaes-^--^''  • 

•  *^  Whosoever  ehall  6ay  t6  his  "broflier, 
Baca,  shell  be  in  danger  of  the  coiHteit; 
but  whosoever  ishall  say.  Thou  ^oliisn 
danger  of  hell-fire." 

.  For  a  moiaieat '  Lionel'  i^toml  ais  if  spell- 
b<mnd,  by  the  maAneiF'  ^  Jot);  'v^fle'he 
uttered  this  dreaditd  ansrtheitia.  B^  the 
isstant  the  secret  /infuence'  eeated,  lie 
tapped  the  lad  lightly  with  ^hik'^^aAe^wi 
bid  him  descend  from  th^  nidher  ^' '  ^^ 

''  Job's  a  pi'ofihefti^'' returned  i^^^tt^. 
dishonouring  hii^  dedla^ai^hw^'fk^tfafe  <A^ 
time,  by  losing  thiimngiilar-air«^  i»W*ft- 
tary  inteUigence,  in  his^iisuaf  Appeiltaiiee 
of  mental  imbecility**^*'  iffa  ^  ^  ^ wicted  to 
strike  a  prophet.  fl^eJei^ttcaiM  di^ 
prophete,  andbeM^mtiMi^i^'l^j*    '^ 

''  Dothsnas  Ibid  you-^^vMiiklyitv^siftyi 
here  *o  hb  beaten-  hy  thd  s^dieM^Go 
now,  B^ay ;  aftet  Mtmexxiflif  to  m&,  asd 
I  wilbfliraish  y6ii  iwitha  tetter  I  cos*  that 
the  garmdixt you. wteari"" ^       ■  '"■  •••  ■■•**' 


^^Qi^^i V  wb«re it telb  howyoU  ton^t^t 
take  li^ed  fc^r^foodinorraiiiieQti:  Nab'BajfB 
when  Job  dies  he'll  go  to  heaven,  for  he 
gQte  aathing  to  wear^.and  but  littLe  tb  eat. 
Kiqg$^  weaK  their  di-moiid  crowns  and 
golden  flaimtinesi^ ;  aqd  kings  always  go  to 
the  dark  place." 

Tbe  ladi  6^4d^nl|y:  .ceased^  and.  cmuching 

i»to thievery  J^ottono^his  niche^ he ^began 

to  pkiy  with:  his  fingers^  like  an  infant 

amu$€d.  n^th.  thf^  {M>wer  of  exerci^ag  its 

^wn  ,4ii§nib0r9. .  At   the  same   moment 

Lionel  turned  fromr  biiQ^  attracted  by  the 

'^WiPft.ipf  si4^  «irmsw  m4  the  tread  of 

'^W^yliSft  jbebmd  him..  .  A  large  party  of 

offia#fi%  belof^ag  to  ithe;  staff  of.  the  anny 

ha4,pc^^  to  li«jteA(ta  jwhat  was  passings 

Aim^Qgl^t/  th«im  Lia^l  rac^ognised^  at  the 

^tj^mWfJ^^oSiUke  ciMftamSy  who,  a 

Httle  in  advaiH^oC  their,  atteodai^,  were 

is'Ctei^y  e]5tMg' the  siia^^  being  that  was 

^usU^   iB  thp  pichft.     .Notwitbstand^ 

lag  )m  avrfMrise,  Majior  lincoln  deteated 

tfc^'  «eowl  tfattk.  impefided /orer  tthe'dark 

brow  of  the  commanderiinwchifAi  wbHe :  he 

hvmaA  Mr^^iniiiefbieiice  tojhis<iwi|u<' 
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^thf^  mighty  pf  tb.«  eaith  tOiMch  ^et^ 
peifdilivQQ^?"  demaoded  JBowe;  ''  hiA'^m 
soTereign  amongst  the  uumberl''. 

.  y  ^HkiVh  unfoi^tunate  bemg^^^iaaitivg  ii^ 
.tfiHept,  ynik  wjbom  apcident  has  siside  m 
aoquainted,"  returned  M^jox  LinoolB; 
''who  hardly  knows  whatlieutteiSf-a^d 
Ift^  of  ;aU»  in.  \«^a&  prQ^en^^cb^  has  .teen 

''  U  ia  to  suoh  idle.ppji^oqft^rfwhicb^ai? 
cooneivedby  the  designings  and  fARnilated 
hy  tha  ignorant^  that .  ^^  m^rWfob^  tk 
waremgallegianc^.  of  4jl»e oplQUit^vli nU 
the  .British  GeneAul.  <f'  L  hppe  >y4it4ss 
wawe^  for  thelo^ty 'pf  3WW**wigate 
aoqnwftance^  Major  laocoliii??'  .   ./^.^  » 

Lion^.was  aboift  to. rejAy . ^poMi  iwoie 
Uttte  spMt,  when/ttlieiccmpMaMii*^^  tk 
frofwning  chief  s«ddeiil]|ie«claitnell-«^  ^ 

'.'  %  t^/bats  d£tli«^i^8tiKirad|iI«^ 
hut.'this.  istdie  idfinlical  Meny  AaidrQV 
vrha  to0k  the  jijidng  leap,. ftbui  iCe^fiMS^  of 
M(hU^^^^eralfoady.^p(d^  to.  y^m-rrAB 
luin  eiJr^r,,Xii)caiii  2  Js  not  thia  the^^lMnt- 
ing  philosopher^  whose  feelinga  were  s^ 
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etefklted  to  the  day  of  Breeds,  that  he 
iJoaMncrt  refrain  from  flying,  but  who, less 
^brtuflaie  than  Icarus,  made  his  descebt  on 
terra  firma?* 

"!  h^'erayour  memory  is  failhftil,  sir,*' 
wid  Lioael,  answering  the  smile  of  the 
otheN-*'  thei  lad  is  ofb^n  brought  to  trouble 
by  his  simplicity?'' 

Burgoyiie  g*ive  a  gentle  impulse  to  the 
ann  he  held,  as  if  he  thought  the  wretched 
Wng:  before  thdtti  nnworthy  of  further 
<!0!isid€>fatioii ;- 'though  secretly  Mrith  a 
Wew  to  pttevent  an  impolitic  exhibition  of 
the  we&  knftWn  ^ro^ensity  of  his  senior  to 
lKBk%is  notibni  of  military  Iis6endai^cy  to 
then^titime.  Percei'riAg,  by  the  still 
iiaiiceiiing  look  of' tUe  other,  that  he  hesi- 
tated, his  teady  lieutenant  observed— 

"  <Poi»'  feU«w  I  hisi  treason  w^  doubly 
punished,*  by  a  ittght  of  some  fifty  feet 
donn  ^e  declivity  of  Copp's,  and  the 
mortMcation  of  witnesMng  the  glorious 
triunipb  ^f  ills  majesty's  troops.  To  such 
a  wretch  we  may  well  aflbrd  forg?veness." 
Howe-  Insehsibly  yielded  <o   the'  cbn- 


'/ 


tShued  {itesiun^offtie^otHir;  bid  *ft»^li«fd 
ftntutes-  fevtto  jffeltfx^'  iritoL^fe  sioWhig 
smile,  as  he  said,  while  turning  away^ 

**^  Look  to  your  atequaintaiice.  Major 
lincdln,  dr  bad  as  his  prei^nt  ccnditkA 
seenis,  hte-  Way  make  it  worse.  Such 
lahgti^'eanlltot  be  toterated  in  a  place  be- 
rfegied.  Thut  is  the  wbrd,  I  fe^ve^-tkc 
rebels  cidi  the  moi>  a  besieging  mhy,  <!o 
they  not  r 

*'  They  do  gath^jf  roifibd  etfr  iAsAei- 
quatters,  a^d  ckUttf  s^di^i-'  sdob  dk- 
tinction"— ^  .  :     /.  .   1/.    ^■.i^ 

*^  It  mnstfoe  ocdsnowMtfeitHja^  did 
well  on  Breed«toisFl  fle^aliatfbyiMibds 
ibught  like  trtie  mim;'^  '  i  *  i     *  ^^        ^  ^  t!  » 

'*  Desperately,  and^Mlth  sOl«ef^fiM^ 
tion,"  answered  Burg^fjtaife ;  •  '^  fcii^  It  ^wtt 
tiieir  fortune  to  mt^t  :^thbde  tHiO'lin^t 
better,  and  with  greater '^kiflf  wJnHw 
^nter?"     ^ 

The  fro^m  was  n^  en&bly  '6base«l 
Adm'^he  brow  of  the  ehief,  whb  said 
ttdiaj*ic«*l*y— '^  ^    • 

^^  *^(P€hiite,^«n«litti68i,*  <«^  ale  titrdjrr^* 


«fflf(»^  W^y  ^T  tl^  king,  much  1^§«  o^rr 

The  wboje  piarty  advanced  a  step,  f^rhen 
a  hmAe  Wf  tiiB  rear  aanouoced  the^  ,^ 
pro9ch  of  another  officer  of  high  jraaji^ 
a^d  ^e  second  iu-  qovugnand.  entei:^  into 
tb^  cp}p9»^ei  foUowedalw  l>j;the  gi^tlcr 
loenoCihis  rfaniUy)  ,.  'Xh»f  k^tant  he  apr 
peared  the  self-contented  look  vaAished 
&om  tJ^e  ieatur^  of  HowBg  who  returned 
i^  salute  with  cold. civility^  and  immedi- 
ately entered  the    church.      The  quick- 
witted )Aui|g!$;^  again/  interposed,  and  as 
bep^^  tnjayiD'his  turn,  he  found  meantf 
to  whisper  into  the  ears  of  Clinton  some 
w^UnlPl^^ned  allusion,  to  the  events  of  that 
very  field  which  ihad  given  birthi  to  the 
be^r^bun^gft. between  hi$  brother  gene- 
ndsp  and  hid  eawod  the  feelings  of  .Howe 
to  be  estranged    from  the  man  to  whose 
aastolanc^*  he  owed  so  much.      Clinton 
yielded,  to  the  subtle  influ^ice  of  the  fiat>- 
tery,  and  followed  his  commander  iAtQ  the 
house/ff  Godf  with  a  bland  contentment 
that  he   probably   mistook  for  a  feeling 


W9  i*a»9kiii3»i€9m* 

mw9\h  p9^^  f«it«i ;  m\  ifeupWp*ifi*<lf 

tors,  consisting  of  aids,  sedttarieo^iM^ 
i4lBii!¥>' with^ty^iounediately  i^^        the 
«ximQ{4«  of,;l;l^gc;n«r^ 
self  alone  witl^  t^M&rohADgeting. 
.  .F/t)i^th^'j)(io90^t^  that  Job  dscovered 
tbaiifi)«iftitj^f9f  4h6  Enfg^  leader,  toilM 
of  bjis  :di«appeaniBce»  ibe  A^A  mt^uMd 
literally  immoveable.    Hia  0y^  imtSftk^ 
hA  <MaT^aoimey>  tfsjait.  bad  fitHetf/ui  a 
liuomer  to*c^  ^  look  b£;(Utter^dta|BMal 
atienaMMHi  iO'  bis  (tornitenante  t^  Wi  ^tt 
«boit>;  he  ^dhibitodciithfr  ^i^gta^dd  Him^ 
BMH^  and  rfigw^  of  a  '0ira^  iB^ut  Jli^ 
•nioMLtion  or  inti^j^noe^.    Stat^ttit  tMllA 
ibotsteps  of  thee  iiiatirin9if>aQ^K:'jbcMni^ 
inaudible,  the  fe^r  which  Mi  )^«^ttafligftt 
th^  *  £^le,  .uitoUeeOs !  «f *  \thie  ^i  -ianfft^^^^ 
akmly  lefti  him» .  and  irawngihii'  ^  toatdv^ 
said,  in  a  low/growIM^  troi^fero,'  m<-  :!* 

•  ..''Xqth|p)p).oat.tp.PiN>speat;^0v^^ 
mU  tei^cbbini  tbe  law  F> 

"  Pem^^e  >and  .obatinate  aimplolOD'i'' 

£ried  LK^Qi^lt  4ntggi|>g  bisi, .  wUh^artr.for* 

tb^r,  wp^vionyr  frrai  thepiohe— »f'  :witt  flf^ 


yoarpainsr?  »  .  ^  - 

•'Ywi  promised  Job  the  grarihicis 
^ottldn^  tfMt  bim  any^  more, '  and  Job 
promised  to  run  youf  ai'A^ds/^ 

**Ay!  but  unless  you  learh'to  keep 
tUmct,  boyv  I  4teil  A)i^t  ^  my  promisef, 
ttd  ^e  ^6ii  np  to  the  anger  of  an  the 
gnitida^m  towni*''  " 

*'  WtXl/^  said  Job,  brightening  in  his 
loofc^likei'fool  in  *  his  exultation,  *'they 
are  btM  of  Itom:  dead,  ^t  any  rate ;  Job 
teattt  lUr  rfaigge^  trnaa  among  *em  roar 
like  liJM^eftoua^Uon^  ^  hurrah  for  the  royal 
Ivitbf  i  Imt)  he  never  s|^ke  a^in  ;  though 
thmc  liirasiint  ^nybetter  rest  for  Job's  gun 
t&suita  dted  to^h'B  shoulder !" 

'^  Wwtch  t^'  cried  liionel,  recoiling  irom 
Mm  imliofrorr^kre^y Mr  hands  then  stained 
with  the  blodd  of  M^fumr 

^  Job  didb't  touch  hiin  witfi  his  hands/' 
returned  the  undisturbed  simpletoh — **^f6r 
be  died  like  a  dog,  ^here  he  fell !"    ^ 

-  Liewsl  stood  a  moment  in  uttei^^nfai^ion 
oTUyMrght ;  bu«  heaHng  the  inftffible^  evi- 
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and  in  a  voice  half  choked  by  .Am»})M>-    . 

''  Go»  fellow,  gb to  Mi^itMdidi^reVtt 
IMd^  3pw^  4gU^-46U  Mbtitottrto  tooklto  my 

firfe/7   1  f  ;i  .  .  :  '.i  Ji.  ^  .n..  '  i '.  •  u 

fanst  cthdckin^  'hh&selfi  >  he^  'Ick>k«d<>^4!Ho 
thle  fiure  ol  tte  ot&fer ^witli '  ^ited«^«M^Ai^ 
fering  look,  and  sald-'^^        '.  ^'  '    ^-^'^  * ' 
<:  ""'See  Job's  mimb^vriJOi^d^'tiVM^tol 
^ob  can't  get  wooti  now;  ^lAli  ifte^MepB 
men  to  fight  Ibr  it ;  lA  Mt  iMtnAiMllA 
a  little ;  his  body  is  cold  asbdflMbiA^^' 
:  Timchedtotheihaart-bytbMf6^4iit^ 
the  helpless  ^aspect  of >tbcnad»  iMiM  imSb 
a^ilent  signal  of  assoit,  aad  tttraed^f^idBiy 
to  meet  his  fti^id.  -  iiti  ^iras*tiot  sMBiilKrj 
for. Polwarth  to  speak;  in- order to«|i|^iKse 
Mi^r  Lincoln tfa^  hehad^vi^hMyfid'ifAtt 
of.thfi.ditfl«9ti«  betvreen  lategnd  SiHff^in^ 
cdottkcuaiMbe  and  atcitiife  sufflcitolly '  be- 
ttoyed: k^knoj^rtedge^aB  weii  astklb^edl^ 
itrhiRiipradacedonkisfeefiAg^.    Ht^^l^ 
jB»Jcifei>ov  tkefonn^  of  ^the-  ftftnpltittbtf,  as* 


WJll)iifm«qprB»liinrth3Efc:c(>Bld  ixOaeii^lf  be 

''  Did  I  hot  hear  the  name  of  poor  i>M^ 
<0S'?riit{le^;thhe'askedv    ^       •  •'* 

,  '''T^M60iaeDf^e9d>eb4>tttuigr<>^<ll^^ 
fool.    But  why  are  you  not  in  the  pewfi'it 

I  • '/Xiba  iti^w  i8i  A |urot4g€t mf^ ^yuMrsj ! Ha- 

jWiX^ificoiA;!  tidt^ijroaiiBay  caarryl  )£aHE)daflri 

*fieete<)/Wt"  rl|e*umedjPtolswttk,-  guavdyi 

''  I  come  for  you,  at  |h€)  request  of  a<  pair 

trf^Mi^l  ^]m  'fywr  that  li%V€i.en(|uired 

<>^««h>»fie$t»t;W.  stewed  the  church, 

tl^itiM-b«WV  Urhfere  fend  why  Major  Lin* 

^MKd  pf^m^A  hisi  thaJlks»  and^  affected  to 
1«^  M  4hi  honaciluf^  of  hw  fneiid,  while 
tbef]Ffpi[$>6ee4ed  togpeitfier-to  the  pew  of  Mrs. 
I'edwmri^  withovA  fnkthet  delay. 

Xheipainfitl  reftectian^excited*  by  tbhs  in^ 
ter¥)€(wrW])tih  Job>  gradually  vanished  fro&i 
the mi^.of  liiQAel,  aabeyieldedlto the^in- 
fluanoeof  the  soleinn  wrviceofthe/cfanrob.. 
Hefjfiewd  4h6  difficult  4nd  :  iupjbitessed 
^^hing  of  the  iair  being  whovkneelfedrby 
^  4^&i«fnfhile<  the  .  mininteKt  re^d  'tibose 
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thviAnfmagpi'l^hiobiiferaQDill^tttibesbkad 

i;jlAnQ&;,^ft't^..sofiT«^&ufhaBi -behiiid  Ac 
fo)43"PiCt(Qef^i8.lvrfl9j^  «is:ilfa«|r  ^m^ .  and  be 
ft(>o)f(i«$/il$ft|;As.j)(Q)p]jr!  As  inn  iundent  jioting 

pure.      .    .-.    .    '■••iji;.c  u(it  ;i(."*  '•»  •'••  • 
^»^  ii9.rec<i!v«re4  histi^Mli^rTl  ffi«i|{9ga«hii^ 

aa  if  he  intended  the  eajt6j|^,t<4&tWB(P<^^ 
should  bear  testimony  in  whose  behalf  tbeir 
.owners  had  uttered  their  extraordinary 
thanksgivings. 

The  officiating  minister  was  hi  too  dis- 
icreet  to  vex  the  attenti(m  of  his  supenois 
vwith  any  prolix  and  unwelcome  exhilHtknis 


deliJMvpof  Iii8i>  teM  f ^uiFMl  ott^  mintitttl 
Fout  were  idoafomed  in  the  ejtbrdiimii  -Tte 
Brgutneilt  w^as  ingjtoi^usly  oomUeiuied '  into 
tea  more;  and  the  peroration  of  his  eeiMiy 
was  happily  c<)ncluded  in  fodc  minirtes  <Lbd 
a  ha)f;  leaving  him  !the  «atiBlfac«ion  df 
kaiyvriBg;ai  he  Was  aemired  by  fifty 'vvMcihe^, 
and' tw^ke^  that  number  of  contented-fhces, 
thit  he  bad^  ^U^contplifihed  his  task  by  half  a 
minute  within  the  orthodox  period. 

For  this' exactitude  he  doubtless  had  his 
reii^diti.'  I  Among  other  testimonials  in  his 
VBLibuht;  ^tien  Polwarth  shook  his  hand  to 
tha^'  Kim  for  his  kind  offices  in  his  own 
beiidH^  &e  found  room  for  a  high  compli- 
melifto  th6  discourse,  concluding  by  assur* 
mg^^  ffdttered  divine,  '^  that  in  addition 
to^%6  bthw  greit  merits,  it  was  done  in 
beafltlfiiVtimer* 


tr 


IT 


*       « 


•  t . 


'^  AwHj*;  let  naught  to  lore  ditptoMiftgy 

,  •      ^  .     7  L^^;l«Ngbi  4fUwU^  ilftraflf ()>y«|«j •  i     .  ^ 
*'  Nor  iqaeamisil  pcide,  nor  flpomj  fennJ 


^    I .       I 


Anouywtoms. 


It  wall  perti'apB  fattanzti:  fbfth^'I  tran- 
quillity of  an  concchiecf,  that  durhSlJ:^  tills 
period  of  their  opening  coiifidence*  tHS^r- 
son  of  Mrs.  Lechmere  came  notTjetWe&^tKe 
bright  image  of  purity  aid  happinesiPii&t 
Cecil  presented  in  each  Knieament  ai^cl'kc- 
tiorl,  and  the  eyes  o^heMoverl  Tlie^'i^iii- 
galar;and  somewhat  contradictory  !ritd«Sts 
that  lady  had  srb  often  "betrayed  in  flie 
movements  of  her  young  kinsman,  -were  no 
longer  Visiible  to  awakeil  his  skimberltig 
suspIcS^iftd.  Even  those  inexplicable  scenes 
irf  \i^hk?h-histtunt  had  so  strangely  beeii'ain 
actor,  "W6re  forgotten  in  the  engrosS^ing 
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feelings  of  the  hour  ;  or,  if  remembered  at 
dll,  w^e  only  suffered  to  dim  the  pleasing 
pictures  of  his  imagination,  as  an  airy  cloud 
tfarows  his  passing  shadows  across  some 
cheerful  and  lovely  landscape.  In  addi- 
tion to  those  ^eryvpi^tpfpi^  HUpliaries,  love 
and  hope,  the  cause  of  Mrs.  Lechmere  had 
found  a  very  powerful  assistant  ifi  the  bo- 
som of  Lionel,. ,tlmOPgh< anaceidttnt  which 
Aad  confi»0d<  h6r  fef  a^long  period;  not  only 
to  her  apsgrtnient,  but  to  her  bed. 

On  that  day,  when  the  critical  operation 
H^as ,  pe/![fbm^d  op  tbe  person  of  Major 
Lin^olix^   Ipis,,  aunV  >yas   known  to  have 
awfftt^^^th^  r€j$ult,in  inteuse  anxiety.    As 
a)^p  jas  ^)^^  ffivoiirjable  ternxination  was  re- 
ported tc^.Jier,!  she  hftstened  towards  his 
roqmj^itj^  au.upgj^ajfdpd  eagerness,  which, 
added  il^  the  ,.genefal  infinniti9s  of  her 
y^ar^^^  nearly  cost  the  price  of  her  life. 
Hei^  foot  bep^jue  ^entangled  in,  Jier  train,;  in 
asceqtdiigtg  the  ^taijrs,  bvit  disregarding  the 
waning  cry.  Agues ,  Danforth,  with  that 
^ort  qf  reckle^.  vehem^iK^ie  th^t  sometimes ^ 
brok^  tliro.ugh  tliie  fomxa)  decotum.-Qf  her 
nanner^^^lje  sustaibed»  m,cqp$equence«.,a 


much  yfetoi^fer  ^6mitt'.  i^lftiei^il^ifr^^^ 
T&i^WeA  ^ai  sevtrt  anfl  liilerBM ;  iaiAHht 

cJetrtly  ^rotntcterf  to'  aroiose  ttief  Appifelirt- 
sions  d^het  ^ttehaintfe.  The  fe^**"* 
t^et^e;  hoWc^t,  hWibatihg,  and  her**- 
cbvery  no  lotiger  a' matter  ^tjneisfidn.  ■   ' 

As 'Lionel  heard  thW  frAm-«fe  fipsof 
Cecil,  the  reader  Svfflnbt'ima^fi*  ** 
effect  produced  by  the  inteM^t'ftfe  #infl 
took  in  his  weMire,  wtt^  at  ^!lea^nirf%y 
the  source  whence  he  derivfed  h&*4hiM^ 
ledge.     Notwitfastandin'g  C^il  d«MiII^'M 
sdch  a  particular  evidence  of  Mtii^^LMlk- 
mere^s  attachment  to  her  nepbe^,   ^tfiA 
much  earnestness,  it  had  not  escaped  Ma^ 
jor  Lincoln  that  her  nam^'was  btfti^eldon 
introduced  in  their  freqvvent  convershtiMis, 
and  never,  on  the  part  of'  Im  cbtttpmaioib^ 
without  a  guarded  delicacy  that  OppiUM^ 
sensitive  Ih  the  extreme.    As*  lh«ltl^lifi* 
d^ce;  however,  increased  with'tlidh'l»*#;f 
communicatioiis^  lie  began  gefitly^  Iky  4ift 
&^^^  w%3c}^  female  leseive  iMd  ^drtf wn 
Before  h^r  lAfhoiY  fgeH&gBi  aiidiil0<«Baid<^^ 


!iS^^S9f¥-  apO 


Iwiupf  Jaonel!  in  poi^sf^ioo  af.it^j^  ^p^ 
«i^aBQpte4  parlour  by.hinispjf ;  ,^,q^yr:^f\^ 
having.  pi!(>cwded  *tq  b^  cwa  qwplers^  .^itli 
tbe^a^isl^^Q^  of  the  thufiterk  Tli9  lYQ^Qg 
man  fussed  a,fi$w(mi]iu(08  ip.  pacing  t^ 
lOMji,  opia9i^g..4^p^]ftoii  )the  scene  he  htd 
^ntHm^  >;b!9^re  1^.  chiireh,;  ik>w  «nd 
thei^Qaat^^  ^^i^canff  look  on  the  fanciiul 
cmsM^te  pl  the  wa)l6>  amoug  which  the 
amkQfial  .lieanng^  of  hia  own  name  was  $0 
(bqnen^^  and  ip  «uch  honourable  situa* 
tklfe^ /,  i^tv length; he; heard  that  light  fooU 
Btepi^ppfpftdi^. whose,  sound  had  now  be* 
ooioe.^ieft  well  k^owu  to  be  mistakep,  and 
ia^ot^MflT  instant  he  wai^  joined  by  J^isa 

^'  Hi^  Xedimere  T'  he  sakl,  leadipg  h?r 
tOta^Atteoi  and  placing  hiof&self  by  her  ,side»; 
"  yoB  iot«ftd  her  betf er»  i  trust  ?" 

'!i$oiveU  that  she.  kxte^pdi  i^xeftturii^, 
IhiftAloniiqgk.  an  intenriew  wi^h  your  own 


3  )Q  iMmmr  XLi^aotarj 

fimdi^ble^AfJ  r  [ilndeM,  ^9(me\^  ^^vch^ 
evfetir  .i«a»n  1*  fae:  gKftWftil  fcffitbedwpiiir* 
tK^stlmj^graodoiOither . lakes  m^ yam^i- 
£ine  I :  m  tsA  $be.haa  been*  Uer  inquiiies  in 
ymir  ibebdlf /iM^re  ceasele^;.  and  I  Iwe 
I^rMKifvrik  Imt  refiise  to  answer  any  questions 
abf^^tiiii^fc  owoj^cnjitical  caBdition, '  until  to 
physician  had  relieved  her  anxiety  cob- 

e^imiitg  yonrs." 

t .  As.  Ceoil  spoke>  the  tears  nislied  into  her 
eyes^  and  her  bloom  disepenediwiih  tfce 
strength  of  her  feelings.  - 

''It  is  to  yott»  then»  that  mucA  «f  m^ 
gratitude  is  due/'  returned  Lionel;  "for 
by  penwtting  me  to  blend  my  lot  witk 
yours»  I  find  new  value  in  her  eyes. :  i  y  £ave 
you  acquainted  Mrs.  Lechmere  with  the 
full ,  extent  of.  my  presumptioo:  ?  She 
knows  of  our  engageoient  ?" 

''  Could  {  do  otheirwise  ?;i¥hi)e  .yovrlife 
wa^  in  peril,  I  ccdnfined  the  knoWleidge  d 
i«y  interest  in  your  situati<Hi  tx>  my  <mt 
breast;  but  when  we  were  flattered  wkb 
th^  ^op^s,  of'  a  recovlBryy  I  placed  your  \tv 
tei*  in;ikhe)hands  of  myjiatoial  advis^rv  mat 
h«¥a!ih«iio<}f»3Qlation'  ot  knowing). Hhat  sW 


Hel^t^buldJnot  fotty  betlife  fcfetter».woRl  ?'' 
"^OiU  it  <wha£ :  ^ou  D^U,  ^sa'you  'dc^  ncW 
disarow  iti  I  have  bUherto  forborne  in*- 
quing  mtx>  the  views  of  Mrs.  Lechmere/ 
HI  (e&dei[ness;  to  ker  sitUatioil  ;>  but  I  muy 
^btter  myself^  Qecil,  thiiit  ske^wii^not^^ 
jectm^BT'/  '  •/  .,.  . 

For  a  single  instant  the  blood  rushed 
turnvkudasty  oven  tile  fine  countenaiice  of 
MisSi  D jnevorv  puaSusing  even  •  heft  templeji 
^d  forehead  with  its  beadthfal  bloom; 
but,  iasisfaei  cast  a  re{^]roachful  glance  at 
^  \Q}teri  i6  desert^'  even  her  ciieeks^ 
^iiiie  tslie  answered  cahnly^  though  with 
3  s%ht  exhibition  of  displeasure  in  her 
air*-.  '    '  .  .  •      * 

''  It'  nay  •  have*  been  the  misfortune  of 
my  grandmother'  to  view  the  bead  of  her 
>wn*  femil^  with  too  paa^tial  e;f es ;  but;  if 
t  be  do^  farer  fewatd  sho<ildn6t  be  distruist 
The  W6akiies»  is/ 1  dare*  say,  very  natur&K 
lioQgb  not  less  a  weakness*"  ...» 

For  the  fiist  thne^  Lionel  fully  com^ve- 
eadfid'  the.caase  .of  thatvofiable^itAaunidi' 
ith  wikichiGecil  had(pet)tiived'^i&iattetty 


4lSobi»;  tjtitil'  intet^  iii  liis;[ieTsl)ii  M  sblted 
b6f  te^lfittMt€f 'fefeHn^s. '  Withbuf,  Wowever, 
tM3Ni3^ftg' the  Teilst  consciousness  of  bis  in- 
*iM%fenee,  hcs  answered—^ 
'  •  **'  Grfttttude  does  not  deserve  so  forbid- 
dteg  ct'tiime  9k  distrust;  nor^yill  vanity 
ptkttiit  iii^tti  call  partiaflity  in  my  fevonr  a 

/  »^*  Thi  w6td  is  a  g6<5d  and  a  safe  term 
as  'ftpplted  to  poor  hum  to  naturt,"  saji 
Cleeil;  smiling  once  more  with  ^1  her  na- 
tive sweetness,  ''andyoti  mity  possibly 
4^drio6k'  it  wheh  .you  recollect  that  our 
foibles  aK  some^^^s'  hereditsai]^:^  - 

>•*  I  pardon  ^our^  utftShd  sffts^iiiidB  fer 
tfaat^geifttki  "^kn^rwl^dghieirt.  Btitl  rsof 
now,  without  hesntation,  ap|fly  tdiyowr 
grandmother  for  heir  consent  €a  otri*  im- 
mediiftte  union  ?"* 

*»  You  wiiuld  not  haw  y^rfr  e^^iftftls- 
mium  mm^,  when,  ^t  Ifie  fi6%V  moment 
you  may  be'  rtf qtiired  to  listen  -to  tke  dir^ 
of  some  friend  r 

**  The  very  <reason  yo«  iirge^  against  oo« 
marriage,  induces  me  to  press  it,  CJedl< 
-As  the  season  advances,  this  ptay^^^a 


fl^pst^epi    .:^e,^i|l,  fith^T.  |>m^l^  qi^i.^fif 

tlie  JhHi^,  or  se^  spme  ojtber  pq^it  £[H?  ,)9M0 
active^arfare.  Ineitl^r  qasj^  yp)i w<MlU 
be  left  in  a  distracted  and  divide  i  youn** 
try,  at  aa  9ge  too  tender,  far.y^iyr  awh 
^ety,  rather  tl^e  g^a^di;^l;  tt^^B^  th^,  jWW4 
of  your  helpless  parent.  Surely^  ^Ql^ff^ 
you  would  not  hesitate  to  accept  qf  *my 
proteeti^  rat,  s^cl^  a  crisis,  I  had  alpios^ 
dared  to  say,  in  tenderness  to  yourself^  an 
well  as,  to  my  feelings !" 

"  S^jr  oi;i,"  sh,e  answered ;  ''  I  admive 
your  ingenuity,  if  not  your  argumeut.  In 
^^  %4tv  place,  how^ver^  I  do  not  believe 
yoQrg^xt^al  oaU:drive  the.AaieriQ9,ns  from 
theij  poptfr  <»p  easily ;  for,  by  a  ypry  simple 
pcoce^  ii^  figures^  tbat  erven  I  uQd6rdtand» 
you  may  find,  if  one  hill  C99|»  so  jaMWj 
buiMli^ .  n^^il,,  that  the  putohtse  of  tiie 
whole  wpuld  be  too  dearr-^iay,  Lionel,  do 
^  look  so^  giave, ,  I  implore  you.!  /Sinrely, 
surely,  you  do  not  think  T  woi^d  ^apficik 
idly  of.  a  h«tttto  thai;  hadnwriy^oosH  tyotir 
ife^ ^j^d-r-aad'r-niy  Iwppineaswji  -  •  -  f  i  c 
Si^ /  d4,"  wiid  Liomlt:  iDstently  •  ^  dis^ 


wwng  1  tbj?  nai^fwntaiy  cloud  >frwp  W^ 

brow,  and  smiling  fondly  in  .her  uinwtt 
b^ ;  f*  I  admire  your  casmstryv  and  Wor- 
ship yourfeding  ;  faut  rwi,  albo,  deny  yoar 

Re-assured  by  his  voice  and  manoer, 
8tfteif.arinomenfr  of  extreme  i^talioA,  she 
cdntmued  in  the  same^  playfiil  tones  at 
before-^  , .      * 

'f  But  life  triU  suppose  «U  tbt  tdlfa'  wen 
and  the  Araeikan  chiefs  Washington,  svfao. 
thou^  notfaaag  but  a  r^bdj  <is  a  Ttgiy  re- 
spectable ote^'dpiTen  intti  the  ^oountry  vntk 
his  army  at  his  heels^  Intrust  aft  is  ^^o  be 
done  without  the  ateidtance  ofHheivbineDf 
Or,  should  Howe  remove  iUi»iDifees;<f07M 
intimate,  will  he  notieave  tfal^  tmrbd>ekiad 
him?    In    eidier    case  |[  'sfatald' '/rtoaic 
q«ietly  where  'I  an ^«safe in* o 'Bitidsh  ^* 
riaon^  or!  safer  omoB^  mf-^WBdkym^ibP 

''.Cefdl^  you  are  afikciiignJiNnmt'^ol  th^ 
dangers  and  ^tfae  rude  ia^ttsnessiof  warj 
Though  He  wet  should  adiandontke  pltfce 
'twould  be  only  for  a  time;  bdiefv  nwv 
mjaistry  will  never  yield  tiie  poasostfon 
a  town  hke  this,  which  faaa  8o4o^|^^d 


their  power,  to 'men  in  afttM  ag^Qdt'fb«# 
fewfiil  prince/'     '  '     •      ^*  ''^ 

''Toa  have  strangely  forgotten -the  t^V 
six  months,  Lionel,  or  you  would  ncft  ?a<i- 
cuse  me  of  ignorance  of  the  misery  thM 
war  can  inflict  I"  »         ..   >.i 

''  A  tiiousand  thanks^  fonthe  kind!  tiA- 
niission,  dearest  Cecil,  as  well  sts  fonr'the 
hint/'  said  the  young  man,  shifting*  tlM 
ground  of  his  argument  with  the  consis- 
tency, as  well  aS'  the  readiness  of  a  lover ; 
'' you  have  owned  your  sentiments  to  me^ 
and  wvnld  not.  refuse  toavbwtbem  again  ?" 
'*  Nrt  to  due  whose>  self-esteem  will  in^ 
dticeokiai.  tO/  forget  the  weakness;  but, 
perluq>^,  I  night  hesitate  ta  do  tuch  a  silly 
tbing  before  &B  world/' <  ^ 

''I  will  tkita  put  it  to  yoiur  heCirt,"  he 
coiitiaiied^  without  regarding  the  smilkig 
coquetry  ydie  bad  affected.  *' Believkig 
the  Vest,  yen  wdll  admit  that  another  battfe 
would  be  my  strange  occurretnce  ?" 

She  nosed  her  anxious  looks  to  his  fece, 
bat  romainedailesit 

'•  W^  hd^  know-«*-at  least  I :  know,'  fiwn 
Md  enievience»  that  I  am  to  from  being 


as  a  female  atruggling  to  siN^flft  tb^  Vim 
pride  Q$liier  lex,  W  as  a  wawinfi^ig^affm^ 
and  f^\  iQf  hmk  like  youm^—w^ve  tiw 
events  c£  the  last  six  months  to  reeart 
whj^ll^  would  you  live  tham  oyer^  affi- 
afifOe^  i«  49perel;»  or  a?  a^  yckaowledged 
wife,  who  might  not  blu«|^  to  shfiw  her 
tondemeas  to , the  world  ?*' 
.It  was  not  untpi  the  large  dippa  t)mt  j 
glistened  at  his  words  upon  the  dark  ^p)ws 
of  Kiss  Dynevor,  wexe  shak^a  £foiA  the  i 
tremulous  fringes  that  Goao&9^%^  hw  eyes,  I 
that  she  looked  op,  bhtfihiQg  ifilQ  jNa.iaoet 
and  said*T* 

''  Do  yiou  iK)t  then  think,  thftt  I  enfhWBd 
enough,  as  one  who  felt  lier^lf  betrott^d, 
but  that  closer  tiqs  w^re  n^oessary  tf>  fill  i 
the  measure  of  my  suffering  ?" 

'*  I  oannot.  even  thank  you  as  I  HKMildi 
for  those  Battering  tears^  until  myipiftkifi 
is  i^ainly  answered." 

'.'  Is.  this  altogether  genesous^  lincKdia  I 

''  Perhaps  not  in  appearance^  bmt  ^^n 
ewelyso  in  truth.  By  heav^^  CkH^  J 
would  shelter  and  protect  j9»  ftumjt^,  p^ 


ectttactwilii  ^  woiM,  «r^fi  a*^  I  ««!*!  mf 
#ir«  llttppitiefs  P 

Miss  I>ynevor  was  not  only  confused; 
b«t  didtresded;  she,  liowevef,  taaid,  in  a 
k>w  vmcc — 

^  YoH  forget,  Major  Lincotn,  that  I  hav€ 
one 'to  consult,  without  wkose  approlMidvi 
I  cad  promise  nothing." 

**  Will  you,  then,  reffer  the  questioa  to 
her  wisdom?  Should  Mrs.  Lechmere  ap- 
pro^ of  our  immediate  union,  may  I  say 
to  her,  that  you  authorize  me  to  ask  it  t" 

Ctdl  saki  nothing ;  but  smiling  throngli 
her  t^sars,  she  permitted  Lionel  to  take  her 
hand  in  a  manner  that  a  much  less  sanguine 
man  would  have  found  no  difficulty  in  con- 
struing into  an  assent. 

**Come,  then,"  he^cried  ;  *'letus  hasten 
to  the  apartment  of  Mrs.  Lechmere ;  did 
you  bot  say  she  expected  me  V*  She  suf- 
fer^ him  to  draw  her  arm  through  his 
o"«rii,  and  lead  her  from  the  room.  Not- 
withstanding the  buoyant  hopes  with  which 
Lifteel  conducted  his  companion  through 
the  pfts^ages  of  the  house,  he  did  not  ap- 
p^^oeuA   the  chamber   of  Mrs.  Lechmere 
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withoubsomeiinwardre^u^iiAtlc^M  Jtwas 
nbti()Oi^bleito  forget  entirely i  all /tbat  Jbad 
so  i  recently,  passed^  or  to  stiU, :  i^flfectuaHy, 
tho^en  dark-^spictons.  Mrhjch  hsA  hem  once 
awaken^  withia  liiB  bosom.  His  ^irpose, 
h^Mever^  faorei  him  onward^  aad  a  gla^e 
atth^ttifemblrngbiing  who  aow  s^fiolutely 
leaned  on  him  for  supports  drove  every 
cgnsideratioit,  ia  whtoh  s^e  did  not:  fi(>^^  a 
mopt  'prominent  paiti  from  hia  mind* 

The  enfeebled  appearance  of  the  imRilid, 
with  a  fiudden  recoUeclaon  that  .she  had 
sustained  so  mm^,  in*  coMoqimiCQ  of  her 
anxiety  in  his  own  behallic^o  :£sur  a^ed^the 
cause  of  his  aunt,  that  the  yqupg  xs^  -  not 
only  met  her  with  cordiality,  but  with  a 
feeling  akin  to  gratitude^ 

The  indisposition  of  Mrs.  Lechmere  had 
now  continued  for  several  weeks,  and  hi&r 
features,  agied  and  sunken  a^  jthey  were  by 
the  general  deoay  of  nature,  .afforded 
Mraitig  additional^  testimony  of  the  ^verity 
ti  her  ; recent  illness.  Her  face,'  beside^ 
being  pater  and  mote  emaciated  than  us^al^ 
had  caught  that  anxious  expression  w^ucti 
greal!  audi  protracted  bodily, ailing, jps  apt 
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to  Mh  on  ttef  ImtMxi  aaauteaaanee.  >  Hei^ 
bfoSv^'w^/htflnrever;  smooth  and  isatis^ecU 
tibless;  at '  moik^aents;  whea  »  slj ght .  laod .  in* 
volmtBiry  ^lay-  of  the  mmeles  betray ^ 
that  fleeting'  pains  continued^  at  .short  inr 
teirals,  to  remind  her  of  her  iikless. .  >&b€l 
i^eived  her  Tteitors  wid^  a  sznilef  that  tra« 
softer  and  more  conciliating  than  usualj 
and  which  •  the  ^lid>:  and  care-worn  ap^ 
pearande  of  hei*  (batures  rendered  deeply 
imprtsaivel  • 

"  It  is 'kind;  cousin  Lionel/'  &he  said, 
extending'  bet  'Withered  hand  to  her  young 
kinsman;  ^^  in  th^  sick  to  come  thus  to 
visit  the  wt?n.  Fdr  after  so  long  appre* 
hendihg^  the  worst  on  your  account,  I  can- 
not consent  that  my  trifting  injury  should 
be  mentioned  bdfbre  yoar  more  serious 
H'ounds." 

''  Would,  hiadam,  that  you  had  as  ha^^ 
pily  rfecovered  from  their  effects  as  my-^ 
^If,"  Tetorned  Lionel,  taking  her  Jhand 
and  pressing  it  with  great  sincerity.  ."I 
shall  n^ver  forget  that  you  owe  yoarj  illaess 
to  anxiety  for  me."  ...... 

''  Letit{>ass,  m;  it  *^w  natUfralit&at  we 
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should  feel  i^trbngljr  lA  beteitf^^thidBe  iw 
love.  I  have  lived  to  see  you*  vM)  agw» 
ami/  God  "wiBiHg/ 1  shidl  live  to  see  this 
Wicked  rebellion  cruslied^''  She  paused; 
and  dtiiiling,  for  a  moment,  on  the  yoaog 
pair  who  had  app^osiehed  her  eonch,  At 
doiitinued,  "Cecil  has  told  me  all.  Major 
L'kicolh."  '  '  '  ■     ' 

''  No,  not  all,  deaf  madami"  wtemipted 
Lionel;  "  I  have  iSdto^tMn^  yet  to  tM; 
and  in  the  commencement,  I  witt  oW  ttat 
I  depend  altogether  on  yotkt  pity  and  judg- 
ment to  support  my  pfetehsftonK:" 

**  Pretensions  is  all  injtidfcibUs '  trori 
cousin  Lionel;  where  there  tt  B.'^p^tkci 
equality  of  birth,  education,  asAtf  ^Virtues, 
and,  I  may  say,  considering  thie  dHR^i^uce 
in  the  sexes,  of  fortune  too,  it  may  amoofit 
to  claims;  but  pretensions  is  an  eipies- 
sion  too  ambiguous.  CeeiU-  my  diild,'  go 
to  niy  library ;  in  the  ismfdll,  sbefrelt  <)rswef 
6f 'my  escritoii*,  you  will  find  a  paper  bear- 
ing your  nanle ;  read  it,  my  love,  and  tften 
bring  it  hither.'* 

She  motioned  to  Lionel  to  be  seated^ 
arid  when  the  door    had  closed  t>y  the 
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netiriog  I  finm  oi  Cecil,  «]>e  resumed  Uk 
CQ«¥er$&tif)iu 

''  Aa  we  are.  about  to  speak  of  buaineif  ^, 
tkexKmiiiGe4  girl  soay  m  well  be  relieved^ 
Major  Lincoln.  WbaA  is  this  particular 
bffont  that  I  shall  be  r^uired  to  yield  r 

"like  any  other  sturdy  mendioaiM:, 
who  may  have  already  partaken  iargdy 
of  yoar  boninty^  I  come  to  beg  the  imme- 
<iiate  gift  a£the  last  and  greateat  boon  you 
caa  bestow."  i    r    . 

''  My  gcaiidchsJ4.  There  is  no  iieceasity 
for  oaeleas.  c^c^es  hi^twwa  us^  cousin 
Lioiwl,  for  yon  wUl  remember  I  too  am  a 
I^imcsifai.  hest  uft  then  speak  freely,  lifae 
two  firieads,  who  have  met  to  determine 
on  a  aatter  eqaally  near  to  the  heart  of 
each/' 

"  Such  is  my  eanauest  wish,  Madam.  I 
have  been  wging  on  Miss  Dynevor  the 
peril  of  the  times^  and  the  critical  situation 
ot  the  country,  an  both  of  which  I  have 
found  the  strongest  reasons  for  our  iI^nle<^ 
diate  union/' 

•' And  Cecil  r— 

''  Has  been  like  herself ;  kind^  but  duti* 


"ei^icjn^^  \v4^h 'a)ofie-she<emiaffiitB'ttobe 

Mrs.  Lechmere'  nMde'  no  ^itnuiadn^ 
*^J)iyrbat^l]l€Tffeatares  powcrrfWly  betrayed 
tW  ilkvf^i^  \^oMtig^  ^f  h^r  mind,  it  cer- 
kkMf '  wa»  hcA '  diBpleafiUre  that  cauleid  her 
't(y  fa^itate; 'b^v  hollow leyk  Ugiitmg mA  a 
gtbfiiin  cf  *  satii^ction  tiMI;  dould .  dot  be 
ihistdk€fa ;  neither  was  if  MKerteat^v  for 
hier 'Whole  countenance  seeweit  to 'Cailrai^ 
rather  the '  uncofiitrDUal>le '  a^[itatioai .  vitich 
mig&t  ai^comtmny  the  sodifeB?  looeii^Iish- 
tnent  of  long^ieaired  emdii,*  tbah  anjCfdwlH 
as  to  their  prudence.  Gmdnottj^  habagitee 
fion  subsided ;  and  ft&*herifi»UniB4)bttaine 
more  nattftal,  *  her  hard;  >«j^eaufiUedi^di 
teard,  and  when  ^He  s^oke^  themr  isiKr  a 
softhesi^' mingled  witb  tUeii6*itfor  of'her 
ydice  that  Lionel  had  - peiyetuhefamim^' 
nessed;   '  -  ♦      .•  <       '•.,•■;  ;<••  • 

''  She  is  a  gtM>d  add^u  dwtifulichild^  :iiiy 
o# A,  my  obedieuik  Ceeii  I  Slio:  wiE  bring 
y6u  tic  "Wealth,  Majw  Lincoln^  ifaatiiwill 
be  esteemed  among  y<mr  hoards,. Qar-<-BiMrr 
proud  title   to  add  to  the  lustre  of  your 
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iM&Qiirable  iiMB« ;  but  ^she?  will  b^fiog  ^qv 
whatis  Qft'goodi  if  not  betta:;  aaQr^fJi^mL 
sure  it  must  be  better ;  a  pure  and  vfir^^^ 
heart,  that  knows  no.  guile !".      c     ^ . ;  / 

''  A  thou&and  and  a  tbouaand  tioif  s  ;^pr^ 
estimable  in  my  eyes,  niy.woftbyv^fVnj^jl" 
cried  Lionel,  melting  be^re  the  tp^ci\i,  of 
nsture,  which  had  .8o<  effectually  90llt€|i\ed 
the  harsh.  feeUaa^s  of  Mra.  Lechmere; 
''  let  her  eoime  M>  my  anoa  {leynnylessj  ^d 
witbaut  8  naobe ;  she  will  he  no  less  ^my 
wife;  noi^essiher  own  invaluable  self.'' . 

''i  spoke  <mly  by  oompaiason, .  Major 
Liacoln:;  ttfte  child  of  Colonel  Dynevor, 
and^  the  i  granddaughter  of , the  Lord  Vis- 
couBt*  J  Cardomielli  *  can  ,  have  ?  no  cause  ,to 
blush jforiiwluieage<]  neither  wiU  the  de- 
sceodani^df  JohnXeohmere  be  a4ower}etf¥s 
biide!  When  Cecil,  shidl  beoonie  Lady 
Lincaln^  she  Aeed  nevetiwish  4;q  cojaf^eal 
the  escutcheon  of  her  own  anceator|&  undi^i* 
the  bloody  hand  of  her  husband's^"  ^ 

"  May  heaven  long  avert  ^the  hour  yfhm 
either  of  us  may  be  refquited  ^to  tusei.tbe 
symbol  n  eacclaimed  Lionel.  :  >.n  .  i   >    v' 

'i.         ■•       •    J"      tr   '(Hit 


yoaip:rkqi9e8fc^4m  EfHtaA^'flMkri^ 
nf^- Never  Idss  m  €k*iHtMr^  oiy  disiur  IfadaHK 
but  you  surdy;4o'iiot  totgtt  that  one  Hfn 
8o*  inutQaUy  dear  to.  m,  w1ii>  Itts  envy 
jobsoili  iothoiie  for  many  years  of  life ;  ftad 
LtrqBti^too^  of  iiiuppiac^  avd  reasoar. 
!•  M11S4  Leehmecci  I^bked  iidldLy  ftt  her 
uepheiir;  and  then  passed/her  iiaiid  sloviy 
before  her  eyes,  from  wliBaiGe  she  did  not 
witbdmw  them  ontil  aa  aailneraal  ahiidder 
had  shaken  the.  vhoie  t£  faari  eofeeUed 

''  Yon  are  rigfat,  my  yoongiooteiay^'  sbe 
«aid,  miiiingfiBtintly--^'  i  beimreoiyihediljr 
weakness  has  impaind  mf-  nesDory* .  i 
was  indeed  dneamiDg  <^dayi  lo/Bg  muce 
past !    You  atix>d  befiureme  in  the  image 
of  your  desolate  fiither,  whilo  Cieetlibaie 
Chat  of  her  mother;   miy  OMm-  Ung-losl, 
hut  willbl  Agnes i    Oh!  she  waa  vy  chM. 
my  child,  and  God  has  forgotten  her  faults 
in  mercy  to  a  mother's  prayeet  T' 

Lionel  recoiled  a  atep  before  the  wild 
enei>gy  of  the.  invaUd's  manner*  in 
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ieK^an^sMtsrat  '  Afloitfarii^piu^^  into 
her  pUhd  dneks,  eod  as  leke^ooocluoled^ 
sbedtbped  her  bsaais  faefbre  lifeir;  and  8unk 
on  ^.pilknrs  whicb  sup^oited  her  hsidt. 
Large  -  insulated  tears: fisU  homiheteyn', 
and  dowdy  raovmg/  owr  her  ^rasted  ofeLeeka, 
dropped  emgly  i^U'  |bhei  cmmtappaiid. 
iboci  laid  ius  hattd  upon  the  iiigfat4Kell, 
but  4ui  exp^enive 'ffeature  from  hiaJofmt. 
preitettted  his  singing.    . 

^Inni»:iineU  agaiiK,"'ehe  said---''. batid one 
theTeetcH-ative  by  your  side." 

Mrs.  Lechmere  drank  freely  from  the 
glass,  and  oin^  another' miiRite  her  agitation 
wbeidedi  >her  •featores/Isettiiag  into  their 
Hgidr  eompOBun,  and  heir'  eye  restiming  its 
haid  eoipi'etmoki/ as  though,  nothing  had 
oooarred'  «o  distuii)  her  usual  told  -atnd 
witfldlykJok.  •  : 

"  Voifi  see'  how  much  better  youth  can 
endure  the  MTages  <^  disease  Ihiui  sge^ ,  by 
my  present'  wpakaete^  Major  Lincotor 
she  continued  ;  ^'  but  tet.ua  r etiA'n  to  tother, 
and  timbre  agreeable  subjects — yoiii  have 
iMilt)iily  ray'censent,  but  my  \vieb  that  you 
should  wed  my  grandchild.     It  is  a.hap- 
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if^^e^4\mthh?mmihaf'  hoitedfiRri  than 
intoe^rito  iifcpett,  j»dl>I^«tilLfteeiy,it*fc  'tis 

>rti  MrTihtojiideitiwstiMaditm,  .whydMKjW  it 
i  )be  ^at^dnt^i^o .  4>ncl  jCMi  ^  say  what.,  a.  4«y 
jmty^iipBg  ftorthtat  siib^fa>  «sH:thiBvand 

itbi^fttondifct  of httatli^anilTactio9(«9i4u»tihe 

After  miiaiiig  aifl^w^nt^tlVfri^t  LocA^ 

''  We  have  a  good  and  holy  custom  in 

ithis  religious ipro^f^M^f  oi  chbemtg^e  day 
;whiob  the  iJordi ba$  itet apMtl ilw<^hb30«n 
exclusive  worship,   as  that  'diMnfakii^  to 
enter  into  the  tonoureble  atata  cd>  matrimo- 
ny^ .  CShi6bse^  tben^  ibetvmto  tbiif/  or  the 
Jiext  Siabhathifor  yoiunnuptilils;^'* 
w  .  WiMilierer .  JoJ^t  ibe  /  IfaBraiddur.df  tk^ 
young  mm,  ha  was  a:littletetpribed(at  Ikt* 
^taoi^ess  of  (tbet|€MPl^^.pel7i^t^:.teul  tbe 
/^iride  y^  his  aejc  vrould  not  admits  of  tfy 
vhesitatioA:^  .    i   . 

''  Let  it  be  this  day«  ifMiMSiOsyas^r 
*  can  be  brong^  freely  to  cooseiit."  / 


at  lAf  Testiest/ iheldbet.  .}Ck(oil>,  ^ih^xiUm 
swett  <:hildi'  I'haT«  (vonikM  M^orXm- 
cobth^tymi  will  bteomehis  wifd  tbisldayi" 
Miss  Dynevor,  who!  advsiticed'  intpiaHe 
centre  t>f  the  room^  b^sfew^ibhe  h^atd  the 
imrpoitof  thk^  speech;  stopped  «|i6rtj  arid 
stood  like  a 'beautilU  stdtm^  j^icpi:e^ing 
atftdiiighflMnt  sod'  i  i  di«imay «  <  H^^  >  looltdbr 
went  and  came  wHh  albrming  quiiknesis, 
and  Che  papei^  fell  from  her  trembUHjgflALnds 
to  her  feet,  which  appeared  riveted  to  jthe 
floor*'     >   /'  .:  ^        •  .  •  :  -' 

'''Voudi^'l^  she  vepeatod,  in  a>  voke 
barelyfatEKiib)e^''did<3^u  w^  tO'^day^  my 
gnbduiother  r 

^^£^dn  to^day^myohild;" 

'^Wltfy  tkis'^teluotauce/  this  alavm, 
Cecil  ?"  sa}d  'JLionelv  apprOKhing, '  -  and 
leading; hbv  gently  to  a  seatL  <^  YiW^now 
Adipenk  <Qf  :tiie  times^-^you  have  u^ond^- 
seeaded  to^own.your  seritiment8-«<!oii.BidM ; 
die  winter'  is  breaking,  and  th^  fmP  ^tbaiw 
can  lead  to  events  which  marf  >  Mtiraly 
alter. 6ur'sitaation."  ,;    i»j 

"  All  thei^e  may  hav^  v^igbt^  in  your 


tfH^^  M^  Ijincdtti'')  iatetniiyted  1  Mrs. 
Lecl^p^Qii  in. a  vokm  ntho^  wtuksi^^ 
Ifxax^y  drew  4be  ^wtii&^  her ItcBibm ; 
''  but  i  have  other  .«ftd  4ee{Hnr  Aiotmi. 
^Y)^  I  PQt  ajmailsr  f^tfomd  tbe  deagers 
^d,jth^«(V}te  Q^ideiay !  Ye  are  jmii^j'Wi 
y/f  i^«  fviiliKmB;  why.  diottid  ye  nit  4x 
ihappy  ?.  Cecil,  tf  you>  love  and.  niieie  me* 
^  I  tliipk  yoM  do, .  yMi ,  i^ill  becolBa  his 

wifeihi^.dlty.'' 

.  ^'  L^  me  bave  ti«M  tO;  thihk,  dearest 
grandmioither.  Tiie  tio  h  sa  utw^  4nd  so 
solemn  !  Major  Lincoln — dear  Limicl, 
you  ai^  uot  W€»t  to  be  ubgentroe^ ;  1 
throw  myself  oui your  kiadoeesii"  >  r. 

Lionel  did  not  speaks  ^md  MiBMlaoh* 
mere  calmly  answered-^ 

'f  'Tis  not  at  his^^  butat  my  requeait  thai 
you  will  comply,"    . 

Miss  Dynevor  rose  from  her  seat  by  the 
side  of  LioneU  with  an  air  of  (tfe&ded  deli- 
cacy^ and  said,  with  a  moiumlbl  smile  to 
her  lover— 

''  llAess  has  rendered  my  good  mother 
timid  and  weak.*will  you  exeuse  my  desin 
to  be  alone  with  her  ?" 


tkan  ^  tmdeii^esi^  io '  y oar  feelings,  ybti  are 
oQJimt  both  |»  youriself  and  me.^'    ' 

She*  expktessed  lier  giratitade  only  lil  iter 
ioffkAi  afid  he  iinmedi^Usely '  withdrew,  1o 
««rait  the  remilt  of  thtir  ccmr^rsfttioti'  in  his 
ownopartaiatit.  The  half-hoffr  that  Libnel 
1)flsa6d'Dihi8*efaa»»b$r  seemed  half  a  year, 
but  at  the  expiration  of  that  short  period 
of  time, .  MeHton  oiiMe  to  announce  that 
MiB.  Leehmeffe  desired  his  presence  again 
iaJierlrocmi;       • 

Tine  fitrt  glance  of  her  eye  assured  Major 
Lincoln  that-hk^eauae  had  triumphed.  His 
aimtliad  l^unkbaok  on  her  pillows,  with 
her  countenance  set  in  a  calculating  and 
ligidi expression,'  which  indicated  a  satis- 
faction so  selfish  that  it  almost  induced  the 
young  mttn  to  regret  she  had  not  fkiled. 
Bob  when  his  eyes  met  the  tearful  and 
timid  glances  of  the  blushing  Cecil,  he 
felt,  that  provided  she  could  not  be  his  with- 
out violence  to  her  feelings,  he  cared  but 
litde  at  whose  instigaticm  sh^  held  eoti- 
sented. 


-  '^^  Ifi  ain>t(>*rbad  my  fi*fe  by  Jwiir  good- 
neiid/ r  know  I  iDfay  iiope/'  he' said^  ad^ 
vanding  to  her  side*^  ''  if  in  my  awn  de 
setts,  I  am  left  to  despair." 
"  '*  Perhaps  'twas  foolish,  Lincoln/'  Ae 
(gaid,  smilinrg  through  her  tears,  and  frankly 
pladingf '  ber  baAid  in  his,  ^'to  hesilfiie 
about  a  few  days,  when  I  feel  ready  to  de- 
Tote  my  life  to  your. happiness j  It  »  die 
wish  of  my  grandmother-  that  I  place  my- 
self under  your  protection." 

"  Then  this  evening  unites  us  for  ever?" 

'*  There  is  no  obligation  on  your  gallan- 
try that  it  should  positively  take  place  this 
very  evening,  if  any,  or  the  least  difficulties 
present" 

"But  none  do  nor  can,"  interupted  Li- 
onel. "  Happily  the  marriage  forms  ol 
the  colony  are  simple,  and  we  enjoy  the 
consent  of  all  who  have  any  right  to 
interfere." 

"  Go,  then,  my  children,  and  complete 
your  brief  arrangements."  said  Mre.  Lech- 
mere ;  "  'tis  a  solemn  knot  that  ye  tie ' 
it  must,  it  will  be  happy !" 

Lionel  pressed  the  hand  of  his  intended 


hadt,\md  witWtewfc.  ftnd' Cecil  thfOwing 
herself  into  the  artts  of  >  h^r  ^  randinoth^ff, 
gtive  rent  to  berfeeliag^  m  a  burst  of  tears. 
Mrs.  Lechmere  (iiid  not  repttlse  feer  cbiid; 
OD  the  cootf ary,  she  pressed  jiier.  cttce  or 
twice  to  her  hearty !  b^t*  still  an  obaeirvant 
speotator  might  have  s^eettthati  hfirlodlfs 
betrayjed  motre .  of  ^wdrldly  prvAen,  •  tliaiv  <  of 
those  natural  emptiobs- which  snob  a  scene 
aogbt  to  have  laxcitod . 
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*•  niarrUiga" 

Major   Lincoln  had  justly' sAid,  due 
laws  regulating  marriages  in  ih^- Mai^^- 
chnsetts,  which  were  adapted  to^lhe  *  in- 
fant state  of  the  countiry,  threw  hM  fiw 
impediments  in    the  way  of   the  ii^dis- 
soluble    connexiom.       Ce(Al    had/  -  hwyw- 
ever,  been  educated  in  tbebasorn'oi'  the 
English  dhurch,  ahd  t^he  ^Ung  t6  lUi  fortm 
and  ceremonies  with  an  afllbclfon  thak'maT 
easily  be  accounted  for  in  theii^  soienHiity 
and  beauty.  Notwithstanding  the  ookMii^ 
often  chose  the  weekly  festival  fot  tbcir 
bridals,  the  rage  of  reform  had  escclttdiid 
th<e  altat'fkim*  most  of  their  temples;  ami 
it  was  not  ustaal  with  thehi  to  ee-lebnte 


LIONEL    LTNCOLN.  233 

* 

their  nuptials  in  the  places  of  public  wor- 
fillip.    But  there  appeared  so  much  of  un* 
reasonable  haste,  and  so  little  of  due  pre- 
paration in  her  own  case,  that  Miss  Dyne- 
vor,  anxious  to  give  all  solemnity  to  an  act 
to  whose  importance  she  was  sensibly  alive, 
ezpressed  her  desire  to  |mMounce  h^  vows 
at  that  altar  where  she  had  so  long  been  used 
to  woiahip,  and  under  tiiat .  roof  where  she 
hsd  alreadyj^.stnca  the  rising  of  the  sun, 
poured  oat  the  thanksgivings  of  her  pure 
spirit  in.  b^balf  of  tihe  man  who  was*  so 
sooi^.4#  boooiqe  her  husband* 

Am,  Mn*  I^eetaierfe  had  dedaced  that 

th^  f^j^tati^Yi  of  Jtb^  day,  and  her  feeble 

comUtion  *  mast .  pnavoidably  prevent  ha 

wit^esaiiig  the  ceremony ,  there  existed  no 

sufficient  reasoiKi .  for  not  indulging  the  re- 

qwA  of  her  grandchild,  notwithstanding 

it  n^^as  Q^t  in  strot  accordance  with  the 

costMw  of  the  place.    But  being  marned 

at  the  altar,  and  being  married  in  public, 

were  not  similar  duties,  and  in  order  to 

effisct  i^  we  and  avoid  the  other^  it  was 

oecessary  to  postpone  the  ceremoay  until 

a  late,  hour,  and  to  clothe  the  whole  in  a 


* 

€^biari:a$^e4(^ta.te  of,  the^pQ^iies  iwpuld  not 

.Jilisf  Dyo^i^or  ma^e  no  athar  ooifiddot 
than  he?  qoudia.  U^r  feeU^gs^  Jbeing  alto- 
g^|tii^;(«leii(ated  abp^ve  the  ordinarily  idle 
Q<m9id«i|sttif)n^  which  are  induced  by  &nie 
and  prepioratioAs  on  .such  anoccasjoi^  ber 
brief  ,9nangeaAente  wece  8oofi  ^nded,  aod 
she  awaited  the  appointed  moment  ;witk- 
out  alarm,  if  not  .without  eqiotion. 

Li<mel  had  much  to  perform*  He  knew 
that  the  lea^t  intimation  of.  suqh  a ,  sceae 
would  collect  a  cyirious  and  a  di^ifgnee^ble 
crowd  around  and  in  the  chur/Qh9.,,i;p^^ 

therefore  determined  that  hi^fpl^iQ^.j'^^^ 
be  arrangj^d  in  ^ilence^  apd  lyan^fgcyl  se- 
<:retly.  In  order ,, to  pr^yent  *a  i^ui:pim 
Meriton  was  sent  fco,  the. .  cl^rginoaaiiu  re- 
questing hi9)  to  appoiiit  an  h^ur  41^.  the 
evening  when  he  could  .give .^i^  ipjbari^'v 
to  Majpr. Lincoln.  He  was-answ^:^  that 
at  any.  moment  after  nine  o'cVxck .  JDx. 
Litpxgy  would  be,  rel^^ed  frosfi  fi^  ^t^ 
o£.  the  4ay»  a^^  in  readipess  to^receiT^J^uia 
Thfa*e  waf^np  aUernOttive ;  andtcm  wz^  ibr 


M&tn^htiiitted'ko  ^O^fcil ^hfeiV she? wa* Re- 
quested ''td  '  itf^t'  'him  befowtbe^ 'alttfr. 
Major  Lincoln  distrusted  a  little  the  disc^i^e^ 
tiou  tf  PolWttrth,  and  life  teohtfeuted  him- 
self with  merely  tellki^  hid  friend  that  he 
was  tb  be  m&Yried  thut  eVetiing;  and  that 
he  mast  be  careful  td  repair  to  'Tremont- 
street  in- 6tder  to  give  away  ttj<;  bride^; 
appotntlttg"  an  hoAr  sufficiently  fearly  for 
all  the  subteequent  movements.  His  groom 
and  his  vafel  Kadf  their  respective  and  se- 
parate oi-der^;  t^d  long  before  the  import- 
ant momeiit  he  had  eteiy'  thing  arranged, 
as  he  ttelitfved.  beyond  the  possibility  of  a 
*sap|f(oiiifancrit: 

P^fha^'  ther^  -Wte  something  a  little 
romaiitib;  iif' nbt  diseased  in  the  mind  of 
Lionel;' that  catifeed*  him  to  derive  a  secret 
plea^tire  frdm  the  '  hidden  movements  he 
conteto^iitedv'  He  was  certainly  not  eni^ 
tirely  Irete  •ffoiii  a  tduch  Of  that  melaneholy 
and  itfoi'bitt  huifmiir  which  has  been  men- 
tioned  !te  tlie  ehataeteristic  of  hi*  race,  nor 
iid  he  'liilways  feel  the  less  happy  because 
te  ^iniift  d  little  ttiserable.  However,  either 
}y  hr^  activity  of  inteltedt,  or  that  exfceU 
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Imt  liteuiding^/int  life  fael  h^j  mndtfi^e,  \sf 
)mug  ^rtaqliired  te  act  earbfi  for  'faimttU^'  he 
kad  -tfK^  t  ftyr  /  fttcceeded  ib  :  queibig^  te  evU 
spirft  vikfam  (hilti»  m  te  render  its  iniseace 
qUifewapenofptible  tc^otben^,  end  neiriy 
so, to  lumsalf.  It  hiKl,  m  fiae^  leftiiiB 
wlwt  ime  hare  eodoavoored^  to  lepmBeBl 
him  in .tiiese  pages^  not  a  nnta.  leitkairt 
fiuiltSi  l>iit  certainly  09e  lof  mtay  Uighand 
geneioas  virtUQB* 

Afi.tbe  dayiktewtb  a  dakcu  the  smiil 
^maily  puty  in  .TTCm<mtrjite^  ^oHiKtodifl 
tbeir  vfiiia]  soaaner  to  pmti^k^  of'  tint  erai- 
ing  repasi;,  whicb  Msaa  cotmwm  4bn^^* 
the  colonies  at  that  periocL  <   Cecal  *  ^nB 
pale,    and  at  timea.  a  ali|^  tsampr!  was 
p^iceptible  in  the  liuh  hatid  ^icb4id  tk 
oflicea  of  the  table ;  but^^ite  waaa  ftmei 
calnuiess  aeated  ia  her  JHiiaid.  eyes  4liat 
betokened  the  Kwlation  she  ba4  s«awM- 
ed  to  her  assistance*  in  onfer  to  comply 
with    the    wishes  of    her   ^raadaiother. 
Agnes  Danforth  was  siient  and  ohsenpat 
thoii^  an  occasional  look,  of  mora  ;tk«& 
usual  m^iiming;  betrayed  what  she  thsagiiiy 
of  the  mystery  and  suddenness  of   the 
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appioaebiiign  ttu^ithi:  <It  would'  e^em, 
hdwenrefii  that .  thfe '  importalite'  of,  the-  step 
she  was  stbodt  t(>'  take,  had  served  to  raise 
^  faride  above  the  bttle  afiectatioiiis  of  hi^r 
^x;  fetsJte  spoke  of  the  preparations  like 
(»Kfwbo  owned  het  intetest  in  their  com 
ptetton^  and  who-  even  dreaded  that  some- 
thingmightyet  ijccurto  fqar  them. 

'^If-i  wefB'  siipevstitions,  suid  had  faith 
m  omens,  Lincoln,"  she  said,  •*  the  hour 
and  the  weather  might  well  intimidate  me 
from  takii)^  this  step.  See,  the  wind  al- 
'^ady  blows  across  the  endless  wastes  of 
the  ^Mfr,  ktid'  tiM  snow  is  driving  through 
the  streets^  in  whirlwinds  r   . 

'*  h'm'  ndt  yet  too  late  to  bountermand 
my  ov46t8^  Oetril/'  he  said,  regarding*  her 
anxiotiialy;  "I  hhvfe'  made  all  my  move- 
^eMs  so^Kke  ^gteat  commander,  that  it  is 
i&  easy- to  Inetrogtude  as  to  advance.*^ 

"  Would  you  then  retreat  before  one  so 
ittie  i^tiridabte  as  I  ?"  she  returned, 
miKng. 

"  You  surely  understand  me  as  wishing 
illy  to  change  the  place  of  our  marriage, 
dread  exposing  you  and  our  kind  cousin 


iK^^t^i  itewpBrt, .  1  whichy  i9fi^ .  y^i»)  i  rfiaj^j ;  after 

riejoitiBd  to  rfitid  land  )0D<  which  Jto  «xp^ 

it^fury;.",   .  ,.. •  . 

.  ,''.  I  .h(^vp  jipjt.s9«9con»tn^  your  mem- 
ingi ,  I/i<welji  j(&w ;  must  you  b^  .mistaken  io 
mine.  I  will  become  your  wife  to-night, 
apd  cheeifujly' too ;  for  wliat  reasoa  ca^  1 
have  to  doubt  you  : now,  i»orieMthan,iittr- 
merly !  But  my  aidws  ^miist  be  offered  at 
the  altar." 

Agnes  perceiving  that  her.'Coii^in  »poke 
with  a  suppressed  emotion  that  miude 
utterance  difficult,  gaily  inter^pteid  her— 

*'  And  as  for  the  snow,  yoi>  kn^iwiittle 
of  Boston  girls, .  if  you  think  aix  iciole  ha^ 
any  terrors  for  them.  I  vow,  C^ptf^  I  da 
think  you  and  I  have  .been  gvUty^  wbea 
children,  of  cqastiag  in  a  handsie4>  dflf^n 
the  side  of  Beacon,  in  a  wor/$Q  flunry 
this." 

''  We  were  guilty  of  ma^ny  mad  and  «j 
things  at  ten,  that  might  not  grace  tw^ni 
Agnes." 

''  Lord,  how  like  a  matron  she  apeajts 
ready !''  interrupted  the  other,  throwing  u{ 


I 
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her  eyes  and  cljaspiog  hfer  hatadam  Affected 
admiration;  ^'  nothing  short  bf  the  churdh 
^'ill  satisfy  so  discreet  a  dttme,  Major 
Lincoln ;  so  dismiss  your  cares  on  her  ac^' 
count,  and  begin  to  eiramerdte  the  cloaks 
and  over-coats  necessary  to  your  own'pi^e- 
sertation."  ■         ^  *       *  ■    •• 

Lionel  made  a  lively  reply,  when  a  dia- 
lo^eof  some  spirit  ensued  between  him  and 
Agnes,  to  which  even  Cecil  listened  with  a 
beguiled  ear.  When  the  evening  had  ad- 
vanced, Polwarth  made  his  appearance, 
suitsihly  attired,  and  with  a  face  that  was 
suflBciently  knowing  and  important  for  the 
occasion.'  The  pi^ence  of  the  captain  re- 
fniflded  Lionel  of  the  lateness  of  the  hour, 
ind  without  delay,  he  hastened  to  commu 
licate  his  plans  to  his  fifieiid. 

-At  a  few^  minutes  before  ten,  Polwarth 
v^as  to  accompany  the  ladies  in  a  covered 
!eigh  to  the  chapel,  which  was  not  a 
fane's  throw  from  their  residence,  where 
le  bridegroom  was  to  be  in  readiness  to 
ceive  them,  with  the  divine.  Referring 
fe  captain  to  Meriton  for  further  instruc- 
ts, and  without  waiting  to  hear  the  other 
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express  his  UotaiMiiifeat  at  'flid  >  i^hgnhMty 
ci  tke  phA,  Misgor  Liocdti  sftid  a  H^  Words 
df  eeiiderencourag^taient  to  Cecil,  lodkedat 
hk  watdb,  and  throwing  his  cloak  around 
him,  took  hid  hat,  and  departed. 

'^e  lihaU  leave  Potwarth  endeavouring  to 
extract  the  meaning  of  all  these  mystericRis 
movements,  frcnn  the  wilfii!  and  diaased 
Agnes,  fCecil  having  retired  also,)  and  ac- 
company the  bridegroom  in  hicf  progress  to- 
wards the  residence  of  the  divine. 

Major  Lincoln  found  the  streets  entirely 
deserted.     The  night  was  not  dark,  for  a 
full  moon  was  wading  among  the  volnmes 
of  clouds,  which  drove  before  the  tempest 
in  dark  ami  threatening  masses  tlttit  con- 
trasted singularly  and  wildly  to  ¥kt  ligfct 
covering  of  the  hills  and  buildings  of  the 
town.     Occasionally  the  gusts  of  the  win<i 
would  lift  eddying  wreaths  of  fine  sno^ 
from  some  roof,   smd  whole  squares  wenj 
wrapped  in  mist  as    the  frozen    rapoui 
whistled  by.     At  times,  the  gale  lifnrH 
among  the  chimneys  and  turrets,  in  a  sten 
dy,  sullen  roaring,  and  there  weite  agai^ 
laaoments    when    the    element    appeart 


teifaid^Mif.  lis  4ury  w^ce  ex{>e&4ed»  md, 
^tojTi  hwipg  woriced  itp  mf  gbt,  was  yidU)^ . 
ing  tp  the  9tea4y»  but  iMeasil^  Mt91M6ii 
oisp^.    There  was  noniethinc  iA  thw 
season  and  the  houf  pecuUafljr  in  coQfO^ 
oauce  with  the  excited  temperament  of^the 
pung  bridegroom.    Even  the  soUtuderpf 
the  streets,  and  the  hollow  rushing  ef  tb^ 
windst  the  fleeting .  and  dim  light  of  the 
nioon^  which  affprded  passing  glimpses  cS 
Aurrounding  objects  and  then  was  hid  be* 
iund  a  dark  veil  of  shifting  vapour^  contri- 
buted  to  his  pleasure.     He  made  his  way 
through  the  snow,  with  that  species  of  stem 
joy,  to  which  all  are  indebted^  at  times^  for 
momente  of  wild  and  pleasing  self-aban* 
donmeftt.  His  thoughts  vacillated  between 
the  purpose  of  the  hour,  and  the  unlocked 
for  coipcidence  of  circumstances'that  had 
clothed  it  iE  a  dress  of  such  romantic  mys- 
tery.    Once  or  twice  a  painful  and  daik 
thought,  connected  with  the  secret  of  Mrs. 
Lechmere's  life,  found  its  way  among  his 
iiore  pleasing  visions,  but  it  was  quickly 
chased  from  his  mind  by  the  image  of  her 
i^ho  awaited  his  movements  in  such  con- 
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fiilk]gii£aeith,.<  atid  with'  suclr  de6ure  ttnd  de* 
p^nd^nk. 'affection . 

I'^ftke  residence  of  Dr.  Liturgy  was  on 
th0  Kortih^eiid,  which  was  then  one  of  the 
feoiiionable  quarters  of  the  town,  the  ^is- 
tttCe  ^required'  that  Lionel  should  be  dili- 
geot,  lin^order  to  be  puaetual  to  hisajv- 
pfflntment.  Youlig>  active,  and  fill  of 
hope,  he  passed  along  the  unequal  paw 
ments  with  grea4{  rapidity^  ^^  l^^d  the 
satisfaction  of  perceiving  ^  by  his  watcfa, 
Trbeii  .admitted  to  the  presenoe  of  tke 
Qkrg3^inan,  that  his  speed  had  even  oat- 
stripped  the .  provetbial  fleetness  of  timt 
itself.-  ••'^' 

The  reverend  geatlemaik  was  ^in'  hii 
stody^  consoling  himself  foi<  the  a^dubos 
duties  of  the  day,  with  the  cMoforts  of  ft 
large/ easy ^  air,  a  warm  fim,  and  4t  pitiAer 
filled  with  a  mixture  of  cider  and  gnMg^, 
together  with  other  articles  thtt  •  wonU 
have' done  credit  to  the  knowledge  of  Pol* 
warth  in  spices.  His  full  and  decorous  wig 
was  replaced  by  avelret  cap,  his  shoes 
were '  mhuokled,.  and  his  heels  relewed 
from  confinement,  bi  shorty  all  lusaiirati^ 
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n^^w^iG  tbjQae  of aniaii  who^haying  eiin 

dured  a  day  of  labour,  was  resolAred  to 

prove  the  enjaymenta  of  an  evening,  of  ^^rast. 

His  pipe,  though,  filled,  and  on  the /little 

table  by  his  side^  was  not  lighted  i  in  com^. 

pliaieat  to  the  gUiest  be  expected  at )  that 

^un   As  he  was  .slightly  acquainted  with 

Major  Lincoln^  no  introduction  was  neces^ 

>ary,.  and  the  two  gentlemen  were  sood 

•eated;  the  one  end^vour ing  to  overcome 

the  embarmssdient  he  felt  on  revealing  hia 

«iugular  errand,  and  the  other  waiting,  in 

lu)  little  cuttiosity,  to  learn  the  reason  why 

a  member -of  .parliament,  and  the  heir,  of 

tea  thousand  a  year,  should  come  abroad 

on  such  an  unpropitious  night.- 

At  >kingth  Lionel  succeeded  in  making 
the  astoni^ed  priest  understand  his 
wishes*  aiMi. paused  ta/hear  the  expected 
apprali^atioii  of  his  proposals. 

J>r.  LitUfgy  had  listened  with  the  most 
l^rofound  attention,  as  if  to  catch  some 
clue  to  explain  the  mystery  of  the .  most 
ejKtraordinary  proceeding,  and  .when  the 
yottfig  man  concluded,  he  uncobseioasly 
tgfatediuspipe,  and  begaa  to.  throw  out 

m2 
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large  clouds  of  smoke,  like  a  man  who  felt 
there  was  a  design  to  abridge  his  pleasures, 
and  who  was  consequently  determined  to 
make  the  most  of  his  time. 

"  Married  ?  To  be  married  in  church ! 
and  after  the  night  lecture !"  he  muttered 
in  a  low  voice  between  his  long-drawB 
puffs — "  'tis  my  duty — certainly— Major 
Lincqin — to  marry  ray  parishioners  " — 

**  In  the  present  instance,  as  I  know  my 
re€|uest  to  be  irregular,  sir/'  interrupted 
the  impatient  Lionel,  7 1  will  m^Jpe  it  your 
interest  also."  Wl^le  spe^ng  fi^took  a 
well-filled  purse  from  his  pocket;  and  with 
an  air  of  much  delicacy  laid  It  sn^ll  piW 
of  gold  by  the  side  of  the  silver  spectack- 
ease  of  the  divine^  as  if  to  show  him  the 
difference  in  the  value  of  the  two  metals. 

Dr.  Liturgy  bowed /his  acknpwledgmeatSr 

and  insensibly  changed  the  stream  of 
smoke  to  the  opposite  corner  of  his  laouUit 
so  as  to  leave  the  view  of  the  {^iaenof 
boon  unobstructed.  At  the  same  time  be 
raised  the  heel  of  one  shoe,  and  threw  bd 
an^iiofis  gla^ice  at  the  curtained  window, 
to  inquire  into  the  state  of  ^he  weatiher^ 
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'*  Could  not  the  ceremony  be  performed 
«t  the  house  of  Mrs.  Lechmere  ?"  he  asked; 
'•  Miss  Dynevor  is  a  tei>der  child,  and  I 
fear  the  cold  air  of  the  chapel  might  do  her 
no  service !" 

'*  It  is  her  wish  to  go  to  the  altar,  and 
you  are  sensible  it  is  not  my  part  to  ques- 
tion her  decision  in  such  a  matter." 

''  Tis  a  pious  inclination  ;  though  I  trust 
«he  knows  the  distinction  between  the 
spiritual  and  the  temporal  church.  The 
laws  of  the  colonies  are  too  loose  on  the 
subject  of  marriages.  Major  Lincoln ;  cul* 
paWy  and  dangerously  loose  I" 

*\Btrt,  as  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  alter, 
my  good  sir,  will  you  permit  me  to  profit 
by  them ;  imperfect  as  they  are  ?" 

"  Undeniably — it  is  part  of  my  office  to 
christen,  to  marry,  and  to  bury ;  a  duty 
which  I  often  say,  covers  the  l^eginning, 
the  middle,  and  the  end  of  existence  —but 
permit  me  to  help  you  to  a  little  of  my 
beverage.  Major  Lincoln — we  call  it 
'  Samson,'  in  Boston ;  you  will  find  the 
'  Datiite  '  a  waiin  companion  for  ft  Febru- 
ary night  in  this  climate^'* 


^^  '-^  I'h^^miiAui*^'  is  hit  itikptif  Vianied, -^r 
said  tibnfeV,' after  S^^^  hife'  }it)s;  -  if 
gtrefagfH  be  the  ^ality  mofet  considered  T 

'*  Ah  !  you  have  hnh*  frbiti  the  lap  of  a 
Delilah ;  but  it  is  unbecoming  in  one  of  my 
cloth  to  meddle  wil3l'  aught  6f  the  hariot.'' 

He  laughed  at  Kis  o^n'wit,  and  made  a 
more  spirituous  than  spiritual  addition  to 
his  own  glass,  while  he^  bontihti^— 

*'  We  divide  it  mto— 'Simeon  with 
his  hair  off,  and  Simpson  i^rith  his  h^t 
on:  and  I  believe  myself  the  ii/<ist  6Hh^^ 
dox  in  preferring  the' mlSh  bf  "fetrfengtb, 
in  his  native  comeliness,  T  plfeil^^yoo. 
Major  Lincoln;  may  tKe'  middle ^*dl*'Vbur 
days  be  as  happy  as  the  charming^^fbtmt 
lady  you  are  about  to  espouse  mky  well 
render  them  ;  and  your  end,  sir,  thSkk  of  a 
good  churchman,  and  aftitlrfuVSTilyefct." 

Lionel^  who  coni^idered  this  cttmpfiment 
ai  an  indication  of  his  success,'  i*W^'ro5e, 
and  said  a  few  words  on  the  stib^dit  c\ 
their  meeting  in  the  chapel.  Thb  dfftnt. 
who,  manifestly,  possessed  no  gfeftf1re1i5:lj 
for  the  duty,  made  sundry  slight  obj^rtidiu 
to  the  whole  proceeding,  ^diiihS^eiffeJ  ho^ 


ever,  8001^  oy^rcpflie .  I?y  the  ^irg^n^^ijts- of 
the  bridegroom.  At  length  every  rtj^cpl^y 
was  happily  adjusted,  save  one,,  and  ^haj 
the  epicurean  doctor  stoutly  declared .  to 
be  a  serious  objection  to  acting  u>:-tl^f 
matter.  The  church  ftres  werej  si^fl[J?|r^  itg 
go  down,  and  bis  sexton  hac^  beep'  tfj^ken 
horn  the  chapel  th£^t.  very  evening,  with 
every  symptpm  oi>  him  of  tjie  terrible  peysr 
tilence  which  then  raged  in  the  .place, 
adding,  by  its, danger^, to  the  horrors  and*;- 
the  priyatipnsi  of.  the  siege. . 

"Aplear  ca§e.  of  the  small  poic,  I  ,^ 
assure  you.  Major  Lincoln,"  he  continued, 
"  andcontracted,  without  doubts  from  some 
eniis5ari}5s  seiit  into  the  town  for  that 
purp<^,  l^y  the  wicked  devices  of  the 
rebeb/'  .  '      , 

'f  I .  hay^  heard  that  each  party  ac- 
cusesi  ,the  other  of  resorting  to  these 
unjuag^able  means  of  annoyance,"  re- 
lumed Xaonel ;  *' but  as  I  know  our  own 
leader  ta  be  above,  such  baseness,  I^wijl 
not  suspect  any  other  ma^  of  it  withp^ijt 

Foof;;.  ...      ,  .  ... 

*' X^p  x^haritable  by  half,  sir;  muc^too 


9^  hWtWL   LmCOUL 

«lM«9te)^eI;  ;B^  Jjrt,  *hei  ^ipe^ift  cow 
iWtt^lK*Jt  wiM^I  fear  «iy  sf^toD  wiU  piwt 

^  .;M  wiU.taJcie  the  c)iai:g6  on  myselfnf 
)|AWg!  the  fire». renewed/'  Mid  Lionel; 
''th^  lemberp  lOMst  yet  be  in  the  stoves, 
9ft^  we  iiave  still  an  houc  of  time  befim 

itj'A^  the  clergyman .  WW  much  too  non- 
l^iefitious  to  retain  possession  of  the  pM 
W4tbput  fully  entitling  luqiselC  tp  ik 
p^pership,  he  had  long  beff»re  di$t«miaed 
t5>j  comply,  notwithstanding  the.  secret 
yj^ctmings  of  his  flesh.  Their .  ^api^^weie 
i|p)¥.  soon  arranged^  «id  iLioafflto  3fter 
r^eiving the  key  of  the  ch^p^  tod^hii 
leave  for  a  time.. 

.  .When  Major  Lincolf^  found  hioamdC  in 
the  street  again,  he  walked  for  some  dis- 
l^ce  in  the  direction  of  the  chapd,  aoi- 
pv^ly  Jiooking  along  the  deserted  way,  is 
order  to  discover  an  unemployed  soJdien 
v(ho  might  serve  to  perform  the  menial 
fiffices  of  the  absent  sexton.  He  proeeoded 
fof  some  distance  without  success*  fot^ 
<Q^^ry  thing  human  seemed  houae^^  ^«a 


♦lie  number  of  lights  in  •  the  ^^inddWR 
leaning  to  decrette  in  a  mttnheir  "^hlch 
tlenoted  that  the  usual  hour  of  fetot  had 
arrived.  He  had  paused  in  the  etitl-sUiee 
of  the  dock  square,  uncertain  where  to 
«pply  for  an  assistant,  when  he  caught  a 
glimpse  of  the  figure  of  a  man,  crouching 
under  the  walls  of  the  old  turretted  ware- 
^H)U8e,  -sb  often  mentioned.  Without 
hesitating  an  instant,  he  approached  the 
•pot,  from  which  the  figure  neither  moved, 
nor  did  it  indeed  betray  any  other  evi- 
dence of  a  consciousness  of  his  proximity. 
Notwitftfsttuldihg  the  dimness  of  the  moon, 
there  Was  light  enfougfe  to  detect  the  ex- 
trenlfe  iniisfery  6f  the  object  before  him. 
His  tattered  and  thin  attire  sufficiently 
hespokie  'the  motive  of  the  stranger  for 
seeking  a  shelter  from  the  cutting  winds 
behind  an  •  angle  of  the  wall,  while  his 
physical  Mrants  were  betrayed  by  tlie 
eager  martneir  in  Which  he  gnawed  at  a 
bone,  that  might  well  have  been  rejected 
from  the  mess  of  the  meanest  private, 
notwithstanding  the  extreme  scarcity  that 
prevaited  in  the  garrison.    Lionel  forgot 
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exhibition  of  human  suffering.  J#4(Wti&.^ 
Mf»d. .  voifi^  he  aiidres^ed.  the  .  >r retched 
being.  ,,  .     -    ,.    ..: 

. .  *'  You  heave  a  cold  %f^tto  .^atjcm^up- 
per  in,  ray  friend,"  he  said  ;  **  and  it  would 
^neen^,.  too»  but  a  scanty  meal/' 

.  WitJhoat  ceasing  to  n^ aaticate  ki^  tojm^- 
ble  nutriment,  or  even  ratsiivg.  l^is*.  •g>'€». 
^(^  other  said  in  a  growling;  vqice-r- .  ; 
'  t  '*  The  king  could  suut  up  fjtv^  Jiarbour. 
^d  keiep  out  theshipei,;  b^t  h^^lman't  the 
might  to  drive  cold  weather  from  B^^tOii. 
in  the  month  of  March !'        ,    ^   ,*  , 

"  As  I  live.  Job  Pr^y I.  Com^iiNrUbme. 
boy,  and  I  will  giv^  you  a  ^be^fo^ ^pfk6/fi\,  and 
a  warmer  place  to  e^si^ofy  it  in :  bjftt  ^t  tall 
rne;  can  you  prpcu^  a  l^A^ra  and  a 
light  from  your  motbf;):'?,/      .      t 

*'  You  can't  go  in  the.  ware'us' jtgrnight, 
returned  tlie  la^,  ppsitively.     .  / .  < ; 

''1$  there  no  place  at  hand,  j(hen»  wi^f^ 
^UQh  .tlpings  might  be  purchased  ?'* 

*'They  keep  tfeem  there,'  said  J^» 
^Jiti]]^  sullenly  to  a  low  building  ^n  tht 
i^pposite  iHde.of  the;  sqinarerthrQugbpAa  vi 


gRriitoi«lg*-^^  '  ''  '^    •  '  ■•■'   •  *  '  '^^  viiil/o 
'•Then  tnke  this  money  and  go^'W^ 
them  for  me  without  delay/'  uu^^^^ 

.  Job  hesitated  ^vrith  iil^c^ncealed^  i^luct* 

*'Go,  fellowi  I  htave  instant  bcfeft'W 
them,  and  you  can  k^ep  the  :^h^^g^  for 
your  reward.''  '  '   '»'^ 

The  yotrng*  man  no  longer  betrayed  any 
indispositian  to  go,  but  answered  '\  with 
great' prdtnptitude  for  one  of  his  iint>^i{ie 
fliind-^"      '  '  • 

"Job  will  go,  if  yon  will  let  him 'boy 
N^b iome  meat  with  the  change  ?r 

"  Getttamly,  buy  :what  you  Mrill  with  it'; 
and  fttrthermore,  I  promise  you  that  nei- 
ther ydtir  mother  nor  yourself  shall  warit 
again  for  food  or  clothing." 

** Job's  a-hungry/'  said  the  simpleton; 
"  but.they  say  hunger  don't  come  as  ci^Vitkg 
iipdft  a  yotuig  stomach  as  upon  anl  old  one. 
Do  you  think  the!  king  knows  wfaa^it  it^to 
be  a-cold  and  hungry  r  '     - 

"  I  know  not,  boy,  but  I  know-ftdl^wcfll 
thftt-if ,  Aiie  suffering  like  you  •vrei^  ^b6l(»se 


fabi.  Ills  beart  wquM  yaaoi  to  reliaveJ^Ain. 
Go,  go,  and  buy  yourself  foofl  Uk>^  tf  they 
taveitr 

.  Ib  a  very  few  minuAes  Lionel  wdm  the 
dmpletoii  issuing  from  the  house  to  which 
he  had  run  at  his  bidding,  with  the  desiied 
lantern. 

%    ''Did  you  get  any  food,"  said  Lbael 
motioning  to  Job  to  precede  hin  with  the 
light — I  trust  you  did  i\Qt  entirely  forget 
yourself  in  your  haste  to  sedcve  me  V^ 
"  Job  hfipea  he  didn't  catob  the  pesti* 

« 

^ence,"  returned  the  lad,  eating  at.  the 
same  time  voraciously  of  a  small  soU  of 
bread. 

''  Catck  what !  what  is  it  yotn  hope  5011 
did  not  catch?" 

''The  pestilem^e ;  they  are  full  of  tbt 
foul  disorder  in  that  house." 

"  Do  you  mean  the  small'^pox,  boy  ?'' 

"Yes;  some  call  it  small-pox,  am) 
fame  (rail  it  the  foul  disorder,  and  odber 
some  the  pestttence.  The  king  ca&  h^^ 
out  the  trade,  but  he  canH  keep  out  the 
cold  and  the  pestilence  from  Bosimi ;  but 
wten  the  people  get  the  towa  back,  a^H 
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kiiw  wkat^  to  da  with  it— they  11  dend  it 
all  to  the  pe4t->hoQdeii/'  ^^ 

**  1  hope  I  have  not  exposed  you  unwit- 
tingly to>dangi^.r.  Job  ;  it  would  hafe  been 
better  tiad  I  gone  mygelf,  for  I  was  ino* 
^Iftted  Ibr  the  terrible  disease  in  my^  kr^ 
fancy." 

iob,  who,  in  expressing  his  sense  of 
^  danget,  had  e!?thaus«ed  the  stdres  of 
idft  fdeble  mind  on  the  subject,  made  no 
'^cply,  but  continued  walking  through  tht 
sqaate,  until  they  reached  its  termination, 
wheri  he  turned,  dhd  inquired  which  way 
he  wtfs  to  go. 

"  To  the  church,"  said  Lionel,  "  and 
«wrfttv,  lad." 

As  they  entered  Corn-hill,  they  encotm- 
lered  tlte  -  fury  of  the  wind,  when  Major 
Lincoln  bowing  hfs  head,  and  gathering  Hift 
cloak  about  him,  followed  the  light  whtch 
flitted  along  the  pavement  in  his  front 
Shut  out  in  a  manner  from  the  world  by 
tbiis  covering,  his  thoughts  returned  to 
their  former  channel,  and  in  a  few  mom^lifii 
be  forgot  where  he  was,  or  v^ho  he  waii 
4bllc^ng.     He  was  soon  awaktoed  frdm 


his  abstraction  by^peroetVing^'Afat  it  VM 
heeesi^ary  for  him  to  ascend  < a' 4bw'^te|)$, 
^Hen  B^pposdvig  he  had  reached  tke  jikci 
^  ^iiestinatioii,  he  raised  his  head/ and 
imthilifkingly  foildw^ed  his  conductor  into 
the  to^er  of  a  largie  edifice.  Immedisiehr 
petoeiving  his  fnistake,  by  the  difTerenec 
of  the  arohitectiire  #oin  that  of  the  King's 
ohapel,  he*  reproved  the  4ad  forohisfoNy, 
and  demanded  why  he  had  ^  bnMi^r  iMi 
thither. 

•  **  This  is  what  you  call  a  chifrchr- -said 
Job,  "  though  I  call  itameetia'u&^t'»w 
wonder  you  don't  know  it***for'whatvtlie 
people  built  for  a  tenip)e,  the  kiii^>'faa& 
turned  into  a  stable !"  '< '  = 

•*  A  stable!"  exclaimed  Lioneli't  Pw- 
<:eiving  a  strong  smell  *  of-  ^ol«esr  •  m*  the 
placcj  he  advanced^  and  thfew  ep^  the 
inner  door,  when,  to  his  amaseinent,'  be 
perceived  that  he  stood  in  an  area  fitted 
ibr 'the  exercises  of  the  eavaky;  Tliew 
was  no  mistaking  the  plate>  nor  its^  iise^. 
Ttie  naked  galleries,  and  many  of  the  oh- 
.gioal  'oniaaients  were  standn^/'  but  the 
(accommodations    below  w^f^  ^destroyed. 


md  m  :tfaeir  places. the  iioor  hadube^il 
covered,  with  iew<ii»  for  horses  and  their 
ridecs  to  practise  iu  th^  cavessoo^    liim 
abommtions  of  the  place  even  now  o0end- 
ed  his  senses  as  he  stood  on  thi^t  nw^ 
^bere  he  temem]>^9e^'jffi  Hpflen  to  liaite 
seen  the  grave  and  pM)Ud.  6c^^ists  asaembktt 
in  €K)wds,  to  vvors&i^^v.^i^ittigthellaii- 
tem  from  Job^he  hnrtied  out  of  the*  huildr 
iBg' with  a  disgust  that  even  the  ungbser- 
vant  simpleton  had  no  difficulty  in  disco- 
vering.    On  reaching  the  street  his  eyes 
(^  upaath^  lights,  and  on  the  silent  dig- 
nity jpj?  Province-house,  and  he  wras  com- 
pelled to  recollect^  that  this  wanton  viol^- 
iation  of  the  feelings  of  the  colonists,  had 
been  practised  directly  under  the -windows 
of  the^  royal  governor. 

"  Eools^  fools!"  he  muttered  bitterly; 
"  when. ye  should  have  struck  like  men,  y« 
have  trifled  as  children ;  and  ye  have  for- 
gotten your  manhood,  and  even  your  Gpd> 
to  indulge  your  beaotten  spleen !'' 

''  And  now  these  very  horses,  are  starf- 
ing  for  want  of  hay,  as  a  judgment  upon 
thejB  V\  aaid  Job,  who  shuffled \his  ws^.in* 
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dustriously  at  the  other's  .side,  ./.*,T'^?y 
had  bettear  Jiave  gone  to  raeetia  themselyet, 
and  heard  the^  e^cpoundiog,  than  to  set 
dumh  beasts  a  rioting  in  a  place  that  tb« 
Lord  used  to  visit  so  often  !'* 

'VTcH  me,  boy,  of  what  other  actof  folW 
and  madness  has.  the  anny  been  guilty  V 

**  What!  haven't  you  heard  of  the  oW 
North  !  They've  made  oven-wood  of  tbt 
grandest  temple  in  the  Bay !  If  they  dared, 
they'd  lay  their  ungodly  hands  on  old  Fun- 
nel itself!*' 

Lionel  made  no  reply.  He  had  heard 
that  the  distresses  of  the  garrison,  height- 
ened as  they  were  by  the  ceaseless  inac- 
tivity of  the  Americans,  had  compelled 
them  to  convert  many  houses,  as  well  as 
the  church  in  question,  into  fuel.  But  be 
«awin  the  act  nothing  more  than  the  usual 
recourse  of  a  common  military  exigency. 
It  was  free  from  that  reckless  contempt  of 
a  people's  feelings,  which  was  exhibited  ia 
the  prostitution  of  the  ancient  walls  of  tba 
sister  edifice,  which  was  known  through- 
out New-England,  with  a  species  of  vene- 
ration, as  the  ''  Old  South/'  He  continued 
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ffii  way  gloomily  along  the  silent  streets, 
uhtfl  lie  reached  the  more  favoured  temple; 
m  which  the  ritual  of  the  Englikh  cHurch 
^as  obsen^ed,  and  tv^hose  roof  was  rendered 
doubly  sacred  in  the  eyes  of  the  garrison, 
5y  the  accidental  circumstance  of  bearing 
the  title  of  their  eattlily  tnOHarch; 
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CHAPTER  XI. 


^*  Tbov  an  too  like  ihe  cpirit  of  Ban^ao :  dew  f 


rM 


Majo&     Lincolk    found    the    K^i^'i 
Chapel  differing  ia  eveiy  particular  fitte 
the  venerable  but  prostituted  bvildiiig^  be 
had  just  quitted.    As  he  Altered,  the  Ugbt 
of  his  lantern  played  over  the  tich  *<i:;irkt 
covering  of  many  a  pew,  and  gUackd'oi^ 
the  glittering  ornaments  of  t lie  polished  or- 
gan, which  now  slumbered  in  as  <dnUed  a 
silence  as  the  dead  which  lay  tii  enich  mul- 
titudes withm  and  without  the  maasivt 
walb.    The  laboured  columns,  with  their 
i^ender  shafts  and  fretted  capitals,  tinew 
i»hapelei^s  shadows  across  the  dim  badh^ 
giTtund;  peopling  the  galleries  and  ceihnf 
with  imaginary  phantoms  of  diin  aim'  JU 
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this  slight  delusion  passed  away,  he  became 
•ensible  of  the  change  of  the  temperature. 
The  warmth  was  not  yet  dissipated  whicli 
had  been  maintained  during  the  different 
services  of  the  day;  for  notwithstanding 
the  wants  of  the  town  and  garrison,  the 
favoured  temple,  where  the  representative 
of  tlie  sovereign  was  wont  to  worship,  knew 
not  the  ordinary  privations  of  the  place. 
Job  was  directed  to  supply  the  dying  em- 
bers of  the  stoves  with  fresh  fuel ;  and  as 
the  simpleton  well  knew  where  to  find  the 
stores  of  the  chureh,  his  office  -was  per- 
formed .with  an  alacrity  that  was  not  a  littU 
increased  by  his  owti  sufferings. 

When  the  bustle  of  preparation  had  sub- 
sided, LMoel  drew  a  chair  from  the  chan- 
cel, while  Job  crouched  by  the  side  of  the 
quivermg  iron  he  bad  heated,  in  that  atti- 
tude he  was  wont  to  assume,  and  which  so 
touchingly  expressed  the  secret  conscious- 
aess  he  felt  of  his  own  inferiority.  As  the 
grateful  warmth  diffused  itself  over  the 
half**Qaked  frame  of  the  simpleton,  his  head 
5unk  upon  bis  bosom,  and  he  was  faat  fall- 
ing into  a  slumber,  like  a  worried  hound 
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tbal  had  M  length  found  eftse  and  shelter: 
A  move  active  mind  would  have  wished  to 
leatn  the  reasons  that  could  induce  hii 
€ompeliuon  to  seek  ^such  an  asylum  at  that 
luiteasonable  hour.  But  Job  was  a  straa- 
gec  to  eurioBtty;  nor  did  the  occasimnl 
giimmerings  of  his  mind  often  extend  be- 
yMul  thdse  holy  precepts  which  had  beei 
taught  him  with  such  care,  before  disease 
had  sapped  its  faculties,  or  those  popidsr 
pviBciple&  of  the  tinie,  that  formed  so  essen- 
tial a  portion  of  the  thoug^htB  of  every  New- 
E^glAndman.  *    r 

Not  so  with  Major  Lineoln.  Hii  waiek 
told  him  that  many  weary  minirtes  iiiufi 
•elapse  before  he  eoold  expect  te^  t^^i^t 
his  bride,  and  he  disposed  hittiself  to  #ait 
with  as  nmch  patience  as  comported  *  with 
five-^uid-twenty,  and  the  circumstanees. 
In  a  short  time  the  stillness  of'  the  ehipei 
was  restored,  iaterrupted  only  by  the 
passing  gusts  of  the  vrind  vrithout,  olid  Ihi 
dkiU  roaring  of  the  fumact  by  whose  ^ide 
Job.  slumbered  in  a  state  of  happy  obfi^im. 

l^ioaeL  ■  •endeavoured  to  still  has  tMaat 
iJionghts^  and  bring  them  in  training  fiiHh« 
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Memn  ceremony  in  which  he  was  soon  to 
he  an  actor.   Finding  the  task  too  diflScalt, 
he  arose,  and  approaching  a  wiodowv  looked 
out  upon  the  solitude,  and  the  whirlwindd 
of  saow  that  drifted  through  the  streets, 
eagerly  listening  for  those  sounds  of  ap- 
proach which  his  reason  told  him  he  ought 
not  yet  to  expect.    Again  he  seated  him- 
self, and  turned  his  eyes  inquiringly  abont 
him,  with  a  sort  of  inward  apprehension 
that  some   one  lay  concealed  in  the  sur* 
n)unding  gloom,  with  a  secret  design  to 
war  his  approaching  happiness.      There 
was  so  msich  of  wild  wid  feverish  romance 
in  the  ioiQidents  of  the  day,  that  he  found 
it  difficult  ajt  0K>ments  to  credit  their  re- 
ality, ^d  bad  recourse  to  hasty  glances  at 
tbe  altar>  h^s  attire,  and  even  his  insen- 
«ible  copipanion,  to  remove  the  delusion 
from  his  xi^nd.    Again  he  looked^  upward 
at  the  unsteady  and  huge  shadows  which 
watered  along  the  ceiling '^and  the  wcdls, 
and  hia  fi^rmer  apprehensions  of  some  hid- 
iea  eril  were  revived  with  a  vividness^  tJlat 
imoimted  nearly  to  a  presentiment.  •  So 
ineaay  ^^^  ^^  become  Ht  length,  under  this 
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Mpi!6BAbn\  tliat  life  tralkeil  kXong  the' mote 
distant  aisles,  scrupuldiisiy  looking  into 
ihe  dkrk'  pews,  and  throA^ng  a  scrutinizing 
glance  behind  each  column,  and  was  re- 
>vkrded  for  his  trouble,  by  hearing  the 
hblfow  echoes  of  his  own  footsteps. 

"Iri'^r^tumitig  from  this  round  he  ap- 
proached the  fetove,  and  yielded  to  a  strong 
desire  of  listening  to  the  voice  of  even  Job, 
m '  a  inoment  of  such  morbid  excttement. 
Touching  the  simpleton  lightly  vrith  ha 
foot,  the  other  awoke  with  that  readiness 
which  denoted  the  sudden  and  disturbed 
nature  of  his  ordinary  rest. 

'*  You  are  unusually  duH  to-night,  Jobr 
said  Lionel,  endeavouring  to  hush  his  un- 
easiness in  affected  pleasantry,  '*  or  you 
would  inquire  the  reason  why  I  pay  my 
visit  to  the  church  at  this  extraordinanr 
hour?" 

"  Boston  folks  love  their  meetinWs^" 
returned  the  obtuse  simpleton. 
'  **  Ay !  but  they  love  their  beds,  too,  fel- 
low ;  and  one-half  of  them  are  now  enjoy- 
ing What  yoli  seem  to  covet  so  much.'' 

''Job  loves  to  eat,  and  to  be  wwto!" 


"  And  to  sleep  too^  if  one  may  judg* 
by  your  drowsiness."  .     . 

*' Yes,,  sleep  is.  sweet;  Job  .dop*t  feel 
a-bungered  when  he's  sleeping," 

Lionel  remained  silent,  for  several .  mo- 
ments,  under  a  keen  perception  of  the  suf- 
fering exhibited  ia  the  touching  help|ef;s* 
oess  which,  marked  the  manner  pf  the. 
other,  before  he  continued — 

''  3ut  I  expect  to  be  joined,  soon,  by 
the  clergyms^),  and  some  ladies,  and  Capr 
tain  Polwaith." 

'*  Job  lifce»  Captain  Polwarth — he  keept 
a  grand  sight  of  p):ovii^ion3 !" 

''  ^npugl^  pi  this!  can  you  tlxink  of  no* 
thingjbqt.your  stomach,,  boy  ?" 

*'  God  made  hunger,",  said  Job,  gloomily, 
"and.  he;  made  food  too;  but  the  king 
keeps  it  all  &r  his  rake-hellies !" 

**  Well,  listen,  and  be  attentive  to  what 
J  teU,  you. — One  of  the  ladies  who  will 
come  here,  is  Miss  Dynevor;  you  know 
Miss  Dynevor,  Job  ?  the  beautiful  Miss 
Dynevor !" 

The  pharms  of  Cecil  had  not,  Jiowever, 
made*  t)i^. wanted  impression  ofi-  the^  dull 
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eye  of  the  idiot,  who  still  regarded  the 
•peaker  with  his. customary  air  of  apathy. 
**  Surely y  Job,  you  kaow  Miss  Dyne- 
yoT  r'  repeated  Lionel,  with  an  irritahility 
th»tt  at  any  oihar  time,  he  would  have 
been  the  first  to  smile  at—''  she  has  oftn 
given  you  money  and  clothes." 

'*  Yes ;  Ma'am  Lechmere  is  her  graa* 
damr 

This  was  certainly  one  of  the  least  re- 
<NHnmendations  his  mistress  possessed,  is 
the  eyes  of  Lionel,  who  paused  a  motteiit 
with  inward  vexation^  before  he  added — 

'*  Let  who  will  be  her  relattves,  she  k 
this  night  to  become  my  wife.  You  wiO 
remain  and  witness  the  ceremony^  aad 
then  you  will  extinguish  the  lights,  and 
return  the  key  of  the  church  to  Dr 
Liturgy.  In  the  morning  come  to  me  ibr 
your  reward." 

The  changeling  arose,  with  an  air  of  sinj 
gular  importance,  and  answered — 

''  To  be  sure.  Major  Lincoln  is  to  b^ 
married,  and  he  asks  Job  to  the  wedding 
Now,  Nab  may  preach  her  sarmons  aboa 
pride  and  flaunty  Cselinga  as  muck  as  sM 
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^ill;  but  blood  is  Hood,  and  flesh  is  flesh,* 

for  allier  Mayings  r 
Struck  by  the  expression  of  wild  mean- 

^g  ^^  gleamed  in  the  eyes  of  the  simple- 

ton,  Major  Lincoln  demanded  an  eis^plana- 

tion  of  his  ambiguous  language.  But  era^ 
Job  had  leisure  to  reply,  though  his  Vacant 
look  again  denoted  that  his  thoughts  werfe 
^eady  contracting  themselves  within  their 
usually  narrow  limits,  a  sudden  noise  drew 
the  attention  of  both  to  the  entrance  of  the 
chapel.  The  door  opened  in  the  next  in- 
stant, and  the  figure  of  the  divini,  pow- 
iered  with  drifted  snow,  and  encased  in 
^rious  defences  against  the  cold;  was  se6n 
Qoving  with  a  becoming  gravity  through 
&e  principal  aisle.  Lionel  hastened  to 
eceive  him,  and  to  conduct  him  to  the  seat 
e  had  just  occupied  himself. 

When  Dr.  Liturgy  had  uncloaked,  and 
ppeared  in  his  robes  of  office,  the  benevo* 
nee  of  his  smile,  and  the  whole  expres- 
[>n  of  his  countenance^  denoted  that  he 
la  satisfied  with  the  condition  in  which 

found  the  preparations.  ^  ' 

"  There   is  no   reason  why  a  church 

VOL»   II.  N 
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shoukl  not  be  as  eomfertable  as  a  man's 
library.  Major  Lincoln/'  he  said,  bitchia? 
his  seat  a  little  nearer  to  the  stove.  **  It  w 
a  puritanical  and  a  dissenting  idea,  ti^^ 
religion  has  any  thing  forbidding  or  gloomy 
ip  its  nature;  and  wherefore  should  we 
assemble  amid  pains  and  inconvenience  U> 
discharge  its  sacred  offices/' 

"  Quite  true,  sir,"  returned  Lionel,  look- 
ing anxiously  through  one  of  the  windom^ 
-T-*'  1  have  not  yet  heard  the  hour  of  ten 
strike,  though  my  watch  tells  me  it  i» 
time  r 

"  The  weather  renders  the  public  clock* 
very  irregular.  There  are  so  many  una- 
voidable evils  to  which  flesh  is  heir,  that 
we  should  endeavour  to  be  happy  on  ali 
occasions — indeed  it  is  a  duty—  " 

*'  It*s  not  in  the  nature  of  sin  to  mal^e 
fallen  man  happy,''  said  a  low,  gprowlin^ 
voice  from  behind  the  stove. 
.  ''  Ha!   what!    did   you  speak,    Ma)ur 
Lincoln — a  very  singular  sentiment  for 
bridegroom !"  muttered  the  divine^ 

*^  'Tis  that  weak  young  man,  vi'bom 
h^ye  brought  hither  to  assist  with  the  fii^^ 
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repetting  some  of  the  lore  of  his  mother ; 
nothing  else,  sir." 

By  this  time  Dr.  Liturgy  had  caught  a 
glimpse  of  the  crouching  Job,  and  compre- 
bendiBg  the  interruption,  he  fell  back  in 
his  chair,  smiling  superciliously,  as  he 
continued — 

"  I  know  the  lad,  sir ;  I  should  know 
him.  He  is  learned  in  the  texts,  and 
somewhat  given  to  disputation  in  matters 
of  religion,  'Tis  a  pity  the  little  intellect 
he  has,  had  not  been  better  managed  in 
fa  is  infency  ;  but  they  have  helped  to  crush 
his  feeble  mind  with  their  subtilties.  We — 
I  mean  we  of  the  established  church — often 
^tyle  him  the  Boston  Calvin — ha,  ha,  ha ! 
-Old  Cotton  was  not  his  equal  in  subtilty ! 
3ut  speaking  of  the  establishment,  do  you 
^ot  fsncy  that  one  of  the  consequences  of 
his  rebellion  will  be  to  extend  its  benefits 
>  the  colonies,  and  that  we  may  look  for- 
^anl  to  the  period  when  the  true  church 
lall  possess  its  inheritance  in- these  reh- 
ous  provinces  ?'* 

''  Ob^  most  certainly/'  said  Xionel,  again 

V  2 
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walking  aimoiislj  to  the  window ;  *'  wodd 
to  Ood  they  had  come." 
. '  The  divine^  with  whom  weddings  we 
matters  of  too  frequent  occurrence  to 
awaken  his  sympathies,  understood  the 
impatient  .bridegroom,  literally,  and  replied 
abcordingly. 

^'lam'glad  to  hear  you  say  it.  Major 
Lincdn,  and  I  hope  when  *  the  act  of  vs- 
nesty  fihall'be  passed,  to  find  your  vote  o& 
the  side  of  such  a  condition;" 

At  this  instant  Lionel  caught  t  a'  iglimpse 
of  the  weli-knowB  sleigh  }tnonog'  slowit 
akmg  the  deserted  street^  ^hi?  ^ntl^fing  ^ 
cry  of  pleaBufe^ihe'rnsli^  tottlia  jdbor  to 
recdve  his  bride.  Dr^  Litui^£niql«iiB^ 
sentemie  to  himself^  and  rising  i.froto  In^ 
tbmfbrtabie  position,  he  took'  tite' light  id 
elitbredfehe  chancel.  The  dis^^fiMitiotioi 
'ite 'dandles  having  b^n  pk'evibusly  made 
wheti  they  were  lighted,  his  book  openeJ 
liii^  robes  adjusted,  and  hi^  features  'setti 
into  a  'Suitable  degree  of  solemnity, 
4tO^'Wsddi)g  with  becoming  dignity 
i^ib^ett^^of  ihose  over  witefm  he'was  t 
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{»ronounce  the  nuptial  benediction.  Job 
placed  himself  within  the  shadows  of  the 
building,  and  stood  regarding  the  attitude 
and  imposing  aspect  of  the  priest,  with  a 
species  of  childish  awe. 

Then  came  a  group,  emerging  from  the 
obscurity  of  the  distant  part  of  the  church, 
and   moving    slowly  towards    the    altar. 
Cecil  was  in  front,  leaning  on  that  arm 
which  Lionel  had  given  her,  as  much  for 
support,    as  through  courtesy.     She  had 
removed  her  outer  and  warmer  garments 
in  the  vestibule  of  the  sacred  edifice,  and 
now  appeared,  attired  in  a  manner  as  well 
suited  to  the  suddenness  and  privacy,  as  to 
the  importance  of  the  ceremony.     A  man- 
tle of  satin,  trimmed  with  delicate  furs, 
fell  carelessly  from  her  shoulders,  partly 
concealing  by  its  folds  the  exquisite  pro* 
portions  of  her  slender  form.     Beneath 
vas  a  vestment  of  the  same  rich  material, 
^ut^  after  the  fashions  of  that  period,  in  a 
nanner  to  give  the  exact  outlines  of  the 
ust.       Across  the  stomacher  were  deep 
0W8  o£  fine  lace,  and  wide  borders  of  the 
une  valuable  texture  followed  the  retiring 
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edges  of  her  robe,  leaving  the  costly  dre>^ 
witliin  partly  exposed  to  the  eye.  But  the 
beauty  and  simplicity  of  her  attire  (it  wa- 
simple  for  that  day)  was  lost,  or,  rather,  iv 
served  to  adorn^  unnoticed^  the  meIaDchol> 
beauty  of  her  countenance. 

As  they  approached  the  e)cpecting  prie^u 
Cecil  threw,  by  a  gentle  movement,  her 
mantle  on  the  rails  of  the  chancel,  and  at  • 
couipanied  Lionel,  with  a  firmer  tread  thau 
bf^fore,   to   the  foot,  of  the  altar.     Her 

:  ch^pkfi  were  pale ;  but  it  was  rather  with  a 
compelled  resolution  than  dread,  while  kr 
-eyes  were  full  of  tenderness  and  thought. 

,  Of  the  two  devotees  of  Hynien^  she  e^th*:^ 
bited,  if  not  the  most  composui^»  certaiuh' 
the  most  singleness  of  purpose  and  inten^ 
ness  on  the  duty  before  them ;  for  wh*»lj 
the  looks  of  Lionel  were  stealing  uneastl^ 
about  the  building,  as  if  he  etpested  som 
hidden  object  to  start  Up  out  of  the  dai) 
ness,  her*s  were  tivetted  on  the  priest  I 
sweet  and  earnest  attention.  , 

They  paused  in  their  allotted  placed 
and  afler  a  niortient  was  allowed  for  Agi^ 
and  Polwartli,  who  alone  followed^  to  eol 
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the  chancel,  the  low  but  deep  tones  of  the 
minister  were  heard  in  the  solemn  stillness 
of  tl)€  place. 

Dr.  Liturgy  had  borrowed  a  suitable  de- 
gree of  inspiration  from  the  dreariness  of 
the  hour,  and  the  solitude  of  the  building 
where  he  was  required  to  discharge   his 
sacred  functions.      As   he   delivered   tlie 
opening  exhortation  of  the  service,  he  made 
Jong  and   frequent    pauses    between   the 
members  of  the  sentences,  giving  to  each 
injunction  a  distinct  and  impressive  em- 
phasis.   But  when  he  same  to  those  closing 
words — 

''  If  any  man  can  skew  just  cause  w^ 
they  may  not  be  lawfiUly  joined  together  Id 
him  now  speaks  or  else^  hereafter* ^  for  ever 
hold  his  peace.  ^'^ 

He  lifted  his  voice,  and  raised  his  eyes 
to  the  more  diistant  parts  of  the  chapel,  as 
though  he  addressed  a  multitude  in  the 
floom.  The  faces  of  all  present  involun* 
tarily  followed  the  direction  of  his  gaze, 
md  a  moment  of  deep  expectation,  which 
vii)  only  be  explained  by  the  singularly 
vild  character  of  the  scene,  succeeded  the 
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revprber^tio?!  pf  his  tone*,,  ^j^.^ti^t  ii»- 
ment,  wlien  each  h^d  t;^ken  bre^^  fOfd  aH 
werp  9gain  turning  to  the  altar,  a.  bug? 
shadow  ^o$e  yfppn  the  gallery,  and  exteod- 
ing  itself  along  the  ceiling,  until  its^gantic 
proportions  were  seen  hovering  like  an  evil 
spectre^  nedsly  above  them* 

1^  clergyman  suspend^(^  tifcie  ba)f-ut- 
tered  sentence.  Cecil  grasped  th^,  aCTaof 
LioneVx^onyulsively^  while  a  ^hyd^^f  pa3sei 
through » her  frame,  l^t  $eep^^d{  about  to 
shake  it  to  dissolution*  .^, 

The  shadowy  image  th^n  .slpwl^^^jnith- 
drew,  not  without,  however,  throwing  out 
a  fantastic  gesture,  with  ap  ^^  r,^^^ 
stretched  itself  ^  acrqss  the  yi^iji^t^.jfjpat 
and  down  the  walls,  as  if  ab^ut  ^t^,  i^V^tch 
its  victims  beneath. 

'*Jjf  any,  mgi^  can  show.  Just.  CfOfx.if^ 
they  may  not,  b^  lawfully  joined  ta^efh^^  kt 
liifn  now  speak^ .  or  else,  hareafter^  far  ever 
hold  hif  peace,'*  repeated  the  prie^^ali^udt 
as  if  he  would  summon  the  univQCse  at  the 
challenge.  . 

Afirain.tne  shadow  rose,  pre 
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human  face,  which  it  was  not  difficult,  at 
such  a  moment,  to  fancy  possessed  even  ex- 
pression and  life.     Its  strongly  marked  fea- 
tures seemed  to  work  with  powerful  emotion, 
and  the  lips  moved  as  if  the  airy  being  was 
speaking   to  unearthly  ears.     Next  canle 
two  arms,  raised  above  the  gazing  group, 
with  clasped  hands,  as  in  the  act  of  bene- 
diction, after  which  the  whole  vanished, 
leaving  the  ceiling  in  its  own  dull  white, 
and  the  building  still  as  the  graves  which 
surrounded  it. 

Once  more  the  excited  minister  uttered 
the  'Summons  j   and  again  every  eye  was 
drawn,  by  a  secret  impulse,  to  a  spot  which 
seemed  to  possess  the  form  without  the 
substance  of  a  human   being.     But  the 
shadow  was  seen  no  more.     After  waiting 
several  moments  in  vain.  Dr.  Liturgy  pro- 
ceeded,  with  a  voice  in  which  a  growing 
tremor  was  very  perceptible,  but  no  fur- 
ther interrupition  was  experienced  to  the 
end  of  the  service. 

Cecil  pronounced  her  vows,  ana  plighted 
her  iroth  in  tones  of  holy  emotion/  while 
Li  oner  who  was  prepared  for  some  strange 

X  3 
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cal^mitys  went  through  the  service  to  the 
end  with  a  forced  calmness.     They  were 
married ;  and  when  the  blessing  was  uw 
tered,  not  a  sound  nor  a  whisper  was  heard 
in  the  party*    Silently  they  all  turned  away 
from  the  spot,  and  prepared  to  leave  the 
place.      Cecil    stood    passively,  and  per- 
mitted Lionel  to  wrap  her  form  in  the  folds 
of  her  mantle  with  tender  care,  and  when 
she  would  have  smiled  her  thanks  for  the 
attention,  she  merely  raised    her  anxious 
eyes  to  the  ceiling,  with  an  expression  that 
could  not    be  mistaken.     Even    Polwariii 
was  mute  ;  and  Agnes  &rgot  to  offer  thosf 
congratulations  and  good- wishes  with  which 
her  heart  had  so  recently  been  swelling. 

The  elergyman  muttered  a  few  words  of 
caution  to  Job  concerning  the  candles  and 
.the  fire>  and  hurried  after  the  retiring  party 
with  a  quickness  of  step  that  he  was  wil- 
ling to  ascribe  to  the  lat;eness  of  the  hour* 
and  with  a  total  disregard  to  the  safety  of 
the  edifice ;  leaving  the  chapel  to  the  posses- 
sion of  the  ilUgifted^  but  undisturbed  son 
of  Abigail  Fray. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

•'  Forbear  to  judge,  for  we  are  sibQers  all ; 

"  Close  up  his  eyes,  uid  draw  tbe  curtain  close  ( 

"And  lei  us  all  to  meditation." 

A'l'nJ  Henry  f\ 

The  bridal  party  entered  their  little  ve- 
Mcle,  silent  and  thoughtful :  the  voice  of 
Pohvarth  being  alone  audible  as  he  gave  a 
few  low  and  hurried  orders  to  the  groom 
who   was    in    waiting.     Dr.    Liturgy  ap- 
proached  for  a   moment,  and    made   his 
compliments,  when  the  sleigh  darted  aw^ay 
from  before  the  building,  as  swiftly  as  if 
tho  horse  that  drew  it  partook  of  the  secret 
uneasiness  of  those  it  held.     The  move- 
ments of  the  divine,  though  less  rapid,  were 
equally  diligent,  and  in  less  than  a  minute 
the  winds  whistled,  and  clouds  of  snow 
Nvere  driven  through  a  street,  whitrh  evory 
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to  have  abandoned. 

..  The  instant  Polwartii  bad  discharged  his 

}oad,.;at  the  door  of  Mr&  Lechmere,  he 
muttered  wmetbing  of  *' happiness]  and 
to^momrow/'  which  .bis  fiiend  did  not  un* 
derstaod^Manddaahed  through  the  gate  of 
the  court-yard,  at  the  same  mad  rate  th&t 
ke  hs^  tdriven  from  tbe-jchiuieh-.  On  center- 
in  th^  hAiiae^  Agnes  tqAirtd  to  the  room 
of  her  aunty  to  report '  that  the  marrii^ 
knot  was  tied,  while  Lionel  I^.  his  sBeot 
bride  into  the  empty  pa^louf  • 

Cecil  stood'  fixed  and  m^tionlesa  as  a 
statue,  while  her  husband  removed'  her 
cloak  and  mantle;  hbr  ieheeks  pal^'ber 
eyes  rivetted  cm  the  :flooi^  aMi  her  whde 
attitude  and  .maaner  exhabiting  the  mten- 
sity  of  thought  which  had^been  cueatod  by 
th^. serene  in- which  ^bp  bad  juat  been  as 
actoi;. ,  When  ^et  had  rieUeved  her  light 
forxp^frpm  .the  load  o^  garments  in  which 
it  had  been  envelpppd.  by  his  care,  he  mi* 
pe|led;  k9^  gfin^j  to  a. seat;  by  his  aide,  on 
tbejseU^,apd,fpr  the  first  time  since  sfae 


iiadr  Uttered  the  final  vow  dt  thig  %Itar, 
she  spoke  — 

"  Was  it  a  fearfiil  omen  1"  she  vAiis- 
pered,  as  be  folded  her  to  his  heart,  ^  or 
^as  it  no  more  than  a  horrid  fancy  !*' 

''  'Twas  nothings  love — ^'•twas  a  s^aklo^^^ 
that  of  Job  Pray,  wha  -wto  wi tht  me  to  Kgttt 

"  l!fQ--tno-H-noi?''8aid  Cecily  speakii^g  with 
the  rapidity  x)f  hdjgh  excitement,  and  in 
tones  that  gathered  strength  as  she  pix>- 
ceeded-^**  Those  were  ^never  the  unmean^ 
ing  features  of  the  nris^able  simpleton  ! 
Kaow^  jroui  Ltnaoln,  that  in  the  haughty, 
the  tf^/^^cQutUnesof  lliose dreadful  linea- 
ments! ^  the  wall, .  I  fancied  a  reseinblance 
to  tbcr^dfile  of  our  gireat  uncle,  your 
/ather'9 :  predecesaar-  in  the  title^Dark  Sir 
licbely  as>  he  wia^  cilled  T' 

**  It  ^a^i^aiy  to  fency  any  thing,  at  sufch 
a  time,  atod  under  such  circumstatiee^. 
Do  not  cloud  the  happiness  df  ttur  Bfidd 
hy  tbese  gloomy 'fancies'?^'        * ' '     •"  ' 

''  Am  I  gloomy  or  supe:rstitiods  6y  hli)i>!t, 
JLioJKik?'"    sh^  asked,  with'  A-  de^f^fihg 
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tendemess  in  her  voice,  that  touched  bis 
inmost  heart—"  but  it  came  at  such  a  mo* 
ment,  and  in  such  a  shape,  that  I  should 
be  more  than  woman  not  to  tremble  at  ite 
terrible  unport  !*' 

"  What  is  it  you  dread,  Cecil  ?  Are  we 
not  married  ;  lawfully,  solemnly  united  f 
the  bride  shuddered ;  but  perceiving  her 
unwilling,  or  unable  to  answer,  he  contina* 
ed — "  beyond  the  power  of  man  to  sever ; 
and  with  the  consent,  nay,  by  the  earnest 
wish,  the  command  of  the  only  being  who 
can  have  a  right  to  express  a  wish,  or  have 
an  opinion  on  the  subject  ?" 

"  I  believe  — that  is,  I  think,  it  is  all  as 
you  say,  Lionel,"  returned  Cecil,  still  look- 
ing about  her  with  a  vacant  and  distressed 
air  that  curdled  his  blood  ;  "  yes— yes,  we 
are  certainly  married  ;  and  oh !  how  ar- 
dently do  I  implore  Him  who  sees  and 
governs  all  things,  that  our  union  may  be 
blessed!  but"— 

*'  But  what,  Cecil  ?  will  you  let  a  thing 
of  naught — a  shadow  affect  you  in  tliu 
manner  ?" 
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'' '  TwaA  a  shadow^  as  you  say,  Lincoln  ^ 
but  where  was  the  substance  1" 

"  Cecil,  my  sensible,  niy  good,  my  piouai 
Cedl,  why  do  your  faculties  slumber  in 
this  unaccountable  apathy  I  Ask  your 
own  excellent  reason  :  can  there  be  a  shade 
where  nothing  obstructs  the  light  ?'* 

"  I  know  not.  I  cannot  reason — I  have 
not  reason.  All  things  are  possible  to 
Him  whose  will  is  law,  and  whose  slightest 
wish  shakes  the  universe.  There  was  a 
shadow,  a  dark,  a  speaking,  and  a  terrible 
shadow ;  but  who  can  say  where  was  the 
reality  ?" 

"  I  had  almost  answered,  with  the  phan* 
torn,  only  in  your  own  sensitive  imagina- 
tion, love.  But  arouse  your  slumbering 
powers,  Cecil,  and  reflect  how  possible  it 
was  for  some  curious  idler  of  the  garrison 
to  have  watched  my  movements,  and  to 
have  secreted  himself  in  the  chapel ;  per- 
haps from  wanton  mischief — perhaps  with-* 
out  motive  of  any  kind." 

"  He  then  chose  an  awful  moment  in 
which  to  act  his  gambots  I" 
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^'  It  may  have  been  one  Whose  knowledge 
was  just  equal  to  giving  a  theatrical  effect 
to^  his  silly  deception.  But  are  we  to  be 
cheated  of  our  happiness  by  such  weak 
devices ;  or  to  be  miserable  because  Boston 
contains  a  fool  !** 

^'  I  riiay  be  weak,  and  silly,  and  cwu 
intpidus  in  this  terror,  Lincoln,''  die  said, 
turning  her  softened  looks  upon  his  aok- 
ious  face,  and  attempting  to  smile ;  '*  but  it 
is  assailing  a  woman  in  a  point  where  she  is 
most  sensitive.-**- You  know  thittT  have  m> 
reserve  with  you,  nowv  Marriage  Tj#irii  ns 
is  the  tie  that  '  binds  all  dtiarities  ibiMe,' 
and  at  the  moment  when  the  heait  ^  U  fntt 
of  its  own  security,  is  it  not  dr^afriERA  to 
have  such  myBteribiis  presages,  fee^  tl^l 
true,  or  be  they  fklse, '  and WetiA^  *to  the' 
awful  appeal  of  the  ichureh  I"^ '  -  '  •      r       | 

<'  Nor  is  the  tie  less  bibdSi^,  %ei!ts  {ikpttl- 
ant,  or  le»s  dear,  my  own  Oedl,  tb '  ^xs. 
Bdi<e ve  the,  whatevei'  the  pride  of  manliooJ 
miy  say,  of  high  destinies,  and  glUficm'^ 
d^eds,  ihe  sanie  afibctions  are  Ae^N^ 
seated  in"  out  nature,  and  must  be'tsMMted 

m  I 

^         '•  >    '    •  •■-     "       ■      •   ;    t    1.,     I       .      ,.,•    wrii      •..     /lit    ,1 


^Wtpljutejt^.ipi^rvwily.,,  Why,. then, pcgp- 
ttit  th|$.  cfaiM  tq.  blight  your  .best  affectigns 
ii^tbeur,  budding^'' 

There  was  ,90.  much  l;ba^tw98r90ot;I)iog  to 
the  anxiety  of  a  bride,  in  bMt  sentiimnto, 
and  ap,«iuch:  of  tendqr^inter^t  m  rhiq  man* 
n^  tbiat  hj^f  at  Jengtli(  wcce^ded^  in. a^l^t 
di^ee^  i9finxit^  iCecil  from  ben  fevorith 
appibhemiofis.    A^ih^'spcd:^  a  m^tUng 
bloom  I  diffused  it«e2£  rovec  her  cold  land 
]paUid(Chedkt)  and  :when  he  had  done,  her 
ejesilfgbtod^  widi  the  glow  of  a*  woaaa»'a 
cQufideopoj  9ad  were' turned  on  his  own 
in  bi%^  but  Uusiking  1  pleasure.  .  She  re- 
P€»tf|^: Wl»  wQjrd  'chilV  with,  w  emphasis 
ai;i4  %9n^e;rtjbat'qould(iiptbejpi»cpU9tr9^^ 
and  ki  %^^  miQUtefi^  he  e^tife\ys^we^^e^ 
in  quelling  the  .  uqe^sy  pre^ei^jtimefits  tliat 
bji4{ff>'*»%P  ^  mpa^egtary.  ascetndapcy  over 
i^er  rfiles^r  %qd  ej^qe^ea  t  facultieiu 
.   ^u^^y^QtvWfiti^a^iding  ,Majpr  Lincoln  l^ad 
f^i^pnedr^  weU|<f(iui  V^th  so  ipjiucl^^^jicQess, 
4^W^t  1^  ijxGxmitff  of  his  brid|^  1^^  wfis 
bjiBB^™!?*"**  e(iuia  to.  «[uintaia,a»  jfu^t  :»! 
argument  with  himself.     The  morbid  sen- 
sibility of  his  mind  had  been  awakened  in 
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a  most  alarming  manner  by  the  occurrences 
of  the  evening,  though  his  warm  interest 
in  the  happiness  of  Cecil  had  enabled  him 
to  smother  them,  so  long  as  he  witnessed 
the  extent  and  nature  of  her  apprehensions. 
But,  exactly  in  the  proportion  as  he  per- 
suaded her  into  forgetfulness  of  the  past, 
his  recollections  became  more  vivid  and 
keen ;    ai>d,   notwithstanding  his  art,  be 
might  not  have  been  able  to  conceal  the 
workings  of  bis  troubled  thoughts  from  his 
companion^  had  not  Agnes  speared,  and 
announced  the' desire  of  Mrs.  Lechmere  to 
receive  the  bride  and  bridegroom  in  ber 
sick  chamber. 

''  Gome,  Lincoln/^  said  his  lovely  com- 
panion, rising  at  the  sumnsons,  ''  we  have 
been  selUsh  in  forgetting  hottr  strongly  my 
grandmother  sympathizes  in  our  good  or 
evil  fortunes.  We  should  have  discharged 
this  duty  without  waiting  to  be  remindeil 
of  it." 

Without  making  any  other  reply  than  ;i 
'  fond  pressure  of  the  hand  he  held,  Lionel 
drew  her  arm  through  his  own,  and  fol- 
lowed Agnes  into  the  little  hall  which  con- 
ducted to  the  upper  part  of  the  dwellinjr. 


LIONEL    UKtOtS,  283 

^*  You  know  the  way.  Major  Lincoln," 
said  Miss  Danforth  ;  "  and  should  you  not, 
tny  lady  bride  can  shew  you.  I  must  go 
and  cast  a  worldly  eye  on  the  little  banquet 
I  have  ordered,  but  which  I  fear  will  be 
labour  thrown  away,  since  captain  Polwarth 
has  disdained  to  exhibit  his  prowess  at  the 
board.  Truly,  M^or  Lincoln,  1  marvel 
that  a  man  of  so  much  substance  as  your 
friend,  should  be  frightened  from  his  sto- 
mach by  a  shadow  !*' 

Cecil  even  laughed,  and  in  those  sweet 
feminine  tones  that  are  infectious,  at  the 
humour  of  her  cousin;  but  the  dark  and 
anxious  expression  that  gathered  round  the 
brow  ot*  her  husband  as  suddenly  checked 
her  mirth. 

*'Let  us  ascend,  Lincoln,"  she  said, 
instantly,  '^  and  leave  mad  Agnes  to  her 
household  cares^  and  her  folly." 

"  Ay,  go,"  cried  the  other,  turning  away 
towards  the  supper-room — **  eating  and 
drinking  is  not  ethereal  enough  for  your 
elevated  happiness  ;  would  I  had  a  repast 
worthy  of  such  sentimental  enjoyment ! 
I-et  me  see — dew  drops  and  lovers  tears,  in 
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equal  quantities,  sweetened  by  Cupid^s 
stnileSy  with  a  dish  of  sighs,  drawn  by 
moonlight,  for  piquancy,  as  Polwarth  would 
say,  would  flavour  a  bowl  to  their  tastes. 
The  dew-drops  might  be  difficult  to  pro- 
cure, at  this  inclement  season,  and  in  such 
a  night ;  but  if  sighs  and  tears  would  serve 
alone,  poor  Boston  is  just  now  rich  enough 
in  materials  V^ 

Lionel,  and  his  half-blushing,  half-smil- 
ing companion,  heard  the  dying  sounds  of 
her  voice,  as  she  entered  the  distant  apart- 
ment, expressing,  by  its  tones,  the  mingled 
pleasantry  and  spleen  of  its  mistress,  and 
in  the  next  instant  they  forgot  both  Agnes 
and  her  humour,  as  they  found  themselves 
in  the  presence  of  Mrs.  Lechmere. 

The  first  glance  of  his  eye  at  their  ex- 
pecting relative,  brought  a  painful  throb  to 
the  heart  of  Major  Lincoln.  Mrs.  Lech- 
mere  had  caused  herself  to  be  raised  in  her 
bed,  in  which  she  was  seated  nearly  up- 
right, supported  by  pillows.  Her  wrinkled 
and  emaciated  cheeks  were  flushed  with 
an  unnatural  colour,  that  contrasted  too 
violently  with  the  marks  which  age  and 
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Strong  passions  had  impressed  with  their 
indelible  fingers,  on  the  surrounding  wreck 
of  those  haughty  features,  which  had  once 
been  distinguished  for  great,  if  not  attrac- 
tive beauty.     Her  hard  eyes  had  lost  thdr 
ordinary  expression  of  worldly  care,  in. a 
bnghtness  which   caused  them  rather  to 
glare  than  beam>  with  flashes  .^f  unbtidied 
satisfaction   that  could  no  loiter  be  re- 
pressed.   In  shorty  her  whole  appearance 
brought  a  startUng  conviction  to  the  mind 
of  the  <  young  ipftn^  that  A^hatevear  might 
have.bepn.the.  ^dour  joS  his  owa  feelings 
in  esppij|si^g  her  grapdrchild^  he  had  at 
length  ^paliised  the   fondest  deMres  of  a 
being,  ^p  yfrpxldly,  so  de^gnii^  and,  as  be 
was  now  j;pade  keenly  to-remember,  pf  bne, 
aIso,^^{^p  he  had, much  reason  tot  appre- 
hend, w^«9:guHty,.    The  invalid  did  *no4 
seem  to  t|;tf|ik  a.  cQPcealnaent  ^f  the? -exulta- 
tion zny  iongi^r  nece^saiy^  lor  stretehing 
out  her  arms^  she  called  to  her  child^  it)  a« 
voicf  raised  above  i;ts.  natural  •  tones^  atid' 
which} was, dissonant  and  harsh  ^rooirra'  sbrt 
of  unhflly  irittropb rr   ,  •;  r   t,  .-i    .  i 
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•*  Come  to  my  arms,  my  pride^  ray  hope, 
my  dutiful,  my  deserving  daughter !  Come 
and  receive  a  parent's  blessing ;  that  bless- 
ing which  you  so  much  deserve  !'* 

Even  Cecil,  warm  and  consoling  as  was 
the   language  of   her  grandmother,  hesi- 
tated an  instant  at  the  unnatural  voice  in 
which  the  summons  was  uttered^   and  ad« 
vanced  to  meet  her  embrace  with  a  manner 
less  warm  than  was  usual  to  her  own  ardent 
and  unsuspecting  nature.    This  secret  re* 
straint  existed,  however^but  for  a  moment; 
for  when  she  felt  the  encircling  arms  of 
Mrs,  Lechmere  pressing  her  warmly  to  her 
aged  bosom,  she  looked  up  into  the  face  of 
her  grandmother,  as  if  to  thank  ker  for  so 
much  affection,  by  her  own  guileless  smiles 
and  tears. 

^*  Here,  then,  Major  Lincoln,  you  possess 
my  greatest,  I  had  almost  said  my  odIt 
treasure!"  added  Mrs.  Lechmere — *•  she 
is  a  good,  a  gentle,  and  a  dutiful  child  ;  and 
heaven  will  bless  her  for  it,  as  I  do/* 
Leaning  forward,  she  continued,  in  a  lets 
excited  voice — "  Kiss  me,  my  Cecil,  mv 
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bride,  my  Lady  Lincoln !  for  by  that  loved 
title  I  may  now  call  you,  as  yours,  in  the 
course  of  nature,  it  soon  will  be/' 

Cecil,  greatly  shocked  at  the  unguarded 
exultation  of  her  grandmother,  gently 
withdrew  herself  from  her  arms,  and  with 
eyes  bent  to  the  floor  in  shame,  and  burning 
cheeks,  she  willingly  moved  aside  to  allow 
Lionel  to  approach,  iind  receive  his  share 
of  the  congratulations.  He  stooped  to 
bestow  the  cold  and  reluctant  kiss,  which 
the  offered  cheek  of  Mrs.  Lechmere  in- 
vited, and  muttered  a  few  incoherent  words 
concerning  his  present  happiness,  and  the 
obligation  she  had  conferred.  Nptwith- 
"Standing  the  high  and  disgusting  triumph 
which  had  broken  through  the  usually  cold 
ind  cautious  manner  of  the  invahd,  a 
:>owerful  and  unbidden  touch  of  nature 
ningled  in  her  address  to  the  bridegroom. 
rhe  fiery  and  unnatural  glow  of  her  eyes, 
nren  softened  with  a  tear  as  she  spoke — 

"  Lionel,  my  nephew,  my  son,'*  she  said 
p"  I  have  endeavoured  to  receive  you  in 
I  manner  worthy  of  the  head  of  an  ancient 
pd  honourable  name)    but  were  you  a 


sovereign  priooe,  I  h«ve  ilow4oii6ta^'lasf 
and  best  in  your  -favoor ! — Cherish  her— 
love  her — ^be  more  than  husband — benll  of 
kinr  to  the  precious  child^  fcx'she  mmtsall! 
Now  is  my  latest  wish  fiilfilled !  Now  may 
I.prepa]?e  mj^elf  for  the  last  great  change, 
in  the  quiet  of  a  long*  and  tmnquil  evming 
te  the  weary  and  trouUesome  day  of  iife !" 

<<r Woman!"  said  a  trenesdons  voice  in 
the  back  ground-^^^thou  doe^^est  dir- 
self!"  

^^Who/^  exclaimed  Mrsi  li^dimere, 
raiding  her  body  with  a  convulsive  tttart;  as 
if  about  to  leap' from  the  bed^^'who  is  it 
speaks!'^ 

«'Tis  I"*-^turtfed  the  wfell-rfemem- 
beced  tones  <d  Balpb^  as  fa^  advanced  from 
the  door  to  the-  foot  of  her  couch— *^  Tis 
I/Priscilla  Leohmere  v  one  who  knows  thv 
merits  and  thy  docMn  !^ 

The  appalled  -  woman  fell  back  ot>  iker 
pillows,  gasping  for  breath,  the  flush  oCher 
cheeks  giving  place  to  their  former  signs  of 
age  and  disease,  and  her  eye  losings  its  high 
exultation  in  the  glazed  look  of  atfdden 
terror*     It  would  seem,  ho^ieveri  .tfim  a 


^ngle  moment  of  reflection  was  sufficient 
to  restore  her  spirit,  and  with  it,  all  her 
deep  resentments.  She  motioned  the  in- 
truder away,  by  a  violent  gesture  of  the 
^nd,  and  after  an  effort  to  command 
her  utterance,  she  said,  in  a  voice  rendered 
doubly  strong  by  overwhelming  passion — 

'*  Why  am  I  braved,  at  such  a  moment, 
in  the  privacy  of  mysick  chamber  !  Have 
ih'dt  madman  or  impostor,  which  ever  he 
may  be,  removed  from  my  presence !" 

She  uttered  her  request  to  deadened  ears. 

Lionel  neither  moved  nor  answered.     His 

* 

whole  attention  was  given  to  Ralph,  across 
whose  hollow  features  a  smile  of  calm  in« 
difference  passed,  which  denoted  how  little 
he  regarded  the  threatened  violence.  Even 
C'ecil,  whd  clung  to  the  arm  of  Lionel, 
with  ail  a  woman's  dependance  on  him  she 
loved,  was  unnoticed  by  the  latter,  in  the 
9tbsorbing  interest  he  took  in  the  sudden 
'e-appearance  of  one* whose  singular  and 
mysterious  character  had,  long  since,  raised 
Mch  hopes  and  fears  in  his  own  bosom. 

•«  Your  doors  will  shortly  be  open  to  all 
vho  may  choose  to  visit  here/'  the  old  man 

vox«*  ii«  o 


coldiyfimsw^eced;.'^  why  shoidd  (b^d^twi 
from  a  dwelling  where  heartless  ciawih 
sjbd^  Sfl  Hopn  QQter  and  depart  at  will !  Am 
I  not.old.  woiigh }  or  do  I  not  bear  enough 
of  tb€i  aspect  of  the  gr^ve  to  become  your 
companion  ?  Prii)cilla  Lechmere,  yon  have 
liyed  till  the  bloom  of  your  choelcB  haa 
given  place  to  the  colour  of  the  dead; 
your  dimples  have  become  furrowed  ami 
wrinkled  lines ;  and  the  beams  of  ycm 
once  bright  eye,  have  altered,  to  the  diiU 
look  of  care— but.  you  haire  tK>t  yet  lived 
for  repentance ! " 

^  What  manner  of  language  x4  ttti !  ** 
ciied    his    wondering    listener^   inwfli 
ahrinldng  befcM'e  his  steady  but  glovinf 
look.    ^'  "Why  am  I  singled  from  the  .me rid 
for  this  persecution?  are  my  sins  pastfaeec- 
ing;  or  am  I  alone  to  be  reminded  thai 
sooner  or  later,  age  and  death  will,  coow ! 
— I  have  long  known  the  infirmities  df  life. 
and  may  truly  say  that  I  am  pj^noeA  &k 
their  final  consec[uences/' 

*<  'Tis  well/'  returned  the  unmoved . 
apparently  immoveable   intrader-^*^ 
tbeni  and  read  tfae>  selema  demfee  oC  tlii 


6od ;  and  tMy  He  grant  thee  ^niiiesB  to 
juaftify  so  much  oonfidence.^' 

As  he  spoke,  he  extended,  in  hw  wfthered 
fcand,  an  open  letter  towvir^  Mrs.  Lech* 
mere,  which  the  quick  glance  of  Lidnel 
told  him  bare  his  own  mane  in  thfe  super- 
scription.    Notwitiwta^nding  tjhe  gross  in- 
visicm  of  his  rights,  the  young  man  was 
passive  under  the  detection  of  this  second 
^nd  gross  interference  of  the  other  in  bis 
niost  secret  matters,  watching  with  eager 
intarest  the  effect  the  strange  communica>- 
tioa  would  produce  on  his  aunt. 

Xcs.  Lechmere  took  the  letter  from  the 
^traager  with  a  sort  of  charmed  submisfiion^ 
whieh  denoted  how  completely  his  solemn 
mamer  had  bent  her  to  his  will.  The 
instant  her  look  fell  on  the  contents,  it 
became  fixed  and  wild.  The  note  was, 
however,  ehort,  and  the  scrutiny  was  soon 
^nded*  Still  she  grasped  it  with  an  ex* 
tended  arm,  though  the  vacant  expression 
>f  her  countenance  betrayed  that  it  was 
ield  before  an  insensible  eye.  A  moment 
»f  silent  and  breathless  wonder  followed, 
t  was  suisceeded  by  a  shudder  which  pasa64 

o« 
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thrdugh  thfe  iirfaole  frame  of  tbfe  im^i. 
her  limbs  shaking  violently,  untit  the 
mttling  of  the  folds  of  the  paper  vas 
Audible  in  the  most  distant  corner  of  the 
apartment. 

*•  This  bears  my  name,*^  cried  Lionel, 
shocked  at  her  emotions,  and  taking  the 
paper  Trom  her  unresisting  band,  ''and 
should  first  have  met  my  eye." 

"  Aloud — aloud,  dear  Lionel, "  said  a 
faint  but  earnest  whisper  at  his  elboir; 
"  aloud,  1  implore  you,  aloud !  ** 

It  was  not,  perhaps,  so  much  in  compli- 
ance with  this  affecting  appeal,  m  which 
the  whole  soul  of  Cecil  seemed  wrapped, 
as  by  yielding  to  the  overwhelming  flow  o( 
that   excitement  to  which    he  had  been 
aroused,  that  Major  Lincoln  was  led  to 
conform  to  her  request.     In  a  voice  ren- 
dered desperately  calm  by  his  emotions,  be 
uttered  the  fatal  contents  of  the  note,  '\n 
tones  so  distinct,  that  they  sounded  to  h:> 
wife,  in  the  stillness  of  the  place,  like   thti 
prophetic  warnings  of  one  from  the  dead  i  — 
^   **  The  state  of  the  town  has  prevented 
that  close  attention  to  th^  case  of  MrsI 


Udwoerp,  *  >fJtiict  h^  injurie9 :  r0tidei;ed 
neceseary-  An  inward  mortification  hm 
taken  place,  and  her  present  ea3e  ia  jowjj 
the  forerunner  of  her  death.  I  feel  it  ttjy 
duty  to  say,  that  though  she  may  live  iQ^ny 
hours,  it  is  not  impjrobable .  that  sh^  will 
die  to-night." 

To  this  9hort, .  but  terrible  annuncj#* 
tion,  vras  placed  the  well-known  signature 
of  the  attending  physician.  Here  was  a 
sudden  change,  indeed  i  All  had  thought 
that  the  disease  had  given  way,  when  it 
seemed  it  had  been  preying  insidiously  on 
the  vitals  of  the  sick.  Dropping  the  note, 
Lionel  exclaimed  alou^,  in  the  suddenness 
of  his.  surprise— 

"  Die  to-night !  This  is  an  unexpected 
summons,  indeed ! '; 

The  miserable  woman,  /ifter  the  jSr,st 
uiTveles^  moment  of  her  disnuay,  turncKl 
her  looks  anxiously  from  face  to  face,  and 
i.stened  intently  to  the  words  of  the  notft 
IS  they  fell  from  the  lips  of  Lionel,  like 
me  eagpr  to  detect  tbp  glimmerings  of  hope 
Q  the  alarmed  expressions  of  their  .couii- 

eoan^i^s.     But  the  language  of  her  pby$B^ 

o  3 


CMiKwiftSitOo  plaiA^dirabt^aad  jxn^a,  taiie 
misonderskCMxl  <mp  pelrirerted.  *  Itsivery  cdd* 
ness  gave  it  a  terrific  >diaraGtei$  of  trullu 
^•;!f!Doiyouih?nicrediii4*"  ^sbe  asked  in 
at  fvoitdi  1^000  iiw^y  I  tones  betrayed  but 
itiN^pJaiiil}?  1  i  her  i^igcst  aMiwilltngnes&  to  be 
assured.  **  You !  Uooel  Lincoln,  wJhom  I 
lUdiihotigUtfityiHendl''  / 

tliofaol  turned  tMSLysi\ex\tly.  from  the  fi^ti 
spectacle  :of  her  miserDT;^  but  Cecil  drop^ 
OB' iiei^  knees  at  the-  kied^sidey  and  daspu^ 
iter  hands,  idle. elevated  -theon,  kKdupoglike 
a  befaufiful.  pidure  of  .pious. Iwipefi  e  die 
uiuTflittPed-^ 

ff  He  Its  no  fHead^i dearest ^andmother, 

who  would  lay  flattery  to  a  pairting  isoid ! 
But  there  is  a  better  nnd  aaafer  d^seadence 
than  all  this  world  cancer  1/'     ^.  . 

"  And  youi  tooi  '^  eiied  the  derotcd 
woman,  rousing  herself  with  a  strength  vo^ 
energy  that  would  seenv  to  put  i  the  prole:^ 
Rionai  knowledge  of  her  medical  altendant 
al  defianeef-^"  do  you  also  ahandm .  me ' 
You  whonl  I  bave  watched  in  infanc}. 
.nursed'  iA  snfienng,  Ibndled  in  happuiesw-. 
Ay  I  amid  reared  in  virtue— yes,  that  I  g:. 
say   boldly  in   the.  face  of  the  uoiTense 
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Yoiu,  .B*hMb.|  have t  hroiighfa.tq '  tfaia/booiso 
able>  marrin^e  ^ .  wtmJd  ^yott  i  irqaajr  auerfbr 
all,  by  black  iDgralitudB  J  "  .  c-  *; 

**  My  grandmotbier  1  iny  grandiridtherJ 
talk  not  thus  cruelly  to  your  child  i  •  ^but 
ieao  on  the  rock  !of  tagfd  >foD.fiu^ar£^;eEmn 
a»  I  have  leaned  on^th^e !  "    '    '      i  '  <  i   >^ 

'^  Away — away-MWteak,  fodlisb  jitHild! 
ExQiks  of  :ha|)pixiessr  has  maddeited  tkee  i 
Coipe  hither^  Ittyf  son] -let  us  s^eak  of  Aa- 
veoscliffi^^  thei^dudl  seat  of  our  ancestors^ 
and  €ff  those' iday^  weare  yet  to  pass  under 
its  -bosjiitakle  roQfs%  HChe  silly  girl  thou 
hast  wived  would  wish  to  frighten  me  !  " 

liouel  ■  ohaddertd/  fvith  inward,  horror 
«hil€;!.hei  listened  to  the  forced  and  broken 
intooattoi^s  of  her  voicei  as  she  thus  uttered 
the  lingering  'wttshes  of  her  nature.  He 
turned  again  from  the  view^  and,  for  a 
moalBnty  buried  iiis.  face  in  his.haudS)  as  if 
to  eiLclude  the  world  and  its  wickedness, 
together,  from  his  sight. 

"  My  grandmotheri  look  not  so  wildly:  at 
us  I  '*  continued  the  gasping  Cecil— i**  Jfou 
may:  have,  yet  hours,  nay,  days  before  y<)u." 
Sh^  peiUBed  an  instant .  to  foUow  the  unset- 
tled, and  hopeless    gaase   of  an  eye  t^iat 


^^.        m^i^.ihmwfd 
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room,  and  then,  wifii  a  meek  .dep^dence 

oij  her, ,  own.  pqrftx.  d'^.oppins  ^  face  ^- 
tji^cen;H?^  htfl48,,3h^.  cried, alpifd  in  her 
agony-;,:,.,.,  ,  .;.,..  ' ,.   "    " 

,  ,t*  Mv'  mkOther'9. mother!    Would  ibai  I 
could  die  for  thjeei  *' 

'VDie'"  ecfioed  the  saoje  dissqiuiDt  voice 
as  before,  from  a  tbroat  tiiat  a];:^6ady  he^ 
to  rattle. witli  the  hasten^  approacbos  of 
<death — '^  who  would  die  ajuid  the  festh> 
ties  of  a  bridal !— Away-^lea^^^e.me.  To  &j 
dpset,  and  thy  knees,  if  thqu  wiltn^  but 
leave  rae.'*  •  .     , 

She  watched,  with  bittw  resentinpnt,  the 
retiring  form  of  Cecily  wiio,  obeyed  ,wi.tk 
the  charitable  and  pious  inteQti0ii.  of  cmn-- 
plying  literally  with  her,  gf's^i4mp0ier% 
order,  before*  she, added-** 

^*  The  girl  is  not  equal  to  tlie  tSM^  ( 
had  set  her!  All  of  my  racp  have-  ..been 
weak,  but  I— my  daughter— my  bud]u;id*< 
niece  "f—.  ,. 

/*  What  of  that  niec<>i"  said  the  start- 
Hng  voice  of^-Ralphy  iaflerrupting  the  dis* 
eased  wandering^  of  ha*  rmn^''^  thask  wife 
of  thy  nephew,  the  mother  of  this  youth  ^ 
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^^'eak,  Vomati)  trhile  time  and  reason  ar« 
granted  thee." 

Lionel  now  advanced  to  her  bed-6ide, 
under  ad  impulse  that  he  could  no  longer 
iubdue,  and  addressed  her  solemnly : 

"  If  thou  knowest  aught  of  the  dreadful 
calamity  that  has  befallen  my  family,"  he 
said,  "  or  in  any  manner  hast  been  acces- 
sary to  its  cause,  disburthen  thy  soul,  and 
die  in  peace.     Sister  of  my  grandfather ! 
nay,  more,  mother  of  my  wife  !  I  conjure 
thee,  speak — what  of  my  injured  mother  ?  " 
"  Sister  of  thy  grandfather — mother  of 
thy  wife,"  repeated  Mrs.  Lechmere,  slowly, 
and  in  a  manner  that  sufficiently  indicated 
the  unsettled  state  of  her  thoughts — **  Yes, 
both  are  true !  " 

"  Speak  to  me,  then,  of  my  mother,  if 
you  acknowledge  the  ties  of  blood— tell  me 
ofher  dark  fate?'* 

"  She  is  in  her  grave,  dead,  rotten— yes, 
yes— her  boasted  beauty  has  been  fed  upon 
by  beastly  worms  !  What  more  would  ye 
fiave,  mad  boy  ?  Wouldst  wish  to  see  her 
bones  in  their  winding  sheet  ?" 
^*  The  truth  !  "    cried  Ralph ;  "  declare 


the  Im^,  and  thy  own  widml  agea^  n 
the  deed." 

'  '*  Who  speaks  ? "  repeated  Mfs.  Lech- 
mere,  dropping  her  voide  from  its  notes  of 
high  excitement  again,  to  the  tremulous 
oadency  of  debility  and  age,  and  looldng 
about  her  at  the  same  time,  as  if  a  saddeB 
mowmbrance  had  crossed  her  brain*, 
^*«urcly  I  heard  sounds  I  should  know !  '' 

"  Here ;  look  on  me — ^fix  thy  wandeiiif 
eye,  if^  it  yet  has  power  to  see,  on  me,** 
cried  Ralph,  aloud,  as  though  he  would 
command  her  attention  at  every  hazard— 
'tis  I  that  speaks  to  thee,  Prisclik  Lecb- 


4C 
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What  wouidst  thou  have  ?  My  dbuigh- 
ter  ?  she  is  in  her  grave !  Her  chiW  ?  She 
is  wedded  to  another — Thou  art  too  late 
Thou  art  too  late!  Wocdd  to  God  thou 
hadat  asked  her  of  me  in  season  ^ — 

*♦  The  trutii--  the  truth— the  truth !  •'  coo* 
tinned  the  old  man,  in  a  voice  that  rung 
through  the  aparttnent  in  wild  and  startling 
echoes~*'  the  holy  and  undefiled  truth ' 
Give  us  that,  and  naught  else." 

This  lingular  and  solemn  app^l  awafcer^ 


ed  tke  latest  enei^ies  of  the  despairing 
woman,  whose  inmost  soul  appeared  to  rev 
coil  before  his  cries.  She  made  an  effort  to 
raise  hersdf  once  more,  and  exclaimed — 

**  Who  says  that  I  am  dying  ?  1  am  but 
seventy!  and  'tis  only  yesterday  I  was 
a  clnld—tL  pure,  an  uncontaminated  child ! 
He  lies'— he  lies  !  I  have  no  mortification 
—I  am  strong,  and  have  years  to  Hve  and 
repent  in.'' 

Ift  the  pausea  of  her  utterance,  the  voice 
of  the  old  man  was  still  heard  shouting— 

"The  truth — the  truth — ^the  holy,  unde- 
filed  truth ! " 

"  Let  me  nse  and  look  upon  the  sun," 
coBtimjeif  the  d3rhig  woman.  **  Where  are 
ye  alf?'  Cecily  liond— my  children ,  do 
ye  daaert  me  now  ?  Why  do  ye  darken 
the  roofd?  Grive  me  light*-raore  light! 
Dore  light !  for  the  sake  of  all  in  heaven 
md  eaiti!!,  abandon  me  not^  to  this  black 
md  terrific  darkness !  " 

Her  aspect  hard  become  so  hideously 
[espairing,  that  the  voice  of  even  Ralph 
vas  stilled,  and  she  continued  uninter- 
uptedly  to  shriek  out  the  ravings  of  her 
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"  Why  talk  to  such  as  I  of  death  !  My 
time  has  been  too  short !  Give  me  days — 
give  me  hours_give  me  moments  !•  Cecil» 
Agnes,  Abigail ;  where  cu'e  ye— help  me» 
or  I  fall ! '' 

She  raised  herself,  by  a  desperate  ^fort, 
from  the  pillows,  and  clutched  wildly  at 
this  empty  air.  Meeting  the  extended  hand 
of  Lionel^  she  caught  it  with  a  djring  graq>, 
gave  a  ghastly  smile,  under  the  false  secu- 
rity it  imparted^  and  falling  backward 
again,  her  mortal  part  settled,  with  an  am* 
versal  shudder,  into  a  state  of  efceroal 
rest 

As  the  horrid  exclamations  of  the  de- 
ceased ended,  so  deep  a  stillness  succeeded 
in  the  apartment,  that  the  passing  gusts  of 
the  gale  were  heard  sighing  amoi^  th« 
roofs  of  the  town,  and  might  easily  be  mis- 
taken, at  such  a  moment,  for  the  moanings 
of  unembodied  spirits  over  so  accursed  as 
end. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


**  I  wonder,  sir,  since  wives  are  moosttoosto  you, 
*  And  that  yoa  flj  tlieni,  as  yoa  swear  them,  loidslUp, 
"  Yei,  yoa  desire  to  many." 

AWt  fFett  that  Brnds  Wau 

Cbcii«  had  left  the  room  of  her  grand- 
nother,  with  the  conscioasneas  of  sortain- 
ng^  a  load  of  anguish  to  which  her  young 
xperienoe  had  hitherto  left  her  a  stranger. 
>n  her  knees  and  in  the  privacy  of  her 
Viymefty  she  poured  out  the  aspirations  of 

spirit^  in  fervent  petitions  to  that 


^'pmii^/^^hkii'^ike  Who  txktat  tieadeiik 
^M^T^^ttti  tddmtflimg  hm^nsd  by  Ike  mmititij 
^^  reiijiictyaBd  the  seeiiilkieB  of  doitotia. 
'lV(ifb'te^Mal<]dav&ted  by  its  Koenft^eoD- 
i)ll6M^ 'With  ikiftr  God,  «nd  hef.lodiDp 
Ai(jl^ed''e^ni'>ta- oalaknett  by  tbe  iioied 
^Imf)  tbit  liM^  .  shed  aromul  ikem^  tie 
^>^M8Ml4ilrbr^0i[t^lepgtfa  prepvedto  rea^e 
'^lilt^fAJit^^&tbe  bdd^wle  ^of  Irar  agedl^ 

'I'^Itt  pasting  from  her  own  rodrnto-iW 
'  of  Mrs.  Leehinere^  she  heard  tkt  My 
^  votee  of  Agnes  below,  together  *mifa  ike 
sounds   of    the   prepvationB   tint   wtn 
making  to  g^aoe  her  own  hasty  brMn^  ^<i 
'  f or  a  tnomeat  die  paused  tQ^aasapahonrif 
that  'all  wUtih  had  so  reeratly  paaKd  wv 
more  than  the  workings  of  a  distorbed 
fisncy.    She  gazed  at  the  onoaaaly  thoagb 
modest  ornaments  of  her  attire  ;  ahaddsred 
as  she  remembered  the  awful  omen  af  the 
riiadowy  and  then  eama  la  the  dnadlbl 
reality  with  ui  overwhdming  ooaratioD 
of  its  truth.     After  laying  hf&r .  faaaid  *oa  tbe 
door,  dfee  paused  with  !BaeDafc  tenaii,  to 
oateh  the  sooadathat  might  haoa  fraor  the 
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ehomber  ;o£  the  siefc.    Afk^^]hAe^ing  ^ 

moiBaiit^  the  bwtfo  fa^lQWWMbMWdj  BfA 

ah^too,  beacd  ibe  wbutUtigi'0fMi]|e*jwiii4 

uitgiidiOQsdied  a^aj  wmong  thatilirtltf^s 

&ndotkgles>  of  the  buildiii^.  .  BnqpMOgfyl 

tytlie  deathlike  rtiUness  of  ilK)8e  .^Hibu 

ker  frandmotber's  room^  Cecil  Mw  ofml^ 

the  door^  under  tfa^  plearaig  -  Jil^lfMnQQ 

tiiat  she  ^ould  find  the  t#si^9tiafi  of «a 

Ghrutian,  where  she  had  so  lately  wit- 

DMied  tlie  inoipient  ravings  of   despair. 

Her  eiktranee  was  timid,  for  she  dreaded 

to  meet 'the  hcdlow,  but  glaring  eye  of 

tbe^  ntenelessi  being  who  had  borne  the 

meimgB  >  of  the  physioian,  and  of  whose 

mien  «id  Wngoage  Ae  retoinod  «  «anfw«d 

imt  fearful*  reeoUeetion.      Her  hesitation 

«nd  her  fisats^  were,  however,  alike  vain ; 

&r  fbe .  room;  was  silent  and  tenantless. 

Oaifing  one  trondering  look  around,  in 

qu^t  ofithe^ffarm  most  dear  to  her,  Cecil 

adnoicedlwtth  a  li^t  step  to  the  bed,  and 

railings -the  Qovierlid^  discovered  the  fatal 

tnitfa  JBik  migiadli  qe. 

Tha  ifadMoeBta  of  Mrs.  I^ofacnictne.ifaad 
iiii«Hd|^  st^eii€d^=  <and  assumed  4hati«tid»* 

b2 
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veromiaQd  ghpetlj  ezpresajon  which  marki 

the  touch  of  death.    The  parting  soul  bad 

left  the  impression  of  its  agony  on  hn 

features^  exhibiting  the  wreck  of  then 

passions  which  caused  her^  even  in  death, 

to  look  backward  on  that  world  she  wai 

leaving  for  ev^r^  instead  of  forward  to  the 

unknown   existence,  towards  which  she 

was  hurried«    Perhaps  the  suddenness  and 

the  very  weight  of  the  shock/ sustamed 

the  cheerless  bride  in  that  moment  of  triaL 

She  neither  spoke  nor  moved  for  more 

than  a  minute ;   but  remained  with  her 

eyes  riveted    on    the  desolation  of  that 

countenance  she  had   revered  froiQ  her 

infancy,  with  a  species  of  holy  awe  that 

was  not  entirely  free  ^om  horror.     Thm 

came  the  recollection   of  the  portentous 

omens  of  her  wedding,  and  with  it  a  dread 

that  the  heaviest  of  her  misfortunes  wwe 

yet  in  reserve.    She  dropped  the  covering 

on  the  pallid  features  of  the  dead,  aad 

quitted  the  apartment  with  a  hurried  step. 

The  room  of  Lionel  was  on  the  same  floor 

with  that  which  she  had  just  left^  and 

before  she  had    time  for  reflection. 
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band  was  on  its  lock.  Her  brain  was 
bew^ered  with  the  rush  of  circumstances. 
For  a  single  instant  she  paused  with  maiden 
bashfolness,  even  recoiling  in  sensitive 
shame  from  the  act  she  was  about  to  com- 
wit,  when  all  her  fears,  mingled  with  glim- 
merings of  the  truth,  flashed  again  across 
her  mind,  and  she  burst  into  the  room, 
uttering  the  name  of  him  she  sought, 
aloud. 

The  brands  of  a  fallen  fire  had  been 
carefully  raked  together,  and  were  burning 
with  a  feeble  and  wavering  flame.    The 
room  seemed  filled  with  a  cold  air,  which, 
as  she  encountered  it,  chilled  the  delicate 
person   of  Cecil  ;  and  flickering  shadows 
were  playing  on  the  walls,  with  the  un- 
certain  movements  imparted  by  the  un« 
steady  light.   But,  like  the  apartment  of  the 
dead,  the  room  was  still  and  empty*    Per- 
ceiving that  the  door  of  the  little  dressing- 
room  V7Wi  open,  she  rushed  to  its  threshold, 
and  the  mystery  of  the  cold  air  and  the 
wavering  fire  was  explained,  when  she  felt 
the  gusts  of  wind  rush  by  her  from  the 
open  door  atlthe  foot  of  the  narrow  stairs* 
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ff'^e^n  hddP'ev^f  leen  required  to  ejfpWn 
tli'e  feelings  which  induced  faer  tfo  descend,* 
oi*  i&i^  nfahner  in  which  it  was  effected, 
sh^'Wduld'  hdVe  lueeti  unable  to  coiii^, 
f6^^mcki«6  thought  she  stood  on  the 
tfii^^sfibld  of  tUe  •  otater-doof ,  nearly  tmcon^ 
sfe'iolii^iifK^  ^ttia^ioii. 

The  moon  was  still  wadlng^  anaong^tte 
ibl^fil^mti^  iiti^ddh^^  just  right  enoifgfa 
tS  malce  Ibe  firpedtlitor  sensible  of  ihestiB- 
iS6'^'^6¥'ihe'catnp  and  Wii:    '1%^  easteMy 
wind  yet  howled  aldrig  thi  streetaJ  «• 
c^idnbll^  Ifftmg    whi^^ibd»   df  4tiW«, 
afid'S^a^pih^  who/Ie  siqukire»  n!t  it^t  Aft! 
^tethsV   littitfe^itlfer  mannof  henOf^mB 
vMBl^aniJdliiedi^arhieasri    ^'    ^      :    .      . 
^'^t%e-l)eWndered  bridd  ^rcMk  fto^iim 
disfhat  view,  With  a  feeen  pereeptkHi>4tyf  4f8 
Wild  consonance  with  tlft^^deiSh  'of  het 
grandmother.      In   another  motoeni'  Am 
was  again  in  the  room  abo^i^,  'tniSb  paK  of 
Vtrhich    was    examined  Wn^*^n»Biddeiftbg 
dnlserefy  ^oV  th^  person  ittf^llb^^  huMfaa*. 
But  her  powers,  exblte^^tikd  AiMiliiJ^IOto 
tli^y  liad  become,  couM  su^t^ort  'Hir  'no 
longer.    She  was' forced  to  yield  to  tbe 


in  the  (pa9t  try  jog  mpmctfits^,  aad  it.  wa9 
n^jt.  stmnge  thali  sh^  cpujpled  the  fiiuiiter 
oijK^Qft  of  the  oight  witk  liia  .myst^rioi^ 
aWnce.  The  h9M^atrick|ep  girl  plupe^ 
li«r.  bwcb  in  aaguishu  -aipid  ^nfi^ngt  ^Q 
name  of  her  coamn,  mxik  o^  tb^  ^ppr  .^i 


<  I    I 


'V 


''t\ 


toM  iiuie^viibility^ 

Affkw  WM  biudly  and  happi^  cnnp^yed 
witk  her  domestip^^  in  preparing  wol^  a 
^iMf\^  bf  the  ^aoilih  of  the  Leqlunerea 
as.ahooid  iiot  jiji^gn^ce  her  copsin,  in  th9 
eyi^,of  h^r  mpM  ivei^thy  |oTd.&n4  ttii^e^f 
Tift  piercing  cry,  howftver,  Dptwithf^a^d: 
iog  the  bu«tle  of.^  hurrying  Jie9van|3«  and 
the  clatter  of  kniyes  avd  pl^tee^  pwie* 
^ed  to  tb^  mppf^r-nopm^  i  stilling  each 
mo^iemeiiti  an^  .blanching  Qvery  cheek 

^•"yis  niy.napneP>  «^  Agnep;  **who 

^SU  ii,  y^  tg^s^ple^*  returned  Meritcm^ 
wMli.!9<  ,«wtaj^,^iipphwu,  ''that  Mtwt^K 
{iHAfdfff..  bri^e  :f¥>t^  aprecmi  so,  I  idipUU 
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darting  from  the  room;  *^0  I  feared^ 
I  feared  these  hasty  nuptiab !" 

There  was  a  general  rush  of  the  meiaak 
into  the  ohambers,  when  the  fatel  tmth 
became  immediately  known  to  the  wholi 
fiimily.  The  lifeless  day  of  Mrs.  iMh- 
mere  was  discovered  in  its  ghastly  4ef(»- 
mity,  and,  to  all  but  Agnae,  H  aftuM 
a  sufficient  solution  of  the  situation  of  Ife 
bride. 

More  than  an  hour  passed  liefate 
the  utmost  care  of  her  attendania 
oeeded  in  restoring  Cecil  to  a  state 
which  questions  might  avail  any 
Then  her  cousin  took  advantage  of  tbs 
temporary  absence  of  her  wmnen,  to  nsa^ 
tion  the  name  of  her  husband  w  Cesfl 
heard  her  with  sudden  joy ;  but  ItK^dag 
about  the  room  wildly,  as  if  seeking  him 
with  her  eyes,  she  pressed  her  hands  upon 
her  heart,  and  fell  backward  in  Uiat  stale  of' 
insensibility  from  which  she  had  just  been 
roused.  No  part  of  this  expressive  avi^ 
dence  of  her  grief  was  lost  on  the  olhery 
who  left  the  room  the  instant  her  care  lud 


moiMded  in  bringing   the  scrfRhrer  once 
more  to  her  recollection. 

Agnes  Banforth  had  never    regarded 

her  aunt  with  that  confiding  veneration 

and*,  love  which  purified  the  affections  of 

tfeffanddftughter  of  the  dee^ased.    &be^ 

had  alwaj^  possessed  her  more  immediate 

relatives^  from    \<rhom  she    derived    her 

flings  and  opinion,  nor  was  she  wanting^ 

in  safflcient  discernment  to  distinguish  the' 

GoUand  selfish  traits  that  had  so  particu- 

hsfy  marked  the  character  of  Mrs*  Lech- 

mere^:  fihe  bad^  therefore,  consented  to 

Qioriify  her  own  sjArit,  and  submit  to  th^ 

pnlTaliDns  and  daggers  of  the  siege,  entirely 

fiom.  a  dinnterested  attachment  to  her - 

coadk,  who^  without  her  presence,  would 

hatet  found    her    solitude    and    situation 

irksome. 

la  coBsequence  of  this  disposition  of  her 
Qkind^  Agnes  was  more  shocked  than  dis* 
troMd  by  the'  unexpected  death  that  had 
ooowred.  Perhaps,  if  her  anxiety  had 
bens  less  roused  in  behalf  of  Cecily  she- 
might'  Juive  retired  to  weep  over  the  de- 
parture of  one  she  had  known  so  long^ 

Bd 


ber  heart,  she  bel|av^  ao  little  pr^wed 
fiato  tibe^  ttiybtjy  QHange*  JWi  it  waa^  how- 
ever, she  took  bcir  way  oaUaly  to  tb^ 
^nrkwki^.^hey^  ihi^  «f^nlmDIl^d  JB^^^  ^ 

.tJifVKkeiidj^^al^t]pa4e  bj^^ntiwcf,  sbe 
airi||BiiBd  fb§e»Qpp«firwffa  of  ,a  covfxgpsw^ 

Mm  d^um^  ]mm^at^\  wjjth  aDoquaatiJie 
4vbiM)giv(Q  Miia^DmifOlltlii  *»  short .  ii»j^ 
view,  without  delay,  .,.,{)0jE!iiig  tlie  tiii|^ 
OMbritfW  wM#Mettt  PK  ^if^jenrfind,  4iP^ 
^ddto^ufdd  4o  xwll^tv  vbef.  i  jthMglil^,^ 
lan^ratniargwoy^^  •.■.  ..:  >]:  ♦  i^  .  .  ..,j. 
i'v/Miaofld  panned  alter i.aiipifitei.:bowevi|r, 
and  the  valet  did  not  return.  'S^\  arofe, 
JSBid  QteppioK  lightly  to  th/o  dqpry  Ji4l|BBed, 

m 

about  in  the  more  distant  ^'PfHitArffCtitb^ 
^wlkUAg,  with  a  qiHc4g«ps,AtMlfc  ifirqifpA  be 
loaMqpted  tiie  jl«apQh*4Ai9(Mlii.fM(ii9i.«At 

otoftniovtain  lie;W(W<milWffiMWbib48M« 
.«faiifcMe.niM»Mi  i£  "Bh^^f^ifAfi'i^ir^lWet^ 


bo#6Ver,  retnmiftlfitdBe*^ '  '  »"    '^^  ■•'   « *'^ 
'"^Major  LmeoliffV  ftbe  iMi4i^ywt  ffet- 
sired  him  to  medliine  hdtef '    '     ''^  . 

The  whole  eount^naivei^  of  ^M eisitoH  wh 
preased  his  amazement  as  he  0tfiweM4''^'' 
'^Ldrdl  Miss  AgbmyMMM  LUnel 
hasr  gone  out !  gone  ou%  onsudU  wmighUl 
iand  what  is  mom  ^mtjrktiblb;  kb^teoi  godb 
odt  without  his  moiimlog* ;  iiieugh/fthfe 
dead  of  his  own  hlckid^  ami  obmieKicte'lit 
Qhlmried  in  the  house  j'"* 

A^nes  pres€«*v*ed  her  eompMurey 
gikdiy  4ed  the  Valet  on  lA  the '  {lath:  his 
thonghta  had  taken ,  in  order  tO'0om6>«t 
the  traih)  Vrithout  bet^i^tiig  her  -own 
apprehensions.       »  *      .    *  : 

^^How  know  yoa,  Mr.'Meritori,  that 
yoiir>'teasffer  hais'l^n  sd  fltr  forgetfal^ 
appdaraticesk?"'  •'  '" 

^'  An  derta{A/lhfik''am,  as  I  know  that.lie 
wore'liis  paMd^uniform  this  evening  iwiMi 
he  Mi  the'  hbttie  the  first  titne ;  thoog^ 
HttU^did  I'A'dBiKi  bis  honoar  was  going  to 
geVlDAMifil^JS  he  hain't  gone  o«t  utitbe 
mnHtf  Idtebs;  WhMe  is  it  f— Besides^  Ma'am, 
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last  moaming  is  under  kiols^  and  htm 
k  the  key  in  my  poeket.'* 

^^  'Tis  singular  he  ahcmld  choose  such  as 
hour,  as  well  as  the  time  of  his  aiariisgt, 

to>  absent  himseli^l-^' 

Meriton  had  long  learned  to  identify 
all  his  interests  with  those  of  his  mssler, 
and  he  ^pured  highly  under  the  oblique 
imputation  that  he  thought  was  no  less  oaik 
on  Lionel's  gallantry,  than  on  his  sense  of 
propriety  in  general. 

''Why,  Miss  Agnus,  3NIU  will  pteeae 
remember.  Ma'am/'  he  answered,  ^^  as  tins 
wedding  hasn't  been  at  all  like  an  Englirii 
wedding-r-nor  can  I  say  that  it  is  ^to- 
gether usual  to  die  in  England  as  suddenly 
as  Ma'am  Lech  mere  has  been  pleased  "* — 

^^  Perhaps,"  interrupted  Agnes,  ^^  some 
accident  may  have  happened  to  has. 
Surely  no  man  of  common  hnnumity 
would  willingly  be  away  at  such'  a  mo* 
ment !" 

The  feelingB  of  Meriton  now  took 
another  direction,  and  he  unhesitatiB^ 
adopted  the  worst  apprdfensions  of  ih» 
young  lady. 
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Agnes  leaned  her  forehead  cm  ile^ 
for  a  minute,  in  deep  rejection,  heSote  she 
spoke  again.  Then  raising  her  eyes  to  the 
miet,  she  said— 

*^  Mr.  Meriton,  know  you  wheri  captain 
Polwartb  sleeps  ?'' 

^Certainly,  Ma'am {  He's  a  gentleman 
as  always  sleeps  in  his  6wn*bed>  Vhileto^the 
kiog's  service  calls  hint  ets6\^bete.  '  A 
con»derate  gentleman  is  captain  PdhvarCh, 
Ma'am^  in  respect  of  himself  I"  » 

Miss  Danforth  bit  her  lip,  and  her  playful 
eye  lighted  for  an  instant,  with  a  ray  that 
banished  its  look  of  sadness;  but  \h  another 
moment  her  features  became*  demure,  ff 
not  melancholy,  and  she  continued — 

"  I  believe,  then  —  'tis  awkward  an^ 
distressing,  too^  but  nothing  better  can  be 
done!" 

*•  Did  you  please  to  give  me  any  orders, 
Miss  Agnus  ?^ 

**  Yes,  Meriton ;  you  will  go  to  the 
lodgings  of  captain  Polwartb,  and  tell  him 
MrB*  r^incoln  desires  hi^  immediate  pre- 
sence here,  In  Tremont-street.^' 

**  My  Lady  !*'    repeated   the    amazed 


14  i.4dlttI.2^i«Mft)fi 

says  't^  HHyMdyi  fe  uri0offeoionfldbWfli4 
^(kin  hotknUiv  ti4ial  ii  dcmi^,  or  irho 
Bp^iikit^  to   Wl   A    moumful   w«ddfoig, 

af<>36''t^' i^M^  4ftei  rdotxi>  ^  tjiat  Mi|3  &tn« 
fortfr'^odlA  b^  ^Ifiil  to  «e#  himJ^ 

WdiiiXi^  ^kk&A  bo  loogef  tfaflB:  .wv 
nee^jMry^fo^lttixtlfer^Approbatiim  of  thii 
alteration  in  the  message,  wImq  lif^bfl 
the  house;  with  a  .pa<^e  that '  wlui  a  |;Ood 
deal  qtiickened  hy  bis^^  groMiiiifg  f«m^<wtiie 
subjeet  U  l^  tiitistei^  Mfetf«    NoinMlh* 
standnig  bis  apprnheafliQiiif^  iha  valet: tm 
by  no  means  insenijble  4o  ike  wvisrity  of 
the  climate  he  ^^ms  in^  nor  to  the  piecaliar 
qualities  of  that  night  in  whioh  he  wdb  so 
unexpectedly  thtuA  abroM  to  enoomitOT  ils 
fury.     He  soon  sodceddiecl^  howeirek^  in 
making  his  vmy  to  theqiiaftim<of  Foli^vaftt, 
in  the  midrt  of  the  driving' ttiuw,  and  n  de- 
fiance of  the  cold  that  "ehilledhis  vecy  Whim. 
Happily  for  the  patience^  moI  the  woitii^ 
valet,  Shearflint^  the  aemi^ftiilitiiiy  utttoiiA 
ant  of  the  captain^  was  yet  trp,  havmi^ad 


diaeJwupged,  .his  Wffhtly.4«ti^^  *bqut) Jfee 
fetsoa  of  hia.4m9«);9r>^l|0  ted  wt  ^ejgofi^ 
it  prudent  to  seek  Jbis  |riUqw..jflitb<wft 
proving  the  OQQwlatiq^s  of  iihe  ^re^^p^^^ 
The  door  waft^oi^M  4ft,  tfef^^^tjJ^Rf 
MeritoD^^aad  whM,the  alJ0ipr\\^  ^pqeaied 
hifwiptige,  fey  the  uwflfix4NI%t^^^^>:tkP 
two  attendastts  adJQftrn/^,  ^  j|bft:.  RitAngr 
roomy  :where  tjio.  eml>er9^/pf/lL  ggi^flc^^iOod 

the  aptrtnartat.  ,;, 

'^What  a  .Rooking  ooooiry  ig,  Vm, 
AmMiea for  ooldy  Mr> Sheavflint/'  #aid  M^ 
ntoD»  kicking  £he  brwd9  together  with  bk 
hooti  and  rajbhipg  his  hands  over  tb^e  coals 
~^^  Iidoesa'li  think  as  our  English  cold  m 
at  all  like  it.  It  s  fiiStr(H(^er  and  a  better 
cold  is  oiini^.bttt  itdoe9i.'t  out. one  like  dull 
raaiorm  aa  ibi3  ^liwa  of  America*" 

Sbenrflint?  .l¥)H>faB^ed  himself  parti4;a- 
iarly  . liberal^  la^^ver  made  it  a  poiat.to 
show  his .  mfiC^P^Dimity  to  his  enemies, 
nev€ur  epeekMf^f'Rf  tbe  ^ooists  witbotit  a 
A^r-fc  frf*  pfo|f!ptii|g.airi  that  he  intendod 
fk(mi4  w^^\f)fif^y  ^  bis  pw»  oandfiuf^ 


f  ' 
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^  ThM  k  a  Hew  domitry ,  Mr.  MeiitoD, 

• 

one  dioaldn^t  be  over  niee.  Whefi  (me 
goes  abtead  one  nrart  leani  to  pat  up  ^vitk 
difficultieft;  eipeetally  in  the  ooiooM, 
where  it  can't  be  expected  all  thhigs  abooWl 
be  as  comfortable  as  we  has  'em  at  'ome." 

^'  Well^  now,  I  call  myself  as  little  par* 
ticular  in  respect  of  weather,''  returned 
Meriton,  ^'as  any  going.  But  give  toe 
England  for  climate,  if  for  nothing  ehe. 
The  water  comes  down  in  that  blessed 
country  in  good,  honest  drops,  and  not  in 
little  frozen  bits,  which  prick  one's  face 
like  so  many  fine  needles !" 

'^  You  do  look,  Mr.  Meriton,  a  tittle  as 
if  you  had  been  shaking  your  master'ls 
powder<^puff  about  your  own  ears.  But 
I  was  just  finishing  the  heel-tap  of  the 
captain's  hot  toddy ;  perhapa  if  you  was  to 
taste  it,  'twould  help  to 'thaw  oitt  the 
idears.'* 

^  God  bless  me !  Shearflint,"  said  Men- 
ton,  relinqoidiing  his  grasp  oC  the  tankard, 
to  take  breath  after  a  most  vigorovs 
draught — ^*  do  you  alwtffd  stuff  bis  nigiiV 
cap  so  thick  ?'' 
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^'  No— no— the  oafptaia  omltl  tell  a  mix- 
ture by  his  nose,  and  it  doean'fe  do  to  make 
partial  alterationa  in  his  gl«w»"  returned 
Shearflint^  giving  the  tankard  a  oiroular 
motion  to  stir  its  contents,  while  he  spoke, 
and  swallowing  the  trifle  that-  remained, 
aj^ently  at  a  gulp ;  '^  then  as  t  thinks  it 
a  pity  that  any  thing  should  be  wasted 
io  these  distressing  times,    I    geoerally 
drinks  what's  left,  after  adding  sum'at  to 
tke  water,  just  to  mellow  it  down*    But 
what  brings  you  abroad  such  a  fool  night, 
Mr.  Meriton  ?'' 

^'  Sure  enough,  my'ideas  wanted  thaw- 
ing, as  you  instigated,  Shearflint !  Here 
have  I  been  sent  on  a  message  of  life  and 
death,  and  I  was  forgetting  my  errand 
iike  a  raw  boy  just  hired  from  the  coun* 
try  1" 

'^  Something  is  stirring  then !"  said  the 
>ther,  offering  a  ohair,  which  his  compa- 
tion  received,  without  any  words,  while 
^olwarth's  man  took  another,  with  equal 
ompoBure.  ^<  I  thought  as  much,  from  the 
iptain'a  hungry  appearance,  when  he  came 
ome  to*night,  after  dressing  himself  with 


I6r  htmmyjs^v^ui^  \ 

8Qf«iilQhi«iMnijftQli|a|9  lli«i;roi^p9r]Ja/X^ 
mont-street." 

^^*SMietbio£^  las  hs^n .  irtircing,  io^i^ed ! 
For  one  tlvupgu  \tr<i^  certain^  Master.  IiiqimI 
was  married  to-nigbt*  m  the  King's  Chii- 
pel!"  7 

«'  Married  l"  ^ohoed  the.  other  — ^^  wtU, 
thank  heavi^ni  dp  wqh  uaaroidablNi  hpi 
befaUeA  usu  thonf^  me  bi^Fe  beanritvipi* 
trated.  I  coolda't  Uv^.  w^h  a  BMoiedi 
gentlewaiiy  no.hdw,  Mr^.  MeriUsfu  A 
piaster  in  br^eohes  is  e«09gh  fi»r.nie»  wftK. 
out  one  in  pettiooats  to  set  hin^  on  T ,.    .. 

^^  That  depends,  .altogether  on  peoplp^ 
conditions^  Shearflint/'  retismed  MeriteO) 
with  a  sort  of  condescending  air  of  con* 
dolenoe,  as  thtn^  ho  pitied  the  othar^ 
poverty.— ^^  It  woidd  be  greafc  feUyfora 
captain  of  foot,  that  ia:n0tlihig  but  a,eap» 
tain  of  foot^  to  u&it^lm  hgraieiv  :  BatiiAli.ip»b 
say  at  RavensoUGE^  ^diSi^,  Capidr  will 
listen  to  the  siytfas  of  tha<hfiftrj.of  at  D^tfMtt 
shire  Baronet^  with  fifibfen.  itheosftii^  ii 

year,  .'r.     ,»':  .  n;'u;q|j     ^x 

^  I  never  heard  aii{riiiH)a  «c9*:^i4>flpai 
more  than  ten,"   interrupted  the  other, 
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banner.  '    •-'"  • '^^t 

'^  Nbt  more  tban  tekil  I  otfi  ca«tft"^tea 
mydell^  and  lum  swe  ibn^rd  iMibi  be  Mmei 
that  I  doedt/t  kttot^  eR^-  -  '^  •    j^ 

"  Well,  if  it  be  twenty/*  cried  Shears; 
^^ty  rising  and  kiekhg  the  hrinAu^tibiohg 
tbeadkes^  in  n  manner  to  d0itro)^«alt«lict' 
chetrfelness  of  tiie  little  :fif  e  tl&ti^nMikketly 
'^itv^to't  help  yea  to  do  your  ertiMdr 
Voa  shoiild  remeaiW  tibftt  us  aer^atttii  of 
peer  captains  ba;re'  nobddy  to  help  us  'witHk 
OUT  work»  and  want  our   natural   rest* 
VThat'g  yoiDr  plMsi^re^  Mr.  Meriton  f'^ 

^  To  see  youv  master,  Mister  Sheorflint*'' 

^  That's  impoinbiyty !  he's  nnder  five 
^lankets^  and  I  'wooldn't  lift  the  thinnest 
f  tbem  for  a  monthf s  wages*^ 

''Then  I  shall  do  it  for  you,  because 
|>eak  to  him  I  aMist*    Is  he  in  this  room^?" 

"  Ay^  y ouMl  Stfd  him  somewhere  there^ 
ttongtbe  bedclothes,"  returned  Sheav* 
int,ihrowingtoptte  the  door  of  an  adjoin* 
\g  apartment,  secretly  hoping  Meritun 
ottld'gethid  hea4i»*olcefor  bis  trouble, 


Its  he  teiHolFed  himself  oat  of  harm's  way, 
by  retumitig  to  the  fire-place. 

Meriton  was   eompeUed  to   give  tbe 
oaptain  seyeral   rough    shakes  before  be    > 
snooeeded  in  rousing  him^  in  the  least,  from    , 
his  dciepdilttibers.    Then,  indeed,  he  over- 
heard the  sleeper  muttering — 

^^  A  dMi&n  foolish  busbess,  that-^isd 
we  made  proper  use  of  our  limbs  we 
might  have  kept  them.  Ton  take  this 
notan  to  be  your  husband — ^better  for  worse, 
richer  or  poorer — ^ha !  who  are  you  rollbg, 
dog  ?  have  you  no  regard  to  digestion,  to 
shake  a  man  In  this  manner,  just  after 
eating  !'* 

*«  It's  I,  sir— Meriton/' 

**  And  what  the  devil  do  you  mean  by 
this  liberty,  Mr.  I,  or  Meriton,  or  what- 
ever you  call  yourself!'* 

^^  I  am  sent  for  you  in  a  great  hurry,  Sr 
^-awful  things  have  happened  to-ni^t  up 
m  Tremoht  T— 

•^  Happened  l**  repeated  Polwarth,  who 
by  this  time  was  thoroughly  awake — ^  f 
know,  fellow^  tiiat  your  master  is  marrM' 


uav^L  uix^M^i  fil 

—I  ga^ye  tfa|9  bride  SiWay  mji^.  I 
suppose  nothing  else,  that  i|  pwtiwlarly 
extnardintiTjj  hag  happened.'* 

^  Oh !  Lord,  yes^  cdr — my  Lady  is  in 
fainting-fits,  and  master  Lionel  has  gone, 
God  knows  whidierj  and  Madam  Lech- 
mere  is  dead  I" 

Meriton  had  not  concluded,  before  Pol- 
warth  sfnng  from  his  beef  in  the  best 
manner  he  was  able,  and  began  to  dress 
himself,  by  a  sort  of  instinct,  though  with* 
oat  any  definite  object.  By  the  unfortu- 
nate arrangement  of  Meriton's  intelli- 
gence, he  supposed  the  death  of  Mrs. 
i/eehmere  to  be  in  consequence  of  some 
trange  and  mysterious  separation  of  the 
ride  from  her  husband,  and  his  busy 
Noughts  did  not  fisil  to  recall  the  singular 
iterruption  of  the  nuptials,  so  often  men« 
oned. 

''And    Miss    Danforth!"  asked  be-- 
how  does  she  bear  it  V 
"  Like  a  woman,  as  she  is,  and  a  true 
ly.     It  is  no  small  thing  as  puts  Miss 
rnes  bejside  herself,  sir !" 


SS2  utmmis}  uhcolv. 

* n '  Mi|io)'xtbat#/i8 iiObttmhe on  teuoh-  mite 

^to  oo|00  vptto  Vfenotit^-ttrBel,  iviiboiitaBy 
•delayi?'"  >  •  • 

''  The  devil  it  was!  Haiid*me  that  beit, 
my  good  fellow. — One  boot^  thank  God, 
is  jBOoner  put  on  than  two  I  The  vest  and 
stook  next.  Tou,  Shearflint !  where  haTe 
you  got  to,  sirrah  ?  bring  me  my  leg,  this 
instant.'' 

As  soon  as  his  own  man  heard  this  order, 
he  made  his  appearance,  and  as  he  was 
much  more  conversant  with  the  mystery 
of  his  master's  toilette  than  Meriton,  the 
captain  was  soon  equipped  for  his  sodden 
expedition. 

During  the  time  he  was  dressmg,  he 
continued  to  put  hasty  questions  to  Men- 
ton,  concerning  the  cause  of  the  disturbonoe 
in  Tremont*street,  the  answers  to  whid 
only  served  to  throw  him  more  upon  tb< 
ocean  of  uncertainty  than  ever.  The  in- 
stant he  was  clad,  he  wrapped  himaelf 
his  cloak^  and  taking  the  arm  of  the  vale' 


he  BSBkysd  to  *fiad  ^<Ins "  wliyt lifarm^b '  the 
tempest  to  the 'k^'  whfll:tat>  he>  IvM  tfid 
Agnes  Donfarth  iMiwited  bb  appearance, 
TFith  a  ofaivtiryi Uiii  an  aifiotfafv  agepand 
under  different  circumstances^  would  ilare 
laade  him  a  harol '        ^  r  )•    .r       • 


...  > 
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CHAPTER  II. 


**  Prood  linetge !  now  bow  little  tboo  appetnst!" 

itfttir. 


NoTwiTHSTANDiKG  the  UDQSual  ahcrity 
with  which  Polwarth  obeyed  the  unex- 
pected summons  of  the  capricious  being 
whose  favour  he  had  so  long  coarted,  with 
so  little  apparent  success,  he  Ungered  m 
his  steps  as  he  approached  near  enough  to 
the  house  in  Tremont-street^  to  witness 
the  glancing  lights  which  flitted  before  the 
windows.     On  the  threshold  be  stopped, 
and  listened  to  the  opening  and  shutting 
of  doors,  and  all  those  marked^  and  yet 
stifled  sounds  which  are  wont  to  succeed 
a  visit  of  the  grim  monarch  to  the  dwell- 
ings of  the  sick.   His  rap  was  unanswered. 
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aud  lie  was  compelled  to  order  Meriton  to^ 
show  him  into  the  little  parlour  wherebe  had 
so  often  been  a  guest,  under  more  propiti- 
ous circumstances.     Here  he  found  Agnes, 
awaiting  his  appearance  with  a  gravity,  if 
not  sadness  of  demeanour,  that  instantly 
put  to  flight  certain   complimentary  effu- 
sions with  which  the  captain  had  deter- 
mined to  open  the  interview,  in  order  to 
follow  up,  in  the  true  temper  of  a  soldier, 
the  small  advantage  he  conceived  he  had 
obtained  in  the  good  opinion  of  his  mis- 
tress.    A  Itering  the  exulting  expression  of 
his  features,  with  his  first  glance  at  the 
couDtennnce  of  Miss  Danforth,  Polwarth 
paid  his  compliments  in  a  manner  better 
suited  to  the  state  of  the  family,  and  de- 
sired to  know  if  in  any  manner  he  could 
contribute  to  their  comfort  or  relief. 

^^  Death  has  been  among  us,  captaiii 
Polwarth,"  said  Agnes,  **  and  his  visit  has, 
indeed,  been  sudden  and  unexpected.  To 
xdd  to  our  embarrassment,  Major  Lincoln 
is  missing !'' 

As  she  concluded,  Agnes  fastened  her 
yesr  on   the  face  of  the  other,  as  though 
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she  would  require  an  explanation  of  the 
unaoqpuntable  abaence  of  the  bridegroom. 

^*  Lionel  Linooln  is  not  a  man  to  fly, 
beeause  death  approaches/'  returned  the 
oaptain^  musipg :  ^^  and  less  should  I  sua- 
p^ct  him  of  deserting^  in  her  distres,  od9 
like  the  lovely  creature  he  has  married. 
Perhaps  he  has  gone  in  quest  of  medical 
ajd  ?'* 

^^  It  cannot  be,  I  have  gathered  from 
the  broken  sentences  of  Cecil,  that  he,  and 
spme  third  person,  to  me  unknown,  were 
last  with  my  aunt>  and  must  have  been 
present  at  her  death  ;  for  the  faipfi  was 
eovere4r    I  found  the  bride  in  the  room 
which  Lionel    has  lately  occupied — the 
doors  open,   and    with    indications  that 
he  and  his  unknown  companion  had  left 
the  hou^e  by ^  the   private   stairs,  which 
Hiommunicate  with  the  western  door.     As 
my  cousin  speaks  but  little,  all  other  <^ue 
to  the  movements  of  her  husband  is  lost, 
unless  this  ornament^  which  I  found  glit 
tering  among  the  embers  of  the  fire^  mav 
Mrve  for  such  a  purpose.    It  is,  I  believe 
a  soldier's  gorget  ?'' 
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^^  It  IB f  indeed  ;  and  it  would  seem  the 
wearer  has  been  in  some  jeopardy^  by  this^ 
buIIet-hole  through  its  oenti'e.  By  beaiwns ! 
'tis  that  of  M'Fuse !— Here  is  the  18th  en- 
graved;  and  I  know  these  little  mairks 
wbieh  the  poor  fellow  was  acoustomed  to 
make  on  it  at  every  battle ;  for  he  never 
failed  to  wear  the  bauble.  The  last  was- 
t&e  saddest  record  of  them  all !" 

^'  In  what  manner^  then,  could  it  be 
conveyed  into  the  apartment  of  jMajor 
Lincoln  ?     Is  it  possible  that — " 

"  In  what  manner,  truly !"  interrupted 
Polwartb,  rising  in  his  agitation,  and  be* 
ginning  to  pace  the  room,  in  the  best  mannev 
his  mutilated   condition  would  allow  — 
'*  Poor  Dennis !  that  I  should  find  such  a 
relio  of  tby  end,  at  last  I  You  did  not  know 
Dennis,  I  believe.  He  was  a  man,  fair  Ag- 
nes, every  way  adapted  by  nature  for  a  sol- 
dier.    His  was  the  form  of  Hercules !  The 
heart   of  a  lion,  and  the   digestion  of  an 
ostrich  !  But  he  could  not  master  this  cruel 
ead  I  He  is  dead,  poor  fellow,  he  is  dead  I'' 
^  ^  Still  you  find  no  clue  in  the  gorget  by 
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which    to   trace  the  living  ?'*    demanded 
Agnes. 

<^  Ha  !*'  exclaimed  Polwarth,  starting** 
^^  I  think  I  begin  to  see  into  the  myftery  I 
The  fellow  who  could  slay  the  man  with 
whom  he  had  eaten  and  drunk^  might  easily 
rob  the  dead !  You  found  the  gorget  near 
the  fire  of  Major  Lincoln's  room^  say  you 
fair  Agnes  ?" 

^^  In  the  embers,  as  if  cast  there  for 
concealment,  or  dropped  in  some  suddoi 
strait." 

"  I  have  it — I  have  it,"  returned  M- 
warth,  striking  his  hands  together,  and 
speaking  through  his  teeth — *^  'twas  that 
dog  who  murdered  him,  and  justice  Aa& 
now  take  its  swing — ^fool  or  no  fool,  he 
shall  be  hung  up  like  jerked  beef,  to  dry  in 
the  winds  of  heaven !" 

<*  Of  whom  speak  yoa,  Pol warth,  with 
that  threatening  air  V'  inquired  Agnes,  in 
a  soothing  voice,  of  which,  like  the  rest 
of  her  sex,  she  well  knew  not  only  the 
power,  but  when  to  exercise  it. 

**  Of  a  canting,  hypocritical,  misoreant. 


LIONEL   LINCOLN.  29 

who  18  called  Job  Pray— a  fellow  with  no 
more  conscience  than  brains,  nor  any  more 
brains  than  honesty.  An  ungainly  villain; 
who  will  eat  of  your  table  to-day,  and  put 
the  same  knife  that  administered  to  his 
hunger  to  your  throat  to-morow !  It  was 
such  a  dog  that  butchered  the  glory  of 
Erin!" 

'^  It  must  have  been  in  open  battle , 
then,''  said  Agnes ;  ^^  for  though  wanting 
in  reason.  Job  has  been  reared  in  the 
knowledge  of  good  and  evil.  The  child 
murt  be  strongly  stamjied  with  the  wrath 
of  God,  indeed,  for  whom  some  effort 
IS  not  made  by  a  Boston  mother  to  recover 
hitf  part  in  the  great  atonement !" 

^^  He,  then,  is  an  exception ;  for  surely 
no  Christian  will  join  you  in  the  great 
natural  pursuit  of  eating  at  one  moment,  and 
turn  his  fangs  on  a  comrade  at  the  next." 
^^  But  what  has  all  this  to  do  with  the 
absent  bridegroom  ?" 

'*  It  proves  that  Job  Pray  has  been  in 
lis  room  since  the  fire  was  replenished,  or 
ome  other  than  you  would  have  found 
ho  g'orget." 


^^  It  proves  a  singular  association,  truly, 
"between  Major  Lincoln  and  the  simple- 
ton," said  Agnes,  musing ;  ^*  but  stiD  it 
throws  no  light  on  his  disappeamoe. 
^Twas  an  old  'man  that  my  cousin  men- 
tioned in  her  unconnected  sentence ! 

**  My  life  on  it,  fair  Agnes,  that  if 
Major  Lincoln  has  left  the  house  mysteri- 
ously to-night,  it  is  uhder  the  guidance 
cff  that  wretch  !-^I  tave  known  them  to- 
gether in  council  more  than  once,  before 
*his/' 

^'  Then,  if  he  he  weak  enough  to  forsake 
such  a  woman  as  my  cousin,  at  the  insti- 
*gation  of  a  fool,  he  is  unworthy  of  anot\)^^ 
thought !" 

Agnes  coloured  as  she  spoke,  and  turned 
the  conversation,  with  a  manner  thai 
denoted  hew  deeply  she  resented  tfa^  sKgi? 
to  Cecil. 

The  peculiar  situation  of  the  to^ven^  an 
the  absence  of  all  her  own  male  rekttirf 
soon  induced  Miss  Danforth  to  listen 
the  reiterated  offers  of  service  from  t 
imptaih ,  and  finally  to  accept  them .  Tlv 
conference  was  long  and  confidenfcin\  ;  ^ 
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iid  Polwarth  retire    until    his   footsteps 
were  assisted    by  the    dull  light  of  the 
approaching  day.     When  he  left  the  housfe 
to  retoi*n  to  his  own  quarters,  no  tidings 
bad  been  heard  of  Lionel,  whose  inten* 
tional  absenee  was  now  so  cdrtiEiin^  thfit 
the  captain  proceeded  to  give  his  orders 
for  the  ftineral  of  the  deceased,  without 
any  farther  delay.      He    had    canvassed 
with  Agnes  the  propriety  of  every  arrange* 
ment  so  folly,  thfilt  he  was  at  no  loss  how 
to  conduct  himself.     It  had  been  deter- 
mined between  ^hem  thtitthe  state  of  the 
siege^  as  well    ds  oeirtain  indications  of 
Dioveinents  which  were  already  making 
in  the  garrison,  rendered  it  inexpedient  to 
delay  the  obsequies  a  moment  longer  than 
was  required  by  the  unavoidable  'prepa- 
ratiomr. 

Accordingly,  the  Lechmere  vault,  in 
ibe  churob-yard  of  the  '  King's  Chapel/ 
vas  directed  to  be  opened,  and  the  vain 
rappiSags  in  which  the  dead  are  usually 
Bsbrouded,  were  provided.  The  same 
lergyman  who  had  so  lately  pronounced 
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the  nuptial  benediction  over  the  cfaiU, 
was  now  required  to  perform  the  laat 
melancholy  offices  of  the  church  over  the 
.parent^  and  the  invitations  to  the  few 
friends  of  the. family  who  remained  in  the 
place  were  duly  issued,  in  suitable  form. 

By  the  time  the  sun  had  fallen  near  the 
amphitheatre  of  hills,  along  whose  creiti 
were,  here  and  there,  to  be  seen  the  works 
.of  the   indefatigable   men   wbo  held  the 
place   in  leaguer,  the  brief  preparatioai 
for  the  interment  of  .the  deceased  were 
•completed.      The    prophetical    words  of 
Ralph  were  now  fulfilled,  and,  accoidiDg 
to  the  custom  of  the  province,  the  doors 
of  one  of   its  proudest  dwellings   were 
thrown  open  for  all  who  choose,  to  enter 
and  depart  at  will.      The  funeral  train, 
though  respectable,  was  far  from  extending 
to  that  display  of  solemn  countenances 
which  Boston  in  its  peace  and  pride  would 
not  have  failed  to  exhibit  on  any  similar 
occasion.     A  few  of  the  oldest  and  mosi 
respected  of.  the  inhabitants,^  who  were 
distantly  connected. by. Uood,  or  alliances 
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with  the  deceased^  attended  ;  but  there 
had  been  nothing .  in  the  oold  and  selfish 
character  of  Mrs.  Lechmere  to  gather 
the  poor  and  dependant  in  sorrowing 
groups  around  her  funeral  rites.  The 
passage  of  the  body,  from  its  late  dwelling 
to  the  tomb,  was  quiet,  decent  and  impres- 
sive,  but  entirely  without  any  demon- 
strations of  grief.  Cecil  had  buried  herself 
and  her  sorrows,  together,  in  the  privacy 
of  her  own  room,  and  none  of  the  more 
distant  relatives  who  had  collected,  male 
or  female,  appeared  to  find  it  at  all  diffi- 
cult to  restrain  their  feelings  within  the 
bounds  of  the  most  rigid  decorum. 

Dr.  Liturgy  received  the  body,  as  usual, 
on  the  threshold  of  the  sacred  edifice,  and 
the  same  solemn  and  affecting  language 
was  uttered  over  the  dead,  as  if  she  had 
departed  soothed  by  the  most  cheerful 
visions  of  an  assured  faith.  As  the  service 
proceeded,  the  citizens  clustered  about 
the  coffin,  in  deep  attention,  in  admira- 
tion of  the  unwonted  tremor  and  solemnity 
that  bad  crept  into  the  voice  of  the  priest. 
Among  this  little  collection  of  the  in- 
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bfd[>itaiit8  of  tke  oolday,  were  intenipened 
a  few  tnen  in  the  military  dress,  who, 
having  kaown  tbe  family  of  the  deeded 
in  more  settled  times,  had  not  foirgottea 
to  pay  the  last  tribute  to  the  memory  of 
one  of  its  dead. 

When  the  short  service  was  ended,  the 
body  was  raised  on  the  shoulders  of  the 
attendants,  and  borne  into  the  yard,  to  its 
place  of  final   rest.      At  such  a  faneral 
where  few  mourned,  and  none  wept,  no 
unnecessary  delay  would  be  made  in  d»H 
posing  of  the  melancholy  relics  of  mor- 
tality.    In    a   very   few    moments,  the 
narrow   tenement   which    contained   the 
festering  remains  of  one  who  had  so  lately 
harboured  such  floods  of  human  pasuon, 
was  lowered  from  the  light  of  day,  and 
the  body  was  left  to  moulder  by  the  side 
of  those  which  had  gone   before  to  the 
darkness  of  the  t0^b«     Perihaps  of  all  who 
witnessed  the  descent  of  the  oofBbo,  Pol- 
warth  alone,  through  that  chain  of  sym- 
pathies whi^  bound  him  to  the  caprioe  of 
Agnes,  felt  any  emotion  at  all  in  conso* 
umoe  with  the  solemn  scene.    The  obae- 
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qofefi  of  thb  dead  trere,  like  the  living 
character  of  the  woman,  cold^  formal,  and 
artificial*     The  sexton  and  his  assistants 
bad  hardly  commenced  replacing  the  stone 
which  covered  the  entrance  of  the  vault, 
when  a  knot  of  elderly  men  set  the  example 
of  desertion,  by  moving  away  in  a  body 
from  the  spot.     As  the^  picked  their  foot- 
steps among   the   graves,   and    over  the 
frozen  gpround  of  the  church-yard,  they 
discoursed  idly  together,  of  the  fortunes 
and  age  of  the  woman,  of  whom  they  had 
now  taken  their  leave  for  ever.    The  curse 
of  selfishness  appeared  even  to  have  fallen 
on  the  warning  which  so  sudden  an  end 
should  have  given  to  those  who  forgot 
they  tottered  on  the  brink  of  the  grave. 
They  spoke  of  the  deceased  as  of  one  who 
had  failed  to  awaken  the  charities  of  our 
nature,  and  though  several  ventured  their 
conjectures  as  to  the  manner  in  which  she 
had  disposed  of  her  worldly  possessions, 
not  one  remembered  to  lament  that  she 
had  continued  no  longer  to  enjoy  them* 
From  this  theme  ihey  soon  wandered  to 
themselves,  and  the  whole  party  quitted. 
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the  ohurch-y ard,  joking  each  other  on  Um 
inroads  of  time^  each  man  attempting  to 
ape  the  elastic  tread  of  youth,  in  order  not 
only  tp  conceal  from  his  companions  tlw 
ravages  of  age,  but  with  a  rain  desire  to 
extend  the  artifice  so  far,  if  possible,  as  to 
deceive,  himself. 

When  the  seniors  of  the  party  withdrew, 
the  remainder  of  the  spectators  did  not 
hesitate  to  follow,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
Polwarth  found   himself  standing  beforv 
the  vault,  with  only  two  others  of  all  those 
who  had  attended  the  body.     The  captain 
who  had  been  at  no  little  expense  of  time 
and    trouble    to    maintain   the  decencies 
which  became  a  near  friend  of  the  family 
of  the  deceased,  stood  a  minute  longer  to 
permit  these  lingering  followers  to  retire 
also,  before  he  turned  his  own  back  on  the 
place  of  the  dead.     But  perceiving  they 
both  maintained  their  posts^  in  silent  atten- 
tion, he  raised  his  eyes,  more  curiottsly,  to 
examine  who  these  loiterers  might  be. 

The  one  nearest  to  himself  was  a  man, 
whose  dress  and  air  bespoke  him  to  be  of 
no  very  exalted  rank  in  life,  while  the 
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other  was  a  woman  of  even  an  inferior 
condition,  if  an  opinion  might  be  formed 
from  the  sqwlid  misery  that  was  exhibited 
in  her  attire.  A  little  fatigued  with  the 
arduous  labours  of  the  day,  and  of  the 
duties  of  the  unusual  office  he  had  assumed, 
the  worthy  captain  touched  his  hat,  with 
studied  decorum,  and  said — 

'^I  thank  you,.good  people,  for  this  mark 
of  respect  to  the  memory  of  my  deceased 
friend  ;  but  as  *we  have  performed  all  that 
can  now  be  done  in  her  behalf,  we  will 
retire." 

Apparently  encouraged  by  the  easy  and 
courteous  manner  of  Polwarth,  the  man 
approached  still  nigher,  and  after  bowing 
with  much  respect,  ventured  to  say* — 

'*  They  tell  me  'tis  the  funeral  of  Madam 
Lechmere  that  I  have  witnessed  V*  * 
.  "  They  tell  you  true,  sir,"  returned  the 
captain^  beginning  slowly  to  pick  his  way 
towards  the  gate'^  '^  of  Mrs.  Priscilla,  the 
relict  of  Mr.  John  Lechmere — a  lady  of  a 
creditable  descent,  and  I  think  it  will  not 
be  denied  that  she  has  had  honourable 
ioterment  !'* 
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If  it  be  the  lady  I  sappose/'  conthraed 
the  stranger,  ^*she  is  of  an  h<)noafaUe 
descent  indeed.  Fler  tnaiden  name  was 
Lincoln,  and  she  is  aunt  to  the  greet 
Devonshire  Baronet  of  that  family." 

^*  How !  know  you  the  Lincolns?"  ex- 
claimed Polwarth,  stopping  short,  and 
turning  to  examine  the  other  with  a 
stricter  eye.  Perceivings  however,  tbat 
the  stranger  was  a  man  of  harsh  and  peca* 
liarly  forbidden  features,  in  the  vulgar 
dress  already  mentioned,  he  muttered— 
*^  you  may  have  heard  of  them,  friend,  bat 
I  should  doubt  whether  your  intimacy 
could  amount  to  such  wholesome  lami* 
liarities  as  eating  and  drinking/' 

^'  Stronger  intimacies  thim  that,  air, 
are  sometimes  brought  about  between 
men  who  were  bom  to  very  difierent 
fortunes,''  returned  the  stranger,  with  a 
peculiarly  sarcastic  and  ambiguooa  mile, 
which  meant  more  than  met  the  eye — '*  but 
all  who  know  the  Lincolns,  sir,  will  allow 
their  claima  to  distinction.  If  this  lady 
was  one  of  them,  she  had  reason  to  be 
proud  of  her  blood.'* 
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*^Ay^  you  are  not  tainted,  I  see,  #ith 
these  revolutionary  notions,   my  friend,'' 
returned  Polvrarth;  "she  waa  also  con- 
nected with  a  very  good  sort  of  a  family  in 
this  colony,    called   the   Danforths — ^you 
know  the  Danforths  ?'' 
"NotatalI,sir,  I— " 
"  Not  know  the  Danforths  !*'  exclaimed 
Polwarth,  on<$e  more  stopping  to  bestow  a 
freer  scrutiny  on  his  companion.     After  a 
short  pause,  however,  he  nodded  his  head, 
in  approbation  of  his  own  conclusions,  and 
added — ^*  No,  no — I  am  wrong — I  see  you 
could  not  have  known  much  of  the  Dan- 
forths!" 

The  stranger  appeared  quite  willing 
to  overlook  the  cavalier  treatment  he 
received^  for  he  continued  to  attend  the 
difficult  footsteps  of  the  maimed  soldlei^^ 
with  the  same  respectful  deference  as 
before. 

'^  I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  Danforths^ 
it  is  true/^  he  answered,  "  but  I  may  boast 
of  some  Intimacy  with  the  family  of  Lin- 
coln*" 

*«  Would  to  God,  then,*'  cried  Polwarth, 
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in  a  sort  of  soliloquy,  which  escaped  him  in 
the  fullness  of  his  heart,  *^  you  could  tell  v 
.what  has  become  of  its  heir  T' 

The  stranger  stopped  short  in  his  turn, 
and  exclaimed — 

^^  Is  he  not  serving  with  the  army  of  the 
king,  against  this  rebellion!  Is  he  not 
here  ?" 

*<  He  is  here,  or  he  is  there,  or  he  is  anj 
where ;  I  tell  you  he  is  lost." 

^^  He  is  lost !"  echoed  the  other. 

^^  Lost !"  repeated  a  humble  female 
voice,  at  the  very  elbow  of  the  captain. 

This  singular  repetition  of  his  own  lan- 
guage, aroused  Polwarth  from  the  abstrac- 
tion into  which  he  had  suffered  himself  to 
fall.  In  his  course  from  the  vault  to  Ui« 
churchyard  gate,  he  had  unconsciously  ap- 
proached the  woman  before-mentioned,  ainl 
when  he  turned  at  the  sounds  of  her  voice 
his  eyes  fell  full  upon  her  anxious  cons- 
{enance.  The  very  first  glance  was  enoogh 
to  tell  the  observant  captain,  that  in  th« 
midst  of  her  poverty  and  rag^,  he  saw  (hi 
broken  remains  of  great  female  beauty. 
Her  dark  and  intelligent  eyes,  set  as  the? 
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Were  in  a  sallow  and  sanken  countenance, 

still  retained  much  of  the  brightness,  if  not 

of  the  softness  and  peace  of  youth.    The 

contour   of  her   face    was   also  striking, 

thougi^  she  might  be  said  to  resemble  one 

whose  loveliness  had  long  since  departed 

with  her  innocence.     But  the  gallantry  of 

Polwarth  was  proof  even  against  the  un« 

equivocal  signs  of  misery,  if  not  of  guilt, 

which  were  so  easily  to  be  traced  in  her 

appearance,  and  he  respected  even   the 

remnants  of  female  charms  whk^twere  yet 

visible  amid  such  a  mass  of  unseemliness, 

to  regard   them  with  an  unfriendly  eye. 

•Apparently  encouraged  by  the  kind  look 

of  the  captain,  the  woman  ventured  to 

add— 

^^  Did  I  hear  aright,  sir  ;  said  you  that 
Major  liincoln  was  lost  V* 

^  I  am  afraid,  good  woman,"  returned 
ibe  captain,  leaning  on  the  iron-shod  stick, 
with  which  he  was  wont  to  protect  his 
botsteps  along  the  icy  streets  of  Boston — 
'  that  this  siege  has,  in  your  case,  proved 
inusaally  severe.  If  I  am  not  mistaken 
3  a  matter  in  which  I  profess  to  know 
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much^  liatare  is  n^  evtpfottbd  as  nature 
should  be.  You  would  ask  for  food,  and 
God  forbid  that  I  should  deny  a  feUow- 
creature  a  morsel  of  that  which  constitutes 
both  the  Med  and  the  fruits  of  life.  Here 
is  -liioney." 

The  muscles  of  the  attenuated  oolInt^ 
-DMK^  of  the  woman  worked  with  a  sadcteo 
convulsive  motion,  and,  for  a  moment,  she 
glanced  hetr  eyeB  wistfully  towards  )os 
silver,  but  a  slight  flush  passing  qttiekiy 
over  her  pallid  features,  she  answered— 

^^  Whatever  may  be  my  wants  and  07 
suffering,  I  thank  my  God  that  he  fas 
not  levelled  me  with  the  beggar  of  the 
-streets.  Before  that  evil  day  dmll  oome, 
may  I  find  a  place  amongst  these  frcMsea 
hillocks  where  we  stand.  But,  I  beg  par- 
don, sir,  I  thought  I  heard  you  speak  of 
Major  Lincdn.'' 

^^  I  did — and  what  of  him  ?  Imkl  he 
was  lost,  nnd  it  is  true,  if  that  be  lost 
which  Cannot  be  found." 

*'  And  did  Madam  Iieichmwe  take  her 
leave  before  he  was  missing  V^  anked  ibc 
woman,  advancing  ^  step  nearer  to  Pol 
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varthy   in    her    intense    anxiety    to    be 
answered. 

'^Do  you  think,  good  woman,  that  a 
gentleman  of  Major  Lincoln's  notion  of 
Hiiuga,  would  disappear  after  the  decease 
of  his  relative,  and  leave  a  comparative 
stranger  to  fill  the  oflBce  of  principal 
monmer  I'* 

*'  The  Lord  forgive  us  all  our  sins  and 
wickedness !"  muttered  the  woman  draw- 
ing the  shreds  of  her  tattered  cloak  about 
her  shivering  form,  and  hastening  silently 
away  into  the  depths  of  the  grave-yard. 
Polwarth  regarded  her  unceremonious 
departure  for  a  moment  in  surprise,  and 
then  turning  to  his  remaining  companion, 
he  remarked — 

^  That  woman  is  unsettled  in  her  reason, 
for  the  want  of  wholesome  nutriment.  It 
ii  jost  as  impossible  to  retain  the  powers  of 
the  mind^  and  neglect  the  stomach,  as  it  is 
to  expect  a  truant  boy  will  make  a  learned 
man/'  By  this  time  the  worthy  captain 
bad  forgotten  whom  it  was  he  addressed, 
md  he  cotltinued,  in  his  usual  philosophic 
(train,   ^*  children  are   sent  to  school   to 
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learn  all  useful  inventions  but  tbat  of 
eating;  for  to  eat — that  is  to  eat  vilb 
judgment,  is  as  much  of  an  invention  as 
any  other  discovery.  Every  mouthful  ft 
man  swallows  baa  to  undergo  four  impor- 
tant operations,  each  of  which  may  be 
called  a  crisis  in  the  human  constitution.'' 

**^Suffer  me  to  help  you  over  this  graver 
said  the  other^  oflBciou^ly  offering  his  assist- 
ance. 

'*  I  thank  you,  sir,  I  thank  yoo — 'tisa 
•  sad  commentary  on  my  words  T  returned 
the  captain,  with  o  melancholy  smile. 
^^  The  time  has  been  when  I  served  in  the 
light  corps,  but  your  men  in  unequal 
quantities  are  good  for  little  else  bat  garri- 
sons !  As  I  was  saying,  there  is  first,  tbe 
selection  ;  second,  mastication  ;  tbir^. 
deglutition ;  and  lastly,  the  digestion/ 

^'  Quite  true,  sir,"  said  the  stranger,  a 
little  abruptly ;  ^^  thin  diet  and  light  m 
are  best  for  the  brain." 

^  Thin  diet  and  light  meals,  sir,  are  g 
for  nothing  but  to  rear  dwarfs  and  idiots 
returned  the    captain,   with    some    beat. 

I  repeat  to  you,  sir — " 


£( 
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He  was  interrapted  by  the  stranger, 
who  suddenly  smothered  a  dissertation  on 
the  connexion  between  the  material  and 
immaterial,  by  asking — 

^'  If  the  heir  of  such  a  family  be  lost,  is 
there  none  to  see  that  he  is  found  again  V^ 

Polwarth  finding  himself  thus  checked 
n  the  very  opening  of  his  theme,  stopped 
i^in,  and  stared  the  other  full  in  the  face 
or  a  moment,  without  making  any  reply, 
lis  kind  feeling,  however,  got  the  better 
f  his  displeasure,  and  yielding  to  the 
iterest  he  felt  in  the  fate  of  Lionel,  he 
iswered — 

^'  I  would  go  all  lengths,  and  incur  every 
izard  to  do  him  service !" 

^^  Then,  sir,  accident  has  brought  those 
gether  who  are  willing  to  engage  in  the 
me  undertaking!  I,  too,  will  do  my 
most     to  discover  him!     I  have  heard- 

has  friends  in  this  province.     Has  he 

connexion  to  whom  he  may  apply  for 
eJligence?" 

'  None  nearer  than  a  wife.*' 
*  A    'wife !"  repeated  the  other,  in  sur- 
>*  is  he  then  married  ?" 


46  LIONEL  LINCOLN. 

A  long  pause  ensued,  during  which  the 
stranger  mused  deeply,  and  Polwsrth 
bestowed  a  still  more  searching  scrutiny 
than  ever  on  his  companion.  It  would 
appear  that  the  result  was.  not  satisfiGMstoTy 
to  the  captain,  for  shaking  his  head,  in  no 
very  equivocal  manner,  he  resumed  the 
task  of  picking  his  way  among  the  gnTes^ 
towards  the  gate,  with  renewed  diligmoe. 
He  was  in  the  act  of  seating  himself  in  the 
pung,  when  the  stranger  again  stood  at 
his  elbow,  and  said — 

'^  If  I  knew  where  to  find  bis  wife,  I 
would  offer  my  services  to  the  lady  ?" 

Polwarth  pointed  to  the  building  of 
which  Cecil  was  now  the  mistress,  and 
answered,  somewhat  superciliously,  as  he 
drove  away — 

^'  She  is  there,  my  good  friend^  but  your 
application  will  be  useless  I" 

The  stranger  received  the  direction  in  an 
understanding  manner,  and  smiled  with 
satisfied  confidence  while  he  took  the 
opposite  route  from  that  by  wki^  the 
busy  equipage  of  the  captain  had  ahread,"^ 
disappeared. 


CHAPTER  III. 

*'  Up  Fiib.itreei!  downSaiot  Magnw'  corner ! 
''  Kill  and  knock  down !    Thiov  them  into  Tbamet  I— 
'*  What  noise  is  this  I  bear?    Dare  any  be  so  bold  to  sound* 
^'Hetreaf  or  pariey;  wlien  I  command  tbem  kiU?" 

King  Henry  lfr\ 

It  was  rarely,  indeed,  that  the  equaU 
minded  Polwarth  undertook  an  adventure 
with  so  fell  an  intent,  as  wa3.  the  dispo- 
sition with  which  he  directed  the  head  of 
'be  hunter  to  be  turned  towards  the  dock- 
f9uare.  He  had  long  known  the  residence 
>f  Job  Pray,  and  often  in  parsing  from  his 
odgings,  near  the  common,  into  the  more 
ashionable  quarter  of  the  town^  the  good- 
latured  epicure  had  turned  his  head  to 
estow  a  nod  and  a  sniile  on  the  unsophis- 
icated  admirer  of  his  skill  in  the  culinary 
rt.  But  now,  as  the  pung  whirled  out  of 
V7ni-hill  into  the  well-known  area,  his  eye 
^11  on  the  low  and  gloomy  walls  of  the 
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warehouse  with  a  far  less  amicable  desagn. 
From  the  time  he  was  apprized  of  the  dis- 
appearance of  his  friend,  the  captain  bad 
been  industriously  ruminating  on  theanb. 
ject,  in  a  vain  wish  to  discover  any  pro- 
bable reason  that  might  induce  a  bride- 
groom to  adopt  so  hasty,  and  apparently, 
so  unjustifiable,  a  step  as  the  desertion  o( 
his  bride,  and  that,  too,    under  circttin- 
stances  of  such  peculiar  distress.     But  the 
more  he  reasoned  the  more  he  found  him- 
self involved    in    the    labyrinth  of  per- 
plexity, until  he  was  glad  to  seize  on  tbe 
slightest  clue  which  offered,  to  lead  him 
from  his  obscurity.     It  has  already  been 
seen  in  what  manner  he  received  iheintel* 
ligence  conveyed  through  the  gorget  of 
M^Fuse,  and  it  now  remains  for  us  to  sbo^r 
with  what  commendable  ingenuity  he  im- 
proved the  hint. 

It  had  always  been  a  matter  of  surpri»^ 
to  Polwarth,  that  a  man  like  Lionel  should 
tolerate  so  much  of  the  society  of  the  sim- 
pleton, nor  had  it  escaped  his  observatioo 
that  the  communications  between  the  twn 
were  a  little  concealed   under  a  shade  of 
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mystery.    He  had  overheard  the  foolish 
boast  of  the  lad,  the  preceding  day,  relative 
to  the  death  of  M*Fuse,  and  the  battered 
ornament,  in  conjunction  with  the  place 
where  it  was  found,  which  accorded  so 
well  with  his  grovelling  habits,  had  tended 
to  confirm  its  truth.      The  love  of  Pol- 
warth  for  the  grenadier  was  second  only 
to  bis  attachment  for  his  earlier  friend. 
The  one  had  avowedly  fallen,  and  he  soon 
began  to  suspect  that  the  other  had  been 
strangely  inveigled  from  his  duty  by  the 
agency  of  this  ill-gifted  changeling.     To 
conceive  an  opinion,  and  to  become  con- 
firmed in  its  justice,   were  results  gene- 
rally produced  by  the  same  operation  of 
the  mind,  with  this  disciple  of  animal  phi- 
lomphy.     Whilst  he  stood  near  the  tomb 
rif  the  Lechmeres,  in  the  important  cha- 
ncier of  chief  morner^  he  had  diligently 
-evolved  in  his  mind  the  brief  arguments 
vhich  be  found  necessary  to  this  conclu- 
ion.      The  arrangement  of  his  ideas  might 
K>ast  of  the  terseness  of  a  syllogism.     His 
proposition  and  inference  were  something 
s  follows — Job  murdered  M^Fuse ;  some 

VOL..  III.  D 
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great  evil  has  occurred  to  Lionel}   and 
therefore  Job  has  been  its  author. 

It  is  true,    there  was   a  good  deal  of 
intermediate  argument  to  support  this  de> 
duction,  at  which  the  captain  castan  ex- 
tremely  cursory  glmce,   but  which  the 
reader  may  easily  conceiTe,  if  at  all  gifted 
in  the  way  of  imagination .  It  would  re<piire 
no  undue  belief  of  the  connecticHi  between 
very  natural  effects  and  their  causes,  to 
show  that  Polwarth  was  not  entirely  un- 
reasonable in  suspecting  the  agency  of  the 
»^mpleton,  nor  in  harbouring  the  deep  and 
Intter  resentment  that  so  much  mischief, 
even  though  it  were  sustained  from  tbe 
band  of  a  fool,  was  likely  to  awaken.     Be 
that  as  it  may,  by  the  time  the  pui^  had 
reached  the  point  already  mentioned,  its 
rapid  motion,  which  accelerated  the  ordi- 
narily quiet  circulation  of  his  blood,  to- 
gether with  the  scene  through  which  he 
had  just  passed,  and  the  recollections  wUeh 
had  been  crowding  on  his  mind,  con^iied 
to  wind  up  his  resolution  to  a  very  obsti- 
nate pitch  of  determination.    Of  all  ks 
schemes,  embracing,  as  they  did,  coBBp«K 
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»on,  confession  and  punishment^  Job  Pray 
was,  of  Gourse,  destined  to  be  both  the 
subject  and  the  victim. 

The  shadows  of  evening^  were  already 
thrown  upon  the  town,  and  the  cold  had 
long  before  driven  the  few  dealers  in  meats 
and  vegetables^  who  continued  to  find 
daily  employment  around  the  ill-furnished 
shambles,  to  their  several  homes.  In 
their  stead  there  was  only  to  be  seen  a 
meagre  and  impoverished  follower  of  the 
camp,  stealing  along  the  shadows  of  the 
building,  with  her  half-famished  child,  as 
tbey  searched  among  the  offals  of  the 
market  for  some  neglected  morsel,  to  eke 
out  the  scanty  meal  of  the  night.  But 
while  the  common  mart  presented  this 
appearance  of  dullness  and  want,  the  lower 
part  of  the  square  exhibited  a  very  dif- 
ferent  aspect. 

The  warehouse  was  surrounded  by  a 
body  of  men  in  uniform,  whose  disorderly 
and  rapid  movements  proclaimed  at  once, 
to  the  experienced  eye  of  the  captain,  that 
they  were  engaged  in  a  scene  of  lawlesji 
violence.     Some    were    rushing  furiously 

B  2 
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into  the  buildings  armed  with  such  weapons 
as  the  street  first  offered  to  their  hands, 
while  others  returned,  filling  theairvitb 
their  threats  and  outcries.  A  constant 
current  of  eager  soldiers  was  setting  out  of 
the  dark  passages  in  the  neighbourhood  to- 
wards the  place,  and  every  window  of  the 
building  was  crowded  with  excited  wit- 
nesses,  who  clung  to  the  walls,  apparently 
animating  those  within  by  their  cheers  and 
applause. 

When  Polwarth  bade  Sheai-flint  pull  the 
reins,  he  caught   the  quick,    half-formed 
sentences  that  burst  from  the  rioters,  and 
even  before  he  was  able,  in  the  duskiness 
of  the  evening,  to  discover  the  facings  of 
their  uniform,  his  ear  detected  the  well 
knoHn  dialect  of  the  Royal  Irish.    The 
whole  truth  now  broke    upon  him  at  once, 
and  throwing  his  obese  person  from  the 
sleigh,  in  the  best  manner  he  was  able, 
he  hobbled  mto  the  throng,  with  a  singular 
compound  of  feeling,  which  owed  its  birth 
to  the  opposing  impulses,  of  a  thirst  for 
vengeance,  and  the  lingering  influence  oi 
his  natural  kindness,     Better  men  than  the 
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captain  have^  however,  lost  sight  of  their 
humanity,  under  those  fierce  sympathies 
that  are  awakened  in  moments  of  tumult 
and  violence.  By  the  time  he  had  forced 
his  person  into  the  large,  dark  apartment 
that  formed  the  main  building,  he  had,  in 
a  great  degree,  suffered  himself  to  be 
worked  into  a  sternness  of  purpose  which 
comported  very  ill  with  his  intelligence  and 
rank.  He  even  listened,  with  unaccount- 
able  pleasure,  to  the  threats  and  denuncia- 
tions which  filled  the  building;  until  he 
foresaw,  from  their  savage  nature,  there 
was  great  danger  that  one  half  of  his 
object,  the  discovery  of  Lionel,  was  likely 
to  be  frustrated  by  their  fulfilment.  Ani- 
mated anew  by  this  impression,  he  threw 
the  rioters  from  him  with  prodigious 
energy,  and  succeeded  in  gaining  a  posi- 
tion where  he  might  become  a  more  efii- 
cient  actor  in  the  fray. 

There  was  still  light  enough  to  discover 
Job  Pray  placed  in  the  centre  of  the  ware- 
house, on  his  miserable  bed^  in  an  attitude 
between   lying  and    sitting.      While  his 
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bodily  condition   seemed   to    require  the 
former  position,  his  fears  had  induced  him 
to  attempt  the   latter.      The   large,  red 
blotches  which   covered    his    unmeaning 
countenance,  and  his  flushed  eye-balls,  too 
plainly  announced   that   the  unfortamte 
young  man,  in  addition  to  having  become 
the  object  of  the  wrath  of  a  lawless  nob; 
was  a  prey  to  the  ravages  of  that  foul  dis- 
order which  had  long  before  lighted  on  tke 
town.      Around   this  squalid    subject  of 
poverty  and  disease,  a  few  of  the  hinliert 
of  the  rioters^  chiefly  the  surviving  gresa- 
diers  of  the  iSth,  bad  gathered ;  while  the 
less  osecited,  or  more  timid  among  theDj 
practised  their  means  of  annoyance  at » 
greater  distance  from  the  mai%n  atmo- 
sphere of  the  distemper.     The  bruised  and 
bloody  person  of  the  simj^eton  manifested 
how  much  he  had  already  suffered  firoD 
the  hands  of  his  tormentors,  who  happily 
possessed  no  very  fatal  weapons,  or  the 
scene  would  have  been  much  earlier  tenai- 
nated.     Notwithstanding  his  great  bodilj 
debility^  and  the   pressing  dangers  that 
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beaet  him  on  every  «de.  Job  oontinued  to 
face  his  assailants  with  a  sort  of  stapid 
endurance  of  the  pains  they  inflicted. 

At  the  sight  of  this  revolting  spectacle, 
the  heart  of  Polwarth  began  greatly  to  re- 
lent, and  he  endeavoured  to  make  himself 
heard,  in  the  clamour  of  fifty  voices.  But 
his  presence  was  unheeded,  for  his  remon- 
strances were  uttered  to  ignorant  men, 
wildly  bent  on  vengeance. 

^  Pul  the  baist  from  his  rags !''  cried 
one — ^  'tis  not  a  hunaan  man,  but  a  divii's 
imp,  in  the  shape  of  a  fellow  cratur  I" 

^  For  such  as  him  to  murder  the  flower 

of  the  British  army  P'  said  another — *^  his 

mall-pox  is  nothing  but  a  foul  invintion 

of  the  ould  one,  to  save  him  from  his 

daisarrevings !" 

^^  Would  any  but  a  devil  invent  such  a 
disorder  at  all  I"  interrupted  a  third,  who, 
even  in  his  anger,  could  not  forget  his 
humour.  ''  Have  a  care,  b'ys,  he  may 
give  it  to  the  whole  family  the  naat'ral 
way,  to  save  the  charges  of  the  inocu- 
lation r 

'^  Have  done  wid  y  e'r  foolery,  Terence,'* 
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returned  the  first ;  ^'  would  ye  trifle  about 
death,  and  his  unrevenged !  Put  a  coal 
into  his  filth,  b'ys,  and  burren  it  and  him  in 
the  same  bonfire !" 

'''  A  coal !  a  coal !  a  brand  for  the  devils 
burning  !**  echoed  twenty  soldiers,  eagerly 
listening,  in  the  madness  of  their  fury,  to 
the  barbarous  advice. 

Polwarth  again  exerted  himself,  though 
unsuccessfully,  to  be  heard ;  nor  wai  it 
until  a  dozen  voices  proclaimed,  in  disap 
pointment,  that  the  house  contained 
neither  fire  nor  fiiel,  that  the  sudden  com- 
motion in  the  least  subsided. 

"  Out  of  the  way !  out  of  the  way  wid 
ye !"  roared  one  of  gigantic  mould,  whose 
heavy  nature  had,  like  an  overcharged 
volcano,  been  slowly  wrought  up  to  the 
eve  of  a  fearful  eruption — **  Here  is  fire  to 
destroy  a  salamander !  Be  he  devil  or  be 
he  saint,  he  has  great  need  of  his  prayers!'* 

As  he  spoke,  the  fellow  levelled  a 
musket,  and  another  instant  would  have 
decided  the  fate  of  Job,  who  cowered  be- 
fore  the  danger  with  instinctive  dread,  had 
not  Polwarth  beat  up  the  piece  with  bis 
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cane,  and  interposed   his  body  between 
them. 

"  Hold  your  fire,  brave  grenadier/'  he 
mdy  warily  adopting  a  middle  course 
between  the  language  of  authority  and 
that  of  counsel.  ^'  This  is  hasty  and  un- 
soldier-like.  I  knew,  and  loved  your  late 
commander  well ;  let  us  obtain  the  con- 
fessions of  the  lad  before  we  proceed  to 
punishment — ^there  may  be  others  more 
guilty  than  he." 

The  men  regarded  the  unexpected  in* 
t ruder  with  such  furious  aspects  as. augured 
ill  of  their  deference  for  his  advice  and 
station.     *'  Blood  for  blood/'  passed  from 
mouth  to  mouth,  in  low,  sullen  mutterings, 
and  the  short  pause  which  had  succeeded 
bis  appearance  was  already  broken  by  still 
less  equivocal  marks  of  hostility,  when, 
happily  for  Polwarth,  he  was  recognised, 
through  the  twilight,  by  a  veteran  of  the 
grenadiers,  as  one  of  the  former  intimates 
of  M'Fuse.    The  instant  the  soldier  com- 
municated this  discovery  to  his  fellows,  tl)e 
growing  uproar  again  subsided,  and  the 

D  3 
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captain  wae  relieved  from  no  small  bodily 
terror^  by  hearing  his  own  name  paanug 
among  tbem^  coupled  with  such  amicable 
additions  ub,  ^JUs  odd  fri'nd !"  **  an  oiB* 
sber  of  the  Ught  troops"— «'  he  that  the 
ribbils  maMiored  of  a  leg  !^  Ac  As  sooa 
as  this  explanatioa  was  generally  under- 
stood, his  ears  were  greeted  with  a  bont 
from  every  mouth,  of — 

^^  Hurrah  1  for  captain  PoUywarreth ! 
His  fri'nd !  the  brave  captain  PoUy- 
warreth !" 

Pleased  with  his  success,  and  secr^y 
gratified  by  the  commendations  that  were 
now  freely  lavished  on  himself,  with 
characteristic  liberality,  the  mediator  im* 
proved  the  slight  advantage  he  had  ob> 
tained,  by  again  addressing  them. 

'^  I  thank  you,  for  your  good  opinioD, 
my  friends,''  he  added,  ''  and  must  ae* 
knowledge  it  is  entirely  mutual.  I  love 
the  Royal  Irish,  on  accoant  of  one  that  I 
well  knew,  and  greatly  esteemed,  and  who 
I  fear  was  murdered  in  defiance  of  all  the 
rules  of  war." 
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'^  Hear  ye  that,  Dennis  t  murdered  !" 
'^  Blood  for  blood !"  muttered  three  or 
four  surly  voiees  at  onoe, 

'^  Let  U8  be  deliberate^  that  we  may  be 
jttflt^  and  just  that  our  vengeance  may  be 
awful/'  Polwarth  quickly  answered,  fearful 
that  if  the  torrent  once  more  broke  loose, 
it  would  exceed  his  powers  to  stay.  ^^  A 
true  soldier  always  awaits  his  orders ;  and 
what  regiment  in  the  army  can  boast  of  its 
diseipline,  if  it  be  not  the  18th !  Form  your- 
selves in  a  circle  around  your  prisoner,  and 
listen,  while  I  extract  the  truth  from  him. 
After  that,  should  he  prove  guilty,  I  will 
consign  him  to  your  tenderest  mercy.'' 

The  rioters^  who  only  saw,  in  the  delay, 
a  more  methodical  execution  of  their  own 
violent  purpose,  received  the  proposition 
with  another  shout,  and  the  name  of  Pol- 
warthy  pronounced  in  all  the  varieties  of 
their  barbarous  idioms,  rung  loudly  through 
the  naked  rafters  of  the  building,  while  they 
disposed  themselves  to  comply. 

The  captain,  with  a  wish  to  gain  time  to 
command  his  thoughts^  required  that  a 
light  should  be  struck,  in   order,    as   he 
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said^  to  study  the  workiugd  of  the  coqd- 
tenance  of  the  accused.     As  the  night  had 
now  gathered  about  them  in  good  earnesty 
the  demand  was  too  reasonable  for  objec- 
tion, and  with  the  same  headlong  eager- 
ness that    they    had    manifested    a  few 
minutes  before^  to  shed  the  blood  of  Job, 
they  turned  their  attention,  with  thought- 
less   versatility,  to  effect    this    harmlett 
object.     A  brand  had  been  brought,  for  a 
very  different  end,  when  the  plan  of  burn- 
ing was  proposed,   and  it  had  been  cast 
aside  again  with  the  change  of  purpose. 
A  few^  of  its  sparks  were  now  colleoted, 
and  some  bundles  of  oakum,  which  lay  in  a 
corner  of  the  warehouse,  were  fired,  and 
carefully  fed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  shed  a 
strong  light  through  every  cranny  of  the 
gloomy  edifice. 

.  By  the  aid  of  this  fitful  glare,  the  captain 
succeeded,  once  more,  in  marshalling  the 
rioters  in  such  a  manner  that  no  covert 
injury  could  be  offered  to  Job.  The 
whole  affair  now  assumed,  in  some  measure, 
the  character  of  a  regular  investigation. 
The  curiosity  of  the  men  without,  over- 
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came  their  fears  of  infection,  and  they 
crowded  into  the  place,  in  earnest  atten- 
tion^ until^  in  a  very  few  moments,  no 
other  sound  was  audible  but  the  difficult 
and  oppressed  respiration  of  their  victim. 
When  all  the  other  noises  had  ceased,  and 
Polwarth,  perceived,  by  the  eager  and 
savage  countenances  athwart  which  the 
bright  glare  of  the  burning  hemp  was 
gleaming,  that  delay  might  yet  be  dan- 
gerous^  he  proceeded,  at  once,  in  his  in- 
quiries. 

"  You  may  see,  Job  Pray,  by  the  man- 
ner in  which  you  are  surrounded,"  he  said, 
''  that  judgment  has  at  length  overtaken 
you,  and  that  your  only  hope  for  mercy 
lies  in  your  truth.  Answer,  then,  to  such 
questions  as  I  shall  put,  and  keep  the  fear 
of  God  before  your  eyes.'' 

The  captain  paused  to  allow  this  exhor- 
tation to  produoe  its  desired  effect.  But 
Job  perceiving  that  his  late  tormentors 
were  quiet,  and  to  all  appearance  bent  on 
no  immediate  mischief,  sunk  his  head  lan- 
guidly upon  his  blankets,  where  he  lay  in 
silence,  watching,  with  rolling  and  anxious 
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eyes,  the  smallest  movements  of  his  ene* 
mies.  Polwartb  soon  yielded  to  the  impa* 
tience-of  his  listeners,  and  continued — 

^'  You  are  acquainted  with  Major  Lin- 
coln V 

^^  Major  Lincoln !"  grumbled  three  or 
four  of  the  grenadiers — ^'  is  it  of  Atn 
that  we  want  to  hear !" 

**  One  moment,  my  worUiy  ISths,  I 
shall  come  at  the  whole  truth  the  sood^, 
by  taking  this  indirect  course." 

^^  Hurrah  !  for  captain  Polly  wanreth  !'* 
shouted  the  rioters — ^^  him  that  the  ribUU 
massacred  of  a  leg !" 

"  Thank  you — ^thank  you,  my  con- 
siderate friends — answer  fellow,  without 
prevarication ;  you  dare  not  deny  to  ise 
your  knowledge  of  Major  Lincoln  ?" 

After  a  momentary  pause,  a  low  voioe 
was  heard  muttering  among  the  blankets— 

'^  Job  knows  all  the  Boston  people ;  and 
Major  Lincoln  is  a  Boston  boy." 

^'  But  with  Major  Lincoln  you  had  a 
more  particular  acquaintanoe — restrain 
your  impatience^  men :  these  qaestioiis 
lead  directly    to  the  facts  you  wish  to 
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know."  The  rioters,  who  were  pro- 
foundly Ignorant  of  what  sort  of  facts 
they  were  to  be  made  acquainted  with 
by  this  examination,  looked  at  each  other 
in  uneasy  doubt,  but  soon  settled  down 
agaki  into  their  former  deep  silence — 
'^You  know  him  better  than  any  other 
gentleman  of  the  army  ?" 

*'*  He  promised  Job  to  keep  off  the 
grannies,  and  Job  agreed  to  run  his 
ar'n'ds/' 

'^  Such  an  arrangement  betrays  a  greater 
intimacy  than  is  usual  between  a  wise  man 
and  atbol !  If  you  are  then  so  close  in  league 
with  him,  I  demand  what  has  become  of 
your  associate?'' 

The  young  man  made  no  reply. 

^'  You  are  thought  to  know  the  reasons 
why  he  has  left  his  friends,''  returned 
Pblwarth,  ^^  and  I  now  demand  that  you 
declare  them." 

*'  Declare !"  repeated  the  simpleton,  in 
his  most  unmeaning  and  helpless  manner 
— ''  Job  was  never  good  at  his  schooling." 

"Nay,  then,  if  you  are  obstinate,  and 
will   not  answer,  I  must  withdraw,  and 
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permit  these   brave  grenadiers  to  work 
their  will  on  you.*' 

This  threat  served  to  induce  Job  to 
raise  his  head^  and  assume  that  attitude 
and  look  of  instinctive  watchfulness  that 
he  had  so  recently  abandoned.  A  slight 
movement  of  the  crowd  followed,  and  the 
terrible  words  of  ''  blood  for  blood/'  agam 
passed  among  them  in  sullen  murmurs.  The 
helpless  youth,  whom  we  have  been  obliged 
to  call  an  idiot,  for  want  of  a  better  term, 
and  because  his  mental  imbecilitv  removed 
him  without  the  pale  of  legal  respond- 
bility,  now  stared  wildly  about  him,  with 
an  increasing  expression  of  reason,  that 
might  be  ascribed  to  the  force  of  that 
inward  fire  which  preyed  upon  his  vitals, 
and  which  seemed  to  purify  the  spirit  is 
proportion  as  it  consumed  the  material 
dross  of  his  existence. 

^'  It's  ag'in  the  laws  of  the  Bay,  to  beat 
and  torment  a  fellow-creature,"  he  said, 
with  a  solemn  earnestness  in  his  voice, 
that  would  have  melted  hearts  of  ordinarv 
softness ;  ^  and  what  is  more,  it's  ag'hi  His 
holy  book  I     If  you  hadnH  made  oven- 
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wood  of  the  old  North,  and  a  horse -stable 
of  the  old  South,  you  might  have  gone 
to  hear  such  expounding  as  would  have 
made  the  hair  rise  on  your  wicked  heads  !'.' 

The  cries  of — **  Have  done  wid  his 
foolery  ;''  ^'  the  imp  is  playing  his  games 
on  as !"  *•  As  if  his  wooden  mockery  was 
a  church  at  all  fit  for  a  ra  al  Christian  !" 
were  heard  on  every  side,  and  they  were 
succeeded  by  the  often-repeated  and  appall- 
ing threat  of  **  blood  for  blood  !'* 

"Fall  back,  men,  fall  back,"  said  Pol- 
warth,  flourishing  his  walking-stick  in 
soch  a  manner  as  effectually  to  enforce 
his  orders  ;  **  wait  for  his  confession  before 
you  judge.  Fellow,  this  is  the  last  and 
trying  appeal  to  your  truth — your  life 
most  probably  depends  on  the  answer. 
You  are  known  to  have  been  in  arms 
against  the  crown. — Nay,  I  myself  saw 
you  in  the  field  on  that  day  when  the 
troops  a*a-a  countermarched  from  Lexing- 
ton ;  since  when  you  are  known  to  have 
joined  the  rebels  while  the  army  went 
out  to  storm  the  entrenchment  on  the 
heights  of  Charlestown."     At  this  point 
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in  the  recapitulation  of  the  offencei  of 
Job,  the  captain  was  suddenly  appalled 
by  a  glimpse  of  the  dark  and  threateniDg 
looks  that  encircled  him^  and  he  cGQcloded 
with  a  laudable  readiness — *'  On  tiiat  glo- 
rious day  when  his  Majesty's  troopB 
scattered  your  provincial  rabble  like  so 
many  sheep  driven  from  their  pastures, 
by  dogs !" 

The  humane  ingenuity  of  Polwartfa 
was  rewarded  by  a  burst  of  load  and 
savage  laughter.  Encouraged  by  this 
evidence  of  his  power  over  bis  auditors^ 
the  worthy  captain  proceeded  with  an 
increased  confidence  in  his  own  eloqueDce. 

^*  On  that  glorious  day/^  he  continued 
gradually  warming  with  his  subject 
^^  many  a  gallant  gentleman,  and  hun- 
dreds of  fearless  privates,  met  their  fiite. 
Some  fell  in  open  and  manly  fight,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  chances  of  regular  warfiue. 
Some— he.e-m— some  havebeen  mutilated; 
and  will  carry  the  marks  of  their  glory 
with  them  to  the  grave."  His  voice  grew 
a  little  thick  and  husky  as  he  proceeded, 
but  shaking  off  his  weakness,  he  ended 
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with  an  energy  that  he  intended  should 
curdle  the  heart  of  the  prisoner,  '^  while 
fellow,  some  have  been  murdered !" 

^*  Blood  for  blood !"  was  heard  again 
passmg  its  fearful  round.  Without  at- 
tempting any  longer  to  repress  the  rising 
spirit  of  the  rioters,  Polwarth  continued 
his  interrogatories,  entirely  led  away  by 
the  strength  of  his  own  feelings  on  thb 
sensitive  subject. 

^^  Remember  you  such  a  man  as  Dennis 
M^Fuse?*'  he  demanded  in  a  voice  of 
thuader ;  ^^  he  that  was  treacherously  slain 
in  your  inmost  trenches,  after  the  day  was 
won !  Answer  me,  knave,  were  you  not 
among  the  rabble,  and  did  not  your  own 
vile  band  the  bloody  deed  ?" 

A  few  words  were  heard  from  Job,  ia  u 
low,  muttering  tone,  of  which  only  "  the 
mke-hellies,"  and  '^  the  people  will  teach 
'em  the  law  !"  were  sufficiently  distinct 
to  be  understood. 

^  Murder    him !    part  him  sowl    from 
body  V  exclaimed  the  fiercest  of  the  gre- 
nadiers. 
"Hold!"    cried    Polwarth,    "but  one 
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moment  more — I  would  relieve  my  mind 
from  the  debt  I  owe  his  memory.  Speak, 
fellow ;  what  know  you  of  the  death  of 
the  commander  of  these  brave  ^enadiers  ?^ 

Job,  who  had  listened  to  his  words  at- 
tentively, though  his  uneasy  eyes  still  con- 
tinued to  watch  the  slightest  movements 
of  his  foes,  now  turned  to  the  speaker  with 
a  look  of  foolish  triumph,  and  answered— 

*^  The  1 8th  came  up  the  hill,  shouting 
like  roaring  lions ;  but  the  Royal  Irish  bad 
a  death-howl,  that  evening,  over  tbeir 
tallest  man !" 

Polwarth  trembled  with  the  violence  of 
the  passions  that  beset  him,  but  while  with 
one  hand  he  motioned  to  the  men  to  keep 
back,  with  the  other  he  produced  the  bat- 
tered gorget  from  his  pocket,  and  held  it 
before  the  eyes  of  the  simpleton. 
.  "  Know  you  this?"  he  demanded;  "who 
sent  the  bullet  through  this  fatal  hole. 

Job  took  the  ornament,  and  for  a  moment 
regarded  it  with  un  unconscious  look.  But 
his  countenance  gradually  lighting  with  a 
ray  of  unusual  meaning,  he  laughed  in 
scornful  exultation  as  he  answered — 
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'^  Though  Job  is  a  fool,  he  can  shoot !" 

Polwarth  started  back  aghast,  while  the 
fierce  resentments  of  his  ruder  listeners 
broke  through  all  restraint.  They  raised 
a  loud  and  savage  shout,  as  one  man, 
filling  the  building  with  hoarse  execrations 
and  cries  for  vengeance.  Twenty  expe- 
dients to  destroy  their  captive  were  named 
in  a  breath,  and  with  all  the  characteristic 
vehemence  of  their  nation.  Most  of  them 
would  have  been  irregularly  adopted,  had 
not  the  man  who  attended  the  burning 
hemp  caught  up  a  bundle  of  the  flaming 
combustible,  and  shouted  aloud  — 

*^  Smodder  him  in  the  fiery  flames! — 
he's  an  imp  of  darkness;  burren  him,  in 
his  rags,  from  before  the  face  of  man  !" 

The  barbarous  proposition  was  received 
with  a  sort  of  frenzied  joy,  and  in  another 
moment  a  dozen  handsful  of  the  oakum 
were  impending  above  the  devoted  head 
of  the  helpless  lad.  Job  made  a  feeble 
attempt  to  avert  the  dreadful  fate  thai 
threatened  him,  but  he  could  offer  no  other 
resistance  than  his  own  weakened  arm,  an( 
the  abject  moanings  of  his  impotent  mine. 
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He  was  enveloped  in  a    cloud    of  black 
smoke,  through  which  the  forked  flam» 
had  already  began  to  play,  when  a  womui 
hurst  into  the  throng,  casting  the  fiery 
combustibles  from  her,  on  either  side,  as 
she  advanced,  with  a  strength  that  seemed 
supernatural.     When  she  had  reached  the 
bed,  she  tore  aside  the  smoking  pile  with 
hands  that  disregarded  the  heat,  and  pheed 
herself   before  the  victim,    like   a   fierce 
lioness,  at  bay,  in  defence  of  her  whelps. 
In  this  attitude  she  stood  an  instant,  re- 
garding the  rioters   with   a    breast   that 
heaved  with  passions  too  strong  for  utter- 
ance, when    she   found   her  tongue,  and 
vented  her  emotions  with  all  the  fearless- 
ness  of  a  woman's  indignation. 

^^  Ye  monsters  in  the  shape  of  metu 
what  is't  ye  do  !"  she  exclaimed,  in  a  voice 
that  rose  above  the  tumult,  and  had  the 
effect  to  hush  every  mouth.  *^  Have  ye 
bodies  without  hearts !  the  forms  wHhoat 
the  bowels  of  the  creatures  of  God 
Who  made  you  judges  and  punidiers  of 
sins !  Is  there  a  father  among  you,  let  him 
come  and  view  the  anguish  of  a  dying  child ! 
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Is  there  a  son,  let  him  draw  near  and  look 
upon  a  mother's  sorrow  !  Ob !  ye  savages, 
worse  than  the  beasts  of  the  bowling  wil* 
demeas,  who  have  mercy  on  their  kinds^ 
what  is't  ye  do — what  is*t  ye  do !" 

The  air  of  maternal  intrepidity  with 
which  this  burst  from  the  heart  was  uttered, 
could  not  fail  to  awe  the  worst  passions  of 
the  rioters,  who  gazed  on  each  other  in 
stupid  wonder,  as  if  uncertain  how  to  act. 
The  hushed  and  momentary  stillness  was, 
however,  soon  broken  once  more  by  the 
low,  marmuring  threat  of,    •*  Kood    for 

Wood  r 

^*  Cowards !  Dastards !  Soldiers  in  name 
and  demons  in  your  deeds  !*'  continued  the 
undaunted  Abigail — *^come  ye  here  to 
taste  of  human  blood !  Go — away  with  you 
to  the  hills!  and  face  the  men  of  the  Bay, 
who  stand  ready  to  meet  you  with  arms  in 
their  hands,  and  come  not  hither  to  bruise 
the  broken  reed!  Poor,  suffering,  and 
stricken  as  he  is,,  by  a  hand  far  mightier 
:han  yours^  my  child  will  meet  you  there, 
o  your  shame;  in  the  cause  of  his  country, 
md  the  law !" 
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This  taunt  was  too  bitter  for  tbe  unnur 
tured  tempers  to  which  she  appealed,  an( 
the  dying  spark  of  their  resentment  wa: 
at  once  kindled  into  a  blaze  by  the  galling 
gibe. 

The  rioters  were  again  in  motion,  and 
the  cry  of  ^*burn  the  bag  and  tbe  imp 
together,"  was  fiercely  raised,  when  a 
man  of  a  stout,  muscular  frame  forced  hk 
way  into  the  centre  of  the  crowd,  making 
room  for  the  passage  of  a  female,  whose 
gait  and  attire,  though  her  person  wa: 
concealed  by  her  mantle,  announced  hei 
to  be  of  a  rank  altogether  superior  to  tb« 
usual  guests  of  the  warehouse.  Tbe  unes 
pected  appearance,  and  lofty  though  gen 
tie  bearing  of  this  unlooked-for  visitoi 
served  to  quell  the  rising  uproar,  wbici 
was  immediately  succeeded  by  so  deep  < 
silence,  that  a  whisper  could  have  beei 
heard  in  that  throng  which  so  lately  re- 
sounded with  violent  tumult  and  barbaroo: 
execrations. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

**  ky,  flr,  yoQ  tball  find  me  leaiooable;  if  ftbe  lo,  I  duiU  do 
'*  that  tiiac  U  raiioii.'' 

Sknder. 

During  the  close  of  the  foregoing  scene 
Polwarth  was  in  a  bewildered  state  that 
rendered  him  utterly  incapable  of  exertion, 
either  to  prevent  or  to  assist  the  evil  inten- 
tions of  the  soldiery.  His  discretion,  and 
all  his  better  feelings  were  certainly  on  the 
side  of  humanity,  but  the  idle  vaunt  of  the 
jiimpleton  had  stirred  anew  the  natural 
thirst  for  vengeance.  He  recognized,  at 
the  first  glance,  in  the  wan,  but  speaking 
lineaments  of  the  mother  of  Job,  those 
faded  remnants  of  beauty  that  he  had 
traced,  so  lately,  in  the  squalid  female 
Mtendant  who  was  seen  lingering  near  the 

tave  of  Mrs.  Lechmere.     As  she  rushed 
fore  the  men,  with  all  the  fearlessness  of 
i  mother  who  stood  in  defence  of  her  child, 
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the  brightness  of  her  dark  eyes,  aided  as 
they  were  by  the  strong  glare  from  the 
scattered  balls  of  fire^  and  the  intense  ex- 
pression of  maternal  horror  that  shone  in 
every  feature  of  her  countenance,  had  im- 
parted to  her  appearance  a  .dignity  and 
interest  that  greatly  served  to  quell  the 
unusual  and  dangerous  passions  that  beset 
him.     He  was  on  the  point  of  aiding  her 
appeal  by  his  authority  and  advice,  when 
the  second  interruption  to  the  brutal  pur* 
pose  of  the  men  occurred,  as  just  related. 
The  effect  of  this  strange  appearance,  in 
such  a  place,  and  at  such  a  time,  was  not 
less  instant   on  the  captain  than  on  the 
vulgar  throng  who  surrounded  him.    He 
remained  a  silent  and  an  attentive  specta- 
tor. 

The  first  sensation  of  the  lady ^  in  fiadiag 
herself  in  the  centre  of  such  a  confused  and 
unexpected  throng,  was  unequivocally  thai 
of  an  alarmed  and  shrinking  delicacy ;  but 
forgetting  her  womanish  apprehensions  in 
the  next  moment,  she  collected  the  power* 
of  her  mind,  like  one  sustained  by  higii 
and  laudable  intentions,  and  dropping  the 
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silken  folds  of  her  calaBb,  exhibited  Uie 
pale,  but  lovely  countenance  of  Cecil  to 
the  view  of  the  wondering  by-atanders. 
After  a  moment  of  profound  silence,  die 
spoke — 

^^  I  know  not  why  I  find  this  fierce  col- 
lection of  faces  around  the  sick-bed  of  that 
unfortunate  young  man/'  she  said ;  **  but 
if  it  be  with  evil  purpose^  I  charge  you  to 
relent^  as  you  love  the  honour  of  your 
gallant  profession,  or  fear  the  power  of 
your  leaders.  I  boast  myself  a  soldier's 
wife,  and  promise  you,  in  the  name  of  one 
who  has  the  ear  of  Howe,  pardon  for  what 
is  past,  or  punishment  for  your  violence,  as 
you  conduct  yourselves.'' 

The  rude  listeners  stared  at  each  other 
in  irresolute  hesitation,  seeming  already  to 
waver  in  their  purpose,  when  the  old  gre- 
nadier, whose  fierceness  had  so  nearly  cost 
Job  his  life,  gruffly  replied— 

*^  If  you  are  an  officer's  lady,  madam, 
you'll  be  knowing  how  to  feel  for  the 
fri'nds  of  him  that's  dead  and  gone ;  I  put  it 
to  tbe  face  of  your  ladyship's  reason,  if  it's 
inot  too  -much  for  men  to  bear^  and  thay 
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such   men   as  the  ISths^  to  hear  a  fool 
boasting  on  the  high- ways  and  through  the 
streets  of  the  town,  that  he  has  been  the. 
death  of  the  like  of  Captain  M'Fuse,  of 
the  grenadiers  of  that  same  radg'ment !" 
/  "  I  believe  I  understand  you,  friend,'' 
returned    Cecil,    ^^  for    I   have    heard  ii 
whispered  that  the  young   man  was  be- 
lieved to  aid  the  Americans  on  the  bloodv 
day  to  which  you  allude— but  if  it  is  oot 
lawful  to  kill  j^in    battle,  what  are  you, 
whose  whole  trade  is  war  ?" 
•    She  was   interrupted    by    half-a-dozen 
eager,  though  respectful  voices,  muttering 
in  the  incoherent  and  vehement  manner  of 
their  country,  "  It's  all  a  difference,  my 
•lady !"    "  Pair  fighting  isn't  foul  fighting, 
and  foul  fighting  is  murder  1"  with  many 
other  similar  half-formed  and  equally  in- 
telligible remonstrances.     When  this  burst 
was  ended,  the  same  grenadier  who  \md 
.before  spoken,  took  on  himself  the  office 
of  explaining. 

.  /^  If  your  ladyahip  spoke  never  a  word 
again,  yeVe  said  the  truth,  this  time,**  be 
answered,  "  though   it   isn't   esacUy   the 
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truth,  at  all.  When  a  man  is  killH  in  the 
fair  war,  it's  a  god-send  ;  and  no  true  Irish- 
man will  gainsay  the  same  ;  but  skulking 
behind  a  dead  body,  and  taking  aim  into 
the  Tatures  of  a  fellow-creature,  is  what 
we  complain  of  ag'inst  the  bloody-minded 
rascal.  Besides,  wasn't  the  day  won  ?  and 
-even  his  death  couIdnH  give  them  the  vic- 
tory!" 

^^  I  know  not  all  these  nice  distinctions 
in  your  dreadful  calling,  friend,*'  Cecil 
replied,  ^^  but  I  have  heard  that  many  fell 
after  the  troops  mounted  the  works." 
.  ^^  That  did  they ;  sure  your  ladyship  is 
knowing  all  about  it!  and  it's  the  more 
need  that  some  should  be  punished  for  the 
murders!  It's  hard  to  tell  when  we've 
Igot  the  day  with  men  who  make  a  fight 
of  it  after  they,  are  fairly  baitin  !" 

'^  That  others  suffered  under  similar  cir- 
camstances,"  continued  Cecil,  with  a  qui- 
vering lip,  and  a  tremulous  motion  of  her 
eye-lids^  *^  I  well  know,  but  had  never 
supposed  it  more  than  the  usual  fortune  of 
every  war.  But  even  if.  this  youth  has 
erred — look  at  him  !     Is  he  an  object  for 


78  LIONEL    LINCOLN. 

the  resentment  of  men  who  pride  tbem- 
selves  on  meeting  their  enemies  on  equal 
terms !  He  has  long  been  visited  by  a  Mow 
from  a  hand  far  mightier  than  yours,  and 
even  now  is  labouring,  in  addition  to  all 
other  misfortunes,  under  that  dangerous 
distemper  whose  violence  seldom  spares 
those  it  seizes.  Nay,  you,  in  the  blind- 
ness of  your  anger,  expose  yourselves  to 
its  attacks,  and  when  you  think  mily  of 
revenge,  may  become  its  victims  !*' 

The  crowd  insensibly  fell  back  as  she 
spoke,  and  a  large  circle  was  left  arooad 
the  bed  of  Job,  while  many  in  the  rear 
stole  silently  from  the  building,  with  a 
haste  that  betrayed  how  completely  appre- 
hension had  got  the  better  of  their  more 
evil  passions.  Cecil  paused  but  an  instaot, 
and  pursued  her  advantage. 

**  Go,''  she  said ;  ^^  leave  this  dangeroas 
vicinity.  I  have  business  with  this  yoang 
man  touching  the  interests,  if  not  the  life 
of  one  dear,  deservedly  dear  to  the  wkoie 
army,  and  would  be  left  alone  with  him^ 
and  his  mother.  Here  is  money — retire  tn 
your  own    quarters,     and  endeavour    to 
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avert  the  danger  you  have  so  wantonly 
braved,  by  care  and  regimen.  Go ;  all 
shall  be  forgotten  and  pardoned." 

The  reluctant  grenadier  took  her  gold, 
and  perceiving  that  he  was  already  deserted 
by  most  of  his  companions,  he  made  an 
aiTvkward  obeisance  to  the  fair  being  before 
him,  and  withdrew,  not  without,  however, 
casting  many  a  savage  and  sullen  glance  at 
the  miserable  wretch  who  had  been  thus 
sing^ularly  rescued  from  his  vengeance. 
Not  a  soldier  now  remained  in  the  building, 
aad  the  noisy  and  rapid  utterance  of  the 
retiring  party,  as  each  vehemently  re- 
coanted  his  deeds,  soon  became  inaudible 
m  the  distance. 

Cecil  then  turned  to  those  who  remained, 
and  east  a  rapid  glance  at  each  individual 
of  the  party.  The  instant  she  encountered 
the  wondering  look  of  Polwarth,  the  blood 
mantled  her  pale  features  once  more,  and 
her  eyes  fell,  for  an  instant,  in  embarrass- 
ment, to  the  floor. 

^*  I  trust  we  have  been  drawn  here 
fkyr  a  similar  purpose,  captain  Polwarth," 
Bhe  said,  when  the  slight  confusion  had 
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passed  away — <<  the  welfare  of  a  eommoo 
friend?" 

"  You  have  not  done  me  injustice,'"  be 
replied.  **  When  the  sad  office,  which 
your  fair  cousin  charged  me  with,  was 
ended,  I  hastened  hither  to  follow  a  cine 
^which  I  have  reason  to  believe  will  conduct 
usto"— 

'*  What  we  most  desire  to  find,"  aid 
Cecil,  involuntarily  glancing  her  anziooi 
eyes  towards  the  other  spectators.  "  But  our 
first  duty  is  humanity.  Cannot  this  miser- 
able young  man  be  re-conveyed  to  his  onn 
apartment,  and  have  his  hurts  examined.*' 

^'  It  may  be  done  now,  or  after  oar 
examination/'  returned  the  captain,  with  a 
cool  indifference,  that  caused  Cecil  to  \oA 
up  at  him  in  surprise.  Perceiving  the 
unfavourable  impression  his  apathy  had 
produced,  Polwarth  turned  carelessly  to  a 
couple  of  men  who  were  still  cariooi 
lookers-on,  at  the  outer  door  of  the  building, 
he  called  to  them — *^  Here,  ShearflintyMeri- 
ton,  remove  the  fellow  into  yonder  roomr 

The  servants  in  waiting,  who  had  been 
hitherto  wondering  witnesses  of  all  that 
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passed,  received  this  mandate  with  strong 
disgust.  Meriton  was  loud  in  his  mur- 
murs, and  approached  the  verge  of  disobe- 
dience, before  he  consented  to  touch  such 
an  object  of  squalid  misery.  As  Cecil, 
however,  enforced  the  order  by  her 
wishes,  the  disagreeable  duty  .was  per- 
formed, and  Job  replaced  on  his  pallet  in 
the  tower,  from  which  fie  had  been  rudely 
dragged  an  hour  before  by  the  soldiers. 

At  the  moment  when  all  danger  of 
further  violence  disappeared,  Abigail  had 
sunk  on  some  of  the  lumber  of  the  apart- 
nient,  where  she  remained  during  the 
removal  of  her  child,  in  a  sort  of  stupid 
apathy.  When,  however,  she  perceived 
that  they  were  now  surrounded  by  those 
who  were  bent  on  deeds  of  mercy  rather 
than  of  ang^r,  she  slowly  followed  into  the 
little  room,  and  became  an  anxious  ob- 
server of  the  succeeding  events. 

Polwarth  seemed  satisfied  with  what  had 
been  done  for  Job,  and  now  stood  aloof,  in 
sullen  attendance  on  the  pleasure  of  Cecil. 
The  latter,  who  had  directed  every  move- 
ment with  female  tenderness  and   care, 
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bade  the  servants  retire  into  the  outer- 
room  and  wait  her  orders.  When  Abigail, 
therefore,  took  her  place,  in  silenoe,  near 
the  bed  of  her  child,  there  remained 
present,  besides  herself  and  the  siok,  only 
Cecil,  the  captain,  and  the  unknown  man, 
who  had  apparently  led  the  former  to  the 
warehouse.  In  addition  to  the  expiring 
flames  of  the  oakum,  the  feeble  light  of  a 
candle  was  shed  throuirh  the  room,  merely 

more  striking. 

Notwithstanding    the    high,  but  calm 
resolution  which  Cecil  had  displayed  in  the 
foregoing  scene  with  the  rioters,  and  whioh 
still  manifested  itself,  in  the  earnest  bright- 
ness of  her  intelligent  eye,  she  appeared 
willing  to  profit  by  the  duskiness  of  tlie 
apartment,    to     conceal    her    exprenve 
features  from  the  gaze  of  even  the  forlorn 
female.     She  placed  herself  in  one  of  the 
shadows  of  the  room,  and  partly  raised  the 
calash,  by  a  graceful  movement  of  o&e  of 
her  hands,  while  she  addressed  the   ania- 
pleton — 

'^  Though  I  have  not  come  hither  with 
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any  intent  to  punish,  nor  in  any  manner 
to  intimidate  you  with  threats,  Job  Pray," 
she  said,  with  an  earnestness  that  rendered 
the  soft  tones  of  her  voice  doubly  im- 
pressive— **  yet  have  T  come  to  question 
you  on  matters  that  rt  would  be  wrong,  as 
well  as  cruel  in  you  to  misrepresent,  or  in 
any  manner  to  conceal !" — 

"  You  have  little  cause  to  fear  that  any 
thing  but  the  truth  will  be  uttered  by  my 
child,"  interrupted  Abigail.  "  The  same 
power  that  destroyed  his  reason,  has  dealt 
tenderly  with  his  heart — ^the  boy  knows  no 
guile — would  to  God  the  same  could  be 
said  of  the  sinful  woman  who  bore  him !" 

*^  I  hope  the  character  you  give  your 
son  will  be  supported  by  his  conduct,"  re- 
plied €ecil :  *^  with  this  assurance  of  his 
integrity,  I  will  directly  question  him. 
Bat  that  you  may  see  I  take  no  idle  liberty 
Mfith  the  young  man,  let  me  explain  my 
mortives !''  She  hesitated  a  moment,  and 
averted  her  face  unconsciously,  as  she  con- 
tinned — "  I  should  think,  Abigail  Pray, 
that  my  person  must  be  known  to  you?** 

*'  It  is — it  is,"  returned  the  impatient 
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woman,  who  appeared  to  feel  the 
and,  polished  elegance  of  the  other  a  re- 
proach to  her  own  misery—*^  you  are  the 
happy  and  wealthy  heiress  of  her  whom  I 
have  jieen. this  day  laid  in  her  vault.     The 
grave  will  open  for  all  alike  ;  the  ridi  and 
the  poor,  the  happy  as  well  as  the  wretched! 
Yes — yes,  I  know  you !  you  are  the  hnAt 
of  a  rioii  man's  son  !'^ 
.    Cecil  shook  back  the  dark  tresses  thsl 
had    fallen    about   her  oountenanoe.  and 
raised  her  face  tinged  with  its  richest  bloom, 
,as  she, answered,  with  an  air  of  matronlj 
ilignity— 
*  **  If  you  then  know  of  my  marriage, 
you  will  at  once  perceive  that  I  have  the 
interest  of  a  wife  in   Major   Lincoln — 1 
.would    wish    to  learn    his  movements  of 
your  son." 

^^  Of  my  boy  !  of  Job  !  from  the  poor 
despised  child  of  poverty  and  disease, 
would  you  learn  tidings  of  your  husband? 
— ^no — ^no,  young  lady,  you  mock  os ;  he 
is  not  worthy  to  be  in  the  secrets  of  one  su 
great  9nd  happy  f 
'^  Yet  am  I  deceived  if  he  is  not !     Haf 
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there  not  been  one  called  Ralph,  a  frequent 
inmate  of  your  dwelling,  during  the  past 
year,  and  has  he  not  been  concealed  here 
Mritbin  a  very  few  hours  V* 

Abigail  started  at  this  question,  though 
she  did  not  hesitate  to  answer,  without 
prevarication — 

**  It  is  true — If  I  am  to  be  punished  for 
harbouring  a  being  that  comes  I  know 
whence,  and  goes  I  know  whither ; 
who  can  read  the  heart,  and  knows  what 
man,  by  his  own  limited  powers  could 
never  know,  I  must  submit.  He  was  here 
yesterday  ;  he  may  be  here  again  to-night; 
for  he  comes  and  goes  at  will.  Your 
generals  and  army  may  interfere,  but  such 
as  I  dare  not  forbid  it !" 

'^  Who  accompanied  him  when  he  de- 
parted  last  ?"  asked  Cecil,  in  a  voice 
ao  low,  that,  but  for  the  profound  still- 
ness of  the  place,  it  would  have  been 
inaudible. 

^*  My  child  —  my  weak,  unmeaning, 
miserable  child!"  said  Abigail,  with  a 
reckless  promptitude  that  seemed  to  court 
any  termination  to  her  misery,  however 
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sudden  of  adverse.  *'  If  it  be  treasoBabk 
to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  that  nameless 
man,  Job  has  much  to  answer  for  l^ 

"  You  mistake  my  purpose  —  geod, 
rather  than  evil,  will  attend  your  answers, 
should  they  be  found  true/' 

*^  True !''  repeated  the  woman  ceasing 
the  rooking  motion  of  her  body,  and  look- 
ing proudly  up  into  the  anxioos  face  of 
Cecil — *'  but  you  are  great  and  powerfaL 
and  are  privileged  to  open  the  wounds  of 
the  unhappy !" 

*^  If  I  have  said  any  thing  to  hurt  the 
feelings  of  a  child^  I  shall  deeply  regret 
the  words/'  said  Cecil,  with  gentle  fervour 
— "  I  would  rather  be  your  friend  than 
your  oppressor,  as  you  will  learn  when 
occasion  offers.'' 

^*  No — no — you  can  never  be  a  friend  to 
me/**  exclaimed  the  woman,  shuddering; 
*'  the  wife  of  Major  Lincoln  ought  never 
to  serve  the  interests  of  Abigail  Pray  !** 

The  simpleton  who  had  apparently  laiu 
in  dull  indifference  to  what  was  pa«ng. 
raised  himself  now  from  among  hni  rag». 
and  said^  with  foolish  pride — 
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*^  Major  Lincoln's  lady  has  oome  to  see 
Job^  because  Job  is  a  gentleman's  son !" 

^'  You  are  the  child  of  sin  and  misery !" 
^oaned  Abigail,  burying  her  head  in  her 
cloak — ^^^  would  that  you  had  never  seen  the 
light  of  day !" 

^'  Tell  me,  then,  Job,  whether  Major  Lin- 
coln himself  has  paid  you  this  compliment, 
as  well  as  I,"  said  Cecil,  without  regarding 
the  conduct  of  the  mother — '^  when  did 
you  see  him  last  V* 

*'  Perhaps  I  can  put  these  questions 
in  a  more  intelligible  manner,"  said  the 
stranger,  with  a  meaning  glance  cihis  eye 
towards  Cecil,  that  she  appeared  instantly 
to  comprehend.  He  turned  then  to  Job, 
whcMse  countenance  he  studied  closely,  for 
several  moments,  before  he  continued — 
'  Boston  roust  be  a  fine  place  for  parades 
ind  shows,  young  man  ;  do  you  ever  go  to 
tee  the  soldiers  exercise  ?" 

'^  Job  idways  keeps  time  in  the  march- 
ng»r  returned  the  simpleton ;  '^  'tis  a 
rrand  sight  to  see  the  grannies  treading 
t  off  to  the  awfiil  sound  of  drums  and 
ranpets  T' 
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"  And  Ralph,"  said  the  other  soothingly 
— "does  he  inarch  in  their  company  too?" 

"  Ralph!  he's  a  great  warrior?  he 
teaches  the  people  their  trainioga^  oat  on 
the  hills — Job  sees  him  there  every  time  be 
goes  for  the  Major's  provisions/' 

"  This  requires  some  explanation/  said 
the  stranger. 

"  'Tis  easily  obtained,"  returned  the  ob- 
servant Polwarth.  '^  The  young  man  ba^ 
been  the  bearer  of  certain  articles,  periodi- 
cally, from  the  country  into  the  town*- 
during  the  last  six  months,  under  the 
favour  of  a  flag." 

The  man  mused  a  moment  before  be 
pursued  the  subject. 

^^  When  were  you  last  among  the  rebeb. 
Job?"  he  at  length  asked. 

^*  You  had  best  not  call  the  people 
rebels,"  muttered  the  young  man  sullenly. 
*'  for  they  wont  put  up  with  bitter  names  r 

^^  I  was  wrong,indeed/'said  the  stranger. 
**  But  when  went  you  last  for  provisions?^' 

^^  Job  got  in  last  Sabba^day  moraing : 
and  that's  only  yesterday !" 

'^  How  happened  it,  fellow,  that  yoa  did 
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not  bring  the  articles  to  me?"  demanded 
Polwartb,  with  a  good  deal  of  impatient 
heat. 

*^  He  has  unquestionably  a  sufficient 
reason  for  the  apparent  neglect/'  said  the 
cautious  and  soothing  stranger.  *'  You 
brought  them  here,  I  suppose,  for  some 
good  reason  V* 

**  Ay !  to  feed  his  own  gluttony  !"  mut- 
tered the  irritated  captain. 

The  mother  of  the  young  man  clasped 
her  hands  together  convulsively,  and  made 
an  effort  to  rise  and  speak,  but  she  sunk 
again  into  her  humble  posture,  as  if  choked 
by  emotions  that  were  too  strong  for 
utterance. 

This  short,  but  impressive  pantomime 
was  unnoticed  by  the  stranger,  who  con- 
tinued his  inquiries  in  the  same  cool  and 
easy  manner  as  before. 

**  Are  they  yet  here?"  he  asked. 
^  Certain,"  said  the  unsuspecting  simple- 
ton ;  /^  Job  has  hid  them  'till  Major 
Lincoln  comes  back.  Both  Ralph  and 
Major  Lincoln  forgot  to  tell  Job  what  to  do 
with  the  provisions." 
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'^  In  that  ease  I  am  mirpruied  yon  did 
not  pursue  them  with  your  load.'' 

"  Every  body  thinks  Job's  a  fool,"  mut- 
tered the  ybung  man  ;  ^'  but  he  knows  too 
much  to  be  lugging  provisions  agm 
among  the  people.  Why  !"  he  continued 
raising  himself,  and  speaking,  with  a 
bright  glare  dancing  across  his  eyes,  tiiot 
betrayed  how  much  he  prized  the  envied 
advantage — ^^  the  Bay-men  come  dowB 
with  cart-loads  of  things  to  eat,  while  the 
town  is  filled  with  hunger!'' 

'^  True  I  had  forgotten  they  were  gone 
out  among  the  Americans — of  comse 
they  went  under  the  flag  that  you  bore 
in?" 

''Job  didn't  bring  any  flag — insygns 
carry  the  flags !  He  brought  a  turkey,  a 
grand  ham,  and  a  little  sa'oe — there  wasn*t 
any  flag  among  them." 

At  the  sound  of  these  eatables,  the 
captain  pricked  up  his  ears,  and  he  pro- 
bably would  have  again  violated  the  rigid 
rules  of  decorum,  had  not  the  sAranger 
continued  his  questions. 

''  I  see  the  truth  of  all  you  say,  my 
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sensible  fellow/'  he  observed.  *^  It  was 
easy  for  Ralph  and  Major  Lincoln  to  go 
out  by  means  of  the  same  privilege  that 
you  used  to  enter  ?" 

^^  To  be  sure,""  muttered  Job,  who,  tired 
of  the  questions,  had  already  dropped  his 
head  again  among  his  blankets — **  Ralph 
knows  the  way — he's  Boston  born !" 

The  stranger  turned  to  the  attentive 
bride^  and  bowed,  as  if  he  were  satisfied 
with  the  vesult  of  his  examination.  Cecil 
understood  the  expression  of  his  counte- 
nance^ and  made  a  movement  towards 
the  place  where  Abigail  Pray  was  seated 
on  a  chest,  betraying,  by  the  renewed 
rocking  of  her  body,  and  the  low  groans 
that  from  time  to  time  escaped  her,  the 
a^ony  of  mind  she  endured. 

^^  My  first  care^"  she  said,  speaking  to 
the  mother  of  Job,  *^  shall  be  to  provide 
For  your  wants.  After  which  I  may  profit 
by  \^hat  we  have  now  gathered  from  your 
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*^  Care  not  for  me  and  mine !"  returned 
Abig^ail,  in  a  tone  of  bitter  resignation ; 
^  the  last  blow  is  struck,  and  it  behoves 
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such  as  we  to  bow  our  heads  to  it  id  sub« 
mission.  Riches  and  plenty  could  not 
save  your  grandmother  from  the  tomb, 
and  perhaps  Death  may  take  pity,  ere 
long,  on  me.  What  do  I  say  sinner  that 
I  am !  can  I  never  bring  my  rebelfions 
heart  to  wait  his  time !'' 

Shocked  at  the  miserable  despair  thst 
the  other  exhibited,  and  suddenly  reed* 
lecting  the  similar  evidences. of  a  guilty 
life  that  the  end  of  Mrs.  Lechmere  had 
i*evealed,  Cecil  continued  silent^  in  sensitive 
distress.  After  a  moment,  to  collect  her 
thoughts,  she  said,  with  the  meekness  of 
a  Christian,  united  to  the  soothing  gentle- 
ness of  her  sex —  . 

*^  We  are  surely  permitted  to  administer 
to  our  earthly  wants,  whatever  may  have 
been  our  transgressions.  At  a  proper 
time  I  will  not  be  denied  in  my  wish  to 
serve  you.  Let  us  now  goj""  she  added, 
addressing  her  unknown  companion— then 
observing  Polwarth  making  an  indicatioD 
to  advance  to  her  assistance,  she  genthr 
motioned  him  back,  and  anticipated  hi« 
offer,  by  saying,  ''  I  thank  you,  sir— ^but 
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have  Meriton,  and  this  worthy  man, 
resides  my  own  maid  without — I  will  not 
(irther  interfere  with  your  particular 
objects." 

As  she  spoke,  she  bestowed  a.melan- 

holy,  though  sweet  smile  on  the  captain, 

nd  left  the  tower  and  the  building,  before 

e  could  presume  to  dispute  her  pleasure. 

*]^ot withstanding  Cecil  and  her  companion 

ad  obtained  from  Job  all  that  he  could 

xpect,  or  in  fact  had  desired  to  know, 

^olwarth  lingered  in  the  room,  making 

hose  preparations  that  should  indicate  an 

itention  to  depart.     He  found  at  length, 

lat  bis  presence  was  entirely  disregarded 

\f  both   mother  and  child.     The  one  was 

ill  sitting,  with  her  head  bowed  to  her 

)som,  abandoned  to    her  own  sorrows, 

hile  the  other  had  sunk  into  his  custo-^ 

ary  dull  lethargy,  giving  no  other  signs 

'  life  than  by  his  laboured  and  audible 

fcathing.     The  captain,   for  a  moment, 

^ked  upon  the  misery  of  the  apartment, 

kich    wore  a  still  more    dreary  aspect 

jjier  the  dull  light  of  the  paltry  candle, 

^  well   as  at  the  disease  and  suffering 
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which  were  too  plainly  exhibited  in  the 
persons  of  its  abject  tenants ;  bat  tiie 
glance  at  neither  served  to  torn  him  fromhtt 
purpose.  Temptation  had  beset  the  huoble 
follower  of  Epicurus  in  a  form  that  never 
failed  to  subdue  his  most  philosophic  reto- 
lutions^  and,  in  this  instance,  it  prefsiled 
once  more  over  his  humanity.  jApproach- 
ing  the  pallet  of  the  simpleton,  he  spoke 
to  him  in  a  sharp  voice,  saying. 

^^  You  must  reveal  to  me  what  you 
have  done  with  the  provisions  with  which 
Mr.  Seth  Sage  has  entrusted  yon,  young 
man — I  cannot  overlook  so  gross  a  viola- 
tion of  duty,  in  a  matter  of  such  singular 
importance.  Unless  you  wish  to  have  the 
grannies  of  the  18lh  back  upon  yon,  spesk 
at  once  and  speak  truly.'' 

Job  continued  obstinately  silent,  but{ 
Abigail  raised  her  head,  and  answered  i%ti 
her  child — 

''  He  has  never  failed  to  carry  the  thingi 
to  the  quarters  of  the  Major,  whenever  hi 
got  back.  No,  no*— if  my  bory  ^iras  sc 
graceless  as  to  steal,  it  would  not  be  hi^ 
that  he  wouM  rob !" 
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'^  I  hope  so — I  hope  so^  good  woman  ; 
but  this  is  a  sort  of  temptation  to  which 
men  yield  easily  in  times  of  scaroity,"  re- 
turned the  impatient  captain^  who  pro- 
bably felt  some  inward  tokens  of  his  own 
frailty  in  such  matters — ^^  If  they  had 
been  delivered  would  not  I  have  been 
consulted  concerning  their  disposition ! 
The  young  man  acknowledges  that  he 
quitted  the  American  camp  yesterday  at 
an  early  hour," 

^^  No,  no,"  said  Job,  '^  Ralph  made  him 
come  away  on  Saturda'-night.  He  left 
the  people  without  his  dinner !'' 

^^  And  repaid  his  loss  by  eating  the 
stores !     Is  this  your  honesty,  fellow  ?'' 

'^  Ralph  was  in  such  a  hurry  that  he 
wouldn't  stop  to  eat.  Ralph's  a  proper 
warrior,  but  he  doesn't  seem  to  know  how 
^weet  it  is  to  eat!" 

^<  Glutton!  gormandizer!  Thou  os- 
trich of  a  man !''  exclaimed  the  angry 
Polwarth — ^^is  it  not  enough  that  you 
lave  robbed  me  of  my  own,  but  you  must 
nake  me  more  conscious  of  my  loss  by 
hy  silly  prating  ?" 
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^'  If  you  really  suspect  my  child  of  doing 
wrong  to  bis  employers/'  said  Abigail, 
y^  you  know  neither  bis  temper  nor  hit 
breeding.  I  will  answer  for  him,  and 
with  bitterness  of  heart  do  I  say  it,  that 
nothing  in  the  shape  of  food  has  entered 
his  mouth,  for  many  long  and  weary 
hours.  Hear  you  not  his  piteous  longings 
for  nourishment  ?  God  who  knows  all 
hearts,  will  hear  and  believe  his  cry !'' 

**  What  say  you,  woman  !'*  cried  Pol- 
warth,  aghast  with  horror,  '^  not  eaten  did 
you  say ! — Why  hast  thou  not,  unnatural 
mother,  provided  for  his  wants — why  has 
he  not  shared  in  your  meals  ?" 

Abigail  looked  up  into  his  face  with 
eyes  that  gleamed  with  hopeless  want, 
as  she  answered — 

.  **  Would  I  willingly  see  the  child  of 
ray  body  perish  of  hunger !  The  last 
crumb  he  had  was  all  that  was  left  me. 
and  that  came  from  the  hands  of  one,  who. 
in  better  justice,  should  have  sent  me 
poison  !'' 

*'  Nab  don't  know  of  the  bone  tbat  Job 
found  before  the  barracks,"  said  the  yoaof 
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man^  feebly  ;    **  I  wonder  if    the    king 
kflows  how  sweet  bones  ar^  ?*' 

*^  And  the  provisions,  the  stores !"  cried 
Polwarth^  nearly  choking — "  foolish  boy, 
what  hast  thou  done  with  the  provisions?"* 

'*  Job  knew  the  grannies  couldn't  find 
them  under  that  oakum,"  said  the  simple- 
ton, raising  himself  to  point  out  their 
place  of  concealment,  with  silly  exultation 
— ^^  when  Major  Lincoln  comes  back^ 
may  be  he'll  give  Nab  and  Job  the  bonea 
to  pick !" 

Polwarth  was  no  sooner  made  ac* 
quainted  with  the  situation  of  the  precious 
stores  than  he  tore  them  from  their  con<p 
^ealment,  with  the  violence  of  a  maniac* 
As  he  separated  the  articles  with  an 
msteady  band,  he  rather  panted  than 
wreathed  ;  and  during  the  short  operation, 
very  feature  in  his  honest  face  was  work- 
ig  with  extraordinary  emotion »  Now 
nd  then  he  muttered  in  an  under  tone — 
no  food !"  ^*  suffering  of  inanition !''  or 
)me  8uc)i  expressive  exclamation,  that 
ifficiently  explained  the  current  of  \m 
VOL^  III.  r 
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thoughts.     When  all  was  fairiy  exposed, 
he  shouted^  in  a  tremendous  voice-^ 

^^Shearflint!  thou  rascal!  SheaiAbt-- 
where  have  you  hidden  yourself  ?*' 

The  reluctant  menial  knew  how  danger- 
ous it  was  to  hestitate  answering  a  sommoDs 
uttered  in  such  a  voice,  and  while  hb 
master  was  yet  repeating  his  cries,  he 
appeared  at  the  door  of  the  little  apart* 
ment,  with  a  face  expressive  of  the  deepest 
littention. 

^''  Light  up  the  fire^  thou  prince  of  idlers  f* 
Polwarth  continued  in  the  aime  high 
strain  ;  *^  here  is  food,  and  there  is  hanger! 
God  be  praised  that  I  am  the  man  who  u 
permitted  to  bring  the  two  acqnminted  : 
Here,  throw  on  oakum^ — light  up,  ligfct 
up!" 

*  As  these  rapid  orders  were  accompanied 
by  a  corresponding  earnestness  of  action, 
the  servant  who  knew  his  master's  hamoar, 
set  himself  most  diligently  at  work  to 
comply.  A  pile  of  the  tarred  combosti- 
ble  was  placed  on  the  dreary  and  empty 
hearth,  and  by  a  touch  of  the  candle  i'i 
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WM  lighted  into  a  blaze.  Ai  the  roar  of 
the  chimney,  and  the  bright  glare  were 
heard  and  seen,  the  mother  and  ehild  both 
turned  their  longing  eyes  towards  the 
busy  actors  in  the  scene.  Polwarth  threw 
aside  bis  cane,  and  commenoed  slicing  the 
ham  with  a  dexterity  that  denoted  great 
practice,  as  well  as  an  eagerness  that 
renewed  the  credit  of  his  disgraced  huma- 
nity. 

^^  Bring  wood — hand  down  that  apology 
for  a  gridiron — make  coals,  make  coals  at 
once,  rascal/'  he  said  at  short  intervals— 
"  God  forgive  me,  that  I  should  ever  have 
meditated  evil  to  one  suffering  under  the 
heaviest  of  curses ! — D'ye  hear,  thou  Shear* 
flint !  bring  more  wood ;  I  shall  be  ready 
for  the  fire  in  a  minute." 

^^  'Tis  impossible,  sir, ''  said  the  worried 
domestic ;  ^*  I  have  brought  the  mallest 
chip  there  is  to  be  found — wood  is  too 
precious  in  Boston  to  be  lying  in  the 
streets." 

'^  Where  do  you  keep  your  fuel, 
womab  V  demanded  the  captain,  unoon* 

p2 
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sciousthat  he  addressed  her  in  the  same 
rough  strain  that  he  used  to  his  menial— 
"  I  am  ready  to  put  down." 

'^  You  see  it  all,  you  see  it  all  !**  aid 
Abigail,  in  the  submissive  tones  of  a 
Stricken  conscience ;  <'  the  judgment  of 
God  has  not  fallen  on  me  singly !" 

•^  No  wood  !  no  provisions !"  exclaimed 
Polwarth,  speaking  with  diflBculty — then 
dashing  his  hand  across  his  eyes,  he  cod- 
tinued  to  his  man,  in  a  voice  whose  hoarse- 
ness he  intended  should  conceal  his  emotion 
— ^Hhou  villain,  Shearflint,  come  hither 
— ^unstrap  my  leg." 

The  servant  looked  at  him  in  wonder, 
but  an  impatient  gesture  hastened  bu 
compliance. 

**  Split  it  into  ten  thousand  fragm^its ; 
'tis  seasoned  and  ready  for  the  fire.  Tbe 
best  of  them,  they  of  flesh  I  mean,  are 
but  useless  incumbrances,  after  all!  A 
cook  wants  haifds,  eyes,  nose,  and  palate, 
but  I  see  no  use  for  a  leg  !** 
•  While  he  was  speaking,  the  philosophic 
tsaptain  seated  himself  on  the  hearth  with 
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great  indifference,  and  by  the  aid  of 
Shearflint,  the  culinary  process  was  soon 
in  a  state  of  forwardness. 

"  There  are  people,"  resumed  the  dili- 
gent Polwarth)  who  did  not  neglect  his 
avocation  while  speaking,  ^Hhat  eat  but 
twice  a-day  ;  and  some  who  eat  but  once  ; 
though  I  never  knew  any  man  thrive 
who  did  not  supply  nature  in  four  substan- 
tial and  regular  meals.  These  sieges  are 
damnable  visitations  on  humanity,  and 
there  should  be  plans  invented  to  conduct 
a  war  without  them.  The  moment  you 
begin  to  starve  a  soldier,  he  grows  tame 
and  melancholy :  feed  him,  and  defy  the 
devil !  How  is  it,  my  worthy  fellow  ;  do 
you  like  your  ham  running  or  dry  r 

The  savoury  smell  of  the  meat  had 
caused  the  -suffering  invalid  to  raise  his 
feverish  body^  and  he  sat  watching  with 
greedy  looks,  every  movement  of  his  un-* 
expected  benefactor.  His'  parched  lips 
were  already  working  with  impatience, 
and  every  glance  of  his  glassy  eye  betrayed 
the  absolute  dominion  of  physical  want 
over  his  feeble   mind.     To    this  question 
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he  made  the  simple  and  touching  replji 
of— 

'^  Job  isn't  particalar  in  his  eating." 

^^  Neither  am  I/'  returned  the  methodical 
gourmand^  returning  a  piece  of  the  meat 
to  the  fire,  that  Job  had  already  devoured 
in  imagination — ^*  one  would  like  to  get 
it  up  welly,  notwithstanding  the  hurry.  A 
single  turn  more,  and  it  will  be  fit  lor  the 
xflMMith  of  a  prkioe.  Bring  hither  th«t 
trencher,  Shearflint — it  is  idle  to  be  par- 
ticular about  crockery  in  so  pressing  a 
case.  Greasy  scoundrel,  would  you  didi 
a  ham  in  its  gravy !  What  a  noa^y 
it  is,  after  all !  Gome  hither,  help  me  to  the 
bed." 

'^  May  the  Lord,  who  sees  and  notes 
each  kind  thought  of  his  creatures,  Uess 
and  reward  you  for  this  care  of  my  forlorn 
boy !"  exclaimed  Abigail,  in  the  fullness  of 
her  heart ;  '*  but  will  it  be  prudent  to  give 
such  strong  nourishment  to  one  hi  a  buminf^ 
fever  ?" 

"  What  else  would  you  give,  woman  f 
I  doubt  not  he  owes  his  disease  to  bis 
wants.      An   empty    stomach  is   like  an 
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&mpty  pocket,  a  place  for  the  devil  to 

play  bis   gambols  lo,       'Tis  your  sniall 

doctor  who  prates  of  a  meagre  regimen. 

Hunger  is  a.  distemper  of  itself,  and  no 

reasonable  man,  who  is  above  listening  to 

quackery,  will  believe  it  can  be  a  remedy. 

Food  is  the  prop  of  life — and  eating,  like 

a  crutch   to  a  maimed  man — Shearflint, 

examine  tbe   ashes   for  the    irons  of  my 

supporter,    and  then   dish    a  bit    of  the 

meat  for  the  poor  woman.     Eat  away,  my 

charming  boy,  eat  away !"  he  continued, 

rubbing  his  hands  in  honest  delight,  to  see 

tbe  avidity  with  which  the  famishing  Job 

received  his  boon.    '^  The  second  pleasure 

in  life  is  to  see  a  hungry  man  enjoy  his 

meal.     The  first  being  more  deeply  seated 

in   human    nature.      This    ham   has  the 

true  Virginia  flavour !     Have  you  such  a 

thing    as   a  spare    trencher,   Shearflint  ? 

It  is  so  near   the  usual   hour,  I  may  aa 

well  sup.     It  is  rare,  indeed,  that  a  man 

enjoys  two  such  luxuries  at  once ! 

The  tongue  of  Polwarth  ceased  the 
instant  Shearflint  administered  to  his 
wants  ;  the  warehouse,  into  which  he  had 
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CO  'lately  entered  with  such  fell  btent, 
exhibiting  the  strange  spectacle  of  tbe 
captain,  sharing,  with  social  commanion, 
in  the  humble  repiast  of  ita  hanted  and 
miserable  tenants. 


CHAPTER  V. 

"  .Sir  Thurio,  gife  us  leare,  I  pray,  awhile 
'*  We  have  some  lecrets  to  confer  about.'' 

T\bo  QenJtlemtn  qf  Verona, 

t)DRiNG  the  preceding  exhibition  of  riot 
and  degradation^  in  the    dock-square,  a 
very  different  state  of  things  existed  be- 
neath the  roof  of  a  proud  edifice  that  stood 
in  an  adjacent  street.     As  was  usual  at  that 
hour  of  the  night,  the  windows  of  the  Pro- 
vince-house were  brilliant  with  lights,  as 
if  in  mockery  of  the  naked  dreariness  of 
the    neighbouring  church,  and  every  ap- 
proach  to  that  privileged    residence    o£ 
tbe  representative  of  royalty,  was  closely: 
guarded  by  the   vigilance  of  armed  men. 
Into  this  favoured  dwelling  it  now  becomes 
necessary  to  remove  the  scene,  in  order 
to  pursue  the  thread  of  our  unpretending 
narrative. 

f3 
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Domestics,    in   rich    military    liverieii 
might  be  seen  gliding  from  rcx>m  to  room, 
in  the  hurry  of  a  banquet — some  bearing 
vessels  of  the  most  generous  wines  into  the 
apartment  where  Howe  entertained  the 
leaders  of  the  royal  army^  and  others  re- 
turning with  the  remnants  of  a  feast^  which^ 
though  sumptuously  served,    having  felt 
the  scarcity  of  the  times,  had  offered  more 
to  the  eyes  than  to  the  appetites  of  the 
guests.     Idlers,  in  the  loose  undress  of  their 
martial  profession,  loitered  through    the 
halls,  and  many  a  wistful  glance,  or  linger- 
ing  look  followed  the  odorous  scents,  as 
bumMer  menials  received  the  viands  to 
transport  them  into  the  more   secret  re* 
cesses  of  the  building.    Notwithstanding 
the  life  and  activity  which  prevailed,  every 
movement  was  conducted  in  silence  and 
Regularity ;  the  whole  of  the  lively  soene 
affording  a  happy  illustration  of  the  virCiica 
and  harmony  of  order. 

Within  the  walls  of  that  apartment  to 
which  every  eye  seemed  directed  as  to  a 
common  centre,  in  anticipation  of  the 
slightest  wish  of  those  who  revelled  tbere. 
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all  was  bright  and  oheerfiil.  The  hearth 
knew  no  want  of  fuel ;  the  eoarger  workman- 
ship of  the  floor  was  hid  beneath  rich  and 
ample  carpets,  while  the  windows  were 
nearly  lost  within  the  sweeping  folds  of 
curtains  of  figured  damask.  Every  thing 
wore  an  air  of  exquisite  comfort^  blended 
with  a  species  of  careless  elegance.  Even 
the  most  minute  article  of  the  furniture 
bad  been  transported  from  that  distant 
country  which  was  then  thought  to  mo- 
nopolize all  the  cunning  arts  of  handicraft, 
to  administer  to  the  pleasures  of  those,  who, 
however  careless  of  themselves  in  mo- 
ments of  trial,  courted  the  most  luxurious 
indulgencies  in  their  hours  of  ease. 

Along  the  centre  of  this  gay  apartment 
was  spread  the  hospitable  board  of  the 
entertainer.  It  was  surrounded  by  men 
in  the  trappings  of  high  military  rank, 
though  here  and  there  might  be  seen  a 
guest,  whose  plainer  attire  and  dejeoted 
countenance,  betrayed  the  presence  of  one 
or  two  of  those  misjudging  colonists,  whose 
confidence  in  the  resistless  power  of  the 
crown,  began  already  to   waven      The 
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lieutetiant  of  the  king  held  hi*  wonted 
place  at  the  banquet^  his  dark  vinge  n- 
pressing  all  the  heartiness  of  a  soldiers 
welcome,  while  be  pointed  oat  this  or  that 
favourite  amongst  an  abundant  oollectioa 
of  wines,  that  included  the  choicest  Itqaors 
of  Europe* 

^^  For  those  who  share  the  mess  of  s 
British  general^  you  have  encountered  rode 
fare  to-day,  gentlemen/'  he  cried ; 
^^  though,  after  all,  'tis  such  as  a  British 
soldier  knows  how  t<o  fatten  on,  in  the 
service  of  his  master.  Fill,  gentlemen; 
fill  in  loyal  bumpers,  for  we  have  neglected 
our  allegiance." 

Each  glass  now  stood  sparkling  and 
overcharged  with  wine,  when,  after  a  short 
and  solemn  pause,  the  host  pronoanced 
aloud,  the  magical  words — '^  The  King.^ — 
Every  voice  echoed  the  name,  after  whioh 
there  literally  succeeded  a  breathless  pause; 
when  an  old  man,  in  the  uniform  of  an 
officer  of  the  fleet,  first  proving  his  loyalty 
by  flourishing  on  high  his  inverted  gi»^ 
added,  with  hearty  will — 

«<  God  bless  him  !" 
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''  God  bless  him  !"  repeated  the  gi'aceful 
leader,  who  has  already  been  more  than 
once  named  in  these  pages ;  ^^  and  grant 
him  a  long  and  glorious  reign  I  and  should 
there  be  no  treason  in  the  wish,  in  death, 
a  Grave  like  yourself,  worthy  admiral — 
^  Sepulchrum  sine  sordibus  extrue.^  " 

^^  Like  me !"  echoed  the  blunt  seaman, 
whose  learning  was  somewhat  impaired  by 
hard  and  long  service — "  I  am,  it  is  true, 
none  of  your  cabin-window  gentry,  but 
his  Majesty  might  stoop  lower  than  by 
favouring  a  faithful  servant,  like  me,  with 
his  gracious  presence/' 

•*  Your  pardoq,  sir,  I  should  have  in- 
cluded, ^  permissum  arbitrio.' " 

The  equivoque  had  barely  excited  a 
smile,  when  the  sedate  countenance  of 
the  commander*in-chief  indicated  that  the 
subject  was  too  serious  for  a  jest.  Nor  did 
the  naval  chieftain  appear  to  relish  the  un- 
known tongue ;  for  quite  as  much,  if  not 
%  little  more  offended  with  the  liberty 
taken  with  his  own  name,  than  with  the 
privileged  person  of  the  sovereign,  he 
roznewhat  smartly  retorted — 
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^*  Permitted  or  not  permitted,  I  ooni'^ 
jnand  the  fleet  of  his  Majesty  in  these 
waters,  and  it  shall  be  noted  as  a  cheerfol 
day  in  our  log-books,  when  you  gentlemen 
of  the  army  dismiss  us  to  our  duty  again 
on  the  high  seas.  A  sailor  will  grow  as 
tired  of  doing  nothing,  as  ever  a  soldier 
did  of  work,  and  Hike  *  elbow-room*  even 
in  my  coffin — ha,  ha,  ha — ^what  d*ye  think 
of  that,  master  wit — ha,  ha,  ha — ^what  d*ye 
say  to  that  ?'' 

^  Quite  fair,  well  deserved,  and  oottinglv 
severe,  admiral,'*  returned  the  undisturbed 
soldier,  smiling  with  perfect  self-possesnon, 
as  he  sipped  his  wine.  ^^  But  as  yoa  find 
confinement  and  leisure  so  irksome,  I  will 
presume  to  advise  your  seizing  some  of 
these  impudent  Yankees  who  look  into  the 
port  so  often,  not  only  robbing  us  of  our 
stores,  but  offending  so  many  loyal  eyes 
with  their  traitorous  presence.  *' 

'^  I  command  a  parley  to  be  beaten/* 
interrupted  the  commander-in-chie^  ^  and 
a  truce  to  further  hostilities.  Where  all 
have  done  their  duty,  and  have  done  it  so 
well,  even  wit  must  respect  their  conduct 
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Let  me  advise  you  to  sound  the  contents, 
of  that  dusty-looking  bottle^  Mr.  Graves; 
I  think  you  will  approve  the  situation  as 
an  anchorage  for  the  night.'* 

The  honest  oldseaman  instantly  drowned 
his  displeasure  in  a  glass  of  the  generous 
liquor^  and  smacking  his  lips  after  the  po- 
tations, for  he  repeated  the  first  on  the 
moment,  he  exclaimed — 

"Ah!  you  are  too  stationary,  by  half, 
to  stir  up  the  soul  of  your  liquors.  Wine 
should  never  slumber  on  its  lees  until  it 
has  been  well  rolled  in  the  trough  of  a  sea 
for  a  few  months ;  then,  indeed,  you  may 
set  it  asleep,  and  yourself  by  the  side  of  it, 
if  you  like  a  cat's  nap." 

"  As  orthodox  a  direction  for  the  ripen<* 
ing  of  wine  as  was  ever  given  by  a  bishop 
to  his  butler!"  exclaimed  his  adversary. 
Another  significant  glance  from  his  dark* 
looking  superior,  again  checked  his  wilful 
playfulness,  when  Howe  profited  by  the 
iilence,  to  say  with  the  frank  air  of  a 
iberal  host — 

^^  As  motion  is,  just  now,  denied  us,  the 
)nly  means  I  can  devise,  to  prevent  my 
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wine  from  slumberin)^  on  its  Iees»  is  to 
drink  it." 

^^  Besides  whicb^  we  are  threatened  witk 
a  visit  from  Mr.  Washington,  and  Ub 
thirsty  followers^  who  may  save  us  all 
trouble  in  the  matter,  unless  we  jwore 
industrious.  In  such  a  dilemma,  Mr. 
Graves  will  not  hesitate  to  pledge  me  m  a 
-glass,  though  it  should  be  only  to  dis- 
appoint the  rebels!"  added  Burgoyiie, 
making  a  graceful  inclination  to  the  half- 
offended  seaman. 

'^  Ay,  ay^  I  would  do  much  more  dis- 
agreeable thiugs  to  cheat  the  rascals  of 
their  plunder/'  returned  the  mollified  admi- 
ral, good-naturedly  nodding  his  head  before 
he  swallowed  his  bumper — ^^If  there  beany 
real  danger  of  the  loss  of  such  liquid  amber 
as  this,  'twould  be  as  well  to  send  it  along- 
side my  ship,  and  I  will  hoist  it  in^  and 
find  it  a  birth,  though  it  shares  my  own 
cott.  I  believe  I  command  a  fortreas 
which  neither  Yankee,  Frenchman,  nor 
Don,  would  like  to  besiege,  unless  at  a 
respectful  distance." 

The  officers  around  him  looked  exceed* 
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ingly  grave,  exchanging  glances  of  great 
meaning,  though  all  continued  silent,  as  if 
the  common  subject  of  their  meditations 
was  too  delicate  to  be  loudly  uttered  in 
such  a  presence.    At  length  the  second  in 
command^  who  still  felt  the  coldness  of  his 
superior,   and    who    had,    hitherto,    said 
nothing  during  the  idle  dialogue,  ventured 
a  remark,  with  the  gravity  and  distance  of 
a  man  who  was  not  certain  of  his  welcome. 
"  Our  enemies  grow  bold  as  the  season 
advances,"  he  said,  ^*  and  it  is  past  a  doubt 
that  they  will  find  us  employment  in  the 
coming  summer.     It  cannot  be  denied  but 
they  conduct  themselves  with  great  steadi- 
ness in  all  their  batteries,  especially  in  this 
last,  at  the  water-side ;  nor  am  I  without 
apprehension  that  they  will  yet  get  upon 
the  islands^  and  render  the  situation  of  the 
ihipping  hazardous." 

^^  Get  upon  the  islands!  drive  the  fleet 
from  their  anchors!"  exclaimed  the  veteran 
cailor,  in  undisguised  amazement ;  *^  I  shall 
iccount  it  a  happy  day  for  England,  when 
Washington  and  his  rabble  trust  themselves 
vithin  reach  of  our  shot!" 

''  God  grant  us  a  chance  at  the  rascals 
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with  the  bayonet  in  the  open  field,''  ei 
Howe,  ^'  and  an  end  of  these  winter  qatr* 
ters !  I  say  winter-  quarters^  for  I  tnnt  no 
gentleman  can  consider  this  army  as  be* 
sieged  by  a  mob  of  armed  peasants !  We 
hold  the  town  and  they  the  country ;  bat 
when  the  proper  time  shall  come — well 
sir^  your  pleasure/'  he  continued  inter* 
rupting  himself  to  speak  to  an  upper  eer- 
vant  at  his  elbow. 

The  man,  who  had  stood  for  more  than 
a  minute^  in  an  attitude  of  respectful  atteo* 
tion>  anxious  to  catch  the  eye  of  his  nsster, 
muttered  his  message  in  a  low  and  hurried 
voice,  as  if  unwilling  to  be  heard  by  oUNte* 
and  at  the  same  time  conscious  of  the  im* 
propriety  of  whispering.     Most  of  thov 
around  him  turned  their  heads  in  pobte 
indifference,  but  the  old  sailor,  who  sat  too 
near  to  be  totally  deaf,  had  caught  the 
words,  ^*  a  lady,''  which  was  quite  enough 
to  provoke  all  his  merriment,  after  such  s 
free  indulgence  of  the  bottle.     Striking  hie 
hand  smartly  on  the  table,  he  exdanned, 
with  a  freedom  that  no  other  present  oouM 
have  presumed  to  use — 

'^  A  sail  I    a  sail !    by   George  a  sail ! 
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ttnder   what    coloura,  friend;    king's  or 

rebels  ?  Here  has  been  a  blander  with  a 
Vengeance!  The  cook  has  certainly  been 
too  late^  or  the  lady  is  too  early !  ha,  ha^ 
bar— Oh!  yon  are  wicked^  free  livers  in 
the  army  !'^ 

The  tough  old  tar  enjoyed  his  joke  ex* 
oeedingly,  chuckling  with  inward  delight 
at  his  discovery.  He  was,  however,  alone 
in  his  merriment,  none  of  the  soldiers  ven* 
luring  to  understand  his  allumons,  any 
further  than  by  exchanging  a  few  stolen 
looks  of  unusual  archness.  Howe  bit  his 
lips,  with  obvious  vexation,  and  sternly 
ordered  the  man  to  repeat  his  errand  in  a 
iToioe  that  was  more  audible. 

^^  A  lady/'  said  the  trembling  menial, 
'  wishes  to  see  your  excellency,  and  she 
i^aits  your  pleasure,  sir,  in  the  library." 

^^  Among  his  books,  too !''  shouted  the 
dmiral — ^^  that  would  have  better  become 
ou,  my  joking  friend  1  I  say,  young  man, 
I  the  girl  young  and  handsome  f " 

^^  By  the  lightness  of  her  step,  sir,  I 
[lould  think  her  young ;  but  her  face  was 
ancealed  under  a  hood." 
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'*  Ay  !  ay !  the  jade  comes  hooded  into 
the  bouse  of  the  king !  Damn  me,  Howe, 
but  modesty  is  getting  to  be  a  rare  Tirlue 
amongst  you  gentlemen  on  shore  !" 

^^'Tis  a  plain  case  against  yon,  sir^for 
even  the  servant,  as  you  find,  has  detected 
that  she  is  light  of  carriage,'^  said  the 
smiling  Burgoyne,  making  a  half  modon 
towards  rising.  ^^  It  is  probably  aooie 
applicant  for  relief^  or  for  permissioii  to 
depart  the  place.  Suffer  me  to  see  her, 
and  spare  yourself  the  pain  of  a  refusal  T* 

^^  'Not  at  all/'  said  Howe,  gainmg  hii 
feet  with  an  alacrity  that  anticipated  the 
more  deliberate  movement  of  the  other— 
''  I  should  be  unworthy  of  the  trust  I  hold, 
.could  I  not  lend  an  occasional  ear  to  a 
petition.  .  Gentlemen^  as  there  is  a  lady 
in  the  case,  I  presume  to  trespass  on  your 
indulgence.  Admiral  I  commend  yoa  to 
my  butler,  who  is  a  worthy  fellow,  and 
can  give  you  all  the  cruises  of  the  bottle 
before  you,  since  it  left  the  island  of  Ma- 
deira/* 

He  inclined  his  head  to  his  guests,  mhI 
passed  from  the  room  with  a  hurried  atepu 
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that  did  not   altogether  consult    appear- 
ances.   As  he  proceeded  through  the  hali, 
his  ears  were  saluted  by  another  burst  from 
the  hearty   old    seaman,   who,   however, 
enjoyed  his  humour  alone,  the  rest  of  the 
party  immediately  turning  to  other  sub- 
jects^ with  well-bred  dulness.  :  On  entering 
thQ  room  already  mentioned,  Howe  found 
iiifflself  in  the  presence  of  the  female,  who, 
notwithstanding  their    apparent  indiffer* 
encei,  was  at  that  very  moment  occupying 
the  thoughts,  and  exercising  the  ingenuity 
of  every  man   he   had   left  behind    him. 
Advancing  at  once  to  the  centre  of  the 
apartment,  with  the  ease  and  freedom  of 
a  soldier  who  felt  himself  without  a  supe- 
rior, he  asked  with  a  politeness  somewhat, 
equivocal — - 

*^Why  am  I  favoured  with  this  visit? 
tnd  why  has  a  lady,  whose  appearance 
.hows  she  might  command  friends  at  any 
ime,  assamed  this  personal  trouble?'* 

'^  Because  I  am  a  supplicant  for  a  favour 
hat  might  be  denied  to  one  who  petitioned 
oldly/'  returned  a  soft,  tremulous  voice^ 
leep    within    the  covering    of   a  silken 
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calasb.  ^^  As  time  is  wanting  to  observe 
the  usual  forms  of  application^  I  Imye 
presumed  to  come  in  person,  to  prevent 
delay/' 

*^And  surely^  one  like  you  can  hare 
little  reason  to  dread  a  repolae,^  said 
Howe^  with  an  attempt  at  gallantry,  that 
would  have  better  become  the  nan  who 
had  offered  to  be  his  substitute.  While 
speaking  he  advanced  a  step  ni^ier  to 
the  lady^  and  pointing  to  her  h€K>d,  be 
continued^— ^^  Would  it  not  be  wise  to  aid 
your  request,  with  a  view  of  a  counteramce 
that  I  am  certain  can  speak  better  th«i 
any  words — whom  have  I  the  honour  to 
receive,  and  what  may  be  the  nature  of 
her  business  ?" 

^^  A  wife  who  seeks  her  husband,^  re- 
turned the  female,  dropping  the  fcids  of 
her  calash,  and  exposing  to  his  steady  eyes. 
the  commanding  loveliness  of  the  obast<e 
countenance  of  Cecil.  The  sudden  anmui- 
ciation  of  her  character  was  foroed  from 
the  lips  of  the  unclaimed  bride^  by  the 
freedom  of  a  gaze  to  which  she  was  anoNd  ; 
but  the  instant  she  had  spoken,  her 
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fall  cm  the  floor  in  embarrassmenty  and  she 
stood  deeply  blnshmg  at  the  strength  of 
berown  language,  though  preserving  all 
the  apparent  composure  and  dignity  of 
female  pride.  The  English  general  re* 
garded  her  beauty  for  a  moment,  with 
a  pleased,  though  doubting  eye,  before  he 
continued — 

'^  Is  he  whom  you  seek  within  or  with 
out  the  town  T* 

"  I  much  fear,  without  !'* 

*'And  you  would  follow  him  into  the 
camp  of  the  rebels  ?  This  is  a  case  that  may 
require  some  deliberation.  I  feel  assured 
I  entertain  a  lady  of  great  beauty  ;  might 
I9  in  addition,  know  how  to  address  her?" 

^^  For  my  name  I  can  Have  no  reason  to 
blush,"  said  Cecil,  proudly — *^  'tis  noble 
in  the  land  of  our  common  ancestors,  and 
may  have  reached  the  ears  of  Mr,  Howe 
—I  am  the  child  of  the  lale  Colonel 
Dynevor." 

**  The  niece  of  Lord  Cardonnel) !"  ex- 
claimed her  auditor,  in  amazement,  in^ 
itantly  losing  the  equivocal  freedom  of  his 
nanner  in  an  air  of  deep  respect — ^^  I  have 
ong  known  that  Boston  contained  suoh  a 
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lady  ;  nor  do  T  forget  that  she  is  accused 
of  concealing  herself  from  the  atteDtiont 
of  the  army,  like  one  of  the  most  obdurate 
of  our  foes— attentions  which  every  man 
in  the  garrison  would  be  happy  to  show 
her,  from  myself  down  to  the  lowest  ensign 
—do  me  the  honour  to  be  seated  ?'' 

Cecil  bowed  her  acknowledgments,  bat 
continued  standing— 

**  I  have  neither  time  nor  spirits  to  de- 
fend myself  from  such  an  impatatioo,'' 
she  answered — ^^  though  should  my  own 
name  prove  no  passport  to  your  favour, 
I  must  claim  it  in  behalf  of  him  I  seek." 

*^  Should  he  be  the  veriest  rebel  in  the 
train  of  Washington,  he  has  great  reuon 
to  be  proud  of  his  fortune !" 

*^  So  far  from  ranking  among  the  ene- 
mies  of  the  king,  he  has  already  been  lavisii 
of  his  blood  in  behalf  of  the  crown  .^^  re* 
turned  Cecii,  unconsciously  Falsings  the 
calash  again,  with  maiden  bashfolness, 
she  felt  the  moment  was  approaching^ 
she  must  declare  the  name  of  the 
whose  influence  over  her  feelings  she 
already  avowed, 

^'  4nd  he  is  called  T 
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The  answer  was  given  to  this  direct 
qaestion,  in  a  low  but  distinct  voice.  Howe 
started  when  he  heard  the  well-known 
name  of  an  officer  of  so  much  considera- 
tion, though  a  mieaning  smile  lighted  his 
dark  features^  as  he  repeated  her  words  in 
surprise— 

'^  Major  Lincoln !  his  refusal  to  re- 
turn to  Europe,  in  search  of  health,  is 
then  satisfactorily  explained!  Without 
the  town  did  you  say !  there  must  be  some 
error." 
"  I  fear  it  is  too  true  !" 
The  harsh  features  of  the  leader  con- 
tracted again  into  their  sternest  look^  and 
it  was  apparent  how  much  he  was  disturbed 
by  the  intelligence. 

''  This  is  presuming  too  far  on  his  pri- 
vilege,"  he  muttered  in  an  under  tone. 
— "  Left  the  place,  say  you,  without  my 
knowledge  and  approbation,  young  lady  ?" 
**  Bat  on  no  unworthy  errand  !**  cried 
the  almost  breathless  Cecil,  instantly  lo:?- 
ing  sight  of  herself  in  her  anxiety  for 
Lionel — "  private  sorrows  have  driven 
him    to  an   act,   that,  at    another  time  ^ 
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ha  would  be  the  first  to  condemn  as  a  tol- 
dier." 

Howe  maintained  a  cool,  but  tbreatan- 
ing  silence,  that  was  far  more  appalliiif 
than  any  words  could  be.  The  alarmed 
wife  gazed  at  his  lowering  face  for  a  mi» 
nute,  as  if  to  penetrate  his  secret  thoogi^ 
then  yielding,  with  the  sensitivenesa  of 
a  woman,  to  her  worst  apprehensions,  she 
cried— 

*'  Oh !  you  would  not  avail  yourself  of 
this  confession  to  do  him  harm.  Has  he 
not  bled  for  you ;  lingered  for  months  on 
the  verge  of  the  grave,  in  defence  of  youT 
cause ;  and  will  you  now  doubt  him !  Nay, 
sir,  though  chance  and  years  may  have 
subjected  him,  for  a  time,  to  your  contitml, 
he  is  every  way  your  equal,  and  will  con* 
front  each  charge  before  his  Royal  Master. 
let  who  may  bring  them  against  his  ^mt- 
less  name  I" 

*^  'Twill  be  necessary,"  the  other  coldly 
replied. 

^^  Nay,  hearken  not  to  my  weak, 
meaning  words,"  continued  Cecil, 
ing  her  hands,  ]^in  doubting  dsrtreai;   ^^  I 
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know  not  what  I  say.  He  has  your  per- 
mission to  hold  intercourse  with  the  conn* 
try  weekly  ?" 

''  For  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  sup»- 
.  plies  necessary  to  his  past  condition." 

'^  And  may  he  not  have  gone  on  such 
an  errand,  and  under  favour  of  the  flag  you 
yourself  have  cheerfully  accorded  ?" 

^*  In  such  a  case  would  I  not  have  been 
spared  the  pain  of  this  interview  !" 

Cecil  paused  a  moment,  and  seemed  col* 
leoting  her  scattered  faculties,    and  pre-, 
paring  her  mind  for  some  serious  purpose. 
After  a  little  time,  she  attempted  a  painful 
smile,  saying,  more  calmly — 

*^  I  had  presumed  too  far  on  military  in- 
dulgence, and  was  even  weak  enough  to 
believe  the  request  would  be  granted  to 
my  name  and  situation." 

*^  No  name,  no  situation,  no  circum- 
stanoes,  can  ever  render — " 

^^  Speak  not  the  cruel  words,  lest  they 
once  more  drive  me  from  my  recollec- 
tion,'* interrupted  Cecil.  '*  First  hear  me, 
sir — ^listen  to  a  wife  and  a  daughter,  and 
you  will  recall  the  cruel  sentence." 

o2 
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Without  waiting  for  a  reply,  the  ad- 
vanoed  with  a  firm   aod  proud  step  to  tbe 
door  of  the  room,  passing  her  astonished 
companion  with  an  eye  and  a  face  beam- 
ing with  the  fulness  of  her  object    In  tk 
outer  passage,  she  beckoned  from  amoDg 
tbe  loiterers  in  the  hall,  to  the  stranger 
who  had  accompanied  her  in  the  visit  to 
the    warehouse,  and    when   he  had  ap 
proached,  and  entered  the  room,  tbe  door 
once  more  closed,  leaving  the  spectator 
without  wondering  whence  such  a  vision 
of  purity  could  have  made  its  way  within 
the  sullied  walls  of  Province-house. 

Many  long  and  impatient  minutes  were 
passed  by  the  guests  in  the  banquetting- 
room,  during  the  continuance  of  this  myi- 
terious  interview.  The  jests  of  the  admi- 
ral began  to  flag,  just  as  his  companions 
were  inclined  to  think  they  were  most'me- 
rited,  and  the  conversation  assumed  that 
broken  and  disjointed  character  which  be- 
trays  the  wandering  of  the  speaken 
thoughts. 

At  length  a  bell  rang,  and  orders  came 
from  the  commander-in-chief,  to  clear  tbe 


LIONEL   LINCOLN.  125 

ball  of  its  carious  idlers.   Wfaen  none  were 
left  but    the   regular    domestics    of   the 
family,  Howe  appeared^  supporting  Cecily 
closely  hooded,  to    the  conveyance  that 
.awaited  her  presence  at  the  gate.     The 
air  of  their  master  communicated  a  deep 
respect  to  the  manners  of  the  observant 
menials,  who  crowded  about  their  persons, 
to  aid  the  departure,  with  officious  zeal. 
The  amazed  sentinels  dropped  their  arms, 
with  the  usual  regularity,  to  their  chief- 
tain, as  he  passed  to  the  outer  portal  in 
honour  of  his  unknown  companion,  and 
eyes  met  the  expressive  glances  of  eyes 
as  all  who  witnessed  the  termination  of 
this  visits  sought  in  the  countenances  of 
those  around  them,  some  solution  of  its 
object. 

When  Howe  resumed  his  seat  at  the 
table,  another  attempt  was  made  by  the 
admiral  to  renew  the  i^ibject ;  but  it  was 
received  with  an  air  so  cold,  and  a  look  so 
pointedly  severe,'^that  even  the  careless  son 
of  the  ocean  forgot  his  humour  under  the 
impression  of  so  dark  a  frown. 


CHAPTER  VI. 


"  Hor  BMRtel  iboaty  nor  miiiitnl 
f  Amwunced  tfaefir 


Cecil  anfiered  the  nigbt  to  advaneei 
little, .  before  she  left  Tremont-iiraei,  to 
profit  by  the  permiMon  to  leave  the  place, 
her  oommunkmtion  had  obtained  frooi  tbe 
English  general.     It  was,  however,  fiv 
from  late  when  Ae  took  leave  of  Agnes, 
and  comaftenced  her  expeditiob,  etitt  it- 
tended  by  Meriton  and  the  nnknown  auou 
nvith  whom  she  has  already,  more  thanoooe, 
made  her  appearance  in  our  pi^ges.    At 
the  lower  part  of  the  town  she  left  her 
vehicle,  and  pursuing  the  roote  of  tsevenl 
devious  and  retired  streets,  soon  reMhiA 
the  margin  of  the  water.    1^  whar^e 
were  deserted  and  stilL    Indieatiq|^  Uit 
course  by  her  own  light  and  hurried  foul* 
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atapii,  to  her  oompanioiuiy  the  yoathfol 
bride  moved  unhesitatingly  along  the 
rough  planks,  until  her  progress  was 
checked  by  a  large  basin,  between  two  of 
the  ordinary  wooden  piers  which  line  the 
shores  of  the  place.  Here  she  paused  for  a 
moment,  in  doubt,  as  if  fearful  there  had 
been  some  mistake,  when  the  figure  of  a 
boy  was  seen  advancing  out  of  the  shadows 
of  a  neighbouring  store-house. 

^^  I  fear  you  have  lost  your  way,"  he 
said,  when  within  a  few  feet  of  her,  where 
he  stood,  apparently  examining  the  party 
with  rigid  scrutiny.  ''  May  I  venture  to 
ask  whom  or  what  you  seek  f " 

<^  One  who  is  sent  hither,  on  private 
duty,  by  orders  from  the  commander*in* 
chief." 

'^  I  see  but  two,"  returned  the  lad,  hesi** 
tating — *^  where  is  the- third  ?" 

<'  He  lingers  in  the  distance,"  said  Cecil, 
pointing  to  Meriton,  whose  footsteps  were 
much  more  guarded  than  those  of  his  mis* 
tress.  '^  Three  is  our  number,  and  we  are 
all  present." 

^^  I  beg  a  thomnnd  pardons/'  returned 
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th0  youth,  dropping  the  foUa  of  •  mOai^B 
over-ooat,  under  which  he  had  conceuhd 
the  distinguiBhing  marks  of  a  naval  drea^ 
and  raising  his  hat  at  the  same  moment, 
with  great  respect ;  my  orders  were  to  wm 
the  utmost  precaution,  ma'am,  for,  as 
you  hear,  the  rebels  sleep  but  little  to- 
night!'' 

'^  'Tis  a  dreadful  scene  I  leave,  tmly, 
sir,"  returned  Cecil,  ''and  the  sooner  it 
will  suit  your  convenience  to  transport  w 
from  it,  the  greater  will  be  the  obligalioa 
you  are  about  to  confer/' 

The  youth  once  more  bowed,  in  anb* 
mission  to  her  wishes,  and  requested  ikm 
whole  party  to  follow  whither  he  aliovld 
lead.  A  very  few  moments  brooght 
to  a  pair  of  water-stairs,  where, 
cover  of  the  duskiness  tfirown  npoa  tbe 
basin  from  the  wharf,  ^  boat  lay  concealed^ 
in  perfect  readiness  to  receive  them. 

**  Be  stirring,  boys !''  cried  the 
in  a  tone  of  authority ;  ^  ship  your 
as  silently  as  if  stealing  away  from  an 
enemy.  Have  the  goodness,  ma'aoiy  to 
enter^  and  you  shall  have  a  quick    and 
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-safe  lahding  on  the  other  shore,  whatever 
may  be  the  reception  of  the  rebels.*' 

Cecil  and  her  two  attendants  complied 
without  delay,  when  the  boat  glided  into 
the  stream  with  a  velocity  that  promised 
a  9peedy  verification  of  the  words  of  the 
midshipman.  The  most  profound  stillness 
reigned  among  these  nocturnal  adventurers, 
and  by  the  time  they  had  rowed  a  short 
distance,  the  bride  began  to  lose  an  imme- 
diate consciousness  of  her  situation,  in 
contemplation  of  the  scene. 

The  evening  was  already  milder,  and 
by  one  of  those  sudden  changes,  peculiar 
to  the  climate,'  it  was  rapidly  becoming 
even  bland  and  pleasant.  The  light  of  a 
clear  moon  fell  upon  the  town  and  har- 
bour, rendering  the  objects  of  both  visible, 
in  mellowed  softness.  The  huge  black 
hulls  of  the  vessels  of  war^  rested  sullenly 
on  the  waters,  like  slumbering  leviathans, 
without  even  a  sail  or  a  passing  boat, 
except  their  own,  to  enliven  the  view  in 
the  direction  of  the  port.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  hills  of  the  town  rose  in  beautiful 
relief,  against  the   clear  sky,  with   here 
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a»d  there  a  roof  or  a  stee^de  rtfleetnig  the 
pale  light  of  the  moon.    The  boeom  of  Ar 
filaoe  was  as  quiet  as    if  its  iahalntiDto 
mere  buried  in  midnight  sleep,  but  behind 
^fae  hills,  in  a  oilrcuit  extending  bom  the 
'Works  on  the  heights  of  Charleslown,  to 
the  Neck,  which  lay  in  open  view  of  the 
boat,  there  existed  all  the   evidenoes  of 
furious  warfare.     During  the  few  preosil* 
4ng  nights  the  Americans  had  been  noit 
than  commonly  diligent  in  the  use  of  their 
annoyances,  but    now  they   appeared  to 
expend  their  utmost  energies  upon  their 
enemies.      Still   they    i^red    the   tows, 
directing  the  weight  of  'their  fire  at  the 
different    batteries  which    proteoted    the 
approaches  to  the  place,  as  already  des- 
cribed, along  the  western  borders  of  the 
penilisula. 

The  ears  of  Cecil  had  long  been  aceiB- 
totni^d  to  the  uproar  of  arms,  but  this  w« 
the  first  occasion  in  which  she  was  erer  a 
witness  of  the  mingled  beauties  vdA 
terrors  of  a  cannonade  at  night.  SolferJog 
the  calash  to  fall,  she  shook  back  the  dark 
tresses  from  her  face,  and  leaning  over 
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Uie  sides  of  the  little  vessel,  listened  to  the 
bursts  of  the  artillery,  and  gazed  on  the 
sudden  flashes  of  vivid  lif^ht  that  mocked 
the  dimmer  illumination  of  the  planet, 
with  an  absorbed  attention  that  momen- 
tarily lured  her  into  forgetfahiess.  The 
men  palled  their  light  boat  with  muffled 
oars,  and  so  still  was  its  progress,  that 
there  were  instants  when  even  the  shot 
might  be  heard  rattling  among  the  ruins 
they  had  made. 

''It's  amazement  to  me,  madam,"  said 
Meriton, ''  that  so  many  British  generals, 
and  brave  gentleman  as  there  is  in  Boston, 
should  stay  in  such  a  little  spot  to  be 
shot  at  by  a  parcel  of  country-men,  where 
there  is  Lon'non,  as  still  and  as  safe,  at  this 
blessed  moment,  as  a  parish  church-yard, 
at  midnight !'' 

Cecil  raised  her  eyes  at  this  interruption, 
and  perceived  the  yOuth  gazing  at  her 
countenance  in  undisguised  admiration  of 
its  beauty.  Blushing,  and  once  more  con- 
cealing her  features  beneath  her  calash,  she 
turned  away  from  the  view  of  the  conflict, 
in  silence. 
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'^Tfae  rebels  are  firee  with  their  pm- 
ppwder  toHiigbt !"  said  the  midnhipmftii— 
'^  Some  of  their  cruisers  have  ]Mcked  op 
another  of  our  store  ships,  I  faDey,  or  Mr. 
Washington  would  not  make  snch  a  mcmj 
time  of  ity  when  all  honest  peo]de  dould 
be  thinking  of  their  sleep.  Don't  yoa 
believe,  Ma'am,  if  the  admiral  wooU 
warp  three  or  four  of  oar  heaviest  diip 
up  into  the  channel,  back  of  the  towa, 
^t  w  oul  be  a  short  method  of  lowering 
the  conceit  of  these  Yankees  ?'' 

^^  Really,  sir,  I  am  so  little  acquainted 
with  military  matters,"  returned  Ceeil> 
suffering  her  anxious  features  to  rdaz 
into  a  smile,  '^  that  my  opinion,  should  I 
venture  to  give  one,  would  be  utterly 
worthless/' 

^^  Why,  young  gentleman,^  said  Me- 
riton,  ^^  the  rebels  drove  a  galley  out  of 
the  river,  a  night  or  two  ago,  as  I  eaa 
testify  myself^  having  stood  behind  a  large 
brick  store,  where  I  saw  the  whole  aflBur, 
most  beautifully  conducted." 

**'  A  very  fit  place  for  one  like  you,  no 
doubt,  sir,"    returned    the    midskipmaiu 
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withoat  attemptiog  tP  conceal  his  disgust 
at  so  impertinent  .an  interruption — ^  do 
you4^nQW  what  a  galley  is,  Ma'am? 
nothing  but  a  small  vessel  cut  down,  with 
a  few  heavy  guns^  I  do  assure  you.  It 
would  be  a  very  different  affair  with  a 
frigate  or  a  two-decker !  Do  but  observe 
what  a  charming  thing  our  ship  is,  Ma'am 
— I  am  sure  so  beautiful  a  lady  must  know 
how  to  admire  a  handsome  ship  ! — she  lies 
here-away,  nearly  in  a  range  with  the 
second  island." 

To  please  the  earnest  youth,  Cecil  bent 
her  bead  toward  the  quarter  he  wished, 
and 'murmured  a  few  words  in  approbation 
of  his  taste.  But  the  impatient  boy  had 
narrowly  watched  the  direction  of  her  eyes, 
and  she  was  interrupted  by  his  exclaiming 
in  manifest  disappointment — 

^'  What !  that  shapeless  hulk,  just  above 
the  castle !  she  is  an  old  Dutch  prize,  en 
flute,  ay,  older  than  my  grandmother, 
good  old  soul ;  and  it  wouldn't  matter  the 
value  of  a  piece  of  junk,  into  which  end 
you  stepped  her  bowsprit !  One  of  my 
school-fellows,  Jack  Willoughby ,  is  a  reefer 
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on  board  ber ;  and  he  says  that  tliey  eaa 
just  ge%  six  knots  out  of  her,  on  her  eovne 
in  smooth  water  with  a  fresh  hreeze,  al- 
lowing   seven  knots  for  lee-way!  Jack 
means  to  get  rid  of  her  the  moment  he 
can  catch  the  admiral  running  krge,  for 
the  Gntves's  live  near  the  Willooghbys  in 
town,   and    he  knows  ail  the  sooBdings 
about  the  old  man  s  humour.      No,  no, 
Ma'am,  Jack  would  give  every  shot  in  h» 
lockers  to  swing  a  hammock  betweeo  two 
of  the  beams  of  our  ship.     Do  exeoae  oie, 
one  moment ;" — ^presuming  to  take  one  of 
the  hands  of  Cecil,  though  with  suffident 
delicacy,  as  he  pointed  out  his  favoarite 
vessel — "  There,  Ma'am,  now  you  have 
her !  She  that's  so  taunt  rigged,  with  a  fly* 
ing-jib-boom,  and  all  her  top-gallant-yardi 
stopped   to  her  lower  rigging — ^we  send 
them  down  every  night  at  gun-fire,  txA 
cross  them  again  next  morning  as  regv" 
larly  as  the  beli  strikes  eight. — Isn't  she  a 
sweet  thing,  Ma'am?. for   I  see  she  h^ 
caught  your  eye  at  last,  and  I  am  sure  yon 
can't  wish  to  look  at  any  other  ship  in  port'* 
Cecil  could  not  refuse  her  commeoda- 
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tioos  to  Urn  eloquent  i^peal^  tfaougii  at 
the  next  moment  she  would  have  been 
utterly  at  a  lom  to  dietingoiidi  the  much- 
adroired  fri^te  from  the  despised  store- 
ship. 

"Ay,  ay,  Madam,  I  knew  you  would 
like  her  when  you  once  got  a  fair  glimpse 
at  her  proportions,"  continued  the  de- 
lighted boy;  *^ though  she  is  not  half  so 
beautiful  on  her  broadside,  as  when  you 
can  catch  her  lasking,  especially  on  her 
larboard  bow — pull,  long  and  strongs  men, 
and  with  a  light  touch  of  the  water — ^these 
Yankees  have  ears  as  long  as  borricoes, 
and  we  are  getting  in  with  the  land.  This 
set-down  at  Dorchester's  Neck  will  give 
you  a  long  walk.  Ma'am,  to  Cambridge ; 
but  there  was  no  possibility  of  touching 
the  rebels  any  where  else  to-night,  or,  as 
yon  see,  we  should  have  gone  right  into 
the  face  of  their  cannon." 

'^  Is  it  not  a  little  remarkable,'^  said 
Cecil,  willing  to  pay  the  solicitude  of  the 
boy  to  amuse  her,  by  some  reply^  ^^  that 
the  colonists,  while  they  invest  the  town 
so  closely  on  the  north  and  west,  should 
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utterly  iiegleet  to  assail  it  on  thesoiyi; 
for  I  believe  they  have  never  occupied  tk 
hilLr  in  Dorchester  at  all ;  and  yet  it  ii  one 
of  the  points  nearest  to  Boston  !'' 

^*  It  is  no  mystery  at  all  V*  returned  the 

boy,  shaking  his  head  with  all  the  sagaeity 

of  a  veteran — ^*  it  would   bring  another 

Bunker-hill  about  their  ears ;  for  you  see  it 

is  the  same  thing  at  this  end  of  the  place 

that  Gharlestown  Neck  is  at  the  otlm*!  a 

light  touch,  men,  a  light  touch  T  he  ooa- 

tinued,  dropping   his  voice  as  they  ap- 

'  preached  the  shore ;  '*  besides.  Ma'am,  a 

fort  on    that  hill  could  throw   its  shot 

directly  on  our  decks,  a  thing  the  old  torn 

would  never  submit  to ;  and  that  woald 

either    bring    on    a    regular    hamraeriof 

match,  or  a  general  clearing  out  of  the 

fleet ;  and  then  what  would  become  of  the 

Army ! — No,  no — the   Yankees  vi^ouUoH 

risk  driving  the  cod-fish  out  of  their  bay> 

to  try  such  an  experiment!  Lay  on  your 

oars,  boys,  while  I  take  a  squint  along  this 

shore,  to  see  if  there  are  any  Jooatbam 

cooling  themselves  near  the  beach,    by 

moon-light/' 
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The  obedient  seamen  rested  fron»  Ikeir 
labours,  while  their  yoathful  officer  stood  up 
in  the  boat  and  directed  a  small  night^^lass 
over  the  intended  place  of  landing.  The 
examination  proved  entirely  satisfactory, 
and  in  a  low  oaatious  voice,  he  ordered 
the  men  to  pull  into  a  place  where  the 
shadow  of  the  hills  might  render  the  land- 
ing still  less  likely  to  be  observed. 

Prom  this  tpoment  the  most  profound 
silence  was  observed,  the  boat  advancing 
swiftly  J  though  under  perfect  command,  to 
the  desired  spot,  where  it  was  soon  heard 
grazing  upon  the  bottom,  as  it  gradually 
lost  its  motion,  and  finally  became  station- 
ary. Cecil  was  instantly  assisted  to  the 
land^  whither  she  was  followed  by  the 
midshipman,  who  jumped  upon  the  shore, 
cvith  great  indifference,  and  approached  the 
passenger,  from  whom  he  was  now  about 
;o  part — 

'^  I  only  hope  that  those  you  next  fall  in 
vith,  may  know  how  to  treat  you  as  well 
IS  those  you  leave,"  said  the  boy,  ap- 
proaching, and  offering  his  hand,  with  the 
rankness  of  an  older  seaman,  to  Cecilr— 
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^^  God  bless  ymi,  my  dear  Ma'am ;  I  hsve 
two  little  sisters  at  home,  nearly  as  haad* 
aome  as  y  oumelf,  and  I  never  aee  a  wonm 
in  want  of  assistmioe,  but  I  think  of  the 
poor  girls  I've  left  in  old  Enj^^land— Ged 
bless  you,  once  more — ^I  hope  when  we 
meet  again,  you  will  take  a  nearer  Tiew  of 
the—" 

'^  You  are  not  likely  to  part  so  sooa  si 
you  imagine/'  exclaimed  a  man^  springing 
on  his  feet,  from  his  plaoe  of  xxmoealflwot 
behind  a  rock,  and  advancing  rapidly  cm 
the  party — ^  offer  the  least  resistance,  sod 
you  are  all  dead." 

*^  Shove  off,  men,  shove  off,  and  dooH 
tnmd  me !"  cried  the  youth,  with  admiisUe 
presence  of  mind. — ^^  For  God's  mke,aave 
the  boat,  if  you  die  for  it !" 

The  seamen  obeyed  with  pmetised 
alacrity,  when  the  boy  darted  after  tbMi 
with  the  lightness  of  his  years,  and  am^iai 
a  desperate  leap,  can^t  the  gunwale  ef 
the  barge,  into  whi<^  he  was  instaatij 
4rawn  by  the  sailors^  A  dosen  anned 
men  had  by  this  time  reaehed  the  cdfe 
•of  the  water,  and  as  many  muaketa  wert 
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pointed  at  the  retreatmg  party^  when  he 
who  had  first  spoken,  cried — 

**  Not  a  trigger !  the  boy  has  escaped 
uBj  and  he  deserves  his  fortune!  Let  as 
secure  those  who  remain ;  but  if  a  single 
gun  be  fired  it  will  only  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  fleet  and  castle/' 

His  companions,  who   had  acted  with 
the  hesitation  of  men  that  were  not  assured 
the  course  they  took  was  correct,  willingly 
dropped  the  muzzles  of  their  pieces,  and 
in  another  instant  the  boat  was  ploughing  its 
way  towards  the  much-admired  frigate^at  a 
distance  which  would  probably  have  ren- 
dered their  fire  quite  harmless.     Cecil  had 
hardly  breathed  during  the  short  period  of 
uncertainty,  but  when  the  sudden  danger 
was  passed,  she  prepared  herself  to  receive 
their  captors,  with  the  perfect  confidence 
which  an  American  woman  seldom  fails 
to  feel  in  the  mildness  and  reason  of  her 
countrymen.    The  whole  party,  who  now 
approached  her,  were  dressed  in  the  ordi- 
nary habiliments  of  hudbandmen,  mingled, 
in  a  ali^t  degree,  with  the  more  martial 
accoutrements   of  soldiers.      They  were 
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armed  with  amskets  only,  which  they 
wielded  like  men  acquainted  with  all  the 
uses  of  the  weapon^  at  the  same  time  that 
they  were  unaccustomed  to  the  mere 
manual  of  the  troops. 

Every  fibre  of  the  body  of  Meritoo, 
however,  shook  with  fear,  as  he  found 
this  unexpected  guard  encircling  their 
little  party,  nor  did  the  unknown  man 
who  had  accompanied  them  appear  entirdy 
free  from  apprehension.  The  bride  still 
maintained  her  self-possession,  supported 
either  by  her  purpose,  or  her  greater 
familiarity  with  the  character  of  the  peo> 
pie  into  whose  hands  she  had  fallen. 

When  the  whole  party  were  poaled 
within  a  few  feet  of  them,  they  dro]^ped 
the  butts  of  their  muskets  on  the  grouHl, 
and  stood  patient  listeners  to  the  ensoiii; 
examination.  The  leader  of  the  party^ 
who  was  only  distinguished  from  hia  com- 
panions by  a  green  cockade  in  his  hat, 
•which  Cecil  had  heard  was  the  nymhd 
of  a  subaltern  oflBicer  among  the  Amerieaa 
troop,  addressed  her  in  a  calm,  but  steady 
tone— 
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**  It  is  unpleasant  to  question  a  woman, 
he  said,  ^^  and  especially  one  of  your 
appearance ;  but  duty  requires  it  of  me. 
What  brings  you  to  this  unfrequented 
point,  in  the  boat  of  a  king's  ship,  arid  at 
this  unusual  hour  of  the  night  ?" 

^*  I  come  with  no  intent  to  conceal  my 
visit  from  any  eyes,*'  returned  Cecil ;  "  for 
my  first  wish  is  to  be  conducted  to  some 
officer  of  rank,  to  whom  I  will  explain 
my  object.  There  are  many  that  I  should 
know,  who  will  not  hestitate  to  believe 
my  words." 

**  We  none  of  us  profess  to  doubt  your 
truth ;  we  only  act  with  caution,  because 
it  is  required  by  circumstances — cannot 
the  explanation  be  made  to  me ;  for  I 
dislike  the  duty  that  causes  trouble  to  a 
female  ?'' 

'^  'Tis  impossible  P  said  Cecil,  involuh- 
tarily  shrinking  within  the  folds  of  her 
mantle. 

'^  You  come  at  a  most  unfortunate 
moment/'  said  the  other,  musing,  **and 
I  fear    you  will    pass  an    uneasy   ni^ht, 


1 
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in  consequence.     By  your  tongue,  I  think 
you  are  an  American  f" 

*'  I  was  born  among  those  roofs,  which 
you  may  see  on  the  opposite  peninsula." 

**  Then  we  are  of  the  same  town,"  re- 
turned the  officer,  stepping  back  in  a  rain 
attempt  to  get  a  glimpse  of  those  featara 
which  were  concealed  beneath  the  hood. 
He  made  no  attempt,  however,  to  remove 
the  silk,  nor  did  he  in  the  slightest  manoer 
convey  any  wish  of  a  nature  that  might  be 
supposed  to  wound  the  delicacy  of  her  sex; 
but  finding  himself  unsuccessful,  he  turned 
away,  as  he  added — *^  and  I  grow  tired  of 
remaining  where  I  can  see  the  smoke  of 
my  own  chimneys,  at   the  same  time  I 
know  that  strangers  are  seated  around  the 
hearths  below  !** 

<^  None  wish  more  fervently  than  h 
that  the  moment  had  arrived  when 
each  might  enjoy  his  own,  in  peace  and 
quietness." 

<<  Let  the  parliament  repeal  their  laws^ 
and  the  king  recall  his  troops/'  said  one  o( 
tha  men,  *'  and  there  will  be  an  end  of  tbe 


LIONEL    LIKCOLN.  143 

straggle  at  onoe.    We  don't  bght  because 
we  love  to  shed  blood  V* 

''He  would  do  both,  friendi  if  the 
coonsel  of  one  so  insignificant  as  I,  could 
find  weight  in  his  royal  mind." 

*'  I  believe  there  is  not  much  difference 
between  a  royal  mind  and  that  of  any 
other  man,  when  the  devil  gets  hold  it  !*' 
bluntly  exclaimed  another  of  the  party. 
''  I've  a  notion  the  imp  is  as  mischievous 
with  a  king  as  with  a  cobbler !" 

'^  Whatever  I  may  think  of  the  conduct 
of  his  ministers,"  said  Cecil,  coldly>  '^  'tis 
unpleasant  to  me  to  discuss  the  personal 
qualities  of  my  sovereign." 

^*  Why,  I  meant  no  offence ;  though 
when  the  truth  is  uppermost  in  a  man'ii 
thoaghts,  he  is  apt  to  let  it  out/'  returned 
the  soldier.  -  After  this  uncouth  apology, 
he  continued  silent,  turning  away  like  one 
who  felt  dissatisfied  with  himself  for  what 
he  had  done. 

In  the  meantime  the  leader  had  been 
eonsulting  with  one  or  two  of  his  men 
aside.  He  now  advanced  again,  and  de- 
livered the  result  of  their  united  wisdom. 


144  LIONEL   L15COLK. 

^^  Under  ail  circumstances,  I  have  con- 
cljuded/'  he  said,  speaking  in  the  first 
person,  in  deference  to  his  rank,  though  in 
fact  he  had  consented  to  change  his  owb 
opinion  at  the  instigation  of  his  advisers, 
^*  to  refer  you  for  information  to  tbe 
nearest  general  officer,  under  the  care  of 
these  two  men,  who  will  shew  you  the  way. 
They  both  know  the  country,  and  there  is 
not  the  least  danger  of  their  mistaking  tbe 
road/* 

Cecil  bowed,  in  entire  submission  to  tbii 
characteristic  intimation  of  his  pleaiure, 
and  declared  her  anxiety  to  proceed «  Tbe 
officer  held  another  short  consultation 
with  the  two  guide;,  which  soon  termi- 
nated by  his  issuing  orders  to  the  rest  of 
the  detachment  to  prepare  to  depart.  Be- 
fore they  separated,  one  of  the  guides,  or, 
more  properly  guards,  approached  Men- 
ton,  and  said,  with  a  deliberation  that 
might  easily  be  mistaken  for  doubt — 

**  As  we  shall  be  only  two  to  two,  frtend « 
will  it  not  be  as  well  to 'see  what  you  have- 
got  secreted  about  your  person,  as  it  wamy 
prevent  any    hard   words    or   diffioiilts» 
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hereafter.    You  will  see  the  reason  of  the 
thing,  I  trusty  and  make  no  objection." 

^  Not  at  all,  sir,  not  at  all  V  returned 
the  trembling  valet,  producing  his  purse^ 
without  a  moment's  hesitation ;  *'  it  is  not 
heavy,  but  what  there  is  in  it^  is  of  the 
best  £nglish  gold ;  which  I  expect  is  much 
regarded  amoDg  you  who  see  nothing  but 
rebel  paper  I" 

*^  Much  as  we  set  store  by  it,  we  do  not 
choose  to  rob  for  it,"  returned  the  soldier, 
with  cool  contempt.  ^^  I  wish  to  look  for 
weapons,  and  not  for  money." 

'^  But>  sir,  as  I  unluckily  have  no  wea- 
pons, had  you  not  better  take  my  money  ? 
there  are  ten  good  guineas,  I  do  assure  you ; 
and  not  a  light  one  among  them  all,  'pon 
honour  !  besides  several  pieees  of  silver." 

^'  Come,  Allen,"  said  the  other  soldier^ 
laughing,  ^^  it's  no  great  matter  whether 
that  gentleman  has  arms  or  not,  I  believe. 
His  comrade  here,  who  seems  to  know 
rather  better  what  he  is  about,  has  none, 
at  any  rate ;  and  for  one  of  two  men,  I 
am  willing  to  trust  the  other." 

VOL.  ni.  H 
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''  I  do  assure  you/'  said  Cecil,  *<  that 
our  intentions  are  peaoeaUe,  and  that 
your  charge  will  prove  in  no  manner  dif* 
ficult.'^ 

The  men  listened  to  the  earnest  tones  of 
lier  sweet  voice  with  much  deference,  and 
in  a  few  moments  the  two  parties  -sepe- 
rated,  to  proceed  on  their  several  ways. 
While  the  main  body  of  the  soldiers  as- 
cended the  hill,  the  guides  of  Cecil  took 
a  direction  which  led  them  around  its  base. 
Their  route  lay  towardsthe  low  Neck  which 
connected  the  heights  with  the  adjacent 
country,  and  their  progress  was  both  dili- 
gent and  rapid.  Cecil  was  often  consulted 
as  to  her  ability  to  endure  the  fatigue,  and 
repeated  offers  were  made  to  accommodate 
their  speed  to  her  wishes.  In  every  other 
respect  she  was  totally  disregarded  by  the 
guides,  who,  however,  paid  much  doaer 
attention  to  her  companions,  each  soldier 
attaching  himself  to  one  of  her  followers, 
whom  he  constantly  regarded  with  a  watch- 


ful  and  wary  eye. 

**  You  seem  cold,  friend,**   said  Allen 
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to  MeritoD,  ^^  though  I  should  call  the 
Dight  quite  pleasant  for  the  first  week  in 
Mareh  r 

^  Indeed  I'm  starved  to  the  bones!"  re- 
turned the  valet,  with  a  shivering  that 
would  seem  to  verify  his  assertion.  — "  It's 
a  very  chilly  climate  is  this  of  America, 
especially  of  nights!  I  never  really  felt 
such  a  remarkable,  dampness  about  the 
throat  before,  within  memory,  I  do  assure 
you." 

'^  Here  is  another  handkerchief,"  said 
the  soldier,  throwing  him  a  common  'ker^ 
chief  from  his  pocket — ^^  wrap  it  round 
your  neck,  for  it  gives  me  an  ague  to 
hear  your  teeth  knocking  one  another 
about  so." 

^^  I  thank  you,  sir,  a  thousand  times," 
said  Meriton,  producing  his  purse  again, 
^pi^iih  an  instinctive  readiness — ^'  what  may 
be  the  price?" 

The  man  pricked  up  his  ears,  and 
dropping  his  musket  from  the  guarded 
position  in  which  he  had  hitherto  carried 
it^    he  drew  closer  to  the  side  of  his  pri- 

H  2 
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soner^  in  a  very  companioDable  waj,  as  he 
replied — 

^^  I  did  not  calculate  on  selling  the  arti- 
cle ;  but  if  you  have  need  of  it,  I  woaldB't 
wish  to  be  hard/' 

^  Shall  I  give  you  one  guinea,  or  two, 
Mr.  Rebel  ?"  asked  Meriton,  whose  faeol- 
tied  were  utterly  confounded  by  his  terror. 
^^  My  name  is  Allen,  friend,  and  we  Ifte 
civil  language  in  the  Bay,"  said  the  ad- 
dier.  '^  Two  guineas  for  a  pocket-hand- 
chief  I  I  couldn't  thing  of  imposing  on  any 
man  so  much !" 

^'  What  shall  it  be  then,  half  a  gainee, 
or  four  half-crown  pieces  ?** 

^^  I  didn't  at  all  calculate  to  part  with 
the  handkerchief  when  I  left  home — ^its 
quite  new,  as  you  can  see  by  holding  it  up, 
in  this  manner,  to  the  moon —  besides,  yoa 
know,  now  there  is  no  trade,  these  things 
come  very  high. — Well,  if  you  are  dis- 
posed to  buy,  I  dont  wish  to  crowd  ;  you 
may  take  it,  finally,  for  the  two  crowns.^ 

Meriton  dropped  the  money  into  his 
hands,  without  hesitation,  and  the  soldier 
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pocketed  tbe  price,  perfectly  satisfied  with 
his  bargain  and  himself,  since  he  had  sold 
his  goods  at  a  clear  profit  of  aboot  three 
handred  per  cent.    He  soon  took  occasion 
to  whisper  to  his  comrade,  that  in  his  opi- 
nion ^*  he  had  made  a  good  trade/'  and 
laying  their  heads  together,  they  deter- 
mined that  the  bargain  was  by  no  means 
a   bad  wind-fall.      On    the  other    hand, 
Meriton,  who  knew  the  difference  in  valae 
betT^een  cotton  and  silk,  quite  as  well  as  his 
American  protectors,  was  equally  well  sa- 
tisfied with  the  arrangement ;  though  his 
contentment  was  derived  from  a  very  dif- 
ferent manner  of  reasoning.    From  early 
habit,  he  had  long  been  taught  to  believe 
that  every  civility,  like  patriotism  in  the 
opinion  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  had  its 
price;   and   his  fears  had  rendered  him 
samewhat  careless  about  the  amount  of  the 
purchase-money.       He    now    considered 
himself  as  having  a  clear  claim  on  the  pro- 
tection of  his  guard,  and  his  apprehensions 
gradually  subsided  into  security  under  the 
soothing  impression. 

By   the  time  this  satisfactory  bargain 
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wm  concluded,  and  eaeli  party  was  law* 
fiiHy  put  in  possessicni  of  his  own,  thej 
had  reached  tfie  low  land  already  men- 
tioned  as  the  *^  Neck/'  Sudd^y  the  guard 
stopped,  and  bending  foiward^  in  the  alti* 
tttde  of  deep  attention,  they  seemed  to 
listen,  intently,  to  some  feint  and  distant 
sounds  that  were,  for  moments,  audible  in 
the  intervals  of  the  cannonade. 

"They  are  coming,*'  said  one  to  the 
other;  ^^sftiall  we  go  on,  or  wait  ontfl 
they've  passed  T' 

The  question  was  answered  in  a  whiqier. 
and  after  a  shoft  consultation,  they  deler- 
mined  to  proceed. 

The  attention  cf  Cecil  h«d  been  at- 
tracted by  this  conference,  and  the  fcw 
words  which  had  escaped  her  g^nides: 
and,  for  the  first  time,  she  harbom*ed  aome 
little  dread  as  to  her  final  destination. 
Full  of  the  importance  of  her  errand^  the 
bride  now  devoted  every  faculty  to  detect 
the  least  circumstance  that  might  imre  a 
tendency  to  defeat  it.  She  trode  so  ligiril j 
on  the  faded  herbage  as  to  render  her  o^m 
footsteps  inaudtble,  and  more  tfaan  oDce 
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che  was  about  to  request  the  others  to 
imitate  her  example,  that  do  danger  might 
approach  them  unejcpectedly.  At  length 
her  doubts  were  relieved,  though  her  won- 
der was  increased,  by  distinctly  hearing 
the  lumbering  sounds  of  wheels  on  the 
frozen  earth,  as  if  innumerable  groaning 
vehicles  were  advancing  with  slow  and 
measured  progress.  In  another  instant 
her  eyes  assisted  the  organs  of  bearing,  and. 
by  the  aid  of  the  moon  her  doubts,  if  not 
her  apprehensions,  were  entirely  removed. 

Her  guards  now  determined  on  a  change 
of  purpose,  and  withdrew  with  their  pri- 
son era  within  the  shadow. of  an  apple  tree 
that  stood  on  the  low  land,  but  a  few  paces 
from  tiie  line  of  the  route  evidently  taken 
by  the  approadiing  vehicles*  In  this  posi- 
tion they  remained  for  several  minutes, 
attentive  observers  of  what  was  passing 
around  them. 

*^  Our  men  have  woke  up  the  British  by 
their  fire,"  said  one  of  the  guards ;  ''  and 
^11  their  eyes  are  turned  to  the  batteriea !" 

**  Yes,  it's  very  well  as  it  is  ,"  returned 
bi«  eomnde;  ''but  if  tfce  old  brass  con<> 
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gress  mortar  hadn't  g^n  way  yest^doy, 
there  would  be  &:  different  sort  of  roaring. 
Did  you  ever  jee  thi§  old  coiigress  ?"* 

^^  I  can't  say  I  ever  saw  t^e  cannoo 
itself,  but  I  have  seen  the  bombs  fifty 
times ;  and  poker ish-lookjpg  things  they  he, 
^especially  inca  dark  nightK^but  hush,  here 
they  come." 

A  large  body  of  men  now  approached, 
and  moved  swiftly  past  them^  in  deepest 
silence,  defiling  at  the  foot  of  thehiUs,  and 
marching  towards  the  shores  of  the  penin* 
sula«    The  whole  of  this  party  was  attired 
and   accoutred  much  in  the    fashion  of 
those  who  had  received   Cecil.     One.  or 
two  who  were  mounted,  and  in  more  mar* 
tial  trappings,  announced  the  presence  of 
some  oflScers  of  higher  rank.     At  the  very 
heels  of  this  detachment  of  soldiers,  came 
a  great  number  of  carts,  which  took  the 
route  that  led  directly  up  to  the   neigh* 
bouring  heights.     After  these  came   an- 
other, and  more  numerous  body  of  troc^ 
who  followed  the  teams,  the  whole  mov- 
ing in  the  profoundest  stillness,  and  with 
the  diligence  of  men  who  were  engaged 


LIONEL  LIKCOLN.  153 

iu  the  most  important  undertaking.    In 
the  rear  of  the  whole,  another  collection 
of  carts    appeared,    groaning  under  the 
weight  of  large  bundles  of  hay,  and  other 
military  preparations  of  defence.    Before 
this  latter  division  left  the  low  land,  im- 
mense numbers  of  the  closely-packed  bun- 
dles were  tumbled   to  the  ground,    and 
arranged,  with  a  quickness  almost  magical, 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  form  a  light  breast-* 
work    across    the     low    ground,    which 
would   otherwise    have  been   completely 
exposed  to  be  swept  by  the  shot  of  the 
royal  batteries ;  a  situation  of  things  that 
was   believed  to  have  led  to   the    catas- 
trophe of  Breeds,  the  preceding  summer. 

Among  the  last  of  those  who  crossed 
the  Neck,  was  an  officer  on  horseback, 
whijse  eye  was  attracted  by  the  group  who 
stood  as  idle  spectators  under  the  tree. 
Pointing  out  the  latter  object  to  those 
iround  him,  he  rode  nigher  to  the  party, 
md  leaned  forward  in  his  saddle  to  ex- 
imine  their  persons — 
*^  How's  this!"  he  exclaimed — *^a  woman 

h3 
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and  two  men  under  tbe  charge  vf  sentineb ! 
Have  we  then  more  spies  among  us — cut 
away  the  tree^  men  ;  we  haye  need  of  it, 
and  let  in  the  light  of  the  moon  apoa 
tliemf" 

The  order  was  hardly  given  before  it 
was  executed^  and  the  tree  felled  wHb  s 
despatch  iliat,  to  any  but  an  Ameriees, 
would  appear  incredible.  Cecil  stepped 
aside  from  the  impending  bnuiohes,  awl 
by  moving  into  the  light,  betrayed  the  ap 
pearance  of  a  gentlewoman  by  her  nim 
and  apparel. 

*'  Here  must  be  some  mistake  f  eon- 
tinued  the  officer — *'  why  is  the  lady  thii9 
guarded  f^ 

One  of  the  soldiers^  in  a  few  words  ex* 
plained  the  nature  of  her  arrest,  and  in 
return  received  the  directions,  anew,  how 
io  proceed.  The  mounted  officer  now  pot 
sptirs  into  his  horse,  "and  galloped  awny ,  in 
eager  pursuit  of  more  pressing  ifarties, 
Urough  he  still  looked  behind  him^  so  ioof 
as  the  deceptive  light  enabled  him  to  dk- 
either  form  or  features. 
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**  ^Tis  advisable  to  go  on  the  heights,*' 
said  the  soldier,  *^  where  we  may  find  the 
oommanding  general." 

**  Any  where/'  returned  Cecily  confused 
with  the  activity  and  bustle  that  had 
passed  before  her  eyes,  ^*  or  any  thing,  to 
be  relieved  from  this  distressing  delay/' 

In  a  very  few  moments  they  reached  the 
summit  of  the  nearest  of  the  two  hills,  where 
they  paused  just  without  the  busy  circle  of 
men  who  laboured  there,  while  one  of  the 
soldiers  went  in  quest  of  the  officer  in  com- 
mand. From  the  ppint  where  she  now 
stood,  Cecil  had  an  open  view  of  the 
port^  the  town,  and  most  of  the  adjacent 
country.  The  vessels  still  reposed  heavily 
on  the  waters^  and  she  fancied  that  the 
youthful  midshipman  was  already  nestling 
safe  in  his  own  hammock,  on  board  the 
frigate,  whose  tall  and  tapering  spars  rose 
against  the  sky  in  such  beautiful  and  sym* 
nietrical  lines.  No  evidences  of  alarm 
^were  manifested  in  the  town ;  but,  on  the 
oontrary,  the  lights  were  gradually  disap- 
pearing, notwithstanding  the  heavy  •can* 
nonade  which  still  roared  along  the  western 
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side  of  the  penioBula. ;  and  it  was  probable 
that  Howe^  and  hia  unmoved  companiou, 
yet  continued  their  revels^  with  the  nnie 
security  in  which  they  had  been  left  two 
short  hours  before.  While  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  batteries,  every  things  in  the 
distance  waa  still  and  apparently  slumbering, 
the  near  view  was  one  of  life  and  activity. 
Mounds  of  earth  were  already  rising  oo 
the  crest  of  the  hill — ^labourers  were  fiffing 
barrels  with  earth  and  sand ;  fascines  were 
tumbling  abouC  from  place  to  place,  as  they 
were  wanted,  and  yet  the  stillness  was  only 
interrupted  by  the  unremitting  strokes  of 
the  pick,  the  low  and  earnest  hum  of 
voices,  or  the  crashing  of  branches^  as  tbe 
pride  of  the  neighbouring  orchards  came 
crushing  to  the  earth.  The  novelty  of  the 
scene  beguiled  Cecil  of  her  anxiety,  and 
many  minutes  passed  unheeded  by.  Fifty 
times  parties,  or  individuals  amongst  the 
labourers,  approaching  near  her  person, 
paused  to  gaze  a  moment  at  the  speaking 
and  sweet  features  that  the  placid  light  of 

the  moon  rendered  even  more  than  usiiallv 

• 

soft,  and  then  pushed  on  in  silence,  endea- 
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vouring  to  repair,  by  renewed  diligence, 
the  transient  forgetfulness  of  their  urgent 
daties.  At  length  the  man  returned,  and 
announced  the  approach  of  the  general 
who  commanded  on  the  hill.  The  liEttter 
was  a  soldier  of  middle  age,  of  calm  and 
collected  deportment,  roughly  attired  for 
the  occasion,  and  bearing  no  other  symbol 
of  his  rank  than  the  distinctive  crimson 
cockade,  in  one  of  the  large  military  hats 
of  the  period. 

^*  You  find  us  in  the  midst  of  our  labours," 
he  pleasantly  observed,  as  he  approached  ; 
"  and  will  overlook  the  delay  I  have  given 
you.  It  is  reported  you  left  the  town  this 
evening  ?" 

"  Within  the  hour." 

**  And  Howe — dreams  he  of  the  manner 
in  which  we  are  likely  to  amuse  him  in 
the  morning  ?** 

•*  It  would  be  alTectation  in  one  like 
me,"  said  Cecil,  modestly,  •*  to  decline 
answering  questions  concerning  the  views 
of  the  royal  general ;  but  still  you  will 
pardon  me  if  I  say,  that  in  my  present 
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fitualiony  I  could  wish  to  be  spared  titf 
pain  of  even  oonfeating  mj  ignorance/' 

*'  I  acknowledge  my  error,''  the  oflker 
unhesitatingly  answered.  After  a  sbort 
pause,  in  which  he  seemed  to  muse^  be  cod* 
tinned — *'  this  is  no  ordinary  nighty  young 
lady^  and  it  becomes  my  duty  to  refer  yoa 
to  the  general  commanding  this  wing  of 
the  army.  He  possibly  may  think  it  ne- 
cessary to  communicate  your  detention  to 
the  commander-in-chief/' 

^^  It  is  he  I  seek,  sir,  and  would  meet 
wish  to  meet/* 

He  bowed,  and  giving  his  orden  to  a 
subaltern  in  a  low  voice,  walked  away«  aad 
was  soon  lost  in  the  busy  crowd  that  cane 
and  went  in  constant  employment,  aroantl 
the  summit  of  the  hill.  Cecil  lingered  a 
single  moment  after  her  new  conductor 
had  declared  his  readiness  to  proceed,  to 
cast  another  glance  at  the  calm  splendour 
of  the  sea  and  bay  ;  the  distant  and  smoky 
roofs  of  the  town ;  the  dim  objects  that 
moved  about  the  adjacent  emineacey 
equally  and  similarly  employed  with  those 
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around  ber ;  and  then  raising  her  calash, 
and  tightening  the  folds  of  her  mantle,  she 
descended  the  hill  with  the  light  and 
elastic  steps  of  youth. 


t* 


CHAPTER  VII. 

"  Tbe  rebel  %*ales,  the  rebel  dales, 

"  With  rebel  trees  suiroonded, 
'<  Tbe  distant  woods,  the  hills  and  llonk 

<*  With  rebels  echoes  sounded.*' 

TheBattU^tkeKegt. 

The  enormous  white  cockade  that 
covered  nearly  one  side  of  the  little  bat 
of  her  present  conductor,  was  the  cmlv 
symbol  that  told  Cecil  she  was  now  com- 
mitted to  the  care  of  one  who  held  tbe 
rank  of  captain  among  those  who  battled 
for  the  rights  of  the  colonies.  No  otl^r 
part  of  his  attire  was  military,  though  a 
cut-and-thrust  was  buckled  to  his  form, 
which,  from  its  silver  guard,  and  for- 
midable dimensions,  had  probably  been 
borne  by  some  of  his  ancestors,  in  the 
former  wars  of  the  colonies.  The  dispo- 
sition of  its  present  wearer  was,  however, 
far  from  that  belligerent  nature  that  his 
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weapon  might  be  thought  to  indicate^ 
for  he  tendered  the  nicest  care  and 
assiduity  to  the  movements  of  his  pri- 
soner. 

At  the  foot   of  the  hill,  a  waggon, 
returning  from  the  field,  was  put  in  re- 
quisition   by  this  semi-military    gallant; 
and  after  a  little  suitable  preparation,  Cecil 
found  herself  seated  on  a  rude  bench  by 
his  side,  in  the  vehicle ;  while  her  own 
attendants,   and    the    two  private    men, 
occupied  its  bottom,  in  still  more  social 
affinity.     At  first  their  progress  was  slow 
and    difi&cult,  return    carts,  literally  by 
hundreds,  impeding'  the  way ;  but  when 
they   had  once   passed  the  heavy-footed 
beasts  who  drew  them,  they  proceeded  in 
the  direction  of  Roxbury,  with  greater  ra- 
pidity.    During  the  first  mile,  while  they 
were    extricating    themselves    from  the 
apparently  interminable  line  of  carts,  the 
officer  directed  his  whole  attention  to  this 
i  inportant  and  diflBicult  manoeuvre ;    but 
when  their  uneasy  vessel  might  be  said  to 
be  fairly  sailing  before  the  wind,  he   did 
n  ot  chose  to  neglect  those  services,  which, 


from  time  immetnorial,  beautiful  women  in 
dialress  have  had  a  right  to  claim  of  nmi 
in  faia  profession. 

*•  Now  do  not  spare  the  whip,"  he  lud 
to  the  driver,  at  the  moment  of  their 
deliverance  ;  ''  but  piD^  on,  for  the  oiedit 
of  horse-flesh,  and  to  the  dii^race  of  all 
homed  cattle.  This  near  beast  of  yoon 
should  be  a  tcnry,  by  his  gait  and  his  re- 
luctance to  pull  in  the  traces  for  the 
comrnon-good— treat  him  as  such,  fnead, 
and,  in  turn,  you  shall  receive  the  treat- 
ment of  a  sound  whig,  when  we  make  a 
halt.  You  have  spent  the  winter  in  Boston, 
Madam  ?*• 

Cecil  bent  her  head,  in  silent  assent. 

'^  The  royal  army  will,  doubtlessB,  make 
a  better  figure  in  the  eyes  of  a  lady,  than 
the  troops  of  the  colonies ;  though  thert 
are  sqme  among  us  who  are  thought  not 
wholly  wanting  in  military  knowledge, 
and  the  certain  air  of  a  soldier,''  he  con- 
tinued ;  extricating  the  silver-headed 
legacy  of  his  *  grandfather  from  its  con- 
cealment under  a  fold  of  hia  companioB's 
mantle — ^^^you  have  balls  and   enteiiaiii- 
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tsents  without  number,  I  fancy,  Ma^am, 
from  the  gentlemen  in  the  king's  servioe/* 

^*  I  believe  that  few  hearts  are  to  be  found 
ammigst  the  females  in  Boston,  so  light  as 
to  mingle  in  their  amusements !" 

'^  Grod  bless  them  for  it !''  exclaimed  her 
escort ;  ^^  I  am  sure  every  shot  we  throw 
into  the  town,  is  like  drawing  blood  from 
our  own  veins.  I  suppose  the  king's  officers 
don't  hold  the  colonists  so  cheap,  since  the 
^nall  affiur  on  Charlestown  Neck,  as  they 
did  formerly  ?" 

^^  None  who  had  any  interest  at  stake, 
in  the  events  of  that  fetal  day,  will  easily 
forget  the  impression  it  has  made  !*' 

The  young  American  was  too  much 
struck  by  the  melancholy  pathos  in  the 
voice  of  Cecil,  not  to  fancy  he  had,  in  his 
own  honest  triumph,  unwittingly  probed  a 
wound  which  time  had  not  yet  healed. 
They  rode  many  minutes  after  this  un- 
duccessful  efforts  on  his  part,  to  converse, 
in  profound  silence,  nor  did  he  again  speak 
until  the  trampling  of  horses  hoofs  was 
borne  along  by  the  evening  air,  unaccom- 
panied by  the  lumbering  sounds  of  wheels. 
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At  the  next  turn  of  the  road  they  met  a 
small  cavalcade  of  officers,  riding  at  a 
rapid  rate  in  the  direction  of  the  place 
they  had  so  recently  quitted.  The  leader 
of  this  party  drew  up  when  he  saw  the 
waggon,  which  was  also  stopped  in  defer- 
ence to  his  obvious  wisdi  to  speak  with 
them. 

There  was  something  in  the  haogfaty, 
and  yet  easy  air  of  the  gentleman  who 
addressed  her  companion,  that  induoed 
Cecil  to  attend  to  his  remarks  with 
more  than  the  interest  that  is  usually 
excited  by  the  common-place  dialf^rues  of 
the  road.  His  dress  was  neither  civil  nor 
wholely  military,  though  his  bearing  had 
much  of  a  soldier  s  manner.  As  he  di«w 
up,  three  or  four  dogs  fawned  upon  him, 
or  passed  with  indulged  impunity  between 
the  legs  of  his  high-blooded  charger,  ap* 
parently  indifferent,  to  the  impatient  re* 
pulses  that  were  freely  bestowed  on  their 
troublesome  familiarities. 

^^  High  discipline,  by !"  exckuaied 

this  singular  specimen  of  the  colonial  chief- 
tains— *^  I  dare  presume,  gentlemen,  yoo 
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are  from  the  heights  of  Dorchester  ?  and 
having  walked  the  whole  distance  thither 
from  camp,  are  disposed  to  try  the  virtues 
of  a  four-wheeled  convevance  over  the 
same  ground^  in  a  retreat !'' 

The  young  man  rose  in  his  place,  and 
lifted  his  hat,  with  marked  respect^  as  he 
answered — 

**  We  are  returning  from  the  hills,  sir,  it 
is  true  ;  hut  we  must  see  our  enemy  before 
we  retreat !" 

"  A  white  cockade  !  As  you  hold  such 
rank,  sir,  I  presume  you  have  authority 
for  your  movements!  Down,  Juno — down, 
slut/' 

'*  This  lady  was  landed  an  hour  since,  on 
the  point,  from  the  town,  by  a  boat  from 
a  king's  ship,  sir,  and  I  am  ordered  to  see 
her  in  safety  to  the  general  of  the  right 
wing.'* 

"  A  lady !"  repeated  the  other,  with 
singular  emphasis,  slowly  passing  his  hand 
over  his  remarkably  aquiline  and  pro- 
minent features,  **  if  there  be  a  lady  in 
the  case,  ease  must  be  indulged.  Will 
you  down,  Juno  !^'  Turning  his  head  a  little 
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asidei  to  his  nearest  aid,  he  added,  in 
a  voice  that  was  suppressed  only  by  the 
action ;  ^^  some  trull  of  Howe's  seat  out 
as  the  newest  specimen  of  loyal  modeity! 
In  such  a  case,  sir,  you  are  quite  right  to 
use  horses — I  only  marvel  that  yoo  did 
not  take  six  instead  of  two.  Bat  how 
come  we  on  in  the  trenches  ? — Down,  yea 
hussy,  down !  Thou  shouldst  go  to  court, 
Juno,  and  fawn  upon  his  Majesty's  miavh 
ters,  where  thy  sycophancy  might  purobtat 
thee  a  riband  !  How  come  we  on  in  tbe 
trenches  ?" 

'^  We  have  broken  ground,  sir,  and  as 
the  eyes  of  the  royal  troops  are  drawn  npoa 
the  batteries,  we  shall  make  a  work  of  it 
before  the  day  shows  them  our  oocnp^ 
tion." 

^'  Ah !  we  are  certainly  good  at  digging, 
if  at  no  other  part  of  our  exercises !  Mis 
Juno,  thou  puttest  thy  precious  life  in 
jeopardy ! — ^you  will ;  then  take  thy  fiite  1 
As  he  spoke,  the  impatient  chief  drew  a 
pistol  from  his  holster,  and  snapped  it 
twice  at  the  head  of  the  dog,  that  still 
fawned  upon  him  in  unwitting 
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An^y  with  himself,  his  weapon,  and  the 
animal  at  the  same  moment,  he  turned  to 
his  attendants,  and  added,  with  bitter  de- 
liberation— "  gentlemen,  if  one  of  you  will 
exterminate  that  quadruped,  I  promise  him 
an  honourable  place  in  my  first  despatches 
to  congress,  for  the  service !" 

A  groom  in  attendance  whistled  to  the 
spaniel,  and  probably  saved  the  life  of  the 
disgraced  favourite. 

The  officer  now  addressed  himself  to  the 
party  he  had  detained,  with  a  collected 
and  dignified  air,  that  showed  be  had  re- 
covered his  self-possession,  by  saying— 

**  I  beg  pardon,  sir,  for  this  trouble  — Jet 
me  not  prevent  you  from  proceeding ; 
there  may  be  serious  work  on  the  heights 
before  morning,  and  you  will  doubtless 
wish  to  be  there." — He  bowed  with  perfect 
ease  and  politeness,  and  the  two  parties 
were  slowly  passing  each  other,  when,  as 
if  repenting  of  his  condescension,  he 
turned  himself  in  his  saddle,  adding,  with 
those  sarcastic  tones  so  peculiarly  his  own 
— '*  Captain,  I  beseech  thee  have  an  es- 
pecial care  of  the  lady  /" 
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With  these  words  in  his  moatfa,  he 
clapped  spurs  to  his  horse,  and  galloped 
onward,  followed  hy  all  his  train,  at  the 
same  impetuous  rate. 

Cecil  had  heard  each  syllable  that  fell 
from  the  lips  of  both  in  this  short  dia- 
logue, and  she  felt  a  chill  of  disappointment 
gathering  about  her  heart,  as  it  proceeded. 
When  they  had  parted,  drawing  a  loDf , 
tremulous  breath,  she  asked,  in  tones  that 
betrayed  all  her  feelings — 

^*  And  is  this  Washington  V* 

"  That!**  exclaimed  her  companion— 
^'  No,  no.  Madam,  he  is  a  very  difierent 
sort  of  man  I  That  is  the  great  English 
officer,  whom  congress  has  made  a  general 
in  our  army.  He  is  thought  to  be  as  great 
in  the  field,  as  he  is  uncouth  in  the  draw- 
ing-room— yes,  I  will  aclcnowledge  that 
much  in  his  favour,  though  I  never  know 
how  fo  understand  him  ;  he  is  so  proud — 
so  supercilious — and  yet  he  is  a  great 
friend  of  liberty  !*' 

Cecil  permitted  the  officer  to  reconciJe 
the  seeming  contradictions  in  the  character 
of  his  superior,  in  his  own  way^  feehog 
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perfectly  relieved  when  she  understood  it 
was  not  the  man  who  could  have  any  in« 
fluence  on  her  own  destiny.  The  driver 
now  appeared  anxious  to  recover  the  lost 
time^  and  he  urged  his  horses  over  the 
ground  with  increased  rapidity*  The  re* 
mainder  ^f  their  short  drive  to  the  vicinity 
of  Roxbury,  passed  in  silence.  As  the 
connonading  was  still  maintained  with 
equal  warmth  by  both  parties,  it  was 
hazarding  too  much  to  place  themselves 
in  the  line  of  the  enemy's  fire.  The  young 
man,  therefore,  after  finding  a  secure  spot 
among  the  uneven  ground  of  the  vicinity, 
where  he  might  leave  his  charge  in  safety, 
proceeded  by  himself  to  the  point  where 
be  had  reason  to  believe  he  should  find  the 
officer  he  was  ordered  to  seek.  During 
bis  short  absence,  Cecil  remained  in  the 
waggon,  an  appalled  listener,  and  a  partial 
spectator  of  the  neighbouring  contest. 

The  Americans  had  burst  their  only 
mortar  of  size,  the  preceding  nighty  but 
they  applied  their  cannon  with  unwearied 
diligence,  not  only  in  the  face  of  the 
British    entrenchments,  but   on   the   low 
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land,  across  tbe  estuary  of  the  Charles; 
and  still  farther  to  the  north,  in  front  of 
the  position  which  their  enemies  held  on 
the  well-known  heights  of  Charles-town. 
In  retaliation  for  this  attack,  the  batteriei 
along  the  western  side  of  the  town  were 
in  a  constant  blaze  of  fira,  while  those 
of  the  eastern  continued  to  slumber,  in 
total  unconsciousness  of  the  coming  dan- 
ger. 

When  the  officer  returned,  he  reported 
that  his  search  had  been  successful,  and 
that  he  had  been  commanded  to  oonduet 
his  charge  into  the  presence  of  the  Ameri- 
can commander-in-chief.      This  new  ar- 
rangement imposed  the  necessity  of  drir* 
ing  a  few  miles  farther,  and  as  the  youth 
began  to  regard  hisnew  duty  with  some  im- 
patience, he  was  in  no  huQiour  for  delay. 
The  route   was  circuitous  and  safe;  tbe 
roads  good ;  and  the  driver  diligent.     In 
consequence,  within  the  hour,  they  passed 
the  river,  and  Cecil  found  herself,  after  so 
long  an  absence,  once  more  approaching 
the  ancient  provincial  seat  of  learning. 

The  little  village,  though  in   the  hands 
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of  friends,  exhibited  the    infallible    evu 
dences  of    the  presence  of  an   irregular 
army.    The  buildings  of  the  University 
were  filled  with  troops,  and  the  doors  of 
the  different  inns  were  thronged  with  noisy 
soldiers,  who  were  assembled  for  the  inse* 
parable    purposes    of  revelry  and    folly. 
The  officer  drove  to  one  of  the   most  pri- 
vate of  these  haunts    of  the  unthinking 
and  idle,  and   declared  his  intentions  to 
deposit  his  charge  under  its  roof,  until  he 
could  learn  the  pleasure  of  the  American 
leader.      Cecil    heard    his    arrangements 
with  little  satisfaction,  but  yielding  to  the 
necessity  of  the  case,  when  the  vehicle  had 
stopped,    she    alighted,    without   remon- 
strance.    With  her  two  attendants  in  her 
train,   and   preceded   by   the   officer,  she 
passed  through  the  noisy  crowd,  not  only 
without  insult,    but  without   molestation. 
The  different  de9iaimers  in  the  throng,  and 
they   were  many,  even  lowered  their  cla- 
morous voices  as  she  approached,  the  men 
giving  way,  in  deference  for  her  sex^  and 
she  entered  the  building  without  hearing 
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but  one  remark  applied  to  herself,  thongli 
n  low  and  curious  buzz  of  voices  followed 
her  footsteps  to  its  very  threshold.  That 
solitary  remark  was  a  sudden  exclamation, 
in  admiration  of  the  grace  of  her  move- 
ments ;  and  singular  as  it  may  seem,  her 
companion  thought  it  necessary  to  apolo- 
gize for  its  rudeness,  by  whispering  that  it 
had  proceeded  from  the  lips  of  ^'  one  d 
the  southern  riflemen ;  a  corps  as  distin- 
guished for  its  skill  and  bravery  as  for  its 
want  of  breeding !" 

The  inside  of  this  inn  presented  a  very  dif- 
ferent aspect  from  its  exterior.  The  decent 
tradesman  who  kept  it,  had  so  far  yielded 
to  the  emergency  of  the  times,  and  per- 
haps, also,  to  a  certain  propensity  towards 
gain,  as  temporarily  to  adopt  the  profes- 
sion be  followed  ;  but  by  a  sort  of  implied 
compact  with  the  crowd  without,  whik 
he  administered  to  their  appetite  for  liquor, 
he  preserved  most  of  the  privacy  of  kis 
domestic  arrangements.  He  had,  however. 
been  compelled  to  relinquish  one  apart- 
ment entirely  to  the  service  of  the  public. 
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into  which  Cecil  and  her  companions  were 
shown,  as  a  matter  of  course,  without  the 
smallest  apology  for  its  condition. 

There  might  have  been  a  dozen  people 
in  the  common  room  ;  some  of  whom  wero 
quietly  seated  before'its  large  fire,  among 
whom  were   one  or   two  females;   some 
walking ;  and  others  distributed  on  chairs, 
as  accident  or  inclination  bad  placed  them. 
A  slight  movement  was  made  at  the  en* 
trance    of  Cecil,  but    it  soon    subsided ; 
though  her  rich  mantle  of  fine  cloth,  and 
silkeu  calash,  did  not  fail  to  draw  the  eyes 
of  the  women  upon  her,  with  a  ruder  ga^o 
than  8he  had  yet  encountered  from  the  other 
sex  daring  the  hazardous  adventures  of  the 
iiigfit.     She  took  an  offered  seat  near  the 
bright  and  cheerful  blaze  op  the  hearth, 
which  imparted  all  the  light  the  room  con- 
tained,  and  disposed  herself  to  wait  in  pa- 
tience the  return  of  her  conductor,  who  im- 
mediately  took  his  departure  for  the  neigh- 
bouring quarters  of  the  American  chief. 

<<  'Tis  an  awiul  time  for  women  bodies 
to  journey  in !''  said  a  middle-aged  woman 
near  her,  who  was  busily  engaged  in  knit- 
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ting,  though  she  also  bore  the  marks  of  a 
traveller  in  her  dress — *^  I'm  sure  if  I  had 
thought  there'd  ha*  been  such  contentions, 
I  would  never  have  crossed  the  Connec- 
ticut ;  though  I  have  an  only  child  id 
eamp." 

*'  To  a  mother,  the  distress  mast  be 
great,  indeed/'  said  Cecil,  ^^  when  she  heart 
the  report  of  a  contest  in  which  she  knowi 
her  children  are  engaged." 

^^  Yes,  Royal  is  engaged  as  a  six-m cmthV 
man»  and  he  is  partly  agreed  to  stay,  'till 
the  king's  troops  conclude  to  give  up  the 
town-" 

^'  It  seems  to  me,^'  said  a  grwe 
^eoman,  who  occupied  the  oppoaite 
of  the  fire-place,  ^'  your  child  has  an  unfit- 
ting name  for  one  who  fights  against  the 
crown !" 

^*  Ah,  he  was  so  called  before  the  king 
wore  his  Scottish  Boot  I  and  what  has 
once  been  solemnly  named,  in  holy  bap- 
tism, is  not  to  be  changed  with  the  shift 
of  the  times !  They  were  twins,  and  I 
called  one  Prince  and  the  other  Royni ; 
for  they  were   bom  the  day  his  present 
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Majesty  oame  to  man's  estate.  That,  you 
know,  was  before  his  heart  had  changed, 
and  when  the  people  of  the  Bay  loved  him 
litUe  less  than  they  did  their  own  flesh 
and  blood/' 

"  Why,  Goody/*  said  the  yeoman, 
smiling  good-humouredly,  and  rising  to 
offer  her  a  pinch  of  his  real  Scotch,  in 
token  of  amity,  while  he  made  so  free 
with  her  domestic  matters — ''you  had 
then  an  heir  to  the  throne  in  your  own 
iamily ;  the  Prince  Royal  they  say  com«i 
next  to  the  king,  and  by  your  tell,  one 
of  them,  at  least,  is  a  worthy  fellow,  who 
is  not  likely  to  sell  his  heritage  for  a  mess 
of  pottage !  If  I  understand  you,  Royal 
is  here  in  service." 

^^  He's  at  this  blessed  moment  in  one  of 
the  battering  rams  in  front  of  Boston 
Neck,"  returned  the  woman,  ''and  the 
liord  he  knows,  'tis  an  awful  calling,  to  be 
beating  down  the  housen  of  people  of  the 
same  religion  and  blood  with  ourselves; 
but  so  it  must  be,  to  prevail  over  the 
wicked  designs  of  such  as  would  live  in 
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pomp  and  idleness,  by  the  sweat  and  laboor 
of  their  fellow-creatures." 

The  honest  yeoman^  who  was  somewhat 
more  familiar  with  the  terms  of  inodmi 
warfare,  than  the  woman,  smiled  at  her 
mistake,  while  he  pureed  the  conversation 
with  a  peculiar  gravity,  which  rendered 
his  humour  doubly  droIL 

^^  'Tis  to  be  hoped  the  boy  will  not  weary 
at  the  weapon  before  the  morning  cometiL 
But  why  does  Prince  linger  behind,  in 
such  a  moment !  Tarries  he  with  his  father 
on  the  homestead,  in  safety^  bebg  the 
younger  born  r 

^^No,  no/'  siaid  the  woman/'  shaking 
her  head,  in  sorrow,  ^'  he  dwells,  I  trtst, 
with  our  common  Father,  in  heaven) 
Neither  are  you  right  in  calling  him  the 
home -child.  He  was  my  first-born,  and 
a  comely  youth  he  grew  to  be!  When 
the  cry  that  the  reg'lars  were  out  at 
Lexington,  to  kill  and  destroy,  paaaad 
through  the  country,  he  shouldered  his 
musket,  aitd  came  down  with  the  peopfei 
to  know  the  reason  the  land  was 
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with  American  blood.  He  was  young, 
and  full  of  ambition  to  be  foremost  among 
them  who  were  willing  to  fight  for  their 
birth-rights ;  and  the  last  I  ever  heard  of 
him  was  in  the  midst  of  the  kings 
troops  on  Breed's.  Nof  no;  his  body 
never  came  off  the  hill !  The  neighbours 
sent  me  up  the  clothes  he  left  in  camp,  and 
'tis  one  of  his  socks  that  I'm  now  footing 
for  his  twin  brother." 

The  woman  delivered  this  simple  expla- 
nation with  pbrfect  calmness,  though^  as 
she  advanced  in  the  sabject,  large  tears 
started  from  her'*eyes,  and  following  each 
other  down  her  cheeks,  fell  unheeded 
upon  the  humble  garment  of  her  dead 
sod. 

''  This  is  the  way  our  bravest  striplings 
are  cut  off,  fighting  with .  the  scum  of 
Europe !"  exclaimed  the  yoeman,  with  a 
warmth  that  showed  how  powerfully  his 
feelings  were  touched — "  I  hope  the  boy 
who  lives,  may  find  occasion  to  revenge 
his  brother  s  death." 

^^  God  forbid  !  God  forbid  f*  exclaimed 
the  weeping  mother — "  revenge  is  an  evil 
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passion ;  and  least  of  all  would  I  wish  a 
ehild  of  mine  to  go  into  the  field  of  blood 
with  so  foul  a  breast.  God  has  given  a 
this  land  to  dwell  in,  and  to  rear  ap  tem- 
ples and  worshippers  of  his  holynaoie, 
and  in  giving  it»  he  bestowed  the  right 
to  defend  it  against  all  earthly  oppression. 
If  'twas  right  for  Prince  to  come,  *twa* 
right  for  Royal  to  follow  !*' 

^*  I  believe  I  am  reproved  in  justice,'* 
returned  the  man,  looking  aroand  at  tbe 
spectators,  with  an  eye  that  no  hmger 
teemed  with  a  hidden  meaning — <^God 
bless  you  my  good  woman ;  and  delivar 
you,  with  your  remaining  boy,  and  all  af 
us,  from  the  scourge  which  has  been  in- 
flicted on  the  country  for  our  sins.  I  go 
west,  into  the  mountains,  with  the  sun. 
and  if  I  can  carry  any  word  of  comfort 
from  you  to  the  good  man  at  home,  it 
will  not  be  a  hill  or  two  that  shall  hioder 
it." 

^'  The  same  thanks  to  you  for  the  offier* 
as  if  you  did  it,  friend  ;  my  man  woald  bf 
right  glad  to  see  you  at  his  settlem^it, 
bttt  I  sicken  already  with  the  noises  and 
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awfai  s^kte  of  warfare^  and  shall  not 
tarry  long  after  my  son  oomes  forth  fk'om 
the  battle.  I  shall  go  down  to  CragieV 
house  in  the  morning,  and  look  upon  the 
blessed  man  whom  the  people  have  chosen 
from  among  themselves  as  a  leader,  and 
hurry  back  again  ;  for  I  plainly  see  that 
this  is  not  an  abiding  place  for  such  as  li" 

^'You  will  then  have  to  follow  him 
into  the  line  of  danger,  for  I  saw  him, 
within  the  hour,  riding  with  all  his  foUow- 
^rsy  towards  the  water-side ;  and  I  doubt 
not  that  this  unusual  waste  of  ammunition 
is  intended  for  more  than  we  of  little  wit 
can  guess." 

'*  Of  whom  speak  you  ?"  Cecil  involun- 
tarily asked. 

^^  Of  whom  should  he  apeak  but  of 
Washington  ?"  returned  a  deep  low  voice 
at  her  elbow,  whose  remarkable  sounds 
instantly  recalled  the  tones  of  the  aged 
messenger  of  deaths  who  had  appeared  at 
the  bed-side  of  her  grandmother.  Cecil 
started  from  her  chair,  and  recoiled  seve- 
ral paces  from  the  person  of  Ralph,  who 
stood  regarding  her  with  a  steady  and 
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seardbing  look,  heedless  of  the  obiorvatioB 
they  attracted,  as  well  as  of  the  number 
and  quality  of  the  spectators. 

"  We  are  not  strangers,  young  lady,'' 
continued  the  old  man ;  "  and  you  wiH 
excuse  me,  if  I  add,  that  the  fisuse  of  fli 
acquaintance  must  be  grateful  to  one  of 
your  gentle  sex,  in  a  place  so  unsettled 
and  disorderly  as  this." 

*^  An  acquaintance !"  repeated  the  un- 
protected bride* 

"  I  said  an  acquaintance;  we  know 
each  other,  surely,"  returned  Ral^,  witfc 
ikmrked* emphasis;  "you  will  believe nc 
when  I  add,  that  I  have  seen  the  two  men 
in  the  guard-room,  which  is  at  hand.** 

Cecil  cast  a  furtive  glance  behind  ber, 
and,  with  some  alarm,  perceived  that  she 
was  separated  from  Meriton  and  tbe 
stranger.  Before  time  was  allowed  for 
recollection,  the  old  man  approached  her 
*  with  a  courtly  breeding  that  was  rendered 
more  striking  by  the  coarseness,  as  well  ss 
negligence  of  his  attire. 

^*  This  is  not  a  place  for  the  niece  of  «& 
English  peer,"  he  said ;  ^  but  I  have  Icug 
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been  at  bome  in  this  warlike  village,  and 
will  conduct  you  to  another  residence 
more  suited  to  your  sex  and  condition/' 

For  an  instant  Cecil  hesitated,  but  ob** 
serving. the  wondering  faces  about  her, 
and  the  intense  curiosity  with  which  all  in 
the  room  suspended  their  several  pursuits, 
to  listen  to  each  syllable,  she  timidly  ac- 
cepted his  offered  hand,  suffering  him  to 
lead  her,  not  only  from  the  room,  but  the 
house,  in  profound  silence.  The  door 
through  which  they  left  the  building,  was 
opposite  to  that  by  which  she  had  entered, 
and  when  they  found  themselves  in  the 
open  air,  it  was  in  a  different  street,  and  a 
short  distance  removed  from  the  crowd  of 
revellers  already  mentioned. 

**  I  have  left  two  attendants  behind  me," 
she  said)/*  without  whom  'tis  impossible  to 
proceed." 

^*  As  they  are  watched  by  armed  men^ 
you  have  no  choice  but  to  share  their  con- 
finement, or  to  submit  to  the  temporary 
separation,"  returned  the  other,  calmly. 
*^  Should  his  keepers  discover  the  charao- 
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ter  pf  him  who  led  you  hither,  his  bU 
would  be  certain !" 

''  His  character  1"  repeated  Cecil,  agm 
ehrinking  from  the  touch  of  the  old  man. 

'<  Surely  my  words  are  plain !  I  sud 
hia  character.  Is  he  not  the  deadly, 
obstinate  enemy  of  liberty  ?  And  thmk 
you  these  countrymen  of  ours  so  dull  as  to 
suffer  one  like  him,  to  go  at  lai^  in  tbeir 
very  camp ! — No,  no,*'  he  muttered,  with  a 
low,  but  exulting  laugh ;  ^^  like  a  fod  bt$ 
he  tempted  his  fate,  and  like  a  dog  shall  he 
meet  it !  Let  us  proceed ;  the  house  is  bat  t 
step  from  this,  and  you  may  summcm  hiD 
to  your  presence  if  you  wilL" 

Cecil  was  rather  impelled  by  her  cob- 
panion,  than  induced  to  proceed,  when,  ai 
he  had  said,  they  soon  stopped  before  the 
door  of  a  humble  and  retired  bnildinf* 
An  armed  man  paced  along  its  frcmt,  whiW 
the  lengthened  shadow  of  another  sentinel 
in  the  rear  was  every  half-minute  thrown 
far  into  the  street,  in  confirmation  of  the 
watchfulness  that  was  kept  over  thoM  who 
dwelt  within. 
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^*  Proceed/'  said  Ralph,  throwing  open 
the  outer-door,  without  hesitation.  Cecil 
complied,  but  started  at  encountering  an*, 
other  man,  trailing  a  musket,  as  he  paced 
to  and  fro  in  the  narrow  passage  that  re- 
ceived her.      Between  this  sentinel  and 

_  • 

Ralph,  there  seemed  to  exist  a  good  under- 
standing, for  the  latter  addressed  him  with 
perfect  freedom — 

'^  Has  no  order  been  yet  received  from 
Washington  ?"  he  asked. 

^'  None  ;  and  I  rather  conclude  by  the 
delay,  that  nothing  very  favourable  is  to 
be  expected." 

The  old  man  muttered  to  himself,  but 
passed  on,  and  throwing  open  anotherdoor, 
said — 

*^  Enter." 

Again  Cecil  complied,  the  door  closing 
on  her  at  the  instant ;  but  before  she  had 
time  to  express  either  her  wonder  or  her 
alarm,  she  was  folded  in  the  arms  of  her 
husband. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


'*  Is  she  a  Capulet? 
"  O  dear  account !  my  life  U  my  foe*s  debt. 


ff 


^^  Ah  !  Lincoln !  Lincoln  !"  cried  the 
weeping  bride,  gently  extricating  herself 
from  the  long  embrace  of  Lionel*  *^ai 
what  a  moment  did  you  desert  me  !** 

^VAnd  how  have  I  been  punished,  love! 
a  night  of  phrenzy,  and  a  morrow  of 
useless  regrets!  How  early  have  I  been 
made  to  feel  the  strength  of  those  ties 
which  unite  us;  unless,  indeed,  my  own 
folly  may  have  already  severed  them  for 
ever  !'* 

'^  Truant !  I  know  you !  and  shall  here- 
after weave  a  web,  with  woman  s  art,  to 
keep  you  in  my  toils!  If  you  love  me, 
Lionel,  as  I  would  fain  believe,  let  all  the 
past  be  forgotten.     I  ask — I  vnsh  no  ex- 
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planation.  You  have  been  deceived,  and 
that  repentant  eye  assures  me  of  your  re- 
tumiug  reason.  Let  us  now  speak  only 
of  yourself.  Why  do  I  find  you  thus 
guarded)  more  like  a  criminal  than  an 
officer  of  the  crown  ?" 

*'  They  have,  indeed,  bestowed  especial 
watchfulness  on  my  safety !" 

**  How  came  you  in  their  power;  and 
why  do  they  abuse  their  advantage  ?" 

^^  'Tis  easily  explained.  Presuming  on 
the  tempestuousness  of  the  night — what  a 
bridal  was  ours,  Cecil !'' 

**  'Twas  terrible  !**  she  answered,  shud-' 
daring;  then  with  a  bright  and  instant 
smile,  as  if  isedulous  to  chace  every  ap* 
pearance  of  distrust  or  care  from  her  coun- 
tenance,  she  continued — ^*  but  I  have  no 
longer  faith  in  omens,  Lincoln  !  or,  if  one 
has  been  given,  is  not  the  awful  fulfilment 
already  come  ?  I  know  not  how  you  value 
the  benedictions  of  a  parting  soul,  Lionel, 
but  to  me  there  is  holy  cdnsolation  in 
knowing  that  my  dying  parent  left  her 
blesfling  on  our  sudden  union  !" 

*^  Disregarding  the  hand,  which,   with 
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gentle  earnestness,  she  had  laid  opoQ  his 
shoulder,  he  walked  gloomily  away,  iato  a 
distant  corner  of  the  apartment. 

^*  Cecil,  I  do  love  you,  as  you  would 
fiun  believe,''  he  said,  ^'and  I  listen  readily 
to  your  wish  to  bury  the  past  in  oblivion. 
But   I   leave  my  tale    unfinished! — Too 
know  the  night  was  such  that  none  would 
choose,  uselessly,  to  brave  its  fury — I  sU 
tempted  to  profit  by  the  storm,  and  avail- 
ing myself  of  a  flag,  which  is  r^ulsrly 
granted  to  the  simpleton^  Job  Pray,  I  left 
the  town.   Impatient — do  I  say  impatiflBt ! 
borne  along  rather  by  a  tempest  of  pes- 
aions  that  mocked  the  feebler  elemenU, 
we  ventured  too  muoh — Cecil,  I  was  sot 
alone !" 

^^  I  know  it — I  know  it,'"  die  said  bor- 
riedly,  though  speaking  barely  above  her 
breath — "  you  ventured  too  much  ?*' 

*^  And  encountered  a  picquet  that  wosU 
not  mistake  a  royal  oflioer  for  an  im- 
poverished though  privileged  idiot.  In 
our  anxiety  we  overlooked — believe  me, 
dearest  Cecil,  that  if  you  knew  all — the 
vscene  I  had  witnessed — the  motives  wUch 
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urged— they,  at  least,  would  justify  thu 
strange  and  seeming  desertion." 

"  Did  I  doubt  it,  would  I  forget  my 
condition,  my  recent  loss,  and  my  sex,  to 
follow  in  the  footsteps  of  one  unworthy  of 
my  solicitude  ?"  returned  the  bride  colour* 
ing  as  much  with  innate  modesty,  as  with 
the  power  of  her  emotions.  ^^  Think  not 
I  come,  with  girlish  weakness,  to  reproach 
you  with  any  fancied  wrongs  !  I  am  your 
wife.  Major  Lincoln ;  and  as  such  would 
I  serve  you,  at  a  moment  when  I  know  all 
the  tenderness  of  the  tie  will  most  be 
needed.  At  the  altar  and  in  the  presence 
of  my  God,  have  I  acknowledged  the 
sacred  duty ;  and  shall  I  hesitate  to  dis- 
charge it  because  the  eyes  of  man  are 
on  me !" 

*^  I  shall  go  mad  ! — I  shall  go  mad !" 
cried  Lionel,  in  ungovernable  mental 
anguish,  as  he  paced  the  floor,  in  violent 
disorder .-^^^  There  are  moments  when  I 
think  that  the  curse,  which  destroyed  the 
father,  has  already  lighted  on  the  son !" 

*<  Lionel !"  said  the  soft  soothing  voice 
of  his  companion,  at  his  elbow,  **  is  this  to 
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render  me  more  happy ! — the  welcome 
you  bestow  on  the  confiding  girl  who  has 
committed  her  happinejsa  to  your  keeping! 
I  see  you  relent,  and  will  be  more  just  to 
us  both ;  more  dutiful  to  your  God,  Now 
let  us  speak  of  your  confinement.  Surely, 
you  are  not  suspected  of  any  oriminal 
designs  in  this  rash  visit  to  the  oamp  of  the 
Americans !  'Twere  easy  to  convince  their 
leaders  that  you  are  innocent  of  so  baas  a 
purpose !" 

'^  'Tis  difficult  to  evade  the  vigilance  of 
those  who  struggle  for  liberty  !"  returned 
the  low  calm  voice  of  Ralph,  who  stood 
before  them,  unexpectedly.  *^  Major 
Lincoln  has  too  long  listened  to  the  coon* 
sels  of  tyrants  and  slaves,  and  forgotten 
the  land  of  his  birth.  If  he  would  be  safe, 
let  him  retract  the  error,  while  yec  be 
may,  with  honour." 

'^ Honour!"  repeated  Lionel,  with  on* 
concealed  disdain — again  pacing  the  room 
with  swift  and  uneasy  steps,  without 
deigning  any  other  notice  of  the  unwel. 
come  intruder.  Cecil  bowed  her  liead, 
and  sinking  in  a  chair,  concealed  her  fece 
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in  her  small  muff,  as  if  to  exclude  some 
horrid  and  fearful  sight  from  her  view. 

The  momentary  silence  was  broken  by 
the  sound  of  footsteps  and  of  voices  in  the 
passage,  and  at  the  next  instant  the  door 
of  the  room  opening,  Meriton  was  seen 
on  its  threshold.  His  appearance  roused 
Cecil,  who  springing  on  her  feet,  beckoned 
him  away,  with  a  sort  of  phrenzied  ear- 
nestness, exclaiming — 

**Not  here  !  not  here!— for  the  love  of 
heaven  not  here !" 

The  valet  hesitated,  but  catching  a 
glimpse  of  his  master,  his  attachment  got 
the  ascendency  of  his  respect — 

^^  God  be  praised  for  this  blessed  sight. 
Master  Lionel,"  he  cried — **  'tis  the  hap- 
piest hour  I  have  seen  since  I  lost  the 
look  at  the  shores  of  old  England !  If 
'twas  only  at  Ravenscliffe,  or  in  Soho,  I 
should  be  the  most  contented  fool  in 
the  three  kingdoms !  Ah,  Master  Lionel, 
let  us  get  out  of  this  province,  into  a 
country  where  there  is  no  rebels  ;  or 
any  thing  worse  than  King,  Lords,  and 
Commons!" 
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^^  Enough  now ;  for  this  time,  worthjr 
Meriton,  enough  !"  interrupted  Cecil, 
breathing  with  difficulty,  in  her  eagerneai 
to  be  heard. — "Go — return  to  the  im— 
the  colleges — any  where — do  bat  go !" 

^  Don't  send  a  loyal  subject,  Ma'am, 
again  among  the  rebels,  I  desire  to  entreit 
of  you.  Such  awful  blasphemies,  sir,  m 
I  heard  while  I  was  there !  They  spoke 
of  his  sacred  Majesty  just  as  freely,  ar* 
as  if  he  had  been  a  gentleman  like  your- 
self.    Joyful  was  the  news  of  my  releasar 

^^  And  had  it  been  a  guard-room  on  the 
opposite  shore,"  said  Ralph,  ^*  the  liberties 
they  used  with  your  earthly  monarch* 
would  have  been  as  freely  taken  with  the 
King  of  kings !" 

'^  You  shall  remain  then,"  aaid  Cecil, 
probably  mistaking  the  look  of  high  die* 
dain  which  Meriton  bestowed  on  his  aged 
fellow- voyager,  for  one  of  a  very  difierent 
meaning — ^^  but  not  here.  You  have  other 
apartments.  Major  Lincoln  ;  let  my  atten- 
dants be  received  there — you  surely  im^ouU 
not  admit  the  menials  to  our  interview  !'* 

"  Why  this  sudden  terror,  love  1   Her^- 
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if  not  happy,  you  at  least  are  safe.  Go^ 
Meriton,  into  the  adjoining  room ;  if 
wanted,  there  is  admission  through  this 
door  of  communication." 

The  valet  murmured  some  half-uttered 
sentences,  of  which  only  the  emphatic 
word  '^genteel''  was  audible,  while  the 
direction  of  his  discontented  eye,  suffi- 
ciently betrayed  that  Ralph  was  the 
subject  of  his  meditations.  The  old  man 
followed  his  footsteps,  and  the  door  of  the 
passage  soon  closed  on  both,  leaving  Cecil 
standing,  like  a  beautiful  statue,  in  an  atti- 
tude of  absorbed  thought.  When  the 
noise  of  her  attendants,  as  they  quietly 
entered  the  adjoining  room,  was  heard, 
she  breathed  again,  with  a  tremulous  sigh, 
that  seemed  to  raise  a  weight  of  appre- 
hension from  her  heart. 

^^  Fear  not  for  me,  Cecil,  and  least  of  all 
for  yourself,"  said  Lionel,  drawing  her  to 
his  bosom  with  fond  solicitude — ^^  my 
headlong  rashness,  or,  rather,  that  fatal 
bane  to  the  happiness  of  my  house, 
the  distempered  feeling  which  you  must 
have  often  seen  and  deplored,  has  indeed 
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led  me  into  a  seeining  danger.  But  I  have 
a  reason  for  my  conduct,  which  avowed, 
shall  lull  the  suspicions  of  even  our  enemies 
to  sleep!" 

^^  I  have  no  suspicions — ^no  knowledge  of 
any  imperfections — no  regrets^  Lionel; 
nothing  hut  the  most  ardent  wiahet  for 
your  peace  of  mind;  and — if  I  mi^t 
ctxplain; — yes,  now  is  a  time — ^Lionel, 
kindy  hut  truant  Lionel " — 

Her  words  were  interrupted  by  Raiph<» 
who  appeared  again  in  the  room,  with  that 
noiseless  step,  whieh>  in  conjunction  with 
his  great  age  and  attenuated  frame, 
times  gave  to  his  movements  and 
the  character  of  a  being  superior  to  the 
attributes  of  humanity.    On  his  arm  he 
bore  an  over-coat  and  a  hat,  both  of  wkich 
Cecil  recognized,  at  a  glance,  as  the  pro- 
perty of  the  unknown  man  who  had    at- 
tended   her    person    throughout   all   the 
vicissitudes  of  that  eventful  night. 

^<  See !"  said  Ralph,  exhibiting  Im  spoik 
with  a  ghastly,  but  meaning  smile,  ^  aee  in 
how  many  forms  Liberty  appears  to  aid 
her  votaries !  Here  is  the  guise*  m  ^vhich 
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die  will  DOW  be  oottrted!  Wear   them^ 
young  man,  and  be  free !" 

"Believe  him  not — Glisten  not,"  whis- 
pered Cecil,  while  she  shrank  from  his 
approaeh  in  undisguised  terror—''  nay,  do 
listen,  but  act  with  caution !" 

''  Dost  thou  delay  to  receive  the  blessed 
boon  of  freedom,  when  offered  ?''  de^^ 
manded  Balph?  ''wouldst  thou  remain, 
and  brave  the  angry  justice  of  the  Ame- 
rican chief,  and  make  thy  wife,  of  a  day, 
a  widow  for  an  age!" 

''  In  what  manner  am  I  to  profit  by  this 
dress?"  said  Lionel — ''to  submit  to  the 
degradation  of  a  disguise,  success  should  be 
certain." 

''  Turn  thy  haughty  eyes,  young  man, 
t>n  the  picture  of  innocence  and  terror,  at 
thy  side.  For  the  sake  of  her  whose  fate 
is  i;irrapped  in  thine,  if  not  for  your  own, 
3oiuiult  thy  safety,  and  fly — another  minute 
nay  be  too  late." 

^^  Oh  I  hesitate  not  a  moment  longer, 
Lincoln/'  cried  Cecil,  with  a  change  of 
>urpQ«e  as  sudden    as  the  impulse   was 
iroi..  lit.  K 
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powerful*  -"  fly,  leave  me ;    my  sex  ta\d 
station  will  be—** 

-    **  Never/*  said  Lionel,  easting  the  gar- 
ment from  him,  in  cool  disdain. — *^  Once, 
when  Death  was  busy,  did  I  abandon  thee; 
but,  ere  I  do  it  again,  his  blow  must  fall  on 
me !" 
"  I  will  follow — I  will  rejoin  yoa.'^ 
"  You  shall  not  part,''  said  Balph  once 
-more  rai3ing  the  rejected  coat,  and  lending 
his  aid  to  envelop  the  form  of  Lionel,  who 
stood  passive  under  the  united  efforts  of  hb 
:l>ride  and  her  aged  assistant — **  Remain 
here,*'  the  latter  added,  when   their  brief 
task  was  ended,  ^^  and  await  the  8ummoii> 
to  freedom.     And  thou,  sweet  flower  of 
innocence  and  love,  follow,  and  share  in 
the  honour  of  liberating  him  w^fao  has  en> 
' slaved  thee!" 

Cecil  blushed  with  virgin  shame,  at  Ibe 
strength  of  his  expressions,  but  bowed  her 
head  in  silent  acquiescence  to  his  will. 
Proceeding  to  the  door,  he  becktmed  her 
to  approach,  indicating,  by  an  expreaattr 
^.gesture  to  Lionel,  that  he  was  to   remaiL 
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stationary.  When  Cecil  had  complied,  and 
they  were  in  a  narrow  passage  of  the  build-^ 
ing,  Ralph,  instead  of  betraying  any  ap-^ 
prehension  of  the  sentinel  who  paced  its 
length,  fearlessly  approached,  and  ad-^ 
dressed  him  with  the  confidence  of  a  known 
friend— 

^'  See!"  he  said,  removing  the  calash 
from  before  the  pale  features  of  his  com- 
panion, "  how  terror  for  the  fate  of  her 
husband  has  caused  the  good  child  to  weep ! 
She  quits  him  now,  friend,  with  one  of  her 
attendants,  while  the  other  tarries  to  ad< 
minister  to  his  master's  wants.  Look  at  her ; 
is't  not  a  sweet,  though  mourning  partner, 
to  smooth  the  path  of  a  soldier's  life !" 

The  man  seemed  awkwardly  sensible  of 
the  unusual  charms  that  Ralph  so  uncere* 
moniously  exhibited  to  his  view,  and  while 
he  stood  in  admiring  embarrassment, 
ashamed  to  gaze,  and  yet  unwilling  to  re- 
tire, Cecil  traced  the  light  footsteps  of  the 
old  man,  entering  the  room  occupied  by 
iMeriton  and  the  stranger.  She  was  still 
in  the  act  of  veiling  her  features  from  the 
eyes  of  the  sentinel^  when  Ralph  re-ap- 
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ptttred^  aitaaded  by  a  figar^  nuilled 
ID  the  weU-knowa  ovar-ooat.  Notwitfa* 
stafidiag  the  flopped  hat^  and  studied  cen- 
oealnieut  of  his  gait,  the  keen  eyes  of  tke 
wife  penetrated  the  dii^uiae  of  faec  hmbudi 
and  recollecting)  at  the  same  instaaty  tbe 
door  of  communication  between  the  two 
apartments,  the  whole  artifice  was  at  oace 
revealed.  With  trembling  eagemeaiab^ 
glided  past,  the  sentinel,  and  (Massed  to  tbe 
side  of  Lionel,  with  a  depmidence  tlMt 
might  have  betrayed  the  deoeptian  toeiie 
more  accustomed  to.  the  forms  of  lifei 
than  was  the  honest  countryman  who  had* 
so  recently  thrown  aside  the  flail  to  carry 
a  musket. 

Ralph  allowed  the  sentinel  no  time  to 
deliberate,  but  waving  his  hand  in  tohsa 
of  adi^u,.  he  led  the  way  into  the  sfareeil 
with  his  accustomed  activity.  Here  thi^ 
found  themselves  in  the  presence  of  tkt 
other  soldier,  who  moved  to  and  fro,  aleiif 
the  allotted  giround  in  front  of  tiie  huU^ 
ing,  rendering  the  watchfoJneM  by  wUdi 
they  were  environed,  doubly ,  eaaJbfnasi- 
iiig*    Following  the  example  oCtlieir  agfid 
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eonduetor^  Lionel  and  his  trembling  eom- 
paiiidn  walked  wHh  apparent  indifference 
towards  this  man,  who^  as  it  proved^  wad 
better  deservittg  of  his  trust  than  his  fellow, 
vnHrin  doors.  Dropping  his  nrasket  across 
their  path,  in  a  tnomner  which  announced 
an  inti^ntibtt  to  inquire  into  their  move-^ 
ments,  before  he  euflfered  them  to  proceed; 
he  roughly  demanded-^ 

^  How^s  this,  old  gentieman !  you  come 
out  of  the  prisoner's  rooms  by  squads !  one 
two,  three;  our  English  gallant  might  be 
among  you,  and  there  would  still  be  two 
leftf  Come,  come,  old  father,  render  some 
aocount-  of  youihielf,  and*  of  3^ur  command. 
For,  to  be  plain  with  you,  there  are  those 
who  think  you  are  no  better  than  a  spy  of 
Howe's,  liot^thstanding  you  are  left  to 
ron  ap  and  down- the  camp,  as  you  please* 
In  plain  Yankee  dialect,  and  that's  in- 
telligible English,  you  have  been  caught 
in  bad  company  of  late,  and  there  has  been 
hard  talk  about  shutting  you  up  as  well  as 
your  comrade !" 

'*  Hear  ye  that  f "  said  Ralph,  oalmly 
smiling,  and  addressing  himself  to  his  com^-^ 
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paniona^  instead  of  the  inim  whose  intoro- 
gatories  he   was  expected    to   answer-* 
*^  think  you  the   hirelings  of  the  erown 
pre  thtiB   alert?    Would  not   the  slaTes 
be    sleeping   th6    moment    the  eyes  of 
their  tyrants  are  turned  on  their  own  law* 
less  {Measures?     Thus  it  is  with  liberty! 
The  sacred  spirit  hallows  its  meanest  to- 
taries,  and  elevates  the  private  to  all  the 
virtues  of  the  proudest  captain !" 
'    ^<  Come,  come/'  returned   the  flattered 
sentinel^  throwing  hili  mudket  back  to  his 
shoulder  again  >  ^^  I  believe  a  man  gaiu 
nothing  by  battling  you  with  words!  I 
should  have  spent  a  year  or  two  in«k 
yonder  colleges  to  dive  at  ail  your  fluess* 
ing*     Though  I  can  guess  yoa  are  more 
than  half  right  in  one  thing ;  for  if  a  poor 
fellow  who  loves  his  country,  and  the  good 
cause,  finds  it  so  hard  to  keep  his  eyes  qxn 
pn  post,  what  must  it  be  to  a  half-starred 
devil  on  six-pence  a  day  ?   Go  along,  go 
along,  old  father  ;  there  is  one  lee  of  yoa 
than  went  in,  and  if  there  was  any  thing 
wrong,  the    man   in    the   hoasa   shoaid 
know  it !" 
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As  he  concludedi  the  sentinel  continued 
his  walk,  humming  a  verse  of  Yankee- 
doodle,  in  excellent  favour  with  himself 
and  all  mankind,with  the  sweeping  excep- 
tion of  his  country's  enemies.  To  say  that 
this  was  not  the  first  instance  of  well* 
meaning  integrity  being  cajoled  by  the 
jargon  of  liberty,  might  be  an  assertion  too 
hazardous  ;  but  that  it  has  not  been  the 
lasU  we  conscientiously  believe,  though  no 
immediate  example  may  present  itself  to 
quote  in  support  of  such  heretical  cre- 
dulity. 

Ralph  appeared,  however,  perfectly 
innocent  of  intending  to  utter  more  than 
the  spirit  of  the  times  justified  ;  for,  when 
left  to  his  own  pleasure,  he  pursued  his 
^^ay,  muttering  rapidly  to  himself,  and 
with  an  earnestness  that  attested  his  sin- 
cerity. When  they  had  turned  a  corner, 
at  a  little  distance  from  any  pressingdanger, 
he  relaxed  in  his  movements,  and  suffering 
his  eager  companions  to  approach,  he  stole 
to  the  side  of  Lionel,  and  clenching  his 
faaad  fieroely,  he  whispered  in  a  voice  half 
choked  by  inward  exultation — 
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I  ^'  I  have  faim  now !  be  ia  no  looger  dui* 
geroiu!  Ay — ay — I  have  him  okaiy 
watched  by  the  vigilance  of  tbvee  loear- 
tnptible  patriots !" 

'^  Of  whom  speak  you/'  devinM 
Lionel — ^^  what  is  his  offence,  andiviwB 
is  your  captive  ?" 

'^  A  dog !  a  man  in  form,  baft  a  ttgsr  v 
heart !  Ay  !  but  I  have  him !''  the  <Ad  tarn 
QontinuedyWith  a  hollow  laug^  tbat  aaeBaed 
to  heave  up  from  his  inmost  aoul — '^adsf; 
a  veritable  dog]  I  have  him,  and  GeA 
grant  that  he  may  drink  of  the  cwf  ti 
slavery  to  its  dregs !" 

''  Old  man/'  said  LioneU  firmly^  '^thst 
I  have  followed  you  thun  far  on  no  mf 
worthy  errand,  you  best  may  testify— I 
have  forgotten  the  oath  which,  at  the  altVr 
I  had  sworn  to,  to  cherish  this  sweet  mi 
spotless  being  at  my  side,  at  your  instjgs* 
tion,  aided  by  the  maddening  oipooB* 
sti^ices  of  a  moment ;  but  the  ddonon'lw 
already  passed  away !  Here  we  pvt  far 
aver,  unless  your  solemn  and  oftea-re- 
psated  promises  are,  on  the  iaitimt,'  le- 
deemed*'^ 


Tbe  higk  exultation  which  had^  90  lately, 
rendered  the  emaciated  countenance  of 
Ralph  hideously  ghastly,  disappeared  Hke 
a  passing  shadow,  and  he  listened  to  the 
wdrds  of  Lionel  with  calm  and  settled  at- 
toBtion*  But  when  he  would  hare  an- 
swered, he  was  interrupted  by  Cecil,  who 
uttered,  in  a  voice  nearly  suppressed  by 
her  fears — 

*^  Oh !  delay  not  a  moment  1  Let  us  pro- 
ceed; any  where  or  any-how!  even  now 
the  pursuers  may  be  on  our  track.  I  am 
strong,  dearest  Lionel,  and  will  follow  to 
the  ends  of  the  earth,  so  you  but  lead !" 

**  Lionel  Lincoln,  I  have  not  deceived 
thee !'"  said  the  old  man,  solemnly.  ^^  Pro- 
vidence has  already  led  us  on  our  way,. 
and  a  few  minutes  will  bring  us  to  our 
g'ofd — suffer,  then,  that  gentle  trembler  ta 
return  into  the  village,  and  follow !" 

^*  Not  an  inch !"  returned  Lionel,  press* 
ing  Cecil  still  closer  to  his  side-^^^  here  we 
pait,  or  your  promises  are  fulfilled." 

•*  Nay,  go  with  him — go,"  again  whis^ 
pered  the  being  who  clung  to  him  in, 
trembling  dependence.    ^'  This  very  ctai'^ 

k3 
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iroversy  may  prove  your  rain— nlid  1 
not  say  I  would  accompany  you.  Lb- 
cola  r 

^'  Lead  on,  then,"  said  her  hosband, 
motioning  Ralph  to  proceed — ^  once  again 
will  I  confide  in  you;  but  use  the  tmit 
with  discretion,  for  my  guardian  spirit  is 
at  hand,  and  remember,  thou  nd  longer 
leadest  a  lunatic  !^' 

The  moon  fell  upon  the  wan  features  of 
the  old  man,  and  exhibited  their  contented 
smile,  as  he  silently  turned  away,  and  re- 
mimed  hk  progress  with  hia  wonted,  «pid, 
and  noiseless  tread.     Their  route  still  lay 
towards  the  skirts  of  the  village.     While 
the  buildings  of  the  University  were  yet  in 
the  near  view,  and  the  loud  laugh  of  the 
idlers  about  the  inn,  with  the   frequent 
challenges  of  the  sentinels,  were  still  dis- 
tinctly audible,  their  conductor  bent  his 
way  beneath  the  walls  of  a  church,  that 
i;ose  in  solemn  solitude  in  the  deceptive 
light    of    the    evening.      Pointing     up- 
ward at  its  somewhat  unusual,    because 
regular  architecture,  Ralph  muttered  as 
he  passed — 
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^  Here,  at  least,  God  possesses  his  *own 
without  insult !" 

Lionel  and  Cecil  slightly  glanced  their 
eyed  at  the  silent  walls,  and  followed  into  a 
small  enclosure,  through  a  gap  in  its 
bumble  and  dilapidated  fence.  Here  the 
fbrmer  again  paused,  and  spoke — 

^^  I  will  go  no  further,  he  said,  uncon- 
sciously strengthening  the  declaration  by 
placing  his  foot  firmly  on  a  mound  of 
frozen  earth,  in  an  attitude  of  resistance — 
^*  'tis  time  to  oease  thinking  of  'self,  and  to 
listen  to  the  weakness  of  her  whom  I  sup* 
port  V' 

^^  Think  not  of  me,  dearest  Lincoln  " — 

Cecil  was  interrupted  by  the  voice  of 
the  old  man,  who  raising  his  hat,  and 
baring  his  gray  looks  to  the  mild  rays  of 
the  planet,  answered,  with  tremulous  eino-^ 
tion— ' 

''  Thy  task  is  already  ended  !  Thou  hast 
reached  the  spot  where  moulder  the  bones- 
of  one  who  long  supported  thee.  Unthink-^ 
ing  boy, .  that .  sacrilegious  foot  treads  Oa 
thy  mother's  grave  1" 


CHAPTER  IX. 


"  Obf  9igt  has  weaiy  dayi, 
«  And  Bighti  o*  ileeple^pdD! 

*'  Why  com'st  thoa  not  acmin. 


ff 


Thb  stillness  that  sacoeeded  this  imex- 
pacted  ABnunoiatiDn  was  like  .  the  cold 
silence  of  those  who  slumbered  on  eveiy 
aide  of  them.  Lionel  recoiled  a  pace,  in 
horror ;  then  imitating  the  action  of  the 
old  man^  he  uncovered  his  head,  in  picas 
reverence  of  the  parent^  whoae  fiona 
floated  dimly  in  his  imag^ination^  like  the 
earliest  recollections  of  infancy,  or  the 
ia^ierfect  fancies  of  some  dream.  Whea 
Um0  was  given  for  these  sudden  emotioos 
to  subside,  he  turned  to  Ralph,  and  said — 

^  Aod  was  it  here  that  yon  woM 
bring  me,  to  listen  to  the  sorrowa  of  my 
family  ?" 
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An  exprepsion  of  piteous  an^uAi  crooied 
the  features  of  the  other,  as  he  answered, 
in  a  voice  which  was  subdued  to  softness— 

<'  Even  here— here,  in  th^  presence  of 
thy  mother's  grave^  shalt  thou  hear  the 
tale !" 

'^  Then  let  it  be  here,"  said  Lionel^ 
whose  eye  was  already  kindling  with  a 
wild  and  disordered  meaning,  that  curdled 
the  blood  of  the  anxious  Cecil,  who  watch- 
ed its  expression  with  a  woman's  solicitude. 
— ^^<Here,on  this  hallowed  spot,  will  I  listen,. 
and  swear  the  vengeance  that  is  due,  if 
all   thy  previous    intimations    should   be 

juat— '' 

"  No,  no,  no — listen  not — tarry  not !'' 
said  Cecil,  clinging  to  his  side  in  undis*. 
guised  alarm—''  Lincoln,  you  are  not  equal 
to  the  scene !" 

^'  I  am  equal  to  any  thing,  in  such  a 

cause." 

*^  Nay,  Lionel,  you  overrate  your 
paw^rs !— Think  only  of  your  safety, 
n<y^  i  A^  another^  and  happier  moment 
you   shall  know    all— yes— I — Cecil— thy 
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bride,  thy  wife,  promise  that  all  shall  be 
revealed" — 

«  Thou !" 

^  It  is  the  descendant  of  the  widow  of 
John  Leohmere  who  speaks,  and  thy  esri 
will  not  refuse  the  sounds/'  said  Ralph, 
with  a  smile  that  acted  lik«  a  taunt  on  the 
awakened  impulses  of  the  young*  man— 
^'  GO' — ^thou  art  fitter  for  a  bridal  than  a 
church-ycurd  !** 

*  *'  I  have  told  you  that  I  am  equal  to 
any  thing,"  sternly  answered  Lionel; 
**  here  will  I  sit,  on  this  humble  tablet, 
to  hear  all  that  you  can  utter,  though  the 
rebel  legions  encircle  me  to  my  death  f"* 

"  What  dar'st  brave  the  averted  eye  of 
one  so  dear  to  thy  heart  T 

'*  All,  or  any  thing,"  exclaimed  the  ex- 
cited youth,  ^^  with  so  pious  an  object/* 
'  "  Bravely  answered !  and  thy  reward  is 
nigh — nay,  look  not  on  the  syren,  or  tboa 
wilt  relent." 

«  ^  My  wife,"  said  Lionel,  extending  im 
hand,  kindly,  towards  the  shrinking  form 
of  Cecil. 
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'^  Thy  mother !"  interrapted  Ralpb^ 
pointing  with  his  emaciated  hand  to  the 
coJd  residence  of  the  dead. 

Lionel  sunk  on  the  dilapidated  grave- 
stone to  which  he  had  just  alluded,  and 
gathering  his  coat  about  him,  he  rested  an 
arm  upon  his  knee^  while  its  hand  sup- 
ported his  quivering  ohin,  as  if  he  were 
desperately  bent  on  his  g\ooihy  purpose. 
The  old  man  smiled  with  his  usual  ghastly 
expression,  as  he  witnessed  this,  prdof  of 
bis  success^  and  he  took  a  similar  seat  od 
the    opposite   side   of    the  grave,  which 
seemed  the  focus  of  their  common  interest* 
Here  he  dropped   his    face,  between   his 
hands,  and  appeared  to  muse  like  one  who 
was  collecting  his  thoughts  for  the  coming 
emergency*     During  this  short  and   im- 
pressive pause,  Lionel  felt  the  trembling 
form  of  Cecil  drawing  to  his  side,  and  be- 
fore  his  aged  companion  spoke,  her  un- 
yeiled  and  pallid  countenance  was  once 
more  watching  the  changes  of  his  own  fea- 
tures, in  submissive,  but  anxious  attention. 
^*' Thou  kno west  already,   Lionel  Lin- 
coln/' commenced/ Ralph,  slowly  raising 


his  body  to  an  upright  attitude,  ^*  how,  in 
pMt  agesy  thy  family  sought  these  coIcHiitSi 
tq  find  religious  quiet^  and  the  peace  of  tlie 
jttflt.  And  thou  abo  knowest,  for  ofieudid 
we  beguile  the  long  watches  of  the  nigiit 
in  discoursing  of  these  things,  while  tlw 
never*tiiiing  ocean  was  rolling  its  waUn^ 
unheeded  around,  how  Death  came  into  iU 
elder  branch,  which  still  dwelt  amidtlie 
luxury  and  corruption  of  the  Englidi 
Court,  and  left  thy  father  the  heir  of  all 
its  riches  and  honours." 

^^  How  much  of  this  is  unknown  to  the 
meanest  gossip  in  the  province  of  Ma— 
ehusetts-Bay  ?"  interrupted  the  impatieBt 
Lionel. 

^^  But  they  do  not  know,  that  for  yean 
before  this  accumulation  of  fortune  actu- 
ally occurred,  it  was  deemed  to  be  inevit- 
able by  the  decrees  of  Providence  ;  they 
do  not  know  how  much  more  value  the 
orphan  son  of  the  unprovided  scMier, 
found  in  the  eyes  of  those  even  of  bis  ova 
bkiodt  by  the  expectation;  nor  do  they 
know  how  the  worldly-Bainded  PriscOla 
Leohmere,  thy  father's  aunt,  would  have 


compassed  heaveti  atnd  earthy  to  heir^  seen 
that  wealthy  and  those  honours,  to  which 
it  \ira8  her  greatest  boast  to'  claim  alliaiicej 
descend  in  the  line  of  her  own  hbdy."' 

^^But  'twas  impossible!  she  was  of  the 
female  branch  ;  neither  had  she  a  son  !' 

*^  Nothing  seems  impossible  to  those  oft 
whose  peace  of  mind  the  worm  of  am« 
bition  feeds — ^thon  knowest  well  she  left  a 
grand^child;  had  not  that  child  a  mother!" 

Lionel  felt  a  painful  con  dction  of  the 
connection,  as  the  trembling  object  of 
these  remarks  sunk  her  head  in  shame  and 
80Tr4>w  on  his  bosom,  keenly  alive  to  the 
justice  of  the  character  drawn  of  her 
deceased  relative,  by  the  mysterious  being 
who-  had  just  spoken. 

^^  God  forbid  that  1,  a  Christian^  and  a 
g^entleman/'  continued  the  old  man^  a  little 
proudly,  ^'  should  utter  a  syllable  to  tahfit 
the  spotless  name  of  one  so  free  from* 
blemish  as  she  of  whom  I  speak.  The 
sweet  child  who  clings  to  thee,  in  dread, 
Xiionel,  was  not  more  pure  and  innocent 
than  she  who  bore  her.    And  long  before 
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ambition  had  wove  its  toils  for  the  misera- 
ble Priscilla,  the  heart  of  her  daughter  wbs 
the  property  of  the  gallant  and  honour- 
able Englishman,  to  whom  in  later  years 
she  was  wedded." 

As  Cecil  heard  this  soothing  commen- 
dation of  her  more  immediate  parents,  she 
again  raised  her  face  into  the  light  of  the 
moon,  and  remained,  where  she  was 
already  kneeling,  at  the  side  of  Ijionel,  no 
longer  an  uneas}%  but  a  deeply  interested 
listener  to  what  followed. 

^'  As  the  wishes  of  my  unhappy  aimt 
were  not  realized,"  said  Major  Unccrfn, 
'^  in  what  manner  could  they  affect  the 
fortunes  of  my  father  ?" 

^'  Thou  shalt  hear.  In  the  same  dwell- 
ing lived  another  even  fairer,  and  to  the 
eye,  as  pure  as  the  daughter  of  Priscilk. 
She  was  the  relative,  the  god-child,  and 
the  'ward  of  that  miserable  woman.  The 
beauty  and  seeming  virtues  of  this  appa- 
rent angel  in  human  form,  caught  the 
young  eye  of  thy  father,  and  in  defiance 
of  arts  and  schemes,  before  the  long'-ex* 
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pected  title  and  fortune  camCi  they  were 
wedded,  and  thou  wert  born,  Lionel,  to 
render  the  boon  of  Fate  doubly  welcome." 

'«  And  then"— 

^^  And  then  thy  father  hastened  to  the 
land  of  his  ancestors,  to  claim  his  own,  and 
to  prepare  the  way  for  the  reception  of 
yourself,  and  his  beloved  Priscilla — ^for 
then  there  were  two  Prisoillas ;  and  now 
both  sleep  with  the  dead !  All  having  life 
and  nature,  can  claim  the  quiet  of  the 
grave,  but  I,"  continued  the  old  man^ 
glancing  his  hollow  eye  upward,  with  a 
look  of  hopeless  misery — **  I  who  have 
<»en  ages  pa«  smoe  the  blood  of  youth 
has  been  chilled^  and  generation  after  ge** 
neration  swept  away,  must  still  linger 
in  the  haunts  of  men ;  but  His  to  aid  in 
the  g^eat  work  which  commences  here^ 
but  which  shall  not  end  until  a  continent 
be  regenerate.'* 

Lionel  suffered  a  minute  to  pass  without 
a  question,  in  deference  to  this  burst  of 
feeling;  but  soon  making  an  impatient 
movement,  it  drew  the  ey^  of  Ralph  once 


tit  uioim.' 

more'iitpoa  lAm^  «uid  'f&e  old  man  ooti« 

.  <^'  Montti  iadftw  month ,  for^  two  long  and 
iadiMa  jwrn,  did  thy  father  linger  in 
Emf^tmd^  •gtraggtiBg'  for  his  own.  At 
iMgth' '  lie  ^  prevailed.  He  then  hastened 
hither  $  hot  there'  was  no  -^ife-^no  fond 
and'loving'PHsdiUai  like  that  tender  #ower 
Ornlk  repoiea  iD.thy  baeom  to  welcome  hn 
reiurn/- 

^^I  know  ;it»^'  said  Lionel^  nearir 
ofaoked  by  his  pious  recollections — ^she 
was  dead*"  -  i    - 

^'  She  was  more/'  retomed  Ralph,  in  a 
3rQioe  so  deep,  thdt  it  sounded  like  one 
speaking  from.the  granre-^*^  she  was  dii> 
honoured  I" 

"  'Tie  false !" 

"  'Tis  true ;  true  as  that  hoty  goqwl 
which  I  comes  to  men  through  the  m^ircd 
ministers  of  God  V 

^^  'Tis  &lse/'  repeated  Lionel,  6erceiy — 
^  bkuker  than  the  darkest  thoughts  of  the 
foul  i^rit  of  eviii" 

ff  Isayyraah'boy,  'tis  tmel  She  died  m 
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giving  birth  to  the  fruits  of  her  infamy; 
When  Priscilla  Lechmere  met  thy  lieartf 
stricken  parent  with  the  damxiing  tale^  he 
read  in  her  exulting  «ye,  the  tneason  of  her 
mind»  and, like  thee,  he  dared  to  call-heaven 
to  witness,  that  thy  mother  was  defamed* 
But  there  was  one  known  to  him,  under 
circumstances  that  forbad  the  thoughts 
of  deceit,  who  swore — ay,  took  the  blessed 
name  of  Him  who  reads  all  hearts,  for 
warranty  of  her  troth  I— and  she  confirmed 

^^  The  infamous  seducer !"  said  Lionel, 
hoarsely,  his  body  turning  unconsciously 
away  from  Cecil — "  does  he  yet  live  t 
Give  him  to  my  vengeance,  old  man,  and 
I  will  yet  bless  you  for  your  accursed 
history  !*' 

^^  Lionel,  Lionel,"'  said  the  soothing 
voice  of  his  bride,  '^  do  you  credit  him  ?" 

'^Credit  him!''  said  Ralph, with  a  horrid, 
inward  laugh,  as  if  he  wmild  deride  the 
idea  of  incredulity;  ^^all  thk  mast  he 
believe,  and  more!  Once. again,  weak 
jgirl,  did  thy  grandmother  throw  out  her 
lures  for  the  wealthy  baronet,  and  when  he 
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would  not  become  her  soo,  then  did  she 
lea^e  with  the  spirife  of  hell  to  compas 
his  ruin.  Revenge  took  place  of  ambitioo, 
and  thy  husband's  father  was  the  victim!'' 

^'  Say  on !"  cried  Lionel^  nearly  ceasing 
to  breathe  in  the  intensity  of  hia  interest. 

*^The  blow  had  cut  him  to  the  heart, 
and  for  a  time,  his  reason  was  crudied 
beneath  its  weight*  Yet  'twas  but  for  an 
hour,  compared  to  the  eternity  a  man  is 
doomed  to  live  !  They  profited  by  the 
temporary  derangement,  and  when  his 
.wandering  faculties  were  lulled  to  quiet, 
he  found  himself  the  tenant  of  a  mad- 
tiouse,  where,  for  twenty  long  years,  wa» 
he  herded  with  the  defaced  images  of 
his  Maker  by  the  arts  of  the  base  widov 
of  John  Lechmere." 

^^  Can  this  be  true !  Can  this  be  true  T 
cried '  Lionel,  clasping  his  hands  wildly, 
and  springing  on  his  feet,  with  a  violence 
that  cast  the  tender  form  that  still  clong  to 
him;  aside,  like  a  worthless  toy — ^*  Can 
this  be  proved  ?  How  knowest  thou  the^ 
•facU  ?" 

The  calm,  but  melancholy  smile   thai 
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was  wont  to  light  the  wan  features  of  the 
old  man,  when  he  alluded  to  his  own  exist* 
ence,  was  once  more  visible,  as  he  an- 
swered— 

^^  There  is  but  little  hid  from  the  know- 
ledge acquired  by  length  of  days ;  besides, 
have  I  not  secret  means  of  intelligence 
that  are  unknown  to  thee  !  Remember 
what,  in  our  frequent  interviews,  I  have 
revealed  ;  recall  the  death-bed  scene  of 
Priscilla  Lechmere,  and  ask  thyself  if  there 
be  not  truth  in  thy  aged  friend !" 

^^  Give  me  all !  hold  not  back  a  tittle  of 
thy  accursed  tale  —  give  me  all — or  take 
back  each  syllable  thou  hast  uttered." 

*'  Thou  shalt  have  all  thou  askest,  Lio- 
nel Lincoln,  and  more,"  returned  Ralph, 
throwing  into  his  manner  and  voice  its 
utmost  powers  of  solemnity  and  persua- 
sion— *•  provided  thou  wilt  swear  eternal 
.  hatred  to  that  country  and  those  laws,  by 
which  an  innocent  and  unoffending  man 
can  be  levelled  with  the  beasts  of  the  field, 
dnd  be  made  to  rave  even  at  his  Maker, 
in  the  bitterness  of  his  sufferings." 

^^  More  than  that — ten  thousand  times 
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more  than  that  will  I  swear — I  wffl  laagne 
with  this  rebellion — " 

^^  Lionel,  Lionel — what  is't  you   doT 
interrupted  the  heart  stricken  Cecil. 

But  her  voice  was  stilled  by  lood  and 
busy  cries,  which  broke  out  of  the  village, 
above  the  hum  of  revelry,  and  was  instiBt- 
ly  succeeded  by  the  trampling  of  footsteps, 
as  men  rushed  over  the  frozen  ground, 
apparently  by  hundreds,  and  with  head- 
long rapidity.  Ralph,  who  was  not  Icsi 
quick  to  bear  these  sounds  than  the  timid 
bride,  glided  from  the  grave,  and  ap- 
proached the  highway,  whither  be  was 
slowly  followed  by  his  companions ;  lAaod 
utterly  indifferent  whether  he  proeeeded, 
and  Cecil  trembling  in  every  limb,  with 
terror  for  the  safety  of  him  who  so  little 
regarded  his  own  danger. 

^  They  are  abroad,  and  think  to  find 
an  enemy,"  said  the  old  man,  raising^  bb 
hand  with  a  gesture  to  command  atten- 
tion  ;  '*  but  he  has  swc»ii  to  join  their  aten- 
dards,  and  gladly  will  they  receive  an  j  of 
his  name  and  family  !" 

*<  No,  no — he  has  i^edired  Umself  to  no 


dijihoiip\iry " !  ori^d  Cecil — ^'Fly,  LwoqIq, 
while  you  are  free^  and  leave  .me  tp  lOQ^ 
tbo  purwera — ^they  will  respec^  my.  weak- 
ness." 

Fortunately  the  .allusion  to  herself 
awakened  Lionel  from  the  dUU  forgetftil«- 
n^sia  into  whioh  his  faculties  had  fallen*. 
Bopircling  her  slight  figure  with  his  aarm, 
he  turned  swiftly  from  the  spot,  sayings 
as  he  urged  her  forward — 

^^  Old  man,  when  this  precious  charge 
is  in  safety,  thy  truth  or  falsehood  shall  be 
proved." 

But  Ralph,  whose  unincumbered  person, 
and  iron  frame,  which  seemed  to  mock 
the  ravages  of  time,  gave  a  vast  supe- 
rtority  over  the  impeded  progress  of  the 
other,  moved  swiftly  ahead,  waving  his 
hand  on  high,  as  if  to  indicate  his  inten- 
tion to  join  in  the  flight,  while  he  led  the 
Meay  into  the  fields  adjacent  to  the  church- 
yard  they  bad  quitted. 

The  noise  of  the  pursuers  soon  became 
more  distinct,  and  in  the  intervals  of  the 
distant  cannonade,  the  cries  and  directions 
o£  tlK^se  twho  conducted  the  chiise  were 
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diakinctly  audible.  Notwithstanding  the 
vigorous  arm  of  her  supporter,  Ceeil  wai 
soon  sensibl  j  that  her  delicate  fraiM  wai 
unequal  to  continue  the  exertions  neeeawry 
to  insure  their  safety.  They  had  entered 
another  road,  which  lay  at  no  great  dis- 
tance from  the  first,  when  she  paused,  anl 
reluctantly  declared  her  inability  to  pro- 
ceed. 

^^  Then,  here  will  we  await  our  captcrs," 
said  Lionel,  with  forced  compasure  — "  let 
the  rebek  beware  how  they  abuse  their 
slight  advantage!" 

The  words  were  scarcely  uttered,  when 
a  cart,  drawn  by  a  double  team,  turned  an 
angle  in  the  highway,  near  them,  and  its 
driver  appeared  within  a  few  feet  of  the 
spot  where  they  stood.      He  was  a  man 
far  advanced  in  years,   but  still  wielded 
his  long  goad  with  a  dexterity  which  had 
been  imparted  by  the  practice  <yf  more 
than  half  a  century.    The  sight  of  this 
man,  alone,  and  removed  froin  immediate 
aid,  suggested  a   desperate    thouglit    ibr 
sdf^preservation  to  Lionel.      Quitting  the 
side  of  his  exhausted  companion,  be  ad- 
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vanced  upon  hioi  with  an  air  so  fierce  that 
it  might  have  created  alarm  in  one  who 
had  the  stnalleat  reason  to  apprehend. any 
danger. 

**  Whither  go  you  with  that  cart," 
sternly  demanded  the  young  man,  on  the 
instant. 

'^  To  the  point/'  was  the  ready  answer  ; 
^*  yes,  yes — old  and  young— big  and  little 
— ^men  an  creatures — four  wheels  and  two 
wheels-— every  thing  goes  to  .the  point  to- 
night, as  you  can  guess,  fri'nd  I    Why," 
he   continued,    dropping   one  end  of  his 
groad    on    the    ground,    and    supporting 
himiielf  by  grasping  it  with  both  his  hands 
— ''  I  was  eighty-three  the  fourteenth  of 
the  last  March,  and  I  hope,  God  willing, 
that  when  the  next  birth-day  comes,  there 
wont  be  a  red  coat  left  in  the  town  of 
Boston.     To  my  notion,  friend,  they  have 
held  the  place  long  enough,  and  it's  time 
to  quit.     My  boys  are  in  the  camp,  soldier- 
ing'a  tiirn — the  old  woman  has  been  as  busy 
aa  a  bee,  sin'  sun  down,  helping  me  load-up 
M^hat  you  see,  and  I  am  carrying  it  over 
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to-Dorebester^  and   not  a    fartbing  -  skdl 
it  ever  cost  the  Congress!" 

'  ^^  And  yoa  are  going  to  Dorehoster- 
neck  with  your  bundles  of  hay!'^  sud 
Lionel,  eyeing  both  him  and  bis  paadog 
teani)  in  hesitation  whether  to  attempt 
violence  on  one  so  infirm  and  helpless.  ^ 

^^  Anan !  you  must  speak  up,  wJdier- 
feshion,  as  you  did  at  first,  for  I  am  a  little 
deaf  !*'  returned  the  carter.  **  Yes,  yes, 
they  spared  me  in  the  press,  for  tbey  said 
I  had  done  enough ;  but  I  say  a  man  has 
never  done  enough  for  his  own  country, 
when  any  thing  is  left  to  be  done.  I'm 
told  they  are  carrying  over  fashines,  as 
they  call  'em,  and  pressed-hay,  for  their 
forts. — As  hay  is  more  in  my  fashion  tban 
any  other  fashion,  I've  bundled  up  a  stout 
pile  on't  here,  and  if  that  wont  do,  wby, 
let  Washington  come ;  he  is  welcome  to 
the  barn,  stacks  and  all !" 

'*  While  you  are  so  liberal  to  the  Con- 
gress, can  you  help  a  female  in  distress^ 
who  would  wish  to  go  in  the  directioii  of 
your  route,  but  is  too  feeble  to  walk?** 
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"  With  all  my  heart/'  said  the  other, 
turning  round  in  quest  of  her  whom  he 
was  desired  to  assist — *^  I  hope  she  is  handy ; 
for  the  night  wears  on,  and  I  shouldn't  like 
to  hare  the  English  send  a  bullet  at  our 
people  on  Dorchester  hills,  before  any  hay 
gets  there  to  help  stop  it." 

'^  She  shall  not  detain  you  an  instant,' ' 
said  Lionel,  springing  to  the  place  where 
Cecil  stood,  partly  concealed  by  the  fence, 
and  supporting  her  to  the  side  of  the  rude 
vehicle — "  you  shall  be  amply  rewarded 
for  this  service.*'     ^ 

*^  Reward !  Perhaps  she  is  the  wife  or 
daughter  of  a  soldier,  in  which  case  she 
should  be  drawn  in  her  coach  and  four,  in- 
stead  of  a  cart  and  double  team." 

^*  Yes,  yes— you  are  right,  she  is  both — 
the  wife  of  one  and  the  daughter  of  an- 
other soldier." 

^^  Ay !  God  bless  her !  I  warrant  me  old 
Put  was  more  than  half-right,  when  he 
said  the  women  would  stop  the  two  ridge- 
ments^  that  the  proud  parliamenter  boasted 
could  march  through  the  colonies,   from 
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Hftmpsbire  to  G^orgi' — weU  fri'nds^  are  ye 
situated  V* 

^^  Perfectly,"  eMud  Lionel,  ^ho  had  been 
prepaying    seats    for    himself  and 
among  the  bundles  of  hay,  and 
his  companion  into  her  place  during  the 
dialogue — ^^  we  will  detain  yoa  no  longer/* 

The  carter,  who  was  no  les  than  the 
owner  of  a  hundred  acres  of  g^ood  land  in 
the  vicinity,  signified  his  readiness,  aad 
sweeping  through  the  air  with  his  goad,  he 
brought  his  cattle  to  the  ^proper  directioD, 
and  slowly  moved  on.  During  this  har- 
ried scene,  Ralph  had  continued  hid  by 
the  shadows  of  the  fence.  When  the  cati 
proceeded,  he  waved  his  hand,  and  gliding 
across  the  road,  was  soon  lost  to  the  eye  in 
the  misty  distance,  with  which  his  gray  appa- 
rel  blended,  like  a  spectre  vanishing  in  air. 

In  themeantimethepursuershadnotbeen 
idle.  Voices  were  heard  in  diflbrent  diree- 
tions,  and  dim  forms  were  to  be  seen  mslinig 
through  the  fields,  by  the  aid  of  the  decep- 
tive light  of  the  moon.  To  add  to  theenabar* 
rassment  of  their  situation,  Lionel  fomid^ 


when  too  late^lbat  the  route  toDprefaester  lay 
directly  through  the  village  of  Cambridge* 
When  he  perceived  they  were  approach* 
ing  the  streets,  he  would  have  left  the  cart, 
had  not  the  experiment  been  too  danger- 
ous, in  the  midat  of  the  disturbed  soldiery, 
who  now  flew  by  on  every  side  of  them. 
In  such  a  strait,  his  safest  course  was  to 
continue  motionless  and  silent,  secreting 
his  own  form,  and  that  of  Cecil,  as  much  as 
possible,  among  the  bundles  of  hay.  Con- 
trary to  all  the  just  expectations  which  the 
impatient  patriotism  of  the  old  yeoman 
had  excited,^  instead  of  driving  steadily 
through  the  place,  he  turned  his  cattle  a 
little  from  the  direct  route,  and  stopped 
in  front  of  the  very  inn,  where  Cecil  had, 
so  lately,  been  conducted  by  her  guide  from 
the  point. 

Here  the  same  noisy  and  thoughtless 
revelry  existed  as  before.  The  arrival  of 
such  an  equipage,  at  once  drew  a  crowd  to 
the  spot,  and  the  uneasy  pair  on  the  top  of 
the  load  became  unwilling  listeners  to  the 
conversation. 

"  What,  old  one,  hard  at  it  for  Con- 
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gress !"  cried  a  man,  approaching  with  a 
mug  in  hia  hand ;  ^*  come  wet  your  throat, 
my  venerable  father  of  Liberty,  for  you 
are  too  old  to  be  a  son  !'' 

"  Yes,  yes/'  answered  the  exalting  far- 
mer, ^^  I  am  father  and  son,  too ;  I  have 
four  boys  in  camp,  and  seven  grand'uns,  in 
the  bargain ;  and  that  would  be  eleven 
good  triggers  in  one  family,  if  five  good 
muskets  had  so  many  locks — bot  tbe 
youngest  men  have  got  a  duckin-gon,  aod 
a  double  barrel  atween  them,  howsomever ; 
and  Aaron  the  boy,  carries  as  good  a 
horse-pistol,  I  calculate,  as  any  there  is 
going  in  the  Bay  !  But  what  an  aneasy 
time  you  have  on't  to-night!  There's 
more  powder  wasted  in  mocking  thunder, 
than  would  fight  old  Bunker  over  again, 
at  *  white  o'  the  eye'  distance  T 

*'*Tis  the  way  of  war,  old  man;  and 
we  want  to  keep  the  reg'lars  from  looking 
at  Dorchester." 

**  If  they  did,  they  couldn^t  see  far  to- 
night. But,  now  do  tell  me;  I  am  an 
old  man,  and  have  a  grain  of  cur'osity  in 
the  flesh  ;    my  woman    says  that  Howe 
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casts  out  his  carcases  at  you ;  which  I  hold 
to  he  an  irreligious  deception  ?" 
^  As  true  as  the  gospel." 
**  Well  there  is  no  calculating  on  the 
wastefulness  of  an  ungodly  spirit !"  said 
the  worthy  yeoman,  shaking  his  head — 
*^  I  could  believe  any  wickedness  of  hipi 
but  that !  as  cre'turs  must  be  getting  scarce 
in  the  town,  T  conclude  he  makes  use  of 
his  own  slain  ?" 

"  Certain,"  answered  the  soldier,  wink- 
ing at  his  companions — ^^  Breed's  hiil  has 
kept  him  in  ammunition  all  winter/' 

"  'Tis  awful,  awful !  to  see  a  fellow- 
cret'ur  flying  through  the  air,  after  the 
spirit  has  departed  to  judgment!  War  is 
a  dreadful  calling  ;  but  then  what  is  a 
man  without  liberty ! " 

**  Hark  ye,  old  gentleman,  talking  of 
flying,  have  you  seen  any  thing  of  two 
men  and  a  woman,  flying  up  the  road  as 
you  came  in  ?" 

**  Anan  !  I'am  a  little  hard  ©'hearing-— * 
women,  too  !  do  they  shoot  their  Jezebels 
into    our  cainp  !   There  is  no  wickedness 
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the  king's  ministers  wont  attempt  to  cir- 
cumvent our  weak  nature  !** 

^'Did  you  see  two  men  and  a  woman, 
running  away  as  you  came  down  the 
road  ?"  bawled  the  fellow  in  his  ear. 

"  Two !  did  you  say  two  f  asked  the 
yeoman,  turning  his  head  a  little  cm  one 
side^  in  an  attitude  of  sagacious  masing. 

**  Yes,  two  men/' 

**  No,  I  didn't  see  two.  Running  oat 
of  town,  did  you  say  ?" 

**  Ay,  running,  as  if  the  devil  was  after 
them/ 

"  No ;  I  didn't  see  two  ;  nor  any  body 
running  away — it's  a  slirtain  sign  c^  gtuH 
to  run  away — ^is  there  any  reward  oflferedT" 
said  the  old  man,  suddenly  intermptiBg 
himself,  and  again  communing  witb  hm 
own  thoughts. 

**  Not  yet — ^they've  just  escaped/" 

^^  The  surest  way  to  catch  a  thief  is  to 

offer  a  smart  reward — no — I  didnt  see 

two  men  — you    are   sartain    there    was 

two?" 

'  **  Push  on  with  that  oart  I    drive  on. 
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drive  on/'  cried  a  mounted  officer  of  the 
(juarter-tnaster's    department^  who  came 
scouring  through  the  street^  at  that  mo* 
ment^  awakening  all  the  slumbering  ideas 
of  haste,  which  the  old  farmer  had  suf- 
fered to  lie  dormant  so  long.     Once  more 
flourishing  his  goad,  he  put  his  team  in 
motion,  wishing  the  revellers  good  night 
as  he  proceeded.     It  was,  however,  long 
after  he  had  left  the  village,  and  crossed 
the   Charles,  before    he   ceased   to  make 
frequent  and  sudden  halts  in  the  highway, 
as  if  doubtful  whether  to  continue  his  route, 
or  to  return.     At  length  he  stopped  the 
oart,  and  clambering  up  on  the  hay,  he  took 
a  seat,  where  with  one  eye  he  could  regulate 
his  cattle,  and  with  the  other  examine  his 
companions.     This  investigation  continued 
another   hour,   neither   party  uttering   a 
syllable,  when    the    teamster    appeared 
satisfied  that  his  susj^icions  were  unjost, 
and  abandoned  them.     Perhaps  the  diff- 
cuities  of  the  road  assisted  in  dissipating 
hid  doubts,  for  as  they  proceeded,  return 
cart«  were  met  at  every  few  rods^  ren« 
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dering  bis  undivided  attention  to  his  Ofwn 
team  indiJspeDsable. 

•  Lionel,  whose  gloomy  thoughts  ^mI 
been*  chased  from  his  mind  by  the  constant 
excitement  of  the  foregoing  scenes,  now 
felt  relieved  from  any  immediate  appre* 
hehsions.  He  whnpered  his  soothing  hopes 
of  a  final  escape  to  Cecil,  and  folding  ber 
in  his  coat,  to  shield  her  from  the  nigfat- 
air,  he  was  pleased  to  find,  ere  long,  by 
her  gentle  breathing,  that,  overcome  k; 
fatigue>  she  was  slumbering  in  forgelfalnees 
on  his  bosom. 

Midnight  had  long  passed  when  they 
cante  in  sight  of  the  eminences  beyond 
Dorchester-neck.  Cecil  had  awoke,  and 
Lionel  was  already  devising  some  pfaw- 
siUe  excuse  for  quitting  the  cart,  withoot 
reviving  the  suspicions  of  the  teamster. 
At  length  a  favourable  spot  occurred,  where 
they  were  alone,  and  the  formation  of  the 
ground  was  adapted  to  such  a  purpose. 
Lionel  was  on  the  point  of  speaking,  when 
the  cattle  stopped,  and  Ralph  saddeniy 
appeared  in  the  highway  at  their  hesda. 
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^^  Make  room,  friend,  for  the  oxen," 
said  the  farmer — ^^  dumb  beasts  wont  pass 
in  the  face  of  man." 

"  Alight,"  said  Ralph,  seconding  his 
words  with  a  wide  sweep  of  his  arm 
towards  the  fields. 

Lionel  quickly  obeyed^  and  by  the  time 
the  driver  had  descended  also,  the  whole 
party  stood  together  ifi  the  road. 

'^  You  have  conferred  a  greater  obliga- 
tion than  you  are  aware  of,'^  said  Lionel  to 
the  driver.    "  Here  are  five  guineas." 

'^  For  what  ?  for  riding  on  a  load  of  hay 
a  few  milesj— no,  no— kindness  is  no  such 
boughten  article  in  the  Bay,  that  a  man 
need  pay  for  it!  but,  friend,  money  seems 
plenty  with  you,  for  these  difficult  days !'' 

>^  Then  thanks  a  thousand  times — I  can 
stay  to  offer  you  no  more." 

He  was  yet  speaking,  when,  obedient  to 
an  impatient  gesture  from  Ralph,  he  lifted 
Cecil  over  the  fence,  and  in  a  moment 
they  disappeared  from  the  eyes  of  the 
astonished  farmer. 

^'  Halloo,  friend,"  cried  the  worthy  advo- 
cate for  his  country,  running  after  them  as 


230  LIONEL   LIMCOLX. 

fast  as  old  age  would  allow — *^  were  ttme 
three  of  you,  when  I  took  ye  up  T' 

The    fugitives    heard    the  call  of  the 
simple  and  garrulous  old  man,  but^  as  will 
easily  be  imagined,  did  notdeem  it  prudent 
to  stop  and  discuss  the  poiat  in  qoeatieB 
between  thenii;.     Before  they  had  gone&r, 
the  furibus  cry  of,   ^'  take  care  of  thst 
team !"  with  the  rattling  of  wheels,  an- 
nounced that  their  pursuer  was  recalled  to 
his  duty,  by  an  arrival  of  empty  waggons ; 
and  before'  the  distance  rendered  sounds 
unintelligible,  they  heard  the  noisy  expla- 
nation, which    their  late  companion  was 
giving  to  the  others,  of  the  whole  trans- 
action.    They  were  not,  however,  par- 
sued;  the  teamsters  having  more  presing 
objects  in    view    than   the  detection  of 
thieves,  or  even  of  pocketing  a  reward. 

Ralph  led  his  companions,  after  a  brief 
explanation,  by  a  long  and  circuitons  p«tli, 
to  the  shores  of  the  bay.  Here  they  foitnd, 
bid  in  the  rushes  of  a  shalbw  inlet,  a  amall 
boat,  that  Lionel  recogniased  as  tlie  Uttie 
vessel  in  which  Job  Pray  was  wont  to 
pursue  his  usual  avocation  of  a  fishemwD. 
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Entering  it  without  delay,  he  seized  the- 
oars,  and  aided  by  a  flowing  tide,  he  in- 
dustriously urged  it  towards  the  distant 
spires  of  Boston. 

The  parting  shades  of  the  night  were 
yet  struggling  with  the  advance  of  day, 
when  a  powerful  flash  of  light  illuminated 
the  hazy  horizon,  and  the  roar  of  cannon, 
which  had  ceased  towards  morning,  was 
again  heard.     But  this  time  the  sounds 
came  from   the  water,  and  a  cloud   rose 
above    the    smoking    harbour,    announc- 
ing  that  the  ships  were    again  enlisted 
in    the  contest.     This  sudden   cannonade 
induced  Lionel  to  steer  his  boat  between 
the    islands ;  for  the  castle,  and  southern 
batteries  of  the  town,  were  all  soon  united 
in  pouring  out  their  vengeance    on   the 
labourers,  who  still  occupied  the  heights  of 
Dorchester.     As  the  little  vessel  glided  by 
a  tall  frigate,  Cecil  saw  the  boy  who  had 
been  her  first  escort  in  the  wanderings  of 
the  preceding  night,  standing  on  its  taff- 
rail,    rubbing  his  eyes  with  wonder,  and 
staring  at  those  hills,  whose  possession  he 
had  prophesied  would  lead  to  such  bloody 
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results.  In  shorty  while .  he  laboured  at  tbe 
oars,  Lionel  witnessed  the  opening  scene 
of  Breed  s  acted  anew^  as  battery  after 
battery,  and  ship  after  ship,  brought  their 
guns  to  bear  on  the  hardy  countrymen 
who  had  once  more  '  hastened  a  crisis 
by  their  daring  enterprise.  Their  boat 
passed  unheeded, .  in  the  excitement  and 
bustl<^  of  the  moment,  and  the  mists  of  the 
morning  had  not  yet  dissipated,  when  it 
shot  by  the  wharves,  of  Boston,  and  turning 
into  the  narrow  entrance  of  the  town  dock, 
it  touched  the  land  near  the  warehoose, 
where  it  had  so  often  been  moored»  in  more 
peaceable  times,  by  its  simple  master. 


CHAPTER  X. 

**  Now  cracks  a  noble  heart '^^good-iiigbty 
"  Sweet  Prince/' 

Shakspeare, 

Lionel  assisted  Cecil  to  ascend  the  difiS- 
Gult  water-stairs,  and  still  attended  by  their 
ag'ed  companion,  they  soon  stood  on  the 
drawbridge  that  connected  the  piers  which 
formed  the  mouth  of  the  narrow  basin. 

**  Here  we  again  part,"  he  said,  address- 
ing himself  to  Ralph ;  ^^  at  another  op- 
portunity let  us  resume  your  melancholy 
tale." 

^^  None  so  fitting  as  the  present:  the 
time,  the  place,  and  the  state  of  the  town, 
are  all  favourable." 

Lionel  cast  his  eyes  around,  on  the  dull 
raisery  which  pervaded  the  neglected  area. 
A  few  half-dressed  soldiers  and  alarmed 
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townamen,  were  seen  by  the  gray  light  of 
the  morning,  rushing  across  the  square 
towards  the  point,  whence  the  sounds  ai 
cannon  proceeded.  In  the  hurry  of  the 
moment^  their  own  arrival  was  not  noted. 

"  The  place — the  time!'*  he  slowly  re- 
peated. 

^^  Ay,  both.  At  what  moment  can  the 
friend  of  liberty  pass  more  unheeded, 
amongst  these  miscreant  hirelings,  than 
nowi  when  fear  has  broken  their  slumbers. 
Yon  is  the  place,"  he  said,  pointing  to  the 
warehouse,  "  where  all  that  I  have  uttered 
will  find  its  confirmation." 

Major  Lincoln  communed  momentarily 
with  his  thoughts.  It  is  probable  that  in 
the  rapid  glances  of  his  mind,  he  traced  the 
mysterious  connexion  between  the  abject 
tenant  of  the  adjacent  building,  and  the 
deceased  grandmother  of  his  bride, 
active  agency  in  producing  the 
of  his  family  had  now  been  openly 
knowledged.  It  was  soon  apparent  that 
he  wavered  in  his  purpose,  nor  was  he  dow 
to  declare  it. 
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"  I  will  attend  you^"  he  said ;  ^'  for  who 
can  say  what  the  hardihood  of  the  rebels 
may  next  attempt,  and  future  oocssions 
may  be  wanting.  I  will  first  see  this  gentle 
charge  of  mine — " 

^*  Lincoln,  I  cannot — must  not  leave 
you,"  interrupted  Cecil,  with  earnest  fer- 
vour—"  go,  listen,  and  learn  all;  surely 
there  can  be  nothing  that  a  wife  may  not 
know!*' 

Without  waiting  for  further  objection, 
Ralph  made  a  hurried  gesture  of  compli- 
ance, and  turning,  he  led  the  way,  with 
his  usual,  swift  footsteps,  into  the  low  and 
dark  tenement  of  Abigail  Pray.  The 
commotion  of  the  town  had  not  yet  reached 
this  despised  and  neglected  building,  which 
was  even  more  than  ordinarily  gloomy  and 
stilL  As  they  picked  their  way,  however, 
among  the  scattered  hemp,  across  the  scene 
of  the  preceding  night's  riot,  a  few  stifled 
groans  proceeded  from  one  of  the  towers, 
and  directed  them  where  to  seek  its  abused 
and  suffering  inmates.  On  opening  the 
door  of  this  little  apartment,  not  only 
Lionel  and  Cecil  paused,  but  even  the  im- 
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movable  old  man,  appeared  to  hesitate,  in 
wonder. 

The  heart-stricken  mother  of  the  simple- 
ton  was  seated  on  her  humble  stool,  busied 
in    repairing    some   mean   and   worthless 
garments  which  had,  seemingly,  been  ex- 
posed to  the  wasteful  carelessness  of  ber 
reckless  child.     But  while  her  fingers  per- 
formed their   functions  with   mechanieid 
skill,  her  contracted  brow,  working  miLscles, 
and  hard,  dry  eyes,  betrayed  the  force  of 
the  mental  suffering  that  she  struggled  to 
conceaL     Job  still  lay  stretched  on  his  ab- 
ject pallet,  though  his  breathing  was  loader 
and  more  laboured  than  when  we  last  left 
him,  while  his  sunken  features  indicated 
the  slow,  but  encroaching  advances  of  the 
disease.     Polwarth  was  seated  at  his  side, 
holding  a  pulse,  with  an  air   of  medical 
deliberation ;    and  attempting,  every  few 
moments,  to  confirm  his  hopes  or  feafs,  as 
each  preponderated  in  turn,  by  ezamining^ 
the 'glazed  eyes  of  the  subject  of  his  care. 
•    Upon  a  party  thus  occupied,  and  with 
feelings  so  much  engrossed,  even  the  sudden 
entrance  of  the  intruders  was  not  likelv  to 
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make  any  very  sensible  impression.     The 
languid    and    unmeaning    look    of    Job 
wandered  momentarily  towards  the  door, 
and  then  beeame  again  fixed  on  vacancy. 
A  gleam  of  joy  shot  into  the  honest  visage 
of  the  captain  when  he  first  beheld  Lionel^ 
acGonlpanied  by  Cecil,  but  it  was  instantly 
chased  away  by  the  settled  meaning  of  care 
which  had  gotten  the  mastery  of  his  usually 
contented  expression.     The  greatest  alter- 
ation was  produced  in  the  aspect  of  the 
woman,  who  bowed  her  head  to  her  bosom, 
with  a  universal  shudder  of  her  frame,  as 
Ralph  stood  unexpectedly  before  her.    But 
from  her  also,  the  sudden  emotion  ^passed 
speedily  away,  her  hands  resuming  their 
humble   occupation,   with  the   same   me- 
chanical and  involuntary  movements   as 
before. 

**  fixplain  this  scene  of  silent  sorrow ! " 
said  Lionel  to  his  friend — "  how  came  you 
in  this  haunt  of  wretchedness,  and  who  has 
harmed  the  lad  ?  " 

**  Your  question  conveys  its  own  answer, 
Major  Lincoln,"  returned  Polwarth,  with 
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u  manner  so  deliberate,  that  he  refused  te 
raise  his  steady  look  from  the  face  of  the 
sufferer — *^  I  am  here,  because  they  are 
wretched ! " 

"  The  motive  is  commendable!  bat 
what  aileth  the  youth  ?  " 

**  The  functions  of  nature  seem  sus- 
pended by  some  remarkable  calamity !  I 
found  him  suffering  from  inanitioD)  and 
notwithstanding  I  applied  as  hearty  aad 
nutritious  a  meal  as  the  strongest  man  ia 
the  garrison  could  require,  the  symptoms^ 
as  you  see,  are  strangely  threatening !  ^ 

^*  He  has  taken  the  contagion  of  the 
town,  and  you  have  fed  him,  when  his 
fever  was  at  the  highest !  ** 
.  <<  Is  small-pox  to  be  ccmsidered  more 
than  a  symptom,  when  a  man  has  the 
damnable  disease  of  starvation  !  go  to— go 
to,  Leo,  you  read  the  Latin  poets  so  moch 
at  the  schools,  that  no  leisure  is  left  to 
bestow  on  the  philosophy  of  nature.  There 
is  an  inward  monitor  that  teaches  ev^nv 

m 

child  the  remedy  for  hunger.'' 

Lionel  felt  no  disposition  to  conteDd 
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with  his  friend  on  a))oint  where  the  other's 
opinions  were  so  dogmatical,  but  taming 
to  the  woman,  he  said — 

'^  The  experience  of  a  professional  nurse 
should  have  taught  you,  at  least,  more 
care." 

^'  Can  experience  steel  a  mother  to  the 
yearnings  of  her  offspring  for  food  !  *'  re- 
turned the  forlorn  Abigail—"  no,  no — ^the 
ear  cannot  be  deaf  to  such  a  moaning,  and 
wisdom  is  as  folly  when  the  heart  bleeds.'' 
**  Lincoln,  you  chide  unkindly,"  said 
Cecil—"  let  us  rather  attempt  to  avert  the 
danger,  than  quarrel  with  its  cause." 

"  It  is  too  late — ^it  is  too  late,*'  returned 
the  disconsolate  mother ;  "  his  hours  are 
already  numbered,  and  Death  is  on  him. 
I  can  now  only  pray  that  God  will  lighten 
his  curse,  and  suffer  the  parting  spirit  to 
know  his  Almighty  power.*' 

'*  Throw  aside  these  worthless  rags/' 
said  Cecil,  gently  attempting  to  take  the 
clothes,  ^^nor  fatigue  yourself  longer,  at 
such  a  sacred  moment,  with  unnecessary 
labour." 

**  Young  lady,  you  little  know  a  mo- 


240  LlONEl*   LlK€:OL5. 

therms  longings ;  mAy  ^u  never  know  ber 
MrroWB  t  I  have  been  doing  for  the  child 
these  seven-and-twenty  years ;  rob  me  aot 
of*  the  pleasure,  now  that  so  little  reoiaiiii 
to  be  done." 

^  '*  Is  he  then  so  old ! "  exclaimed  Lionel, 
in  surprise. 

^'  Old  as  he  is,  'tis  young  for  a  ebild  to 
die  !  He  wants  the  look  of  reason  ;  heaTen 
in  its  mercy  grant  that  he  may  be  fojiad 
to  have  a  face  of  innocence !  " 

Hitherto  Ralph  had  remained  where  he 
first  stood,,  as  if  riveted  to  the  floor,  with 
his  eyes  fastened  on  the  countenance  of  the 
sufferer.  He  now  turned  to  Lionel,  and 
in  a  voice  rendered  even  plaintive  by  his 
deep  emotion,  he  asked  the  simple  ques- 
tion— 

"  Will  he  die  ?  " 

"  I  fear  it'— that  look  is  not  easily  to  be 
mistaken." 

With  a  step  so  light  that  it  was  inaudi- 
ble, the  old  man  moved  to  the  bed,  and 
seated  himself  on  the  side,  opposite  to 
Polwarth.  Without  regarding  the  wan- 
dering look  of  the  captain,  he  war^  kis 


bamd  <ni  high,  «s  if  to  exhort  to  silea^, 
8ttd  then  gazing  oa  the  features  of  tbd 
sioky  with  Qfielanoholy  iDterest,  he  mid-*<- 

^*  Here,  then,  is  death  again  I  None  we 
so  young  as  to  be  unheeded  ;  'tis  only  the 
old  that  cannot  die.  Tell  me,  Job^  what 
seest  thou  in  the  visions  of  thy  mind — ihe 
unknown  places  of  the  damned,  or  the 
brightness  of  such  as  stf^nd  in  presence  of 
their  God?" 

At  the  well-known  sound  of  his  voice, 
the  glazed  eye  of  the  simpleton  lighted 
with  a  ray  of  reason,  and  was  turned  to- 
wards the  speaker,  once  more,  teeming 
with  a  look  of  meek  assumnce.  The  rat- 
tling in  bis  throat,  for  a  moment,  increased^ 
and  then  ceased  entirely ;  when  a  voice  so 
deep,  that  it  appeared  to  issue  from  the 
depths  of  his  chest,  was  heard,  saying — 

**  The  Lord  wont  harm  him  who  never 
harm'd  the  creatures  of  the  Lord  ?  " 

^'  £mperors  and  kings,  yea,  the  great  of 
the  earth,  might  envy  thee  thy  lot,  thou 
unknown  child  of  wretchedness ! "  returned 
Ralph — ^^  not  yet  thirty  years  of  probatioog 
a]»d  already  thou  throwest  aside  the  cl^y ! 
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'JJk^  ikw  did  I  grow  to  .muplKiDd^  avd 
1b»n  how  bard  iik  to  Jlive,;  l^t ;  JUbe  Uiee 
-I  oatinot  die  ! — Tell .  me,  boy,  ilort  thpti 
enjoy  the  freedom  of  the  ^rit^  or  btft 
thou  still  petio  and  pleiQjsiire.  in  the  fkA? 
Dost. 9ee  beyond  the  tomb,  and  trace  thy 
route  through  the  pathless  air,  or  is  aU  ;et 
hid  in  the  darkness  of  th^  g^ave  ?  '* 

'^  Job  is  going  where  tbe  Lord  has  bid 
his  reason^"  answered  the  same  hollaw 
voice  as  before;  "his  prayers  wont  be 
foolish  any  longer." 

^'  Pray^  then,  for  one  aged  and  forlora ; 
who  has  borne  the  burden  of  life  Hill  Death 
has  forgotten  him,  and  who  wearies  of  the 
things  of  earth,  where  all  is  treachery  and 
sin.  But  stay,  depart  not,  'till  thy  spirit 
can  bear  the  signs  of  repentance  from  yen 
sinful  woman,  into  the  regions  of  day/' 

Abigail  groaned  aloud  ;  her  hands  again 
refused  their  occupation,  and  her  head  once 
more  sunk  on  her  bosom  in  abject  mtserr. 
From  this  posture  of*eeIf-abasement  and 
grief,  the  woman  raised  herself  to  her  h^ 
and  putting  aside  the  careless  treaaesof 
dark  hair,  which,  though,  'here  and  there. 


ykitUfdl  '^ioas,  she  looked  al^tit ltei« "iHih 
b'fa^  so  liag^rd,  and  eyes  ii^  lull  bf 
"Tdiahihg',  that  the  common  attention  was 
ftistantiy  attracted  to  her  movements,' 

'  **Tfae  iMb  has  cotne,  and  neither  ftar 
nor  shame  shalMongen  tie  my  tongue/*  she 
said,  "The  hand  of  Providence  is  t6o 
nianife^  Irt  this  assemblage  around  the 
death-bed  6f  that  boy,  to  be  unheeded. 
Major  Lincoln^  in  that  stricken  and  helpless 
child,  you  see  one  who  shares  your  blood, 
though  he  has  ever  been  a  stranger  to  your 
happiness.     Job  is  your  brother ! " 

**  Grief  has  maddened  her ! "  exclaimed 
the  anxious  Cecil — -**  she  knows  not  what 
she  utters." 

^"Tis  true!"  said  the  calm  tones  of 
Ralph. 

*•  Listen,"  continued  Abigail ;  ^*  a  terri- 
ble witness,  sent  hither  by  heaven^  speaks 
to  attest  I  tell  no  lie.  The  secret  of  my 
transgression  is  known  to  him,  when  I  had 
thought  it  buried  in  the  affection  of  one 
only  who  owed  me  every  thing." 

^^  Woman ! ''  said  Lionel,  '^  in  attempting 
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1i»   Sditeehre.  ne,    you    det^ive    yoanfiK 

Thou^  a  voice  from  heaven  ahould  ^e- 

40ia9e::  tlm  tMth  of  Uiy  damnable  tale,  still 

would  I  deny  that  foul  object  being  tiw 

child,  of  my  beauteous  motberp" 

'    ^'  Foul  and  wreiohed  a3  you  see  him,  be 

is  the  oflJBpring  of  oae  not  leas  fair,  though 

far  less  fbrtunate^  than  thy  own  boasted 

parent,  proud  child  of  Prosperity !  Call  on 

heaven   as  thou  wilt,  with  that  blaspbe* 

mous  tongue,  he  is^  no  less  thy  brother^  aad 

the  elder  born." 

•  **  'Tis  true — 'tis  true — 'tis  most  solemnly 
a  truth !  ^'  repealed  the  unmoved  and  aged 
fetranger. 

"  It  eannot.be  !'"  cried  Cecil — ^*  Lincoln 
credit  them  not,  they  contradict  them- 
selves/' 

**  Out  of  thy  own  mouth  will  I  find  rea- 
sons to  convince  you,"  said  j\bigail. 
^'  Hast  thou  not  owned  the  influence  of 
the  son  at  the  altar  ?  Why  should  ont . 
mam^  Ignorant  and  youivg  as  I  was,  be  in- 
WDsible  to  the  soduptionsof  the  father«^ 

«<  The  child  is,  tfaw,  thiji^ !"  ^acIaiiiNMi 
Liamel,  once  mope  br^athiBg  witb  freedom 


— **  prcH^eed  with  thy  lale ;  yott  confide  it 
to  frienda  t^ 

**  Yes— yes,**  CFied  Abigail,  claajNag  her 
hands,  and  speaking  with  bitter  emphasis ; 
**  you  have  all  the  consolation  of  ]H*oving 
the^  difference  between  the  guilt  of  woman 
and  that  of  man  ?  Majo)r  Lincoln,  accursed 
and  polluted  as  you  see  me,  thy  own 
nratherwas  not.  more  innocent  and  fair,, 
when  my  youthful  beauty  caught  thy 
father's  eye.  He  was  great  and  powerful, 
and  I  unknown  and  frail — yon  miserable 
proof  of  our  transgression  did  not  appear, 
until  he  had  met  your  happier  mother !" 

**  Can  this  be  so  ?" 

**  The  holy  gospels  are  not  more  true  !'* 
murmured  Ralph. 

''  And  my  father  !  did  he — could  he 
desert  thee  in  thy  need  V* 

''  Shame  came  when  virtue  and  pride 
had  been  long  forgotten.  I  was  a  depend* 
ant  of  his  own  proud  race,  and  opportu- 
nities were  not  wanting  to  mark  his  wan- 
dering looks  and  growing  love  for  the 
chaste  Priscilla.  He  never  knew  my 
state.     Whife  I  was  stricken  to  the  earth 


pprityv ^bfi  TiQainpamdas  ^f f:o«ir>«lMiti^»  Jkii 
lengAb,  jrmij^fipi^  lHmi';'iU9^  ut^oevti^lli^ 
him,  I  received  his  newborn  heku|«0ai.|jk 
htaicb  of  hid;jedl^s  ^IiiiIh*  (!W1i4fr>«uBO|i|rKd 

thi^iighta.beaetink^  At  iimti  biKfieif  j^^ohwU. 
But).  pmiMih0)Qpd*  itfbeRven^.^^^y  ppMed 
aM^ay,  and  I  was  spared<t^#)n  of  mordtr  i^ 
' 'f  ( Murder  !"•  w.:  -^  '  ?  • 
''  £yen  ^f  lOBrden .  Ywk  know  not  tli» 
desperate  thoughts  the  wretched  harboor 
fpr  relief!  JSutc^it^rtiiAity^Yrv  not  lopg 
waniifig,  and  J  moje^  ^he,  wppeiptyiiy, 
helli»h  pleasure  .of  tlivefftif*  YyOifr  fisher 
went  in  qms^  of.  \^^.  ^ghts>  apil .  diaeme 
attacked  his  beloi(e4  wife-  Yes,  £(^lM|d. 
unseemly  as  is  my.  w^et^hed  i^t^iUk  the 
beauty  of  thy  mofh^jr  wa^  cha«0p4  ip.f^ 
look  still  more  bidepiif  I  $ufli;af  Jioht^qm 
aeom9,.  was  the  iiuiire4  v^^^fip^n  ^vm  hff/r 

jpmwt  pni  ,bow  J^fpne  Uy?  w4l .!",.,,  . 
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hcsfttiMk^i/tUat^'ftir  pi  ^iaotoeot,!  the'  Hsted^ri  < 
bdtimBd^t^wm  the*  parting  struggle  of  tiia' 
BpMt  of  h»r  sOD/ahd  «be  sunk,  faelplesily^  ( 
ii%(bib0r<seat,  agam^wno^aUng  herfedtnces 

'^fnjufed  woman  P  slowly  repeatodr. 
Ralph;  w4th  thid  ftiost  tanntifig  i^ontempt 
Hi  bill  acMdts^^^  v^hat  punishnent  <ioes 
not  ^  wanton  merit  V^ 

"  Ay,  injured !"  cried  the  awakened 
jioi]i-i<«  my  life  on  if.,  thy  tale,  at  least,  is 
false.^' 

The  old  man  was  silent,  bat  his  lips 
moved  rapidly,  as  if  he  mattered  an  inere* 
dulbus  reply  to  himself,  while  a  scornful 
§siiite  casts  its  bright  and  peculiar  meaning 
ai^Htes'the  wasted  lineaments  of  his  face. 
^*'  I  kudw  liot  what  you  may  have  heard 
frobi  others,*^  continued  Abigail,  speaking 
«o  low  that  her  words  were  nearly  lost  in 
the  dfficult  and  measured  breathing  of 
Jeh — *'  but  I  call  heaven  to  witness  that 
you,  now,  shall  hear  no  lie.  The  laws  of 
tAi  pi^iyvinee  commanded  that  the  victims 
of  the  foul  distemper  shouhi  be  kept  apart^ 
inttTytiuf  ^indther  WHii{)liice4  M^  the  aitiey 


8til  lest  tbm  L" 

*  '^Jint   Providence !   jou    did   na  t»< 

Iraee  T 

*^  The  disease  spaced  us  socfa  a  ciiiBe. 
flfaediedb  inr  hw  iieNi^^.deibnnrty,  wfaih  I 
Mimaned  a  loofem--J6n  tf  ncut  id  tbi  IimbIj 
^ny  innooettoe,  still  fvee,  fronv  the  wither- 
ing touch  of  scorn  and  ifrast.  Yee,  I 
found  a  nnfiid,  bat  fiettermg  oonvolatioii 
in  that  thought  1  Vain,  weak,  and  foolhb 
as  I  had  been,  never  did  I  regard  mj  own 
fresh  beauty,  with  h^f  the  inward  pleasore 
that  I  looked  apon  the  foulness  of  mj 
rival.  Your  aunt,  too — she  was  not 
iX^ithout  the  inst^ations  of  the  worker  of 
sMchief." 

'^  Speech  only  of  my  mother,"  inter- 
neifpted  the  impatient  Liemel — *^  of  my 
aont,  I  already  know  the  whole." 

^'  Unmoved  and  calculating  aa  she  was, 
how  Httle  did  she  understand  good  frea 
evil !  S:ie  even  thought  to  crack  the  heart 
^ngs,  and  render  whole,  by  her  weak 
idveniioiis,  that  which  the  power  of  God 
coaid  only  create.     The  gentle  spirit  of 
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ii^  m^tim  ted  ImtMy  d^pbrt^^l  Wifwei^ 
vile  plot  was    hatched  fo;  dbHttrdy   Urn 
Ipmiy  of:  Uer  fiime.    Bli»dad:;fQob^  that 
we  were !   She  thought  to  lead    by  her ' 
soothing  aH»r  Aided  hy  his  vwabded'ftffec*  ' 
tUHUkf  the  hwhand  to  the  feet  of  heffoim^ 
do«ghklevy  the  innooont  nother  at  ihw  mh^t ' 
stands  beside  thee ;  atid  I  wm  so  vain  aeTto  - 
hope,  that  in  time,  justice  and  my  'boy, 
nugbt  plead  with  the  father  and  sedueev,' 
and  raise  me  to  the  enAried  station  of  htr 
wham  I  hated." 

**  And  thia,£oul  calamay  you  repeated^ 
wiJLh  all  its  bawst  colouring,  to  my  abused 
fafcher  ?" 

<<  We  did — we  did }  yes,  God,  he  knows 
\^e  did !  and  when  he  hesitated  to  beUeve, 
I  took  the  holy  evangelists  aa  witnesses  of 
my.  truth !"        . 

'^  And  he,''  a^  I4ion0l,  nearly  choked 
hy  bis  emQtion$^^'  he  believed  it !" 

«<  Whpn.  he  heard  the  solemn  oath  of 
oojfy  whose  whole  guilt  he  thought  lay 
ii^Jh^r.  weakness,  tOr  hiqiself>  h^.  did,  As 
yffSt^jiB^m^  to  hi^ » tw^ihljd  :  d/epuiHiiaitions^ 
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mcoeeded.  But  howJittle  dMaW^kmm* 
tlMiiliftmicfe  i>9bvlaflni?rotftedqpMrtiMMBd 
iteMDg)  iucliiialioii  k  IVhoibMrliit^^lKMigkiftT 

deceive^  was  maddened-P!  ?i^  h 

^  When  iMr(*v»iedic6aaad|i8OfpiB0ib|iMa 

sUttfto^  reined  im  tkb  fkL^^ik^titb*  ^rmr 

handy  and  ewn  lowAifrittiit^  fl£  jllM/e|(tftll^ 
town  few6pt:b]^1ike't^2lr]tj|peQt»g|la|the 

wind*  Job  BHdddnljrricbMi^^to  rbifvplli^^  a» 
though  his  spirit  had  only  lingered^tOi.iMiir 
the  confession  of  his  fncfthw^and  PlE||iMith 
dropped  the  am  bf  the  tdead  siwpWtott^ 
imeoDscioiui  of  ihe  iatQTest:  h«,i  hadi  se 
ktely  taken  in  hif  fbte«  In  .the .  mide^ .  oC- 
this  death Jike- stillness,  the  old  man  atele 
from  the  efide  of  the  body^  and  steed 
befwe  ihe  self^^Kxademned  Ahig^U  whoit. 
form  was  writhing  under  her  ment^. 
loigiiish.  Crouching  more  like,  a  tiger  Ahaft 
a  man,  he  sprang  upon  her,  with  a  cry^se 


'  ♦  . .    1  / 


uufEv  Aiiicoiiji;  tSSi 

sMldek^f  «o^  wild^'  mlAf  hsmid;  that  it  08U4^4 
aMMiWMiiri  iite  faeariog  to  shtekkyr  v^ifch: 
iifiltftlitdt^ttii*'  •      ' 

l>MB(ddati^r  he  ghoiit0d,  ^  1  have  Uiee. 
«bi»t1''JtBi^iii^<hfCfaertibebodc2  ihehiemad. 

w^iri  '*  •  Ii#rt> fa«v  domiQ..  bm  perjured^  iou}^, 
in  impioiifl  oaths T^U^^  ^         ''    .         /       .» 

^  Mohrt^rt'  r^^ieaM  the  wosmoi  T'  ciied 
Libtle}>^dMmiciivgj||q  tile  assifttanee  of  the 
«i(iH]g^ihig  |>ti^it«n(;;  :^>tfaou,  too,  homty^ 
ti^aded  VFfipteh ,'  hdfli  dMei ved  tse  T' 

^  Lionel  !i  >  Lionel !"  shrinked  Caeil^ 
^^iftay  th€rt'unnatttral'  hand  I  jwt  raiise  it  on 
thv  fattier  V*  > 

lyiofydC  itagj^crad  back  to  the  wall, 
WhelV'h^  stdod  mbtionleasy  and  grasping 
fof  hredth.  *  Left,  to  work  his  own  frantic 
vKil,  the  maniae  would  speedily  have  ter^ 
fBinated  the  sorrows  of  the  wretched  wo« 
man,  had'  not  the  door  been  burst  open 
.^vith  a  crush,  and  the  stranger  who  was 
left  by  the  canning  of  the  madman,  in  the 
custody  of  the  Americans,  rushed  to  the 
FMcue. 

"  I  know  your  yell,  my  gentle  baronet !'' 


9^  usmw^  $J99mm9 

firM  lb«i|fr«M«A4«i^]Nir»i  Sat  mA  imti^lk 

mi^iiiw^  rwiwl»t  woiiW  hi^v0  gUlf  iMi  Mt 

^fijigdiqm   tA,  >l&jnedoiii|. ,  from   E«rope^  !• 
4a»eH«&ii  ta  be  ob^t^d  by  asknatM  T 

of  the  fellow,  how  deeply  he  rewatad  the 
4imger i)^. bf^l  jM  efm^d«:>»  Jbe  sppii^ 
lorwficd  tO:.Mizp  tbi%  tpw^nar*.     Bulpt 
^baodoned  ^.  hqld  ^bp  instant  Ibk  bfttiMt 
object  appeared,  and  he  darted  upon  %h^ 
hietfiA  of  fbe  other,  mhh  Ahe  wnlMnted 
fnry  thfit  a.UQP»  at  bay,  wi^uld  turn  Bpan 
its  foe.      The  struggle    was   fieroe    «m1 
cdMrf^inate.      Howae  pa(ths,.a«d  the  0ost 
savage  execratisDs  burst  froai.  the  i Aceosad 
keeper,  and  were  blended  with  the  wildait 
raving  of  madness  from  Baiph.     He  ex* 
eked  powers  of  the  maniac  at  length  pre- 
▼Mled^  and  his  antagonist  fell  under  their 
irresistible  impulas .  Quicker  timn  thoogiit, 
Ralph  was  seen  hovering  on  the  chest  of 
Us  victim^  while  he   grasped   i^  throat 
with  fingers  of  iron. 
'^  Vengeance  is  holy  I"  cried  the  manmc. 


MOl^ftli*  LlHCOt^*  %8i 


tfll  i^fe^  ilWQd>  itt  wiid  i!M>nfadkin  emUnS 
llfa  ^kMii^  eye^bolb ;  ^«  liTriiiiiiAd  Ukum^ 
mimiare  tti0  Word^  ofglofy!  Literty 
IB  the  Bbou«!  die^, 'dttwned  ^6)^}  die  4)ke 
tW  fi^ndr  m  'darkh^,  tod  '  liave '  fireedom 
toibe-air!"  -  -^  ;     '    ^'^  '  -^  *   ^  • 

By  a  iiigiity  Mdfibt^  'the  ^ra9t)iDg^itoaA 
ve^ecnted  bis  throat  a  little  firom  the  gr^pe 
tifM't)0ArIy  throttled  hlh)^  atrd  cried  with 
diffiecilty-^ 

"  For  ihe  lave  of  liettt^nly  jaatlee,  eonie 
to  tny  aid  !  wrH  yovl  see  ii  man  thus  mur* 
deved  ?'* 

But  be  addressed  himself  to  the  syrapa* 
tfaaes  of  the  Imtetiers  in  vain.  The  females 
bad  hid  their  faces,  in  niatural  horror  ;  the 
maimed  Polwarth  was  yet  without  bis 
artiiSoial  limb;  and  Lionel  still  looked 
upon  the  savage  fray  with  a  vacant  eye. 
At  this  moment  of  despair,  the  hand  of 
the  keeper  was  seen  plunging  with  vio- 
lence, into  the  side  of  Ralph,  who  sprang 
upon  his  feet  at  the  third  blow,  laughing 
immoderately,  but  with  sounds    so   wild 
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and  deep,  that  they  seemed  to  shake  bis 
inmast  souL  His  antagonist  profited  bj 
the  occasion,  and  darted  from  the  room 
with  the  headlong  precipitation  of  goflt. 

The  countenance  of  the  maniac,  as  be 
now  stood,  struggHa^<l]fe^b«b    life   and 
death,  changed  with  each  flffeiin^  impoba. 
The  blood  flowed  freely  if  omtbairoaiidf 
in  hk  side,  find  its;^r 'fatal    thfe  ebbed 
away,  a  ray  of  pas^iQg^r^iasQn  lighted  his  pal* 
Hid  and  ghastly  ftatoree^   His  inward  laogh 
entirely  ceased.      The    glaring    eye-balls 
bee^aie  stationwy ,  lEiQd  ii jsilooky  ^radaatty 
softening,  settled  on  thecappeUed  pair*  wha 
took  the  deepest  interest  ia  hk  welf{ive«    Ji 
calm  and  decent  expression  possessed  tbosa 
lineaments  wbidi:  had  just  exhibited  tiba 
deepest  marks  of  the  wrath  of  Grod.     Hia 
lips  moved  in  a  vain  effbrt  to  speak  ;  and 
stretching  forth   his  arms,  in  the  attitside 
of  benediction,  like   the  mysterious  diar 
dow  of  the  chapel,  be  fell  backward  4A 
the  body  of  the  lifeless  and  Icmg^negleolcd 
Job^  himself  perfectly  dead. 


,>  in  y*  \  I    A[*^K\\  i  4-t.»  ' 


f 


"^  1  rawan  figed  man  upon  ois  bier, 

*'  Cares  thfit  were  ended  and  forgotten  now. 
1  <«  Atl^  eiiere y^Jk^lh^ ioik^l afid  rices bOT^M, '      '  "'  ' 

ton  was  )wt  id  motion.  Tbe^  ^me  bustle,  the  * 
satne  activity,  theisatne  gatltot  bearing  in 
name^  and  dread  n^luctance  in  others,  were 
exhibited,  as  on  the  morning  of  the  fight ' 
of  the  preceding  somraei*.     The  haughty 
temper  of  the  royal  commander  could  ill 
br^>ok  the  bold  enterprise  of  the  colonists ; 
xn<i^  at  an  early  hour,  orders  were  issued 
o  prepare  to  dislodge  them.     Every  gun  ' 
liat  could  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  hills 
vas  employed  to  molest  -  the  Ameritens,  - 
vho  calmly  continued  their  labours,  while 
hot  were  whistling  around  them  on  every 


2B^»  isW^f^  f4KfQf^r 


e]9»^rki)d^  ^4  joonf.qyed  to  the  castlew 
WMl)iog|;oiK  .9|)pearG4;  9^  the  heighU^  if^ 
person»  itB4  evief y  militvy  eyideno^  of  t^ 
int^ntioa  of  a  resolute  i^tack  on  one  pa^i, 
and  of  a  stoat  resistance  on  the  other^  be> 
came  apparent 

But  the  fatal  experience  of  Breed 'e  had 
taught  a  lesson  that  was  still  remembered. 
Tbe  same  leaders  were  to  be  the  principal 
actors  in4he  coming  scene,  and  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  use  the  remnants  of  the  veiy 
r^nents  which  had  bled  so  freely  on  the 
former  occasion.      The  half-trained  hus- 
bandmen of  the  colonies  were  no  longer  de- 
spised ;  and  the  bold  operations  of  the  past 
winter,  bad  taught  the  English  generals 
that,  as   subordination   increased   among 
their  foes^  their  moven^ento  were  conducted 
with  a  more  vigorous  direction  of  th^ 
numbers.    The  day  was  according]^*  wasted 
in  preparations.    Thousands  of  men  slept 
09  their  arms  that  nighty  in  eather  arii^;,  in 
the  .expe|(;tatiop  of  rising,  on  thp  foUpsf  jsig 
mprnfug^.to  be  l^d.to  the  field  of  ?l^Hg^^r* 

U  i«  not  improbabJle,  froi^.^j^e^ tiw4iiif« 


oftheli'moVemieiitsi  ^^' A  \krg&  tkjojM^ 
of  the  toy  al  forofes  aid  nbt  re^et  th^  pud^- 
videatial    ihterpdi&tiany    "wkich   oeVtaifily 
saved  them  torrents  of  blood,  and  not  im-«- 
probabty,  the  ignominy  of  a  defeat.    One 
of  the  sudden  temp^sti^  of  the  climate  aroia. 
in  the  darkness,  driving  before  it  mrti  and 
beasts,  to  seek  protection,  hi  their  imbeci- 
lity, from  the  itaofe  powerful  warring  of 
the  eletnents.     Th6  golden  moments  were 
lost ;    and,  after  enduring  so  many  pri- 
vations, and   expanding   so  many   lives, 
in  vain,   Hbwe  sirllenly  cbmmenced  his 
arrangements  to  abandon  at  own,  on  whieli 
the|BngIish  ministry  had,fm'years,  lavished 
thcfir  indignation,  with  all  the  acrimony, 
and,  as  it  now  seemed,  with  the  impo- 
tency  of  a  blind  revenge. 

To  carry  into  effect  this  sudden  and  ne- 
cessary determination,  was  not  the  work 
of  an  hoor.  As  it  was  the  desire  of  the 
Americans,  however,  to. receive  their  town 
back  agahi  as  little  injured  as  possible,  they 
forbore  |o  pu^h  the  advantage  they  pos- 
sessed, by  occupying  those  heights^  which, 
ia  a  great  measure,  commanded  the  an* 


1^^  tfo^^^  'iliKfcbLk:' 


r        , 


cidft^eV' ar^^^ll  a&  a  ne^  and  ViilherBM« 
fecfe'of  iBi  defehces  of  ihe '  kWgV  ahfiy. 
\W<iWH!ie  SeraBlance  df^ftbiliAitiw 'tr* 
mhintaitiea  'by'an  i)ri*e^|a^'iRhd*  tiiit^dt^at 
catlnoimiJe,  cK>ndii6ted^  4v!irtr  «i  ^  Mtlle  "ifjfiM ' 
tal  tb  '^ekr  the  nppetitki^^-'  o^  behig-'fc*' 
te&d'6d  only  tio  itoiUlib,^'oi»e'  ^ld<l  was  AH^ 
If^irtly  occapidd  fri'  ^fe^h]^  to  depM, 
arid  the  other  was'  pits^iVety  aii^aiting^  the 
moment  when  they  itfight  pe^ceiAly  r^ 
possess  thefr  own.  -^  It  iiir  tmnececsary  to 
remind  the  reader  timtrthe  ehtiM  (sominahtf  ** 
of  the  sea  by  the  British,  would  have  ren- 
dered any  serious  attempt  i6  arrest  tbeh^ 
movements,  perfectly  ftitHi*; 

In  this  mariner  a  week  vpn^'pas^s^,  Mtr 
the  tempest  had  ^hbt^d-^lhe  place  ek- 
hihitmgthroUg:hoi!kt  this  peHod^all  ihehMfrr 
and  bustle,  the  ]6y  and  distress,  that  ^eh 
an  finlooked  for  event  wiis  likely  to  creMte. 

Toward  the  close  of  one  of  those  fe^isy 
and  stirring  days,  a  short  fhneral  traita  Was 
seen  i^iiuhn^  fi^6m  a  boifding  which  listd 
hMg  Bfee^  ktioWn^  ifee  r«/sidenc^  of  tee 
orih^''^^udMC'fariiHieiHli  the 'fr»Virii^. 


wi^l^j the,  * .<JO«ra|:>t ' ,.(jleer ..of  X^iaoQln,,  qa-.; 
cirf^dby  tbte  fSQ^l  iseine^to3  q$\mqttf9ff/ 
litXf.iRn4.bq^rjxig..t^ie  rare.symbfll  of  t% 
"  b^9Qd7tl^4rr-r-TJ;tiK  emWem  of  iie^idd^i 
gri&fy.  which  wa^.  never  adopted  in  tfie 
prpvnnoea,  eKQ^pt  ^t  the  death  of  ope*  cf 
high  iai{)ortaii(;ef^,>a.^stoin  that  has  long* 
sinqf  dis^peared  wit)i « the  usages  of  tha 
iiioQarchy>  had  oaug|;kt  tha  eyes  of  a  few 
idle  boys,  who  alone  were  sufficieotly  un-  ' 
•o^opied,  at  that  pref^siug  moment,  to  note 
its  e^hibitioii.    With  the  addition  of  these 
truant  urchin?!  the  melancholy  proce«ion  * 
took  its  way  towavd    the  neighbouring, 
oburch-j^ard  pf  tlv^  king's  chapel. 

^he  lar^e  bier  ^as  covered  by  a  pall  so 
a.capl,e  that  H  swept  the  stones  of  the  thresh- 
olfl)  ^hile. entering  into  the.  body  of  the 
oh^ch*  Here  it  was  met  by  the  divine 
we.jb^ye  had  occasion  to  mention,  more 
tbaij.  f?nce,  who  gazed  with  a  look  of. 
?tf-f^f^g?f  Jnferes*,  a^  the  isoUtary  an4  yx>utjbk. 
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ihk  ftttendimtB  slowly  tndved  deeper  into 
the  Sftdred  edfiBce.  Next  to  the  yoao^ 
OMiiiy  Cfeidie  the'  well  known  persons  of  the 
Briti^ib  ieommatider-in-cbief,  and  of  his 
qnidk-wi tied  and  favoarite  lieutenant.  Be* 
tween  them^  walked  an  offieer  of  mferiw 
rank,  who,  notwkhstandmg  hia  maimtd 
ocmdition,  had  been  able,  by  the  delibera- 
tkvi  of  the  march,  to  beguile  the  ean  of 
hiB  companions,  to  the  very  nuHnent  of 
meeting  the  clergyman,  with  some  tale  of 
no  little  interest^  and  great  apparent  mj^ 
iery.  The  remainder  of  the  train,  which 
CMffisi^ed  only  of  the  family  of  the  two 
generahi,  and  a  few  menials  came  last,  if 
we  except  the  idlers,  who  stole' curioosly 
in  their  footsteps. 

When  the  service  was  ended,  the  same 
private  commantcation  was  resanied  he* 
tween  the  two  chieftains,  and  their  eom- 
pattioo,  and  continued  until  they  arrived 
est  the  open  vault,  in  a  distant  comer  of 
the  enclosure.  Here  the  low  eonvefsatim 
ended,  and  the  eye  of  Howe,  which  had 
hitherto  been  riveted  in  deep  attention  on 
the  speaker,  began  to  wfthder  in  ibe  dirrc* 
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tion.  of  the  daugerousi  hilU  ocoMpied  hy  hm 
enemies.'  Th/s  .  interruption  Beejmed  to 
hsLye  broken,  the  cj^i^rm  of  the  aecreicoi^ 
versation,  and  the  anxioua  countenances  of 
both  the  leaders  betrayed. how  soon  their 
thoiights  had  wandered  from  a  tale  of  great 
private  diatreas,  to  their  own  heavier 
cares,  and  duties. 

The  bier  was  placed  before  the  opening, 

<aul  Ihp  assistants  of  the  sexton  advanced 

to  perform  their  ojQice,.     When  the  pall 

livaa  jrepaoved,  to  the  evident  amazement  of 

most  of  the  spectators,  two  coffins  were 

exposed  to  view*    One  was  clothed  in  black 

velvet,  studded  with  silver  nails,  and  orna- 

niented  after  the  richest  fashions  of  human 

pride,  while  the  other  lay  in  the  simple 

nakedness  of  the  clopded  wood.     On  the 

breast  of  the  first  rose  a  heavy  silver  plate, 

bearing  a  lo9g  inscription,  and  decorated 

^vwiih  the  usual  devices  of  heraldry ;  and  on 

fche  latter^  were  simply  carved  on  the  lid, 

t.lie  two  initial  letters  J,  P. 

The.  impatient  looks  pf  the  EngUsh 
^c^fie^alsi  inlimf^ted  to  ,XXv,  Liturgy  the 
v&liiej  of  ^v^ry  nionguBwt,  ^nd  ,in  «J4W.  (am» 


6f  tlie  higb-(le^ceh(le(i  hian  of  weallt,  tod 
'bf 'hi^  nameless  companion^  were  lowerfd 
7iif6tlie  vault,  and  Ifeft  to 'decay,  indent 
cohtact,  S^th  that  of  the  woman  who,  m 
life,  had  been  so  severe  a  scourge  to  both. 
After  a!  hesitation  of  a  single  moment,  in 
deference    to    the    yobng    mourner,  the 
gentlemen    present,    perceiving   that  be 
manifested  a  wish  to  remain,  quitted  the 
place  in  a  body,  with  the  exception  of  the 
maimed  officer,  already  mentioned,  whom 
the  reader  has  at  once  recognised  to  he 
Polwarth.     When  the  man  had  replaced 
the  stone  above  the  mouth  of  the  vault, 
securing  it  by  a  stout  bar  of  iron,  and  i 
heavy  lock,  they  delivered  the  key  to  the 
principal  actor  in  the  scene.     He  receiTed 
it  in  silence,  and  dropping  gold  into  their 
hands,  motioned  to  them  to  depart. 

In  another  instant  a  careless  observer 
would  have  thought  that  Lionel  and  his 
friend  were  the  only  living  possesaors  of 
the  church^yard.  But  under  the  adjoininf 
wall,  partly  hid  from  observation  by  the 
numerous  head-stones,  was  the  form  of  a 


u'.oman,  bowed  to  tbe  earth«  ^bilo  ber 
fifCure.  was  concealed  by  therclpak  sbe.had 
gathered  shapelessly  about  her.  As  soon 
as.  the  gentlemen  perceived  they  were 
alon^y  they  slowly  advanced  to  the  side  of 
this  desolate  being. 

Their  approaching  footsteps  were  iK^t 
unheeded,  though,  instead  of  facing  those 
who  so  evidently  wished  to  address  ber, 
she  turned  to  the  wall,  and  began  to  trace, 
with  unconscious  fingers,  the  letters  of  a 
tablet  in  slate,  which  was  let  into  the  brick- 
work, to  mark  the  position  of  the  tomb  of 
the  Lechmeres* 

"  We  can  do  no  more,"  said  the  yo«i^ 
mourner — '^  all  now  rests  with  a  mightier 
hand  than  any  of  earth/' 

The  squalid  limb  that  was  thrust  from 
beneath  the  red  garment,  trembled,  but  it 
still  continued  its  unmeaning  employment. 
'^  Sir  Lionel  Lincoln  speaks  to  you/' 
said  Polwarth,  on  whose  arm  the  youthful 
baronet  leaned. 

**  Who ! "  shrieked  Abigail  Pray,  cast- 
ing* aside  her  covering,  and  baring  those 
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spmkMi  features,  on  which  misery  bud  aide 
ttrrj^le  additional  inroads,  within  a  few 
4ay8^^^  I  bad  forgotten— I  h|td  forgottes  i 
the  son  succeeds  the  fiitber;  but  tb 
nother  must  follow  her  child  to  the 
grave !  '* 

'^  He  is  honourably  interred  with  those 
of  his  bloody  and  by  the  side  of  one  who 
loved  his  simple  integrity ! '' 

**  Yes,  he  is  better  lodged  in  death  thui 
he  was  in  life !  Thank  God  I  be  can  never 
know  cold  or  hunger  more ! " 

'^  You  will  find  that  I  have  made  a 
provision  for  your  future  comfort,  and  I 
trust,  that  the  close  of  your  life  will  be 
happier  than  its  prime." 

'^  I  am  alone,"  said  the  woman,  hoarse]?. 
^'  The  old  will  avoid  me,  and  the  youog 
will  look  upon  me  in  scorn !  Perjury  and 
revenge  lie  heavy  on  my  soul ! " 

The  young  baronet  was  silent,  bat  Pol- 
warth  assumed  the  right  to  reply — 

^*  I  will  not  pretend  to  assert,'*  said  the 
worthy  captain,  ^*  that  these  are  not  both 
wicked  companions;  but  I  havenodoobt 


you  willfind  domewiiere  in  the  Bible,  a 

^suitable  consolation  for  each  pairticulair  of^ 

fence.  Let  me  recommend  to  you  a  hearty 

^iety  and  PU  answer  for  an  easy  conscience; 

r  never  knew  the  prescrijption  faiL   Lcrok 

about  you  ia  the  world— does  yonr  welU 

fed  villain  feel  remorse!   No;    it's  only 

^hen  his  stomach  is  empty  that  he  begins 

to  thinks  of  his  errors !  I  would  also  sugw 

gest  the  expediency  of  commencing  soon^ 

with  something  substantial,  as  you  shew^ 

altogether,  too  much  Ixme,  at  present,  for 

a  thriving  condition.     I  would  not  wish  to 

say  any  thing  distressing,  but  we  both  of 

as  may  remember  a  case  where  nourish* 

ment  came  to  late." 

^^  Yes,  yes,  it  came  too  late !"  murmured 
the  conscience-stricken  woman  —  "  all 
comes  too  late,  even  the  penitenee,  I 
fear!" 

*^  Say  not  so,"  observed  Lionel ;  ^  you 
do  outrage  to  the  promises  of  one  who 
never  spoke  false." 

Abigail  stole  a  fearful  glance  at  him, 
which  expressed  all  the  secret  terror  of 
her  soul,  as  she  half  whi^ered— » 
Tou.  iir.  n 
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}>i'^«Who:}\\eHheBs«4  i^  ^mI   of  'Milim 
XitobsMie  i  idid  1  her  tapiriit  pasi*  w  pmdb T 
i)ffiir  ,]iiaD#Ii  ligdiii,  jEBonanM  fttiilbiiiy 
atfadnt.  .'        ',  .  •  .    ^   '    t'r.y    /    '  -    -    •    i 
A^i""!  a»Qxl>^  itv'^BbcitcdkilMwM^^ 
iko&»  Httftb  be  finrgvltteii  ^a^«^iteflli4Md't 
3Vii  pbatveVHyttsd  icanflf  bm^^Odds  al4Md;*t« 

old:  rtrip  a  soul  lOte  4lw«o  nUcddn^Mj  Oo,^ 
die  Added^  beckotfinl^  t^MA  ^Wa]^  with 
enncstaesB — ^^ye.tkB^fimng^-wkA  l^mppyi 
^hy-^  skouU  ye  liiij^  iteair  i^ie'^fiimS 
Leave  me,  that  I  m&y"  jptay  aiubfigl  <kt 
'^tmafaa!  Ifaicf  thkligiOB]r<tffaK)OtliUfa^ 
moittOBt^  itfit pnigrer/'^   ir.  ,  •  .         .i  . 

lioael  dr<^p0d  <h9 'ke^(ke^lieMilift»' 
hatadtttt  hot  lMt>JAod  miA,  boforb  tekft 
.Bier."  » '  .'      V  •.  ■■  ."n'^iiw-.i  «•  .  !:   i'.»  -   -a- ^ 

^FtMH*  JPequest;  it  shosU  be  djpieii^iat 
.  fiiUim  iimey'ftf)  <;[dEoe  .you  ^by  ilie' 
-fimt  ntm^A'  ^The:  AMwm  of  thbae  viwv 
bi^fc'iii^.are-talread^ig&tlieMd  tbe»^ 

tb0iestMi^oii'^f^\vb^l^bo'^  b»tli# 
liHnqgdibite(to4eiib«'ti|riv  >b(Mf^     "Bdis^ 
and  may  heaven  forf;^i^  yoa,  ai  I  do.** 


flttet  fall  aJbearviy  inne.by  the^aide  of 
the  kmy^  aad^  withapt  siteiing  asor^^'M 
Qgiiii  todb  the.  arm  of  Polwmrih,  end 
together  they  left  the  place.  As  tlMy. 
tamed  tkacwglb  tb«  gate-way^  into  the 
stMdt^  Mi6fa  .stole  a  glanoe  at  the  difltanli 
W01IM1114  She)had  risen  to. her  kndes^  b^F 
handa  had  gnsipeA  m  headrstooa^  and  hai^ 
faea  waa  In^wed  •  nearly  4;o  the  eartb,^  wldl^ 
by  /the  writhuig*  oC  her  foriii>  and  the» 
humility  of  her  attitud^^-  it  waa  apparent 
thatilii^r  spirit struggjad  powMfoUyM^lr 
thei  Lprd  f or  nei;cy  • 

•Three'  daya  afftenwacds^  the  Ainericaiis' 
entered,  triumphantly,  on  the  retirinr 
foeltstepa  of  the  royal  army.  The  first 
BMx^ng  theoU)  ^ho  hastened  to  visit'  the*' 
graves  of  their  fathers,  found  the  body  oF 
ai  wMaaili^  whohad, seenringly,  dHed  under 
th*'  seTaiity  of  the  season.  She  had  unb- 
locked the  ymaltf  in  a  vain  effort  to  reach 
herohiU^  and  Uiere  her  strength  had* 
fatted  )m%  *Har  limbs  \fere  decently' 
slMbdiid;  00  the  «faded  grasi^  while  he#« 
featomit  wMat^eonifOsedy   eidiibithig  in 


qwotacle  with  borror,  rushing  into  [^fifkff 

na»ed  t^e  iptqryMi^.]»5f^q^  ,tllf  ,54!»ffF 
and  Abigail^  shpr^.Bjjp ^;le4.^ep», ..  ,^ 
li^l^ea  ,  the  .fla^,  ahd,  Ipjfi^R,  thft-/body 
clowd  the  ^?fult^  thefi,,hai;l|pg„flp^.1fce 
kej;;,  he  seized  tjie  Bft^^y  an4^9pi»f;Hi* 

'  The' slate  has  long  sinoe  mouldejmd^^rpai 
the  waU ;  the  M  ^»f»  9l^;f.^Tff^,;  t^  .■ifP»t 

^t  where  thQ prpud  faBq»|i,y  ^f.Tiyfc^tffitt 
aod  Li|icc4p  ^epe^09t.to^ii^t^r.jtl^  4ff4* 
;'  Sir  Lionel  and  ?9lw^rt^fejpipf!pde4,  j^ 
the  dee|)e0t  .  silence,,  tp  tbe^  l*W9itn^|l<N^ 
wWre  a  boat  receii^ed  tiwal.:  ..T^,?^, 
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Rafting*  iheit  arrival.  On '  her  ctecVs  ih6y 
met  Agnes  Dfttffoitfa;  ^th  h^r  eyes  soft* 
ened'bjf  ttars,  though  a  rich  flash  miEiniled 
on  her  cheeks^  at  witnessing  the  compelled 
d^artti^e  of  those  invaders  she  had  never 
ldv*d.  •' 

^  i  have  on\f  remained  to  give  you  k 
patting '  kis^, '  dotisin  Lionel^  '^  said  '  t^e 
frank  girl',  affectiohately  saluting  him^ 
^  and  now  shall  take  my  leave,  without 
rejpieating  those'  ivishes  that  you  know  are 
so  oft^n  conveyed  in  my  prayers/^ 

"^Ydu  will  then  leave  us?*'  said  the 
y6uiig  baroiiet/smiling  for  the  first  time 
in  ttiany-«-day,     '^*  Tou  know  that  this 

'fie'' was  iAterriipted  W  a  loud  hem  from 
Pdiwai^th^  who  advanced,  and  taking  the 
hand 'of 'the  ladj^,  repeiated  his  wish  to 
retail!  it  for'  ever,  for  at  least  the  fiftieth 
tim^.  She  heard  him^  in  silence,  and 
^tli  mach  apparent  respect^ '  thbiigh  an 
aroh*  snUite  stole  upon  her  much  apparent 
^irav^ty,  before  he  had  ended.  8He  than 
i^hanked  him  with  suitable  graoe^  and  gave 

n3 


him   a  fiml.aod  decided  rftfim^    ^10 
Captam..  fu«i#iaedt  tbe:  Mpalw   liko-oM 
wlio  Jbad  .seen  .muoli  siniilar  isajmeev  aad 
{xditelji  Jleat  his  a«9i8taii?e   Jtojiel^.  thi 
obdurate  firiinto  b^l>of|t. .  Here  ahe-ww 
iCMeived  hf  a  .jioang  maa  who  waa.apjpi^ 
rolled  likeaa  American  officer^  <  Sir  I^'aoel 
.thought  the  fatoom  on^  h€ir  cheek  deopencdL 
as  h^  oompaaioQi  assidaoudy*^  di^  w  a  claafc 
aroand  her  form  to.  ptotect  hw  froaa  the 
jchill  of  the.,  water.    Instead  of  retamiDg 
to  the  towi;!,,  the  boat,  which  bore  a  flagp 
pulled ,  directly  for  the  shora  oecttfriad  fay 
the    Americans.      The    followia^   HMek 
A^es  was  united  to  Ihis^  gestlanaBi  in 
the  bosom  of  her  own  family.    Tbay'iaaa 
4(fter  took  qoiet  possessioa  of  t^  hoooa  m 
^remont^treety  and  of  all  th#  largia  ntl 
estate  left  by  Mrs.  Leohmqre^ » whiah  had 
be#n  pr€|vioi|sly  bestowed  on  har^  by  €!aeii, 
as  a  dowry. 

.  As  soon  as  his  passmgera  appanedj^llia 
captain  pf  t)|a  frigate  cdmnKuijealad' 
his  admimly  by  s^alj  and  laeesirody  i 
tiiruj  the  expected  ordw  lo  j^racaed  i^Hia 
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est'dctttion^df'hifa  im^C;  lb  a  few  minutdb 
the  swid  vesMl  ^as^  Riding  hy  tiie' h^tpifc 
bf '  D»rdli0rt^^  irddnihg' her  ^s'OD  th6 
adVecle  'hills,  idM  liiiitidiy'  spt^hditi^  h^ 
eittf  vak  ^to  *  die  ^pnaaeid;  The '  Ameii^htai^^ 
hi^#vM/1oc&ed  on  ita  liuUen  sHeaee,  and 
die  litt'^saflbrcfd  t<»*gftln  thebpen  oceatf, 
Anmolested/  ^hdn  sh^  taitfde  the  besrt  cf 
her  way  to  Eitglanvdi  -"Wjf h '  the  iiaaporfonl 
idtettig^ne^  of  th^  ittteti^ded  eVactlation« 

fijhe^was  speedliy 'followed  by  the'  flefet, 
ainbe^wbioh  period  fhelong^oppfessedand 
d^vtite^ 'town  of  B^xftoA  has  never  been 
viiited  J>y  an'  etieiny.* 

DnrkiFg  their  fiassafe'tO'Bngfland^  iNaffir 
oioit/tiixie  .^K^M  •allowed  Lionel^  and -his 
\geatib  icmuilanttNiv  to  reflet  on  all  that 
had  oaoarred«  Together,  in  the  fullest  con<- 
fidefsba»!  they  traced  the.  wanderings  of  in^ 
ieUeht  wbidi  badaoolotefy  ^ndmysteri^nsly 
connected  the  deranged  father  with*  Ms 
tsopbteat  nhild  4  amd  a«  they  reawned,  by 
desotedii^  . to  the  see;ret  liprings  of  .his 
lUsordhsed^ioiQMiises^  4h4y  tt^r4  eftsSy  eaa« 
UtoAi  tti^'diMftvtiie' iiieiddht*)We^h4T«  tA^ 


'  dea¥iraired  %o^  nriate>  ei  aH  lh»it  dbKodfy 
onddeulifr. 

*  Tbe  keeper,  who  had  been  wnt  in  ^oesC 
(if  the  fogitive  madmahj  iiever  ratnniel 
te  his  natWe  Itod.  No  offsM  e/i  farp9&' 
nefesr  could  iadobe  the  oHmilfDig^  i^reot  hi 
the  death  of  the  Baitmety  to  irittrt  hh  p^' 
BOTiy  agnib;  within'  the  ^iaflUenee  of  the 
British  Iftw^.  Perba'j^he  was  con^^ioas  of 
a  motivef  that  116116^  bvit  an  inward  uoitHbr 
might  detect.  Liohel,  tif>ed  et  length  wifh 
rai)>ortttning  without  MccdBCt,  commiiisiotaed 
the  huaband  of  Agi^- 1*  ^ace  him  in  a 
situation,  where,  by  indaMt^,^  lltf  fadkirire 
ooriifort  was  ain^ly  i^ttre#. 

Polwarth  didd  -quito  hiiely.  Notwttk 
sttiiidirig  his  fiftainfed  limb,  lie  contmtAi, 
by  the  assistan<$e  of  hie 'friend,  t6 
the  ladder  of  promotion,  by  regaiar 
dations,  nearly  lo  its  summit.  At  the 
of  bis  long  life,  hfb  Wrote  Gen.,  Bart.,  and 
M.  P.  after  his  name.  When  Bftgla»l 
waa  threatc^MNl  With  the  Frsndl  imrtMkm, 
the  garrisoh  he  eoaomand^d  *waa  diilift- 
gaiiAed  fi^briajg  heftier  prorhSotied  flMai 


would  have  made  a  reaistanee  efg^at<^4ti 

i)7lii9hxJ)»ev^Vt;m^,ta^j^e.4^tef,,  and  for 

t^^pr(moH«<3|fAfl}n  .je\7i^rjtVote  for  wpplie^ 
TA;fJt^,d^oo(.  bia^d^^  .be  was  a  str^enaov 
u^Wf^ffi^U^  tJ9pr^\rf^i^sL,(f$  jBii  riofa  diet,  ia 
I|tt4a9f9i»4^p)^9ic4sii|^sil^,  Meiqpecially;' 
a^  be.w/wJd.  ajdli^  .^^  tM 

fe4:  Hf»?lf,  "W:  wtaw?e^  of.  debility  from 

Within  a  yew.iof^^heiramv^  the  nQcle 
o|  CiwVdiedt', having. ah^Etty  before  fol-* 
l^wed  aa  oq^  sCHtitof.tbeglttvei  By  this 
«i)lo<4ftedif(frray€iit^  Lady  Xoaaohi  bocamei 
t]tf«^pof|iQf«ar  of  bisi  large  estates,  as  well  as 
Q^r^Ji  *fiaqipnt  Sar^y,.  that  desc^ided  ta 
Ij^.heini  general.  From  this  time^  antii 
4^r^fWtiou  o^'.ithe  Fi^ch  ^molntioir^  Sjr 
I4qm)^  ItfiaoQlm  aadr  La4y  CardoiweU^  aa 
Ct^\jp^%li^om.r^lf4^  liiffid  .t^gatber  in 
^msl^^fiSmV^  4^  «ei>l^e,*»iJff6poe  of 


If  4  LKMCElr  till  HOOfOi; ' 

f^ffBDidi'  traipeminitDtnQft  Ymr  Ii—Uiiiwl;  H 
^iIL>..!X!)ie  lMiin4*om(ofiJhe/£ilB3y9:rilHl 

was  forgotten,  in  the  even  tenon  af-Adb 
happiness.  When  the  heaviest  pressure  on 
the  British  constitution  was  apprdiended, 
and  it  beoame  the  policy  of  the  minister  to 
enlist  the  wealth  and  talent  of  his  nation  in 
its  support,  by  propping  the  existing  ad- 
ministration, the  rich  Baronet  received  a 
peerage,  in  his  own  person.  Before  the 
end  of  the  century  he  was  further  ad- 
vanced to  a  dormant  Earldom,  that  had, 
in  former  ages,  heea  one  of  the  hcmonrs  of 
an  elder  branch  of  his  family. 

Of  all  the  principal  af^ors  in  the  foie^ 
going  tale,  not  one  is  now  living.  Even 
the  roses  of  Cecil  and  Agnes  have  kag 
since  ceased  to  blpom,  and  Denth  has 
gathered  them,  in  peace  and  innoeeDce, 
with  all  that  had  gone  before.  The  histori- 
cal facts  of  our  legend  are  beginning  to  be 
obscured  by. time;  and  it  is  more  than 
iprobable,  that  the  prospeAras  imd  fifflMpt 


fitiglifsdiipeer,  «who  now  eigoyfl-lbd^  lionoltirii 
d£  tKeiiMB^  vi'  Itmoobi^  ne^er  knew  tiH» 
maUbt  'hiitbty.  Df  hit  i«iiilil;f,  While  tC 
sd^mimed .in  a  remote  prdvitice  of  the 
Bnt&h?  empires  *'- 
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